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Headline Code to bust online bogus products

CEBC considering voluntary code of practice

for e-commerce companies to curbillicit trade

Code to bust
online bogus

PCTLSE ALY FOR MDPSE SENTATON

products

By Mall Today Bureau in New Dett Leading e-tallers like
Amazon and

HE Central Board of ‘recening end of smitation

Excise and Customs peogucts offered by third

(CEBC) is considering a parties not connected to

proposal to put in PIIC" 2 brand owners, according
voluntary code of prac- tax advisory firm Grant

tice for e-retallers Lo curb

the menace of fake prod-
ucts and illicit trade,
which has proliferated e-
commerce platforms

“New challenges are emerging
for customs. E-commerce is one
such major ares of vulnerability
E-commerce in India provides
an unparalieled pintform for sell
ers of both genuine and counter-
feit procucts So, we mfe lookng
at the possibility of introducing &
voluntary code of practice for ¢
retiilers.” CRREC chairman Nagid
Shah sail at an evenl organised
by the Federstion of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (Ficcl) here oa Friday

Shah sald that easy conceal-
ment of identity encournges sale
of counterfeit products on e-
commerce platforms and at
times, intermoediaries wre dended
judicial protection in the
absence of strong law. The

CBEC will organise a seminar
next month to discuss with
stakehoiders Lthe possibility of
introdioning & volustary code of
practioe for e-retailers to fight
iRl trade, he added

A report by tax advisory firm

Grant Thornlon and Ficel
‘Emerging challenges to legiti
mate business in the border-jess
warld”, released on Pricday sho

noted that online markeiplaces
have becorne & preferred hub for

wider reach and ease of sccesa
Leading e-tallers such as

Alibabsa, Amazon and
Saapdesl have been ut
the receiving end of
tmitation products
offered by third par-
ties not caonnected

to brand owners. the report said,

The report also cume oul in
favour of a separate e-comumerce
law in the country to check the
MSeit trade

In the ahsence of 8 specific e-
commerce Jegislature in India
and other iaws, including the
Information Technolo Act,
Indian Companies Act, Compa-
nies Act 2013, Intellectual prop-
erty, laws In copyrights sad
trademark, etc, there are certain
grey areas, it added."E-com
merce regulations have a long
way to yo in Indis und Inching
closely towards this journey is
the recent proposal of the con-
sumer afairs ministry to
bring the &.commerce
businesses under the
purview of multiple
government agen
cies,” the report
further added
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Illicit trade hitting e-tail firms

‘licit trade hitting e-tail firms’
Online marketplaces have become a“preferred hub for illicit

operations’, according to a report — Emerging dhallenges to legitimate
business in the border-less world — by FICCIand 8 Grant Thornton
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Government to hold talks with WIPO

Government to hold talks with WIPO

Agenda to include IPR awareness creation, enforcement and capacity building

INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY

ARUN S

he Commerce and Industry Minis-
try will hold discussions with the
World Intellectual Property Orga-
nisation (WIPO), the global body
for promotion and peotection of
intellectual property rights (IPR),
beforeapproaching the cabinet foe
clearance of the national IPR

policy.

The agenda of the high-level
discussions with WIPO, fikely on
January 15, include possible mea-
sures for IPR awareness creation,
enforcement  and  capacity
building.

WIPO director Ms. Louise Van
Greunen told The Hindu that
there will be discussions between
the WIPO and the Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion
(DIPP) on some components of
the proposed
national  IPR
policy. These
could include
ways to inte-
grate a formal
awarencss
strategy into
the policy to
ensure  re-
spect for [PRs,
a5 well a5 on an effective enforce-
ment framework and capacity
building measures.

Van Greunen said she was bc;yc
ful that India's national IPR policy
would encourage innovation, pro-
mote foreign investment and stim-
ulate growth “There is a lot of op-
timism about India,* she said,
DIPP, a part of the commerce and
industry ministry, is the nodal
body at the Centre for drafting and
finalising the national IPR policy.

