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India's march to $40 trillion economy under Amrit Kaal can be seized by smuggling:
Report
PTI/ Feb 10, 2023

NEW DELHI: The magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the country’s economy might
become a roadblock in India’s march towards a $40 trillion economy under the government’s vision
of Amrit kaal, a report said. There is a need to launch a robust international campaign against the
menace of smuggling so that major impediment in the growth path is removed, FICCI Committee
Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) in a report.

While last year FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark February 11 as Anti-Smuggling Day, it has
appealed to the government to highlight the issue of smuggling on the world stage and work with
the United Nations to declare the day as ‘International Anti-Smuggling Day’.

The significance of the need for a high- impact international campaign against smuggling can be
understood in the context of massive loss that smuggling inflicts on the Indian economy, it said. The
tax loss to government of India because of the illicit trade has jumped 163 per cent to Rs 58,521
crore in 2019-20 for 5 key industries - alcoholic beverages, mobile phones, FMCG-household and
personal goods, FMCG-packaged foods and tobacco products, as per the report.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/indias-march-to-40-trillion-economy-
under-amrit-kaal-can-be-seized-by-smuggling-report/articleshow/97805399.cms
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Business Standard

Smuggling can slow march to $40-trillion economy, says FICCI report

The FICCI CASCADE has urged the government to launch a robust international campaign against
the menace of smuggling.

The magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the country's economy might become a
roadblock in India's march towards a S$40-trillion economy under the government's vision of
Amrit Kaal, FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE) said in a report. It said the tax loss to the Centre because of the illicit trade jumped by
163 per cent to reach Rs 58,521 crore for five key industries in over 10 years till 2020.

Anil Rajput, chairman, FICCI CASCADE (Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Destroying the Economy) said, “While we will continue to highlight the issue of smuggling in the
country, an International Anti-Smuggling Day declared by the United Nations (UN) will enable
momentum to an international campaign against smuggling by bringing together nations — both
developing and developed, international institutions, policymakers, industry, enforcement
agencies, and media. It will highlight the growing hazard of smuggling and create awareness
amongst consumers and the youth to mitigate smuggling which has now become an obstacle to
nation-building”.

The FICCI CASCADE has urged the government to launch a robust international campaign against
the menace of smuggling. It said that the magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the
country’s economy might become a roadblock in India’s march towards a $40 trillion economy
under the Government’s vision of Amrit Kaal.

While last year FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark 11th February as Anti-Smuggling Day,
the body is appealing to the Indian government to highlight the issue of smuggling on the world

stage and work with the United Nations to declare this as an ‘International Anti-Smuggling Day’.

P C Jha, Former chairman, CBIC (Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs) and Adviser- FICCI
CASCADE said, “Given the massive damage that smuggling is inflicting on the Indian economy,
the government has to take up the issue at the international stage and lead a campaign against
it. So far, the government and its enforcement agencies have been doing commendable work to
check smuggling into the country. To bolster the present efforts, now different ministries need

to come together to highlight the issue on the international stage.

https://wap.business-standard.com/article-amp/economy-policy/tax-loss-to-govt-from-illicit-
trade-jumped-by-163-over-10-years-report-123021001615 1.html
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Smuggling could hinder India’s march to $40 trillion economy under Amrit Kaal:

Report
Updated 10 Feb 2023

New Delhi: The magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the country’s economy might become
a roadblock in India’s march towards a $40 trillion economy under the government’s vision of Amrit Kaal,
a report said.

There is a need to launch a robust international campaign against the menace of smuggling so that major
impediment in the growth path is removed, FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) said. While last year FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark 11
February, 2023 as Anti-Smuggling Day, the body is appealing to the Indian government to highlight the
issue of smuggling on the world stage and work with the United Nations to declare this as an ‘International
Anti-Smuggling Day’. The significance of the need for a high-impact international campaign against
smuggling can be understood in the context of the massive loss that smuggling inflicts on the Indian
economy.

