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High demand for pirated products at cheap
price fuelling child trafficking, says expert

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@TPuram

AT a time when parents are con-
cerned about the rising incidents
of child missing cases, experts
said high demand for pirated
products available at a cheap
price was fuelling child traffick-
ing in the country.

“The problem of illicit trade is
much more serious than it is
commonly perceived. We have
found a connection between child
and women trafficking and the
counterfeit industry,” said for-
mer Chairman of Central Board
of Excise and Customs P C Jha.

“There is also no doubt that
the illegal money generated
throughillicittrade in smuggled,
counterfeited and pirated goods
is a major source to finance such
dangerous activities as terror-
ism, insurgency and other organ-
ised crimes,” he said.

Jha, an advisor of FICCI's
Committee Against Smuggling

Products which cause
maximum revenue loss

(national)

Tobacco products
Mobile phones 36,705 cr
Aloholic beverages 6309¢r

The total loss to the government on
account of ilicit markets in just seven
manufacturing sectors (2014)-
339,239¢r

Highly smuggled goods in Kerala
Gold, Cigarettes

39,139¢r

and Counterfeiting Activities De-
stroying the Economy, was speak-
ing at a seminar on ‘Combating
Counterfeiting and Smuggling -
An Imperative to Accelerate Eco-
nomic Development’ here on
Tuesday.

A FICCI report stated that

smugglers had switched to ciga-
rettes and fabric and silk yarn as
they are low-risk, high-profit
goods.

Jha’s comment was supported
by IG Crime Branch S Sreejith.
He said children were used in
such industry because they form
a vulnerable workforce that nev-
er questions the illegal activities.
According to him, illegal water
bottling plants have deployed
child labourers in large
numbers.

The state reported 743 child
missing cases in the last one year.

While most of the missing chil-
dren are recovered by the police,
the fact that so many children go
missing has been a concern.

According to Sreejith, the
counterfeiting activities soon
graduate to organised crimes and
to check it the law enforcement
agencies should be made more
powerful.

Sreejith said the state police
did not have a single case regis-

tered for counterfeiting other
than in case of currencies. “The
issue of counterfeiting is present
in the case of drugs, consumer
goods etc. Spurious drugs cause
drug resistance which is a major
concern for public health,” said
IG Crime Branch.

Joint Commissioner of Cus-
toms Aneish P Rajan pointed at
the lack of manpower and facili-
ties to check the rising number
of sophisticated smuggling ac-
tivities in the state.

Earlier, Agriculture Minister
V S Sunil Kumar inaugurated the
seminar. Being a consumer state
there is a need for a lot of aware-
ness against smuggling and
counterfeiting, he said.

According to the minister, the
illegal activities related to smug-
gling and counterfeiting had tak-
en advantage of unaware con-
sumers and bargain-hunters,
exploiting people’s appetites for
brands or simply their financial
situation.
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CANDLE LIGHT CAMPAIGN
AGAINST COUNTERFEITS

® Express News Service

tudents of Christ Nagar College participated in a

candle light congregation, organised by FICCI as

part of a nation-wide awareness campaign to high

light the growing menace of illegal trade activities
in the district.

More than 150 students and consumers with candles in
their hand and banners stating ‘Buy Genuine Not Smug-
gled' participated in congregation in the city Fr Titto
Varghese, principal, Christ Nagar College and Savio
Mathew, head FICCI Kerala State Council felicitated the
campaign.

IGP Crime Branch S Sreejith was the chief guest. He
congratulated FICCI CASCADE for taking the steps to
enrol the youth in the fight against illegal trade such as
smuggled and counterfeit goods. Sreejith said the activi
ties involving illegal curbs economic independence and
one must pledge to not use fake products. He said the fight
against smuggling isa necessity in the larger interest of
the nation's economy

Deccan Chronicle

Students take part in a candlelight meeting against counterfeiting and smuggling
organised by FICCI CASCADE at Christ Nagar College in Maranalloor in
Thiruvananthapuram on Thursday. — PEETHAMBARAN PAYYERI




Thinvananthapuram, Feb 24:
Indin's economic growth
story has attracted the
world's attention bringing
new challenges for the
domestic economy. One
of the major issves for
the economy and the
industry is the uninhibited
growth of illicit trade.
The market for illegal
goods is thriving in India
and has become one of
the biggest challenges
foced by Indian industry.
Industry body FICCI
has set up a committee
against smuggling and
counterfeit activities
destroying the economy:-
(CCI-CASCADE, with
the participation of all
leading industries from all
sectors of the economy:.
Taking part at the
candle light congregation,
S Sreejith, IGP crime,
Kerala felicitated FICCI
CASCADE for taking the
step of initiating the youth
movement against illicit
trade such as smuggled
and counterfeit goods
He agreed that activities
involving illicit trade like
smuggling curbs  the
economic  independence
and one must pledge to
not use fake products and
to fight the menace of
smuggling which was in
the larger interest of the
nation's economy.As per
FICCI CASCADE report,
the total loss to the
government on account
of the illicit markets in

mazimum revenue loss to
the exchequer on account
of counterfeiting and
illicit trade is attributed
to tobacco products,
estimating a revenue
loss of Rs. 9139 crores
followed mobile phones
a  Rs 6705 crore and
alcoholic beverages Rs
6309 croves.