US. secks comments
The government's decision to
formulate 2 natiomal IPR policy

policy

The DIPP had constituted an IPR think tank headed by Justice Prabha

Seidevan to deaft a national IPR policy and sought suggestions for it

from stakeholders,
followed criticism from dcvcl(&;fed
countries, inchuding the US, of In-

dia’s “weak” IPR system as it alleg-
edly does not do enough to effec-
tively protect IPRs.

The US. had on Jamary 11
sought public comments for the
2016 version of the Special 301 Re-
port. The report “identifies coun-
tries that deny adeguate and effec-
tive protection of IPR or deny fair
and equitable market access to US
persons who rely on I protec-
tion.” Noting America’s concerns
on Indiay IPR system, the 2015
Special 201 report said India will
renain on the ‘Priority Watch
List". The report, however, said the
US. was nol announding an oul-
of-cycle review of India in this re-
gard, but will monitor progress,
and was prepared to take further
action, if necessary.

The DIPP, on November 13,
2014, had said it constituted an IPR
think tank headed by Justice Prab-
12 Sridevan to drafta national IPR
policy and sought suggestions for
it from stakeholders, The think
tanksubmitted the first draft of the

The U.S. had on

public comments for
the 2016 version of
the Special 301 Report

policy on December 19, 2014 and
sought comments from the public.
The think tank then gave its final
draft to the DIPP on April 18 last
year after taking comments from
290 stakecholders or delegations
and “in-person meetings with 60
delegations comprising 132 stake-
holders™ The DIPP had sought
comments from other central an-
ernment ministries on the final
draft and had said the final policy
will go to the Union cabinet short-
Iy for approval

| January 11 sought

WIPO's programme

Ms. Van Greunen, who is to
speak on measures to counter illic-
it tracle at a FICCI event, said WI-
PO has already beld a programme
with the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and the states on effective

implementation of IPR kaws and
capacity building. Theinputs from
the programme would be given to
the DIPP.

The  Geneva-beadquartered
WIPO encourages and provides
assistance to all its 188 member
countries in formulating a mational
IPR policy, she said, adding, how-
ever, that WIPO does not dictate
or prescribe any mandatory
measures.

“All our activitics are member
{country)-driven. We only prepare
a draft outline and tell our mem-
bers what all could be iseful toin-
clude insuch a (national IPR) pol-
icy. It is for the member country to
accept it or not, bearing in mind
their level of development and de-
velopmental goak.” Van Greunen
said.

Referring to the importance of
creating awareness of IPRs in In-
dia and other countries to ensure
the successful implementation of
an IPR policy, she said relying only
on punitive measures will not be
as effective as a sustainsble ap-
proach to create gwareness among
all stakebolders.

Ms. Van Greunen said WIPO
has a document on enforcement
dealing specifically with compo-
nents to be included in the aware-
ness creation strategy, adding that
this document could be tailored to
suit the peeds of countries inchud-
ing India,

Low patent filing

According to data compiled by
IndiaSpend, of the total 67,342 pat-
ents granted in India during 2006~
15, those pertaining to foreign in-
ventors were 56727, while only
10,645 went to Indian inventors, In
the WIPO's Global Innovation In-
dex 2015 that surveyed 141 econo-
mies in the world, India's was
ranked 8L




Publication The Asian Age
Date 16%™ January, 2016
Headline Counterfeiters use e-com to target larger audiences

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAL, JAN. 15

E-commerce is the newest
channel adopted by coun-
terfeiters to effectively
reach a wider audience.
With online marketplaces
witnessing a phenomenal
growth in India, the space
has also become an easy
prey to fake goods,” said
Vidya Rajarao, partner,
Grant Thornton India LLP.
In the absence of any
specific e-commerce legis-
lation in India, there is
need for a separate e-com-
merce law in the country
to make online shopping a
safe experience for the cus-
tomers, says Ficci Cascade
— Grant Thornton report:
Emerging Challenges to
Legitimate Business in the
Borderless World which
was launched on Friday.
The report observes that
one of the lesser known

M The report
observes that one of
the lesser known yet
severe consequences
of such activities

is terror funding,
which directly

poses a threat to
the national security
of countries, and
recommends setting
up a nodal
governance agency

yet severe consequences of
such activities is terror
funding, which directly
poses a threat to the
national security of coun-
tries, and recommends set-
ting up a nodal governance
agency which can help
coordinate national efforts
and intelligence against
illicit trade.