As per a 2022 FICCI CASCADE’s study titled - ‘lllicit Markets: A Threat to Our National Interests’, over a
period of 10 years, the tax loss to the Government of India because of the illicit trade has jumped by 163%
to reach a mammoth 58,521 crore (from Rs. 22,230 crore) for 5 key industries--alcoholic beverages,
mobile phones, FMCG-household and personal goods, FMCG-packaged foods and tobacco products.

It further said India should also forge together the interests of similar developing countries such as
Indonesia, Brazil and the Philippines which are facing the impact of smuggling. Apart from the UN, India
can and should also highlight smuggling in other global platforms like the G20.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/smuggling-could-hinder-india-s-march-to-40-trillion-economy-
under-amrit-kaal-report-11676030308327.html
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Business Standard

India's march to $40 trn economy can be seized by smuggling: Report

The magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the country's economy might become a
roadblock in India's march towards a USD 40 trillion economy under the government's vision of
Amrit Kaal, a report said.

There is a need to launch a robust international campaign against the menace of smuggling so
that major impediment in the growth path is removed, FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) said in a report.

While last year FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark February 11 as Anti-Smuggling Day, it
has appealed to the government to highlight the issue of smuggling on the world stage and work
with the United Nations to declare the day as 'International Anti-Smuggling Day'.

The significance of the need for a high-impact international campaign against smuggling can be
understood in the context of the massive loss that smuggling inflicts on the Indian economy, it

said.

The tax loss to Government of India because of the illicit trade has jumped 163 per cent to Rs
58,521 crore in 2019-20 for 5 key industries - alcoholic beverages, mobile phones, FMCG-

household and personal goods, FMCG-packaged foods and tobacco products, as per the report.

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-s-march-to-40-trn-

economy-can-be-seized-by-smuggling-report-123021000779 1.html
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Tax Loss From lllicit Trade Jumped 163% Over 10-Years: Report

The FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Destroying the Economy (CASCADE)
has urged the government to launch a robust international campaign against the menace of
smuggling. It said that the magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the country’s
economy might become a roadblock in India’s march towards a $40 trillion economy under the
Government’s vision of Amrit Kaal. While last year FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark
11th February as Anti-Smuggling Day, the body is appealing to the Indian government to highlight
the issue of smuggling on the world stage and work with the United Nations to declare this as an
‘International Anti-Smuggling Day’.

The significance of the need for a high-impact international campaign against smuggling can be
understood in the context of the massive loss that smuggling inflicts on the Indian economy. As
per a 2022 FICCI CASCADE's study titled - ‘lllicit Markets: A Threat to Our National Interests’, over
a period of 10 years, the tax loss to the Government of India because of the illicit trade has
jumped by 163 per cent to reach a mammoth Rs 58,521 crore (from Rs. 22,230 crore) for 5 key
industries - Alcoholic Beverages, Mobile Phones, FMCG-Household and Personal Goods, FMCG-
Packaged Foods and Tobacco Products. In the same period tax loss because of the illicit trading
in two highly regulated and taxed industries - alcohol and tobacco products has jumped by 227
percent.

In the FMCG category, Packaged Foods and Household & Personal Goods, the loss witnessed an
increase by 162 percent during the same period. The overall size of the illicit market in this 10-
year period has swelled to a whopping Rs 2,60,094 crore.

https://www.businessworld.in/article/Tax-Loss-From-Illicit-Trade-Jumped-163-Over-10-years-
Report/10-02-2023-465151/
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India's march to $40 trillion economy under Amrit Kaal can be seized by
smuggling: Report

There is a need to launch a robust international campaign against the menace of smuggling so
that major impediment in the growth path is removed, FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and

Counterfeiting Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) said in a report.

PTI|FEBRUARY 10, 2023

The magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the country's economy might become a
roadblock in India's march towards a USD 40 trillion economy under the government's vision of
Amrit Kaal, a report said.

There is a need to launch a robust international campaign against the menace of smuggling so
that major impediment in the growth path is removed, FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) said in a report.

