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Combating Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond

Be Vocal for Local and Prevent lllicit Trade
15th September 2020| Time: 3:00 — 4:00 pm North East

The Sentinel

Local goods promoted
to counter 1llicit trade

NEW DELHI, Sept 16: The
menace of illicit trade will
be dealt with in a systemat-
ic manner with concerted
efforts by central and state
enforcement agencies
along with the paramilitary
forces, said Debajyoti
Dutta, Secretary, Food and
Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs, Assam.

“The criminals who are
indulging in smuggling
and counterfeiting activi-
ties are promoting crime
and economic instability
and the consumers are bear-
ing the brunt of it. It is im-
portant that we instil pride
for Indian brands and goods
amongst the consumers.
This will play a pivotal role
in putting counterfeit and
smuggled products out of
the market,” he added.

Dutta was addressing a
webinar ‘Combating Coun-
terfeiting and Smuggling
during the COVID-19 pan-

demic and beyond’, organ-
ized by FICCI's Committee
Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE).

Pabitra Khaund. Secre-
tary, Department of Indus-
tries & Commerce, Govern-
ment of Assam, said that the
Prime Minister's call for
*Vocal for local’ will be a
potent tool in the fight
against counterfeiting and
smuggling. It will create a
conducive environment for
the economy of the state
and play a major role in
strengthening India.

He added that the gov-
ernment of Assam has
launched several schemes
in this direction, which has
immensely benefited local
artisans and small enter-
prises.

G.M, Kamei, Commis-
sioner, Commissionerate
of Customs, northeastern

region, highlighted the
role of Customs in address-
ing this menace in the
northeastern region. He
said, “The custom officers
are working in close coor-
dination with DRI, Assam
Rifles and State Police to
make the task of a smug-
gler a difficult one™, The
commissioner shared that
during the COVID period
they conducted 710 sei-
zures of goods worth Rs.
LI ¢r,

Congratulating the As-
sam government and the
enforcement agencies, Anil
Rajput, Chairman, FICCI
CASCADE said, “The en-
forcement officials have re-
lentlessly pursued the
smugglers and counterfeit-
ers in the northeastern re-
gion and over the last few
months seized contraband
and illicit cigarettes, liquor,
drugs, currency and con-
sumer goods.” (IANS)
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- Assam govt promotes local
goods to counter illicit trade

AGECNIES

NEW DELHI: The menace of illic-
it trade will be dealt with in a
systematic manner with con-
certed efforts by central and
state enforcement agencies
along with the paramilitary
forces, said Debajyoti Dutta,
Secretary, Food and Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs,
Assam. “The criminals who
are indulging in smuggling
and counterfeiting activities
are promoting crime and eco-
nomic instability and the con-
sumers are bearing the brunt
of it. It is important that we
instil pride for Indian brands
and goods amongst the con-
sumers. This will play a piv-
otal role in putting counterfeit
and smuggled products out of
the market,” he added.

Dutta was addressing a webi-

nar ‘Combating Counterfeiting
and Smuggling during the
Covid-19 pandemic and
beyond’, organized by FICCI’s
Committee Against Smuggling
and Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE).

Pabitra Khaund, Secretary,
Department of Industries &
Commerce, Government of
Assam, said that the Prime
Minister’s call for ‘Vocal for
local’ will be a potent tool in
the fight against counterfeiting
and smuggling. It will create a
conducive environment for the
economy of the state and play
a major role in strengthening
India.

He added that the government
of Assam has launched several
schemes in this direction, which
has immensely benefited local
artisans and small enterprises.
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Customs seized goods worth Rs 110 cr
inNE during COVID-19 pandemic

GUWAHATI, SEPT 16: The customs
sleuths have seized various goods worth
Rs 110 crore in 710 operations in North
East since the COVID-19 pandemic hit
the country and the region, a senior offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

Addressing a webinar on 'Combating
Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the
COVID-19 pandemic and beyond' orga-
nized by industry chamber FICCI, Com-
missioner of Customs (North East) G M
Kamei said their officials are conducting
raids in coordination wigh other depart-
ments. | '

"During the COVID-19 period, we have
successfully conducted 710 operations
and seized goods worth Rs 110 crore,”
he said at the webinar by FICCl's Com-
mittee Against Smuggling and Counter-
feiting Activities Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE).

The customs officers are working in
close coordination with. Directorate of
_Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Assam Ri-
fles and various state police to make the
task of smugglers difficult, Kamei said.

Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary of Assam's

Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Af-
fairs Department, said: "The criminals
indulging in smuggling and counterfeit-
ing activities are promoting crime and
economic instability, and the consumers
are bearing the brunt of it."

