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‘Counterfeit goods big source of
income for crlmmal activities’ |

» Ikoreportersdesk@htive.com

LUCKNOW: Trade of counterfeit

goods isnot only destroyingthe .

economy and eatingup jobs, but
isalsoa bigsource of income for
criminal activities, includingter-
rorism, and the authorities con-

cernedare strugglingtocheckthe

menace, said experts.

At a seminar organised by
FICCI Cascade (Committee
Against Smugglingand Counter-
feiting Activities Destroyingthe
Economy)on Friday, officials of
theDirectorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence (DRI), customs and trad-
ers expressed concern over the

markets beingflooded with coun-

terfeit goods. “A FICCI Cascade
report released in 2015 pointed
out totalloss to the government
onaccountofillicitgoodsin mar-
Kketsinjustsevenmanufacturing
sectors to Rs 89,239 crore,” said
PC Jha, former chairman, Cen-
tral Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs, while addressing the
gathering. He is also advisor to
FICCI cascade.

“Amongst various sectors,
maximum revenue loss to the
exchequer is attributed to
tobacco products, estimating a
revenuelossofRs9,189 crore, fol-

Jowed by mobile phones(Rs6,705 .

crore) and alcoholic beverages
{Rs6,309crore),” added Jha.
Healsopointed out thatduring
the last 20 years, the volume of
counterfeiting activity globally

# Minister Brijesh Pathak at the FICCI event in Lucknow on Friday. Hr

had increased 100 times and the
size of trade in counterfeited
goods was 10% of the legal inter-
national trade (around 2% of the
world’s overall economic out-
put). The problem of illicit trade
was much more serious than it
was commonly perceived,
assertedJha,

According to a recent FICCI
report, ‘Nlicittrade: Fuelling Ter-
ror Financing and Organised

. Crime’, counterfeiting was the

second largest source of income
for criminal activities suchaster-
rorism, globally. .

The report also highlighted
that the total employment loss
globally due to trade of counter-
feitgoodsand piracy stoodat2to
2.6 million jobs in 2013 and was
expected toriset04.2-5.4million
jobs in 2022, suggesting an
approximate increase of 110%.

Deep Chand, advisor, FICCI
Cascade and former special com-

missioner of Delhi Police, said:
“Consumers mustbemade aware
of detrimental impact of illicit
products.”

Consumer awareness cam-

paignsthatexplain how todiffer- «

entiateaspurious productfroma
genuineone, todemandingacopy
of the bill from the seller, along
with the harmful consequences
ofbuyingillegal productsneed to

beexplicitly conveyed, headded.

Speakingon the occasion, IPS
officer Nilabja Chaudhary,
stressed on the need of coopera-
tion from industry to curb the
menace. Additional commis-
sioner, customs, AR Naik,
emphasised on monthlymeetings
between regulatory agencieslike
DRI, cops and trader organisa-
tionsto check the menace.

Additional director, DRI, VK
Singh, discussed about the
menace of large-scale counterfeit
goods moving into India from

Traders want m
co-operation
enforcement agencies
LUCKNOW: Traders' organisations
have demanded more cooperation
from enforcement agencies to
check the menace of counterfeit-
ing. Sanjay Trivedi, general
secretary, UP Adarsh Vyapar
Mandal, said: “We do not get
proper response from the authori-
ties concerned whenever we
complain or report any matter
related with counterfeit goods."

“Counterfeit goods are notonly
causing financial loss to traders
but are also harmful for the
general public,” he added. Trivedi
urged DRI officials and police to
take prompt action on complaints
and have regular interactions with
traders' bodies for decisive action
against counterfeit goods. HTC

neighbouring country, Nepal.
The event was attended by
morethan 100industrialistsand
representatives from consumer
forums, governmentofficialsand
stakeholdersin this segment. The
seminarwassupported by the UP
Adarsh VyaparMandal.
Brajesh Pathak, cabinet minis-
ter, legislative and justice,
requested industrialistsand trad-
erstorecommendsuggestionsto
check themenace. Hesaid thatif

.;&egovennnentgotsupportfmm

egeneral public, it would bein
A better position to fight smug-
glingand counterfeiting of goods.
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