While last year FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark February 11 as Anti-Smuggling Day, it
has appealed to the government to highlight the issue of smuggling on the world stage and work
with the United Nations to declare the day as 'International Anti-Smuggling Day'.

The significance of the need for a high-impact international campaign against smuggling can be
understood in the context of the massive loss that smuggling inflicts on the Indian economy, it
said.

The tax loss to Government of India because of the illicit trade has jumped 163 per cent to Rs
58,521 crore in 2019-20 for 5 key industries - alcoholic beverages, mobile phones, FMCG-
household and personal goods, FMCG-packaged foods and tobacco products, as per the report.

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/economy/indias-march-to-40-trillion-
economy-under-amrit-kaal-can-be-seized-by-smuggling-report-10051341.html
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FICCI CASCADE urges govt to launch robust international campaign against
smuggling

The FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Destroying the Economy (CASCADE)
has urged the government to launch a robust international campaign against the menace of
smuggling. It said the magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the country’s economy
might become a roadblock in India’s march towards a 40 trillion-dollar economy under the
Government’s vision of Amrit Kaal.

While last year FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark February 11 as Anti-Smuggling Day, the
body is appealing to the Indian government to highlight the issue of smuggling on the world stage
and work with the United Nations to declare this as an ‘International Anti-Smuggling Day’.

The significance of the need for a high-impact international campaign against smuggling can be
understood in the context of the massive loss that smuggling inflicts on the Indian economy.

As per a 2022 FICCI CASCADE’s study titled — ‘lllicit Markets: A Threat to Our National Interests’,
over a period of 10 years, the tax loss to the Government of India because of the illicit trade has
jumped by 163 per cent to reach a mammoth Rs 58,521 crore (from Rs 22,230 crore) for five key
industries — Alcoholic Beverages, Mobile Phones, FMCG-Household and Personal Goods, FMCG-
Packaged Foods and Tobacco Products.

PC Jha, former Chairman, Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC) and Advisor- FICCI
CASCADE said given the massive damage that smuggling is inflicting on the Indian economy, the
government has to take up the issue at the international stage and lead a campaign against it.
Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, said: “While we will continue to highlight the issue of
smuggling in the country, an International Anti-Smuggling Day declared by the UN will enable
momentum to an international campaign against smuggling by bringing together nations — both
developing and developed, international institutions, policymakers, industry, enforcement
agencies and media.

It will highlight the growing hazard of smuggling and create awareness amongst consumers and
the youth to mitigate smuggling which has now become an obstacle to nation-building, he said.
On the occasion of the second Anti-Smuggling Day, FICCI CASCADE is organising a conference in
New Delhi on February 11. The conference will feature several senior functionaries from leading
international organisations, such as World Customs Organization (WCO), United Nations Office
for Drugs and Crime (UNODC), US Homeland Security and Australian Border Force.

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/ficci-cascade-urges-govt-to-launch-robust-international-
campaign-against-smuggling-1503153734.html/amp
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India's march to a $40 trillion economy under
Amrit Kaal can be seized by smuggling: FICCI
CASCADE

- Calls for declaring February 11 as the 'International
Anti-Smuggling Day' by the United Nations

- Appeal to the Indian Government to lead an
international concerted initiative against smuggling