The menace of illicit trade is to be dealt
in a dedicated and systematic manner

‘with concerted efforts from all central and

state enforcement agencies along with
the paramilitary forces, he added.

Lauding the efforts of the sleuths from
various agencies, FICCI CASCADE
Chairman Anil Rajput said, "The enforce-
ment officials have relentlessly pursued
the smugglers and counterfeiters in the
North East and over the last few months,
seized contraband and illicit cigarettes,
liquor, drugs, currency and consumer
goods."

On September 6, the FICC| CASCADE
had said that the recent rise in smug-
gling in North East could be attributed to
economic distress caused by COVID-19
pandemic, which has resulted in loss of
jobs and lack of income due to recurrent
lockdowns. . Agencies.
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Customs seized goods worth < 110 cr
in NE during Covid-19 pandemic

GUWAHATI, Sept 16 (PTI): The
Customs sleuths have seized vari-
ous goods worth T 110 crore in 710
operations in North East since the
COVID-19 pandemic hit the coun-
try and the region, a senior official
said on Wednesday.

Addressing a webinar on 'Com-
bating Counterfeiting and Smug-
gling during the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond' organized
by industry chamber FICCI, Com-
missioner of Customs (North East)
G M Kamei said their officials are
conducting raids in coordination
with other departments.

"During the COVID-19 period,
we have successfully conducted
710 operations and seized goods
worth 110 crore," he said at the
webinar by FICCI's Committee
Against Smuggling and Counter-
feiting Activities Destroying the
Economy (CASCADE).

The customs officers are work-

ing in close coordination with Di-
rectorate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI), Assam Rifles and various
state police to make the task of
smugglers difficult, Kamei said.

Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary of
Assam's Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs Department,
said: "The criminals indulging in
smuggling and counterfeiting ac-
tivities are promoting crime and
economic instability, and the con-
sumers are bearing the brunt of it."

The menace of illicit trade is to
be dealt in a dedicated and system-
atic manner with concerted efforts
from all central and state enforce-
ment agencies along with the para-
military forces, he added.

Lauding the efforts of the sleuths
from wvarious agencies, FICCI
CASCADE Chairman Anil Rajput
said, “The enforcement officials
have relentlessly pursued the
smugglers and counterfeiters in the
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Assam promotes local
goods to counter illicit trade

NEW DELHL: The menace of illicit
trade will be dealt with in a system-
atic manner with concerted efforts
by central and state enforcement
agencies along with the paramili-
fary forces, said Debajyoti Dutta,
Secrelary, Food and Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs, Assam.
“The criminals who are
indulging in smuggling and coun-
terfeiting activities are promoting

crime and economic instability and

the consumers are bearing the
brunt of it. It is important that we
instil pride for Indian brands and
goods amongst the consumers, This
will play a pivotal role in putling
counterfeit and smuggled products
out of the market," he added.

Dutta was addressing a webinar
'Combating Counterfeiting and
Smuggling during the Covid-19 pan-
demic and heyond', organized hy
FICCI's  Committee  Against
Smuggling and  Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE).

Pabitra  Khaund, Secretary,

Depariment of Industries &
Commerce, Government of Assam,
said that the Prime Minister's call
for 'Vocal for local' will be a potent
tool in the fight against counterfeit-
ing and smuggling. It will create a
conducive environment for the
economy of the state and play a
major role in strengthening India.
He added that the government of
Assam has launched several

schemes in this direction, which has
immensely benefited local artisans
and small enterprises.

GM. Kamei, Commissioner,
Commissionerate of  Customs,
northeastern region, highlighted
the role of Customs in addressing
this menace in the northeastern
region. He said, "The custom offi-
cers are working in close coordina-
tion with DRI, Assam Rifles and
State Police to make the fask of a
smuggler a difficult one". The com-
missioner shared that during the
Covid period they conducted 710
seizures of goods worth Rs. 110 cr.

Congratulating the Assam gov-
ernment and the enforcement agen-
cies, Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI
CASCADE said, "The enforcement
officials have relentlessly pursued
the smugglers and counterfeiters in
the northeastern region and over
the last few months seized contra-
band and illicit cigarettes, liquor,
drugs, currency and consumer
goods."
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Assam government boosts promotion
of local goods to counter illicit trade

HT Bureau
GUWAHATI, Sept 16: The govern-
ment of Assam in a measure to
counter the trade of illicit trade and
counterfeit products has decided to
boost the promotion of local goods.
For the same, FICCI's Committee
Against Smuggling and Counterfeit-
ing Activities Destroying the Econ-
omy (CASCADE) organised a
webinar on the topic ‘Combating
Counterfeiting and Smuggling during
the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond’
on Wednesday.

