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Jaipur. ‘Counterfeits and
smuggled goods are threat-
ening India’s growth strategy
and the economic develop-
mental agenda’.This was
highlighted at the consumer
meetand candlelight congre-
gation organized by FICCI
CASCADE in association
with Consumer Action Net-
work Societyin Jaipur today.
It was emphasized to the
consumers that activities in-
volving such illicit trade
curbed the country’s eco-
nomic independence and the
citizens were urged to take a
pledge against using fake
products and to fight the men-
ace of smuggling which was
in the larger interest of the
nation’s economy. Justice
Vinod Shankar Dave, Former
Judge, Rajasthan High Court
in his special address said
that youth has to take the
responsibility and act as a
torch bearer to spread the
message of the perils of
counterfeitingand smuggling.
He further added that as a
responsible citizen we must

remember our fundamental
duties towards our countryin
order to make it prosperous.
Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI
CASCADE & Former Special
Commissioner, Delhi Police,
in his welcome address
stated that the Indian Govem-
ment had initiated measures
to address counterfeiting, pi-
racy and smuggling. Two
major efforts stand out. First,
the legal framework is fairly
well developed in India. Sec-
ond, the government has
taken steps to protect con-
sumers’ health and safety
from spuriouspriducts through
significant efforts. Despite
these actions, a study by
FICCI shows that counterfeit,
piracy and smuggling rates

remain high. Deep Chand
urged the consumers to be
aware of the dangers and fight
this menace unanimously.
P.C. Jha,Advisor, FICCI CAS-

CADE and Former
Chairman,Central Board of
Indirect taxes and Customs
highlighted that counterfeiting
and smuggling make upa vast
‘global businesses’, repre-
senting amultibillion-dollar il-
legal industry that creates a
significant drain on the world
economy. He further added
that as per CASCADE's re-
cent study ‘Invisible Enemy:
Impact of Smuggling on In-
dian Economy and Employ-
ment' the livelihood opportu-
nity lost due to smuggling in
five specific industries

namely. Textiles, Tobacco
Products (Cigarettes), Ready
made Garments, Capital
Goods (Machineryand Parts)
and Consumer (Electronics)
Durables is about 5.01 lakh
in2017-18. This further leads
to a total livelihood opportu-
nity loss in the economy of
about 16.36 lakh in 2017-18
due to backward linkage and
multiplier effects of these five
industries. According to Dr. K.
L. Jain, Honorary Secretary
General, Rajasthan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
strict penal provisions
coupled with strong enforce-
ment is the need of the hour
which will create the much
needed deterrence to stop
such offences. Dr. Anant
Sharma, National President,
Consumers Confederation of
India was of the view that this
fight is for our nation, its
progress and its future. As
consumers it is our duty to
stand shoulder to shoulder
with the government and the
industryinmaking India a fake
and smuggled free market.
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