The state of Kerala has
seen a significant growth
in illicit trade among these
sectors in the last couple
of years. It is one of the
fastest growing ets
for illegal cigarettes and
alecohol in the country. The
supply of legal cigarettes
shows a decline, while
the illegal players have
taken over this market
and is growing at a
higher rate. In cmse of
alcohol, the illegal market
is growing significantly in
valve and volume. These
wo sectors are amounting
to more than hundreds
of crores in s o the
Kenala Government

P C. Jha, Advisor, FICCT
CASCADE & Former
Special Chairman, Central

Candle Light Congregation
Ca
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s
ambitious agenda -
‘Make in India’ which
emphasizes on making the
comtry a manufacturing
hub, and on building and
strengthening R&D.
time that we, as a nation
and as a part of the
global economy, call for
stem and resolute counter
strike force against such
ill-intentioned  activities.
Deep Chand, Advisor
of FICCI CASCADE,
stated that “apart from
the visible consequences
of illicit trading activities

India, hindering Indi

at large.

Several steps are
being taken by FICCI
CASCADE and the

government to create
large-scale awareness
among the most impacted
segment of this menace:
the consumer. The candle
light  congregation,
being organised in
Thiruovananthapuram  in
association with  Christ
Nagar College, is one of
a series of swch events
to be organised across
the country as part of
a nation-wide awareness

campaign to highlight the
issue and focus on the
growing menace of Tllicit
Trade.On  the occasion
Fr. Titto Vaghese CMIL
Principal, Christ Nagar
College and Savio Matherw;
Head FICCI Kerala State
Council were present
at the campaign. More
than 150 students and
consumers with candles in
their  hand and banners
stating ‘Buy Genuine Not
Smuggled  participated
in this congregationin
the city.

such as vis-
a-vis adverse impact on
innovation, investment
and brand repu
bigger concern i
manper in which
wade such as smuggling
and counterfeiting is
impacting the social
fabric of nations
Most importantly, it is
weakening our desired
economic development
- an impact that seems
too  severe to tacklel’
He further added that
while buying illegitimate

Board of Excise and good knowingly or
Customs (CBEC), stated unknowingly. consumers
that widespread illicit are being exposed to
trade such as poorly made,

and counterfeiting, sub-standard products that

the
in

wouldincrease
risk of investments

had detrimental impact
on them, and the nation

respect of the seven
sectors manufacturing
industry is Rs. 39,239
crores. Amongst the
various sectors, the
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Candlelight
congregation: FICCl's
committee against smugg-
ling and counterfeiting
activities destroying
economy is organizing a
candle light congregation
‘Fight against smuggling
and counterfeiting’ at
Christ Nagar College,
Maranallur at 11.30am on
Wednesday.
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Youth from State being
recruited as carriers: official

Minister says smuggling is a threat to national security

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Joint Commissioner, Cus-
toms, Aneish Rajan, on Wed-
nesday expressed concern
that international smuggling
networks appeared to be in-
creasingly recruiting Kerala
youth as carriers.

Addressing a conference
on “Combating Smuggling,
Counterfeiting and Piracy”
here on Wednesday, Mr. Ra-
jan, said revoking the pass-
ports of habitual couriers
was as a sure-fire method to
whittle down their ranks and
deter prospective ones.

He said a large segment of
persons caught as couriers
were Kerala youth. However,
they were just a fraction of
the real number that slipped
through Customs check
posts undetected.

Most worked for gold
smuggling networks that
constantly updated their
methods to fox law enfor-
cers. Some were indepen-
dent operators seeking to
subsidise their air travel by
smuggling in small quanti-
ties of bullion.

Most Customs arrests,

around 1,015 in 2017, were
based on actionable intelli-
gence, some of it generated
overseas.

Investigators also resort-
ed to predictive profiling to
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Agriculture Minister V. S. Sunil Kumar inaugurating a

R,

seminar on ‘Combating Smuggling, Counterfeiting and
Piracy' organised by FICCI in Thiruvananthapuram on

Wednesday. =s.MAHINSHA

flag potential carriers among
air passengers. Air travel ma-
nifestos and passport details
were often a giveaway. En-
forcers also leaned on beha-
vioural clues, such as signs
of anxiety and unusual gait,
to zero in on couriers con-
cealing contraband. Howev-
er, these methods were not
foolproofin crowded airport
environments.

Agriculture Minister V. S.
Sunil Kumar said smuggling
was a threat to national se-
curity. He said foreign ciga-
rettes were smuggled into
India in large quantities.

ADGP Sudheesh Kumar
said counterfeit products
were almost the norm in the

vast market for automobile
parts. IG, Crime Branch, S.
Sreejith, said swarming mar-
kets with counterfeit pro-
ducts was against national
interest.

The event was organised
by FICCI.

Sanjay. M. Kaul. Secretary
Industries, S. N. Reghuchan-
dran Nair, president, Trivan-
drum Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, Shibu
Prabhakaran, president,
Kerala Chamber of Com-
merce and P. Jayakrishnan,
secretary, Bar Association,
Thiruvananthapuram were
among those who spoke.
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