The webinar, focusing north east
India was organized to discuss and un-
derstand the efforts that the Industry
& government can take in tackling the
flow of illicit products during the cur-
rent crisis. The webinar also shared in-
sights on the role of enforcement
agencies such as the customs play to
thwart criminals who are cashing in
during the crisis. Addressing the we-
binar, Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary,
Food & Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs, Government of Assam said,
“The criminals who are indulging in
smuggling and counterfeiting activi-

ties are promoting crime and eco-
nomic instability and the consumers
are bearing the brunt of it. It is impor-
tant that we instil pride for Indian
brands and goods amongst the con-
sumers. This will play a pivotal role in
putting counterfeit and smuggled
products out of the market.”

“The menace of illicit trade is to be
dealt in a dedicated and systematic
manner with concerted efforts from all
central and state enforcement agencies
along with the paramilitary forces,”
Dutta further added. Besides, Pabitra
Khaund, Secretary, Department of In-
dustries & Commerce, Government
of Assam said that the Prime Minis-
ter’s call on “Vocal for local’ will be a
potent tool in our fight against coun-
terfeiting and smuggling. “Tt will cre-
ate a conducive environment for the
economy of the state government and
play a major role in strengthening
India. The government of Assam has
launched several schemes in this di-
rection, which has immensely benefit-
ted local artisans and small
enterprises,” he added.

On the other hand, GM Kamei,

Commissioner, Commissionerate of
Customs, North Eastern Region, high-
lighted the role of customs in address-
g this menace in the North Eastern
region.

He said, “The custom officers are
working in close coordination with
DRI, Assam Rifles and State Police to
make the task of a smuggler a difficult
one”, The commissioner also shared
that during the Covid period they have
successfully conducted 710 seizures
of goods worth INR110 crores. Mean-
while, congratulating the Assam gov-
ernment and the enforcement agencies
Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CAS-
CADE said, “The enforcement offi-
cials have relentlessly pursued the
smugglers and counterfeiters in the
North Eastern region and over the last
few months seized contraband and il-
licit cigarettes, liquor, drugs, currency
and consumer goods”.

He urged them to keep up the good
work which will ensure that the per-
petrators of illicit trade do not see the
covid-19 situation as a reason to ex-
ploit vulnerable consumers and organ-
izations.
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Assam Government Boosts Promotion Of

Local Goods To Counter lllicit Trade
[ b Lo |

The problem of iIicit trode has only compounded in the current situation, where crinminals

hove used the pandemic a5 dn opportunify fo couse significant damoge on the economy of

the nation, heolth ond sofety of the consumers.
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Business Standard

Customs seized goods worth Rs
110 cr in northeast during Covid-

19

TOpacs

S PEOFTT

ALSC READ

CI R P 1 5 ™
PR Ml Srpvls: ey Ak
o i E e A i v s ol wearthy B2 1 10 o g T Dper sl
CM oo Thonoed Situalson, = e

i ¥ B b= i =
S purilay and 1he regean a sernar alTasd said oo

P ET T IEALNYS ET I 2 LT




Outlook India
Outlook

THE NEWS SCROLL
16 Seprember 2020 Last Updated &t 1:74 Pm | Source: PTI

Customs seized goods worth Rs 110 crin NE
during COVID-19 pandemic

Guwahati, Sep 16 (PTI) The customs sleuths have seized various goods worth
Rs 110 crore in 710 operations in North East since the COVID-19 pandemic

hit the country and the region, a senior official said on Wednesday.

Addressing a webinar on "Combating Counterfeiting and Smuggling during
the COVID-19 pandemic and bevond” organized by mdustry chamber FICCIL,
Commissioner of Customs (North East) G M Kamei said their officials are

conducting raids in coordination with other departments.

"During the COVID-19 period, we have successfully conducted 710
operations and seized goods worth Rs 110 crore” he said at the webinar by
FICCI"s Commuttee Agamnst Smuggling and Counterfeifing Activities
Destroving the Economy (CASCADE).

The customs officers are working in close coordination with Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Assam Rifles and vartous state police to make

the task of smugglers difficult, Kamei said.