‘Counterfeiters use e-com
to target larger audiences’

It also suggests that
besides crating consumer
awareness and adopting
anti-counterfeit technolo-
gies, strengthening of the
legal system and investing
in research and develop-
ment can help in combat-
ing the counterfeiting
menace.

Counterfeiting also leads
to losses for industry, loss
of revenue for the govern-
ment in form of duties and
levies and consumers pay
a higher price for inferior
goods.

Mr A. Didar Singh, secre-
tary general, Ficci said our
country’'s laws are pro-
gressive and “given the
emphasis on the current
‘Make in India’ campaign
for economic development
and the much anticipated
growth; an effort therefore
needs to be made to exam-
ine how illegal trading
activities can be curbed”.
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CBEC mulling voluntary code for e-retailers to control illicit trade

CBEC mulling voluntary

oode for e-retallersto
| controlillicittrade

| New Dethi, Jan 15: Express
| iIng concern over the sale of
| fakeproductson ccommerce
| platforms, the Centrad Board
|of Excise and Customs
| (CBEC) on Friday said it is
| considering putting In place
| avoluntary code of practice
| for e-retailers to curb illiclt
| trade.

\ “New  challenges are
emerxlnz for customs, E-
commerteuonesuch major

{ | area of vulnerability E-com-
| merce In Indla provides an

\ unparalleled platform for
selhls of both genuine and
| counterfeit products. So, we

{ are looking at pessibility of
| Introducing voluntary code
| of practice for eretailers.”
| CBEC chairman Najib Shah
| said atan event arganised by
| Ficel inNewDehi.

| The easy concealment of

| ientity encourages the sale

| of counterfeit products on
| the &commerce platform. At
| times, Inter mediaries are de-
| niedjudicial protection inthe
| absence of strong law, he
| said. To address the chal-

lenges posed by e-commerce
| trade, Shah said CBEC will st

{ & seminar next month dis

{ cus‘ with stakeholders the

ihil§

ny of introdu

w \olunmr) code of practice’
| for eretailers to fight illicit
| trade

\

At times,
intermediaries are
denied judicial
protection inthe
absence of strong
law, CBEC chairman
Najib Shah said

Stating that any smug-
#ling and counterfelt activi-
ties is a matter of great con-
oern to the government, the
CBEC chief said, “This game
is done at the cost of the hon-
©5t tax payers. Though it re-
sults in financlal gain to the
pérson infringing the lawbut
itis afinancialloss totheex.
chequer” Shah also empha-
sisedontheintellectual prop-
erty rights and called for
structured interaction be
tween the customs anxd stake
holders on this issue.

Thelatest report, ‘Emerg-
ing challenges to legitimate
business in the borderdess
world', prepared by tax and
advisory firmy Grant Thorn-
ton and industry body Ficed,
also noted that online mar-
ketplaceshave become a “pre-
ferred hub for illicit open
tions” owing to their wider
reachand ease of access,

PTI
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CBEC for voluntary code for e-trailers to curb illicit trade
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UN agency to help India bolster IP enforcement

UNagency to help India
bolster IP enforcement

AMITISEN
New Dadhl fanuary 14

The World Intellectual Propes-
Ly Organisation (WiPO) plans
te strengthen  cooperation
with India to help improve én-
forcoment  of  intellectual
property laws in the country.

“the vear before last we had
started an activity in coopera-
tion with the Central Bureau
of Investigation in Ghaziabad
to create awarenass and assess
needs, together with govern-
ment officials, of issues like
this (improving enforcement
and checking infringetent of
intellectual property). T will
talk with Indian officials dur-
Ing my present visit cn what
can be done o further the ini-
tiative," said Lovise Van Greu-
nen, Director, WIPD, in an in-
terview with Businessline.

Van Greunen is in New Delhi
L0 participate in a FICC] sem)-
nar on Hlial Trade - A Threet (o
Nationial Security and Feomo-
my.

“We of course are not the
people who would run and
clear the street. We look at
what strategically should be
done in terms of sustainable
capacity development to
make law enforcement offi-
cers aware of the needs and to
address them," she said.

