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The recent report
by the Directorate
of Revenue
Intelligence states
that 412 cases

of smuggling
were detected
and seizure of
contraband waorth
Rs 1,949 crore
resulted in the
year 2019-20

An uphill battle

Though enforcement agencies have offset attempts of illicit
trade during the pandemic, the task still remains

n age-old adage —
in every adversity
Lies an opportunity
— was proved trae
by thie enforcement agencies
and their phenomenal work
o arvest the menace of illicin
trade during the COVID-19
period. While on one hand, the
world was struggling o cope
wiith e health crisis which hit
s Baat yea, illicit operations, on
the other hand, fownd this o
e an opporune moment 1o
further thelr vicieus plan by
ush smuggled, counter-
P “‘gmmpiil.i prnds into
rhenurh: = impacting the
national excheguer and dans-
ahm penuing mamifsciurers.
grey markel opera-
umu wire getting murkier -
the spike in the illicit rrade of
popular pandemic products
sich as sanisers, face masks,
PPE suits, disinfecianis, med-
icines efc. along with the pro-
liferation of such goods being,
sold online, inchding in the
dark web was evidently seen.
The crimimals wanied o
take advantage of what they
thought was a lowering of
guard by the government and
enforcement agencies because
of theesir fosems om Ciovid - related
pressing issues. This couldn’t
bee further from the cruth and
proved o be an immense
opporianity for sur officers to
quiell the nefarious sgenda and
mzh the offenders
Wi saw that enforcement
authorities world overre-
acted concertedly o heighten
response against this ghobal
. Be it Interpal’s Oper
ation Pangea X1, which saw
police, customs and health
regulatory authorsties from
S0 countries take part in ool-
lective actinn against the ille-
gl online sale of medicines
and medical products or the
global operation STOP by

Miicit cigureties warth sround Bs 412 crore were seized in india befween June and Dctober 2020

WO agaimss llegal rafficking
linkied 1o COVID- 19, a strong
conmter strike to thwart the il-
mieniunns was put moaction
Iy Imakia tewis, ovar odficers:
mose (o push back the smug
glers, tax evaders, trafbckers
and black marketers leaving
them bitterly disappodnted.
Inedligence and inpovative
strategies of Indian Costoms,
Directorate of Revenue Ingel-
lsgence (DRI), Police and Fara
military forces helped them
o raid amal seize astounding
quantities of sm spu-
rious, and counterfeit prod-
ucts such 38 sanitbsers, masks,
PPE kis, disirfectants, taile-
ries and cosmetics, electronic
gonds, cigareties, spaces, aboa-
hind, gold #tc across states. For
instance, in the North East
adome, the customs sheutls
seized various goods waorth
Bs 110 crofe in 710 apera-
thons since the pandemic hin
the country, Another
that stands out is the selzre of
Hlic# cigareties worth amound
Hs 412 crores between June
amd Olctober 2000 acros Indm,
a rise [rom Hs 52 crones in

20019, Diespite several restric-
tions, India saw a huge surge
n -I'IF.IFEH‘-I' !I'I'IILwlI'I.* CAReS
and continued to be a target
for wbacco smugglers. How-
ever, this was duly taken care
of by the commendable work
of our enforcensent agencies.
DR fin s pecent S muggling
in Indis’ report, staned that
412 cases of smugpling were
detected and seizure of con-
traband worth Rs 1,949 crone
resulted in the year 2005920
Through risk assesament tech-
nigues and data analyrics, DRI
was able o unearth 761 com-
plex cases of customs involy-
ing duty evasion amounting
o Rs 2,183 crore, Moreowver,
during this perind, agencies
actively participabed im malti-
lateral operations and have also
asctively joined hands with
Eamﬂmmumb!hh
menace. DRI and BSFS joint
aperation in March 2020 seiz-
ing ovwer 21 kgaf Fj:%f:hrlﬁ;d;t
o 1']1.-: Indn Ban
der or the dose cooperation
of cusfoms with DR, Assam
Rifles amud state police to make
the task of smugglers difficult

in northeast India are a testi-
my o thils

Tew ny mind, the Cownd
period tested the alertness of
our endorcement beams, amd
our officers have not been
found waiting. [ compliment
the officers, whio have not anly
sdapted to the new challenges
brought in due o change in
the economic soenario aris-
img ourt of COWTD- 19 but have
also protected infltration of
counterfeit and smngghed
goods into cur markeiplaces
while plugging the leakage of
government’s b revenuwe and
maincaining law and order in
the coumnitry. Moreover, their
preparedness has also helped
the coumtry in anticipat-
ing and countering the new

ized crime symdicates
ackous the glohe epecially in
the Covid efa.

Ulimately, neither the
strict lnckdown nor a pan-
dernic could stop the perpetra-
tors of dlicd trade. In fact, with
an increasing numsher of sei
ures being reporied every day,
the total seizures may just be

the tip of the iceberg of 2 much
larger network; and hence, fhis
calls for a conlinued focus on
tackling the widespread threat.
FICCTs Comymittes Agninst
Smupggling and Counterfeli-
img Activities Destroying the
Economy, (CASCADE), has
been over the years engag-
|.1'|.g'w'iﬂ1.1l1= governament with
the aim of greater aware-

ness and o how the indus-
ry coukd play a collsborative
ke with enfoscement agencies
to address this problem, One
of FICC] CASCADES man-
date s building capacities of
law enforcerment officers, and
to this, it has worked exten

sively and intensively — arga-
nizing tradning programnses
and cominuous interactions
wiith them scross India sensi-
tizimg on the threats emanating
from the spread of smupgling
and counterfeiting.

Inafia is today one of the
Eastesl-growing economies in
the warld, it is also a hot faveu-
rite of those Endulging in illici
trade. With selzures at an all-
timse high. it demonstrates the
resabve of the Gevermment to
contain smuggled and coun-
terfeil trade. The pandemic
compounded the problem of
illicit trade and this contin-
wes 1 be a hupge chall far
the nation. But the hands-on
approsch and alertness of our
enforcement officers o check
the growsh of illicit trade dur-
img snch unprecedented times
are indesd lasdable. However,
we cannol afford o gel com-
placent. It is important that
we continue the threst on
enforoemeil acdtivities. This
will urdoubitedly go along way
i keep the offenders at hay.
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