Debajyot: Dutta, Secretary of Assam"s Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Department, said: "The criminals indulging in smoggling and
counterfeiting activities are promoting crime and economic instability, and the

consumers are bearing the brunt of 1t."
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Assam Government boosts promotion of local goods to counter illicit trade

#3en 16 2020

Mr. Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary, Food & Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs, Government of Assam said, “The criminals who are indulging in

smugqling and counterfetting activities are promoting crime and economic instability and the consumers are bearing the brunt of i, 1tis important that
we instill pnde for Indian brands and goods amongst the consumers. This will play a pivotal role in putfing counterfeit and smuggled products out of
the market” Addressing a webinar ‘Combating Counterfeiing and Smuggling during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond’, organized
by FICCI's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE), Mr. Dutta furiner said, ‘The
menace of ilicit frade is to be dealt in 3 dedicated and systematic manner with concerted efforis from all central and state enforcement agencies
along with the paramilitary forces’

Mr. Pabitra Khaund, Secretary, Department of Industries & Commerce, Government of Assam said that the Prime Minister's call on Vocal for
local’ wil be a patent tool in our fight agamnst counterferting and smuggling. It will create a conducive envirenment for the economy of the state
government and play a major role in strengthening India. He further added that the govamment of Assam has launched several schemes in this
direction, which has immensely benefited local artisans and small enterprises.
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ASSAM GOVERNMENT BOOSTS PROMOTION OF LOCAL GOODS T0 COUNTER
ILLICIT TRADE

NEW DELHI, 16™ September 2020: Mr. Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary, Food & Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs, Government of Assam said, “The criminals who are induiging in smugaling and
counterfeiting activities are promoting crime and economic instability and the consumers are bearng the
brunt of it It is important that we instill pride for Indian brands and goods amongst the consumers. This will
play a pivotal role in putting counterfeit and smuggled products aut of the market.” Addressing a

webinar ‘Combating Counterfeiting and Smuggling during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond',
organized by FICCI's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the
Economy (CASCADE), Mr. Dutta further said, “The menace of illicit rade is fo De dealt in 3 dedicated and
systematic manner with concerted efforts from all central and state enforcemeant agencies along with the
paramilitary forces”

Mr. Pabitra Khaund, Secretary, Department of Industries & Commerce, Government of Assam said
that the Prime Minister's call on “ocal for local’ will be a patent tool in our fight against counterfeiting and
smuagling. It will create a conducive environment for the economy of the state govemment and play a
maijor role in strengthening India. He further added that the govemment of Assam has launched several
schemes n this direction, which has immensely benefited local artisans and small enterprises.

hr. G. M. Kamel, Commissicner, Commissionarate of Customs, North Eastern Region, highlighted the role
of customs in addressing this menace in North Eastern region. He said. “The custom officers are working in
close coordinafion with DRI, Assam Rifles and State Police to make the task of 2 smugaler a difficult one”
The commissioner shared that during the Covid period they have successiully conducted 710 seizures of
goods worth Rs. 110.cr.

Congratulating fhe Assam government and the enforcement agencies Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI
CASCADE said, "The enforcement officials have relentiessly pursued the smuaglers and counterfieiters in
the Morth Eastern region and over the last few months seized contraband and illicit cigareftes, liquor, drugs,
currency and consumer goods”. He urged them to keep up the good work which will ensure that the
perpetrators of illicit rade do not see the covid-19 situation as a reason 10 exploit vulnerable consumers
and organizations.
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i Guwahati, Sep 16 (PTI) The customs sleuths have seized various goods worth Rs 110 crore in 710 operations in North
Customs seized 1 " — y
East since the COVID-13 pandemic hit the country and the region, & senior officisl said on Wednesday.
goods worth Rs

Addressing 3 webinar on 'Combating Counterfeiting and Smuagling during the COVID-1% pandemic and beyond'

1 1 0 cr In N E dunng organized by industry chamber FICCI, Commissioner of Customs (Morth East) G M Kamei said their officialz are

C OVI D _1 9 conducting raids in coordination with other departments.

pa ndem ic ‘During the COVID-19 period, we have successfully conducted 710 operations and seized goods worth Rs 110 crore, he
2aid at the webinar by FICCI's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE)
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The customs officers are working in cloze coordination with Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), As=am Rifles and
various state police to make the task of smuggiers difficult, Kamei said

[

f Debajyoti Dutta, Secretary of Assam's Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs Department, said: 'The criminals
indulging in smugaling and counterfeiting activities are promoting crime and sconomic instability, and the consumers are
- bearing the brunt of it” The menace of illicit trade s to be dealt in & dedicated and systematic manner with concerted
efferts from all central and state enforcement agencies slong with the paramilitary forces, he sdded.
1
Lauding the efforis of the slsuths from various agencies, FICC] CASCADE Chairman Anil Rajput said. 'The enforcement
in officials have relentlessly pursusd the smugglers and counterfziters in the North East and over the last few monthe

seized contraband and illicit cigareties, liquor, drugs, currency and consumer goods.” On September £, the FICC
CASCADE had said that the recent rise in smugaling in North East could be attributed to economic distress caused by
COVID-18 pandemic, which has resulted in loss of jobs and lack of income due to recurrent lockdowns. PTI TR RGRG
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