With piracy and other in-
fringement issues growing in
India, as in other parts of the
world, the proposed IPR policy

We look ot what
strategically should be
done in terms of
sustalnable capadity
development to make low
enforcement officers *
aware of the needs and to
address them

-LOUISE VAN GREUNEN
Direcear. WIRC
'

drafted under the Depart-
ment of industrial Policy and
Promotion  stresses enforce-
ment and adjudication issues.
Greunen said that as far as
the 1P policy was concerned,
the Indian government had al-
ready highlighted a substan-
tial number of issues, and WI-
PO would see how it could
help address some of them.
WIPO, one of the specialised
agencies of the United Na.
ticns, provides assistance (o
its members -in: the field of
building respect for 1P and the
enforcement of 1P rights. The
services it provides include
legrislative advice, as well as
training and awareness rais-
Ing activities. ‘
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Headline Paswan: National IPR policy in making

Paswan:
National
IPR policy
in making

Union minister for food
and consumer affairs Ram
Vilas Paswan on Friday
said that the government is
drawing up finer details of
a national intellectual
property rights (IPR) poli-
cy. He said that the policy
will spur economic growth,

“The national IPR policy
is in the making. With the
release of this policy, India
will get the much-needed
push in its economic
growth and socio-economic
developmental agenda,”
the minister said at a func-
tion organised by an indus-
try body Ficci in the
national capital,

Incidentally, the depart-
ment of industrial policy
and promotion (DIPP),
under the aegis of the min-
istry of commerce and
industry, had in 2014 pre-
pared and circulated the
draft IPR policy and sought
public comments. The final
policy is being worked out,
Mr Paswan stated.

He argued that India’s
role as a global economic
powerhouse and status of
an investment destination
are increasingly linked to
its ability to ensure IPRs
are protected with strong
IPR rules and enforcement
of laws and regulations.

He added that on the one
hand the value of “Indian
made” intellectual rights is
on the rise while on the
other rising counterfeit
and fake products are pos-
ing as a key threat to the
country’s economic
growth.




Publication The Tribune

Date 16%™ January, 2016

Headline CBEC for voluntary code for e-retailers

CBEC for voluntary
code for e-retailers

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 15
Expressing concem over sale
of fake products on the e-com-
merce platform, the Central
Board of Exdse and Customs
(CBEC) today said it was con-
sidering putting in place avol-
untary code of practice for e-
retailers tocurb illicit trade.
“New challenges are
emerging for customs. E-
commerce is one such
major area of vulnerability,
E<commerce in India pro-
vides an unparalleled plat-
form for sellers of both
genuxine and counterfeit
products. So,we arelooking
at possibility of introducing
a voluntary code of practice
fore-retailers,” CBECchair-
man Najib Shah said on the
sidelines of an event here,
The easy concealment of
identity encourages sale of
counterfeit products onthe e-
commerce platform. At times,
intermediaries are denied
judicial protection in the
absence of strong law, he said.
To address the challenges
posed by e-commerce, Shah
said the CBEC would at a
seminar next month discuss

Payers, including Snapdeal,
have been at the receiving
end of imitation products
offered by third parties.

with stakeholders the possi-
bility of introduang volun-
tary code of practice for e-
retailers to fight dllicit trade.

Stating thatany smugglhing
and counterfeit activitiesisa
matter of great concern to
the government, the CBEC
chief said, “This game is
done at the costof the honest
tax payers, Though it results
in finandal gain to the per-
son infringing the law but it
is a finandal loss to the
exchequer.” He emphasised
on the intellectual property
rights and called for struc
tured interaction between
the customs and stakehold-
ers on this issue, — PTI
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National IPR policy to boost economic growth: Paswan

iational IPR policy to hoost
economic growth: Paswan

PNS W NEW DELH! ey is being worked out. “The
national IPR policy is in the off-

Tthovemmcm isdrawingup  ing and we hope that withthe
the contours of a national of this policy, India will get
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)  the much-needed push in its eco-
policy and its implementation  nomic growth and socio-eco-

will provide an impetusto nomic developmental agen-
wth, Union Minister - da” Paswan said at an

gnVilasPaswanmid event on ‘[licit Trade

on Friday. organised by indust

The Department
of Industrial Policy
and  Promotion

body Ficci here. Indias
role as a global econom-
| ic powerhouse and status
(DIPP), under the aegis of an investment destina-
of the Ministry of tion are increasingly linked
Commerce and Industry, had  to its ability to ensure IPRs are
in 2014 prepared and circulated  protected with strong IPR rules
the draft IPR policy and sought and enforcement of laws and reg-
public comments. The final pol-  ulations, the minister said. -
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Counterfeiters use e-com to target larger audiences

DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBALI, JAN. 15

E-commerce is the newest
channel adopted by coun-
terfeiters to effectively
reach a wider audience.
With online marketplaces
witnessing a phenomenal
growth in India, the space
has also become an easy
prey to fake goods,” said
Vidya Rajarao, partner,
Grant Thornton India LLP.
In the absence of any
specific e-commerce legis-
lation in India, there is
need for a separate e-com-
merce law in the country
to make online shopping a
safe experience for the cus-
tomers, says Ficci Cascade
— Grant Thornton report:
Emerging Challenges to
Legitimate Business in the
Borderless World which
was launched on Friday.
The report observes that
one of the lesser known

M The report
observes that one of
the lesser known yet
severe consequences
of such activities is
terror funding which
directly poses a
threat to the national
security of countries
and recommends
setting up a nodal
governance agency

yet severe consequences of
such activities is terror
funding which directly
poses a threat to the
national security of coun-
tries and recommends set-
ting up a nodal governance
agency which can help
coordinate national efforts
and intelligence against
illicit trade.

‘Counterfeiters use e-com
to target larger audiences’

It also suggests that
besides crating consumer
awareness and adopting
anti-counterfeit technolo-
gies, strengthening of the
legal system and investing
in research and develop-
ment can help in combat-
ing the counterfeiting
menace.

Counterfeiting also leads
to losses for industry, loss
of revenue for the govern-
ment in form of duties and
levies and consumers pay
a higher price for inferior
goods.

Mr A. Didar Singh, secre-
tary general, Ficei said our
country's laws are pro-
gressive and “given the
emphasis on the current
‘Make in India’' campaign
for economic development
and the much anticipated
growth; an effort therefore
needs to be made to exam-
ine how illegal trading
activities can be curbed".
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Emphasis on standard quality
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Link http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/inadequate-
enforcement-and-lack-of-consumer-awareness-boosting-counterfeiting-
in-india-ficci/articleshow/50590384.cms
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CBEC for voluntary code for etailers to
curb illicit trade

By PTl| 15 Jan, 2016, 02.13PM IST
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NEW DELHI: Expressing concern over sale
of fake products on e-commerce platform,
CEBC today said it is considering putting in
place a voluntary code of practice for
e-retailers to curb illicit trade.

"New challenges are emerging for customs.
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National IPR policy to give fillip
to economic growth: Paswan

India's role as a global economic powerhouse & status of an investment destination are increasingly
linked to its ability to ensure IPRs
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National IPR Policy to Give Fillip to Economic
Growth: Paswan

NEW DELHI | JAM 15, 2018
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The government is drawing up the contours of a national Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) policy and its implementation will provide an impetus to growth, Union Minister
Ram Vilas Paswan said today.

The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), under the aegis of the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, had in 2014 prepared and circulated the draft IPR

nt
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The Central Board of Excise and Customs
(CEBC) is considering a proposal to put in place
a voluntary code of practice for e-retailers to
curb the menace of fake products and illicit
trade, which has proliferated ecommerce
platforms.

“New challenges are emerging for customs.
E-commerce is one such major area of
vulnerability. E-commerce in India provides an
unparalleled platform for sellers of both genuine
and counterfeit products. So, we are looking at
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CBEC for voluntary code for etailers to curb
illicit trade

economictimes - Fri, 15 Jan 2016 08:43:35 CMT

NEW DELHI: Expressing concern over sale of fake products on e-commerce platform, CEBC today
said it is considering putting in place a voluntary code of practice for e-retailers to curb illicit
trade.
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