- Tax loss to Govt of India from illicit trade has jumped
by 163% over 10-years

NEW DELHI, 10 February 2023: The FICCI Committee
Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Destroying the
Economy (CASCADE) has urged the government to
launch a robust international campaign against the
menace of smuggling. It said that the magnitude of
smuggling and the consequent loss to the country's
economy might become a roadblock in India's march
towards a $ 40 trillion economy under the
Government's vision of Amrit Kaal. While last year
FICCI CASCADE took the initiative to mark 11th
February as Anti-Smuggling Day, the body is appealing
to the Indian aovernment to hiahliaht the issue of
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Ine signimcance of the needa 1or a high-impact
international campaign against smuggling can be
understood in the context of the massive loss that
smuggling inflicts on the Indian economy. As per a
2022 FICCI CASCADE's study titled - 'lllicit Markets: A
Threat to Our National Interests', over a period of 10
years, the tax loss to the Government of India because
of the illicit trade has jumped by 163% to reach a
mammoth Rs 58,521 crore (from Rs. 22,230 crore) for
5 key industries - Alcoholic Beverages, Mobile Phones,
FMCG-Household and Personal Goods, FMCG-
Packaged Foods and Tobacco Products. In the same
period tax loss because of the illicit trading in two highly
regulated and taxed industries - alcohol and tobacco
products has jumped by 227%. In the FMCG category,
Packaged Foods and Household &#038; Personal
Goods, the loss witnessed an increase by 162% during
the same period. The overall size of the illicit market in
this 10-year period has swelled to a whopping Rs.
2,60,094 crore.
With a view to highlight the issue internationally, FICCI
CASCADE is of the view that this campaign should be
driven from the top-most level of the government - from
the Prime Minister's Office. A concerted effort must be
made to put the issue of smuggling on the agenda of
the UN General Assembly. India should also forge
together the interests of similar developing countries
such as Indonesia, Brazil and the Philippines which are
facing the impact of smuggling. Apart from the UN,
India can and should also highlight smuggling in other
giobal platforms like the G20.

http://dhunt.in/JpWfn
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The Statesman

Tradebody’scry tostopillicit trade on Anti-Smuggling Day

ASHOK CHATTERJE

KOLKATA WOFEBRUARY

The HOCI Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeit-
ing Destroving the Economy
(CASCADE) has urged the
government to launcha mbust
intemational campaign against
the menace of smuggling

The trade body has taken
the initative to mark 11 Feb-
ruary asAnti- Smuggling Day
Itis appealing to the govemn-
ment 1o highlight the issue of
smuggling on the worid stage
and work with the United
Natons to declare this as an
ITnternational Antl-Smuggling
Day’. The FICCI isorganizing
a conference in New Delhi
tomorrow on the subject of
smuggling,

The trade body said that the
magnitude of smuggling and
the consequent loss to the
country’s economy might
becomea roadblockin India’s
march towards a $40 trillion
economy under the Govemn-

ment’s vision of Amrit Kaal.

As per a 2022 FICCI CAS-
CADES study tithed - Whicit Mar-
kets: AThreat to Our Nation-
al Interests’, over a period of
10years, the tax boss to the Cen-
tre because of the illicit rade
has jumped by 163% to reach
a mammoth Rs 58521crore
(from Rs 22230 crome) for 5 key
industries - alcoholic bever-
ages, mobile phones, FMCG-
household and pessonal goods,
FMCG-packaged foods and
tobacco products. The over-
all size of the lllicit market in
this 10-year period has swelled
to a whopping Rs 2,60 094
crore.

Witha view to highlight the
Issue Internationally, FICCI
CASCADE is of the view that
this campaign should be dri-
ven from the Prime Minister’s
Office

A concertedeflortmust be
made 1o put the issue of smug-
glingon the agenda of the UN
CenemlAssembly: India should
also forge wgether the inter-
ests of similar developing
countries such as Indonesia,
Brazl and the Philippines
which are focing the impact
of smuggling. Apart from the
UN, India can and should
also highlight smuggling in
other global platforms ke

the G20

PC Jha, former chairman,
Central Board ofindirect Taxes
& Customsand adviser- FICCI
CASCADE sald, "Given the
massive damage that smug-
gling s Inflicting on the Indi-
an economy, thegovernment
has totake up the issue at the
international stage and lead
acmum}m against it The sur-
vey was for three years from
2015-2018. The loss to India
is about Rs 1,17,000cr. And this
isonly for five ltems. We keep
sharingour study reports with
the government so that they
can bring in change in their
policies. The northeastern
states are major culprits, West
Bengalis also vulnerable as it
has intermational border. Other
nations and UN bodies are sen-
sitive to Indian smuggling as
India is an important coun-
try in the world map*”

Stmuggling has been termed
as the crime of the 215t cen-
tury as it continues to grow
across the globe.
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India’s march to $40 tn economy under Amrit Kaal can
be seized by smuggling, says FICCI CASCADE Report

NEW DELHI: The magni
tude of smuggling and the
consequent loss to the coun
try’s economy might become
a roadblock 1n India's march
towards a $40 trillion economy
under the government’s vision
of Amrit Kaal, a report said.
There is 2 need to launch a
robust infernational campaign
inst the menace of smug-
Ing so that major impediment
in the growth path is removed,
FICCI Commitiee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeit-
ing Destroying the Econamy
(CASCADE) said in a report.
While last year FICCI
CASCADE ook the inftiative
to mark February 11 as Anti-
Smuggling Day, it has appealed

to the government to highlight
the issue of smuggling on the
warld sta work with
the United Nations 1o declare
the day as "International Anti-
bl ing Day’

The significance of the
need for af‘lgh-impacl inter-
national campaign against
smuggling can be understood
in the context of the massive
loss that smuggling inflicts on
the Indian economy, it said.

The tax loss to Government
of India because of the illicit
trade has jumped 163 per cent
to Rs 58,521 crore in 2019-20
for 5 key industries - alcoholic
beverages, mobile phones,
FMCG-household and per-
sonal geods, FMCG-packaged

foods and tobacco praducts, as
per the report

Tax doss because of the illicit
trading in two highly regu-
fated and taxed industries -
alcohol and tobucco products
- has jumped 227 per cent, it

said.

It further said India
should also forge together
the interests of similar devel-

oping countries such as Indo-
nesia, Brazil and the Philippines
which are facing the impact of
smuggling,

Given the massive dam-
age that smuggling is inflict-
ing on the Indian cconomy, the
government has (o take up the
issue at the international stage
and lead a campaign against it,
PC Jha, former chairman, Cen-
trul Board of Indirect Taxes &
Customs and Adviser- FICCH
CASCADE sasd.

It will highlight the grow.
ing hazard of smuggling and
Ccreate AwWdreness amongst con-
sumers and the youth to miti-
gate smuggling which has now
become an obstacle to nation
building, FICCI CASCADE

Chalrman Anil Rajput said,

Smuggling has been termed
the crime of the 21t century as
it continues to grow across the
globe into a lucrative propo-
sition for some. at the cost of
causing significant losses for
the consumers, industry, soci-
ety and governments and nxore
s0 for developing countries, it
said.

It is upon countries like
India that can leverage its
whobal standing 1o bring out
the necessary covrdination and
collaboration amongst vari-
Ous countries to create aware-
ness, fight and mitigate this
global problem that pose seri-
ous threat both to security and
economy, it added. urost
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R & 40,000 3T ST T HFITEYT FeTet HT TE A VST § dFhL: RaAE

AT

10 February, 2023

oY fEeoll, 10 IaT (3T9T) TERLT T ToTe & G T I TcTTEYAT &1 ST AT §1 6T 8, I8
TIHN & AR & TSCHIVT & T AR & 40,000 STorX T IAITEUT FeTat T 75 A
VST &7 Hehell 8 | 3G Aol Wherehl hT TERT 3R STl aE 3T & HIeTaE AT 1 81 @
ThET o TEITh HTATT (hEhs) T veh RUIE & Tg 3MAHT STaTS 7S §IRTIC & 364N,
dERY & T-ATh Teh AT ARSI TTRITA TATT ST T ST & |

b o el ATl 11 BIALT I dTh-[AN e fgad & 9 F AT AT 3R TR T dThd)
o HE I faRd qeol W TWe 3R 3H et ol IR dE&ndl fader feaq & ik o enfyre
Y & ToIT YT ST & [IY HTH el aht el 1 AT INAIE & TR, Toalge arel 9
qery, AT Biet, &feteh ITANT aTell Te] 3R fAsh aeqv, dahe o Wrey gerd iR dareg
3cUTel & 3dY SATYR # Rl FIhR &l §lel dTell SJhdTel 2019-20 H 163 FTAAT TGeh
58,521 IS TIY &I AT g |

https://hindi.theprint.in/india/economy/smuggling-hindering-india-from-becoming-a-40-
trillion-economy-report/469993/
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CTERT T ToTE U G2 hT HITAEUT &l ST JehdleT &1 16T 8, T8 TXhR oh 3 cTehlel & TSEhHIT
& ded HARd & 40,000 STeR T 37TTTEAT It I g H AT 97 FhaT & |

3CNaT Hsof TtherehT #hT TR 3N STTell T3t & 3rTeaeT i &1 7§ TJohaTe o [ellh AIATT
(FEhs) T U RUIC 3 I5 32 SAcTs 1S &1 NI & 38R, T & et U Hofqd
ITRAUSERT 3TRAATT AT ST T TR B |

fherehT o TSl ATer 11 TRad! &l aTapdI-[aAvYy f&ad o T H HATIT AT 3R TR & d&ml &
He 1 [a99 o I 1@ R 3H e 1 TS el fAver fead & alk o enfiye et
o foTT TYeFcT TS o HTY e e T 37diel 1 AT

RAIE & 31TAR, Toarlgel aTel 97 TaTd, AT ®ie, &feleh 3u1T arell ee] 31X st a&qy,
tehe §¢ Wiy Yerd 3R delTep Scutal & A eTIR # 3R el TR I §lel dlell FJehdleT 2019-
20 7 163 HTCIRIAT ST 58,521 IS TUA BT aAT & | Y °ART H §lol dTel dJehdllel H Fa& SATeT
227 G JEft Teshlgel AR e, aTel ScdTel 3 TR A ES ¢

https://hindi.business-standard.com/economy/smuggling-report-is-an-obstacle-in-the-way-of-

india-becoming-a-400-trillion-economy
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$TR & 40,000 31X ST Y FACTTEYT FeTet Y TE & WST & TEH: Rl
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DRI seizes Z1k cr
contraband
every month

New Delhi: Smugglingisram-
pant and the enormity of the is-
sue can be gauged from the fact
that DRI seizes more than Rs
1,000 crore of contraband every
month, a top official said.

“Today, smugglers are using
sophisticated methods and
technologies to smuggle goods
across international borders.
This kind of illicit trade in
terms of counterfeiting and
smuggling is a global risk that
has negative impacts on econo-
mic activities, deprives govern-
ments of revenue, forces a high
burden on taxpayers, exposes
customers to dangerous pro-
ducts and provides linkages to
terrorism,” Mohan Kumar
Singh, director general, Direc-
torate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI),said whileaddressingata
Ficcievent. acencies




Business Standard

IN BRIEF

Smuggling can slow march
to $40-trn economy: Report

The magnitude of smuggling and the consequent loss to the
country's economy might become a roadblock in India’s march
towards a $&0~trillion economy under the government's

vision of Amrit Kaal, FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) said in a report.
It said the tax loss to the Centre because of the illicit trade jumped
by 163 per cent to reach ¥58,521 crore for five keyindustries inover
10 yearstill 2020. NIKESH SINGH
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DRI seizes contraband worth
£1,000 crore each month: DG

The enormity ofthe issue of smuggling can be gauged from the fact
thatthe Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) seizes more than
1,000 crore of contraband every month, said Mohan Kumar Singh,
director-general, DRI, at the Ficci Cascade 'Anti-Smuggling Day'
event. "Today, smugglers use sophisticated methods and
technologies tosmuggle goods across international borders. This
kind of illicit trade of counterfeiting and smuggling is a global risk
that has negative impacton economic activities, deprives
governments of revenue, forces a high burden on taxpayers,
exposes customers to dangerous products, and provides linkages
toterrorism," he said atthe event. NIKESH SINGH




The Statesman

‘DRI seizesT1,000crore of
contraband every month’

SNS & AGENCIES
NEW OELHI 11 FEBRUARY
Smuggling ts rampant and
the enormity of the issue
can be gauged from the fact
that DRI selzes more than Rs
1,000 crore of contraband
every month, a top official
sald,

For DRI every day is an
Anti-Smuggling Day, said
Mohan Kumar Singh, Direc
tor General, Directonte of Rev
enue Intelligence (DRI), while
addressing at FICCICAS
CADE "Anti-Smuggling Day’
in New Delhi on Saturday,

"Today, smugglers are
usingsophisticated methods
and technologies to smug-
gle goods across Interna
tianal borders, This kind of
illicit trade in terms of coun-
terfeiting and smuggling is
a global risk that has nega-
tive Impacts on economic
activities, deprives govern
ments of revenue, forces a
high burden on taxpayers,
exposes customers to dan
gerous products and provides
linkages to terrorism,” he
said,

Thinktanks. like FICCI-
CASCADE (Committee
Against Smuggling and Coun
terfeiting Activities Destroy-
ing the Economy) can play
animportant role in gener

ating fresh ideas, creating
awareness and highlighting
the problems of smuggling
and counterfelting. he added

Over the vears, FICCI
CASCADE has been working
on creating awareness on
tnckling the grave problem
of smuggling and launched
Anti-Smuggling Day in 2022
as & global first.

I'he objective of declar-
ing an Anti-Smuggling Day
was to highlight the issue
amongst consumers and
how smuggling s impacting
nation-building, enhance
coordination and coopera-
tlon between law enforce
ment agencies, facilitate bet-
ter exchange of information
and experiences, and build
a strong network to find
innovative solutions to com-
bat the menace of suggling,
Ficed said ina statement.

Speaking on the ocas-
sion, World Customs Organ
isation (WCO) Director, Com-
pliance and Facilitation
Directorate, P K Das said, "As
per UNCTAD smuggling
drains 3 percent ol the world's
economy and results in aloss
of 2 trillion dollars.” “To
address simuggling the WCO
has unveiled a three-year
strategic plan (2022-25) with
a focus in the areas of illicit
trade,” he added,
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India’s march to $40 trillion economy under Amrit Kaal
can be seized by smuggling: FICCI CASCADE

he magnitude of smug-

gling and the consequent

loss to the country's econo

my might become a road-

block in India’s march to
wards a USD 40 trillion economy
under the govornment’s vision of
Amrit Kaal, sald FICCI CASCADE
in a release.

There is a need to lnunch a ro-
bust international campalign
against the menace of smuggling
so that major Impediment In the
growth path is removed, FICCI
Committee Against Smuggling
and Counterfeiting Destroying the
Economy (CASCADE) said.

While last year FICCI CAS-
CADE took the Initistive to mark
February 11 as Anti-Smuggling
Day, It has appealed to the govern
ment to highlight the issue of
smuggling on the world stage and
work with the United Nations to
declare the day as 'International
Anti-Smugeling Day’.

The significance of the need
for a high-impact international
campalgn against smugeling can
be understood in the context of
the massive loss that smuggling
inflicts on the Indian economy, it
said.

The tax loss to Government of
India because of the illicit trade
has jumped 183 per cent (o Rs
58,521 crore in 2019-20 for 5 key in-
dustries - alcoholic beverages, mo-
bile ph FMCG-h hold and
personil gnods, FMCG-packaged
fods and tobaceo products. as per
the report.

Tax loss bocause of the illicit
trading in two highly regulated
and taxed Industries - alcohol and
tobacco products - has jumped 227
per cent, it said,

In the FMCG category, Pack-
aged Foods and Household & Per-

sonal Goods, the loss witnessed an
increase by 162% during the same
period. Tho overall size of the i)
lielt market in this 10-year period
has swelled to a whopping Rs.
260,004 crove, itsaid.

It further said India should
also forge together the Interests of

ippines which are facing the im.
pact of smuggling.

Glven the massive damage that
smuggling is inflicting on the In-
dian economy, the government has
to take up the issue at the interna.
tional stage and lead & campaign
against it, P C Jha, former chair-
man, Central Board of Indirect
Taxes & Customs and Adviser-
FICCI CASCADE said.

It will highlight the growing
hazard of smuggling and create
AWArEness amongst consumers
and the youth to mitigate smug-
gling which has now become an
obstacle to nation-building, FICCI
CAECADE Chairman Anil Rajput
sald.

Smuggling has been termed
the erime of the 21st contury as it
ocontinues to grow across the globe
into a luerative proposition for
some, a1 the cost of causing sig-
nificant losses for the consumers,
industry, society and governments
and more so for developing coun-
tries, it said.

1t is upon countries like India
that can leverage its global stand-
ing to bring out the necessary co-
ordination and collaboration
amongst various countries to cre-
ate awareness, fight and mitigate
this global problem that pose sert-
ous threat both to security and
economy, It added.

On the occaslon of the second
Anti-Smuggling Day, FICCI CAS-

CADE s organizing a conference
in New Delhi on 11th February
2023, The conference will feature
several senlor fes from
leading international organisa-
tions, such as World Customs Or
ganization (WCO), United Nations
OfMice for Drugs and Crime (UN-
0ODC), US Homeland Security and
Australian Border Force.

Senior officials from Govern-
ment of India will also speak at
the event representing the Depart-
ment of Revenue (Minlstry of )
nance), Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence, National Investiga-
tion Agency, Border Security
Foree, Indian Coast Guard and the
Appellate Tribunal for SAFEMA -
Smugglers and Forelgn Exchange
Manipulators (Forfeiture of Prop-
erty) Act, 1976. The conference
will also host two insightful panel
discussions In which distin.
guished Indian and international
experts will discuss ways on
strengthening the global strategy
to combat smuggling and foster-
Ing national security and econom-
e development by mitigating
smuggling.

Smuggling has been termed as
the crime of the 21st century as it
continues to grow across the globe
into a Jucrative proposition far
some, ot the cost of causing sig
nificant losses for the consumers,
industry, society and governments
and more so for developing coun-
tries, It is upon countries like In-
dia that can leverage its global
standing to bring out the neces-
sary coordination and collabora-
tion amongst various countries to
create awareness, fight and mitl.
gate this global problem that poses
serious threat both to security and

my.
— With Input from Agencies
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DRI seizes contraband of over 21,000 cr every
month: DG, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence

‘Smugeling is carvied oul in our country by the land, sea and air route via
different modes- containers, porous horders, usage of sophisticated means’

NEW DELHI: Mohan Kumar Singh,

Director General, Directorate of

Revenue Intelligence (DRI) while
addressing at FICCI CASCADE
‘Anti-Smuggling Day’ event said,
“For DRI every day is an Anti-Smug-
gling Day. The enormity of the issue
of smuggling can be gauged from
the fact that DRI seizes more than
Rs 1,000 crore of contraband every
month. Smuggling is carnied out in
our country by the land, sea and air
route via different modes- contain-
ers, porous borders, usage of sophis-
ticated means by sm s et
Applauding FICCI CASCADE
Singh said, “Today, smugglers are
using sophisticated methods and
technologies to smuggle goods
across international borders. This
kind of illicit trade in terms of coun-
terfeiting and smuggling is a global

nisk that has negative impacts on
economic activities, deprives gov-
ernments of revenue, forces a high
burden on taxpayers, exposes cus-
tomers to dangerous products and
provides linkages to terrorism. Think
Tanks like FICCI CASCADE can
play an important role in generating
fresh ideas, creating awareness and
highlighting the problems of smug-
glingand counterfeiting”

ver the years, FICCI CAS-
CADE has been working on creat-
ing awareness on tackling the grave
problem of smuggling and launched
Anti-Smuggling Day in 2022 asa
global first. The objective of declar-
ing an Anti-Smuggling Duy was to
highlight the issue amongst consum-
ers and how smuggling is impacting
nation-building, enhance coordi-
nation and cooperation between

law enforcement agencics, facilitate
better exchange of information and
experiences and build a strong net-
work to find innovative solutions to
combat the menace of smuggling.
P K Das, Director, Compliance
and Facilitation Directorate, World
Customs Organisation (WCO) said,
“As