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Stringent action taken by Tamil Nadu have
resulted in reduction of smuggling: Minister

CHENNALI: R Sakkarapani,
Minister for Food and Civil
Supplies, Government of
Tamil Nadu on Tuesday said,
“Stringent actions by the state
have reduced the smuggling
of watches, gold, alcohol and
Indian currency, to a consider-
able extent, but there’s a lot that
still needs to be done.”
Addressing a seminar on
‘Preventive Strategies to Com-
bat Counterfeiting and Smug-
gling} organised by FICCI
CASCADE, the Minister sug-
gested to organize such aware-
ness programs in educational
institutions to involve the
youth in this fight against illicit
trade. He further urged FICCI
CASCADE to propagate the
problem of counterfeiting and
smuggling on social media
channels, newspaper and other

promotional sources in order
to make the general public
aware of this alarming issue.
PC Jha, Advisor, FICCI
CASCADE and Former Chair-
man, Central Board of Indirect
Taxes & Customs said, “Illicit
trade is a grave concern, it
undermines the nation’s econ-
omy, damages brand integrity,
and most importantly affects
health and safety of the citizens
which needs to be addressed
on an urgent basis” “During
the last twenty years, the vol-
ume of the counterfeiting activ-
ity globally has increased 100
times and the size of trade is
10 per cent of the legal inter-
national trade (around 2 per
cent of the world’s overall eco-
nomic output). The problem
of illicit trade is much more
serious than it is commonly

perceived””

Deep Chand, Advisor,
FICCI CASCADE and For-
mer Special Commissioner
of Police, New Delhi, empha-
sized on the need for con-
sumers being continuously
made aware of the detrimental
impact of illicit products. Con-
sumer awareness campaigns
that explain how to differenti-
ate a spurious product from a
genuine product, to demand-
ing a copy of the bill from the
seller, along with the harmful
consequences of buying ille-
gal products vis a vis a genu-
ine one, needs to be explicitly
conveyed. Increasing the rule
of law and enhancing effec-
tiveness of penalties and sanc-
tions is important to curb the
mounting hazards of Coun-
terfeiting and Smuggling, he

added.

Other key speakers
included Dr. G S K Velu, Chair-
man, FICCI Tamil Nadu State
Council & CMD, Trivitron /
Neuberg Group of Companies,
Bhupesh Nagarajan, Co-Chair-
man, FICCI Tamil Nadu State
Council & CMD, Indira Proj-
ects, Mahesh Kumar Agarwal,
Additional Director General of
Police, Chennai, G Ravindra-
nath, Principal Commissioner,
Chennai Customs and S Saroja,
Executive Director - Con-
sumer Advisory and Outreach
Vertical, Citizen Consumer
and Civic Action Group
(CAG).

The market for contraband
and smuggled goods is thriv-
ing in India and is today one
of the biggest challenges faced
by Indian industry. MPOST




Times of India

- Taxloss from
~illicit goods
up by 25 cr

Times News NETWORK

¢ Chennai: The prevalence of
: counterfeit products and
¢ smuggling in sectors such as
: mobile phones and fast-mov-
: ing consumer goods has in-
¢ creased thetaxlosstothe gov-
: ernment by 24,607 crore in
¢ the last eight years, said P C
: Jha, former chairman of the
: Central Board of Indirect
: Taxesand Customs (CBIC).
Speaking at the seminar
¢ on preventive strategies to
: combat counterfeiting and
¢ smuggling in the city, Jha
: said that five sectors — mo-
i bile phones, household and
¢ personal goods, tobacco prod-
: ucts, alcoholic beverages and
¢ packaged foods — were cho-
: sen as most fake and smug-
: gled products fell in those cat-
: egories.

: In smuggling, cigarettes
: and alcoholic beverages
: ranked second and third after
¢ gold, said Jha. The revenue
: loss due to illicit trade of to-
: bacco increased from 6,239
i crorein 2011-12 to?13,331 crore
¢ in2019-20.

: Food and civil supplies
: minister R Sakkarapani, who
¢ Inaugurated the seminar,
: said businesses should work
: together to prevent smug-
: glingand fake products in the
: market.
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Stringent actions taken by the state have resulted in reduction smuggling:
Minister for Food and Civil Supplies, Government of Tamil Nadu

CHENNAL Mr R Sakkara-
pani, Minister for Food and
Civil Supplies, Government of
Tamil Nadu today said, “Strin-
gent actions by the state have
reduced the smuggling of
watches, gold, alcohol and In-
dian currency, to a consider-
able extent, but there’s a lot
that still needs to be done”
Addressing a seminar on
‘Preventive Strategies to Com-
bat Counterfeiting and Smug-
gling, organized by FICCI
CASCADE, the Minister sug-
gested to organize such aware-
ness programs in educational
institutions to involve the
youth in this fight against il-
licit trade, He further urged
FICCI CASCADE to propa
gate the problem of counter-
feiting and smuggling on so-
cial media channels, newspa-
per and other promotional
sources in order to make the
general public aware of this

alarming issue.Mr PC Jha, Ad-
visor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes & Cus-
toms said, “Ilicit trade is a
grave concern, it undermines
the nation’s economy, damages
brand integrity, and most im

portantly affects health and
safety of the citizens which
needs to be addressed on an
urgent basis”

“During the last twenty
years, the volume of the coun
terfeiting activity globally has
increased 100 times and the
size of trade is 10% of the legal
international trade (around
2% of the world’s overall eco
nomic output). The problem
of illicit trade is much more
serious than it is commonly
perceived.”

Mr Deep Chand, Advisor,
FICCICASCADE and Former
Special Commissioner of Po
lice, New Delhi, emphasized

on the need for consumers be

ing continuously made aware
of the detrimental impact of
illicit products. Consumer
awareness campaigns that ex

plain how to differentiate a
spurious product from a genu-
ine product, to demanding a
copy of the bill from the seller,
along with the harmful conse-
quences of buying illegal prod

ucts vis a vis a genuine one,
needs to be explicitly con-

veyed. Increasing the rule of
law and enhancing effective-
ness of penalties and sanctions
is important to curb the
mounting hazards of Counter-
feiting and Smuggling, he
added

Other key speakers included
Dr. G § K Velu, Chairman,
FICCI Tamil Nadu State
Council & CMD, Trivitron /
Neuberg Group of Companies,
Mr. Bhupesh Nagarajan, Co

Chairman, FICCI Tamil Nadu
State Council & CMD, Indira
Projects, Mr. Mahesh Kumar
Agarwal, Additional Director
General of Police, Chennai,
Mr. G. Ravindranath, Princi-
pal Commissioner, Chennai
Customs and Ms. S. Saroja,
Executive Director - Consum-
er Advisory and Outreach Ver
tical, Citizen Consumer and
Civic Action Group (CAG).
The market for contraband
and smuggled goods is thriv-
ing in India and is today one
of the biggest challenges faced
by Indian industry. The coun-
try is witnessing widespread
smuggling in various product
categories such as gold, ciga
rettes, cosmetics, medicines,
jewellery, readymade gar
ments, alcohol, capital goods
and consumer electronics,
which is severely hurting the
country’s economy. The prob
lem gets more acute in states

like Tamil Nadu owing its vast
coastline and Chennai being
one of the major significant
seaports. Smugglers use these
destinations to get products
into the country and then dis-
tribute in the domestic market.

The seminar discussed the
importance of increased
awareness on the hazards of
counterfeiting and smug
gling, and the need for effec
tive enforcement to enhance
India’s economic develop-
ment. The seminar also de
liberated on FICCI CAS-
CADE's recent report titled
Illicit Markets: A Threat to
Our National Interests,
which examines the impact
of illicit trade in five key in
dustries in India Mobile
Phones, FMCG-Household
and Personal Goods, FMCG
Packaged Foods, Tobacco
Products, and Alcoholic Bev
erages.
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SEMINAR ON

PREVENTIVE STRATEC!

Stringent actions taken by the

state have resulted in reduction smuggling
Minister for Food and Civil Supplies, Govt of Tamil Nadu

CHENNAL:

Mr R Sakkarapani, Min-
ister for Food and Civil
Supplies, Government of
Tamil Nadu today said,
“Stringent actions by the
state have reduced the
smuggling of watches,
gold, alcohol and Indian
currency, to a consider-
able extent, but there's a
lot that still needs to be
done.”

Addressingaseminaron
‘Preventive Strategies to
Combat  Counterfeiting
and Smuggling’, orga-
nizedbyFICCICASCADE,
the Minister suggested to
organize such awareness
programs in educational
institutions to involve the
youth in this fight against
illicit trade.

He further urged FICCI
CASCADE to propagate
the problem of counterfeit-
ing and smuggling on so-
cial media channels,

newspaper and other pro-
motional sources in order
to make the general public
aware of this alarming is-
sue.

Mr PC Jha, Advisor, FIC-
CICASCADE and Former
Chairman, Central Board
of Indirect Taxes & Cus-
toms said, “lllicit trade is a
grave concern, it under-
mines the nation's econo-
my, damages brand integ-
rity, and most importantly
affects healthand safety of
thecitizenswhichneedsto
beaddressedonanurgent
basis.”

“During the last twenty
years, the volume of the
counterfeiting activity
globallyhasincreased 100
times and the size of trade
is 10% of the legal interna-
tional trade (around 2% of
the world's overall eco-
nomic output). The prob-
lem of illicit trade is much
more serious than it is

commonly perceived.”

MrDeep Chand,Advisor,
FICCICASCADEandFor-
mer Special Commission-
er of Police, New Delhi,
emphasized on the need
for consumers being con-
tinuously made aware of
the detrimental impact of
illicit products.

Consumer awareness
campaigns that explain
how to differentiate a spu-
rious product from a gen-
uine product, todemand-
ing a copy of the bill from
the seller, along with the
harmful consequences
of buying illegal products
vis a vis a genuine one,
needstobeexplicitlycon-
veyed.

Increasing the rule of law
and enhancing effective-
ness of penalties and
sanctions is important to
curbthemountinghazards
of Counterfeiting and
Smuggling, he added.
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Call to crack whip on
counterfeit products

OP ARULN | DC
CHENNAI, NOV. 8

Minister for Food and Civil Supplies,
Consumer Protection and Price
Control R. Sakkarapani has appealed
to all the stakeholders, including Union
and state governments, to wage a war
against illicit business and counterfeit
products, which is affecting not only
the people but also the economy of the
country.

Inaugurating a seminar on
‘Preventive Strategies to Combat
Counterfeiting and Smuggling’ in
Chennai on Tuesday the minister said
after gold smuggling, illicit arrack, and
fake accounts in FB, modern trade
practices are hit by fake accounts and
fake credit cards. Time has come to
address such illicit practices and smug-
gling.

The meeting was organized by the
Federation of Indian Chamber of Co-
mmerce and Industry (FICCI).

Mahesh Kumar Agarwal, Additional
Director General of Police, Chennai,
said the industry must create effective
awareness among the consumers about
counterfeit products and how to lodge
complaint against such illicit trade.

PC.Jha, advisor, FICCI -Committee
Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying the Economy.
said “Ilicit trade undermines the
nation's economy, damages brand
integrity, and most importantly affects
health and safety of the citizens which
needs to be addressed on an urgent
basis.”

“During the last twenty years, the vol-
ume of the counterfeiting activity glob-
ally has increased 100 times and the
size of trade is 10 percent of the legal
international trade and it is equivalent
to 2 percent of the world’s overall eco-
nomic output. The problem of illicit
trade is much more serious than it is
commonly perceived,” he said,

A report on Illicit Markets: A Threat
to Our National Interests, published on
Tuesday, examined the impact of illicit
trade in five key industries in India
mobile phones, FMCG-household and
personal goods, FMCG-packaged foods,
tobacco products, and alcoholic bever-
ages,

The unlawful trade in five industries
results in a total estimated legitimate
employment loss of 21596 lakh., The
estimated tax loss to the government
due to illicit goods in these industries
is 158,521 crore, with two highly regu-
lated and taxed industries, tobacco
products, and alcoholic beverages,
accounting for nearly 49 percent of the
overall tax loss.

Among others DrGSK Vely,
Chairman, FICCI Tamil Nadu State
Council and CMD, Trivitron / Neuberg
Group of Companies, Bhupesh

Jagarajan, Co-Chairman, FICCI Tamil
Nadu State Council and CMD, Indira
Projects, G. Ravindranath, Principal
Commissioner, Chennai Customs and
S. Saroja, Executive Director - Cons-
umer Advisory and Outreach Vertical,
Citizen Consumer and Civic Action
Group (CAG) spoke in the meeting.
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‘State action
broughtdown
smuggling’

Chennai: Food and
civil supplies minister
R Sakkarapani said
state action
drastically brought
down smuggling of
watches, gold,
alcohol and Indian
currency, but more
needed to be done.
Addressing a seminar
titled ‘Preventive
Strategies to Combat
Counterfeiting and
Smuggling’,
organised by FICCI
Cascade, he
suggested awareness
programmes in
educational
institutions to
engage youth in the
fight against illegal
| tradein the State.
Social media,
newspapers, and
other channels could
be used to spread
awareness on
counterfeiting and
t  smuggling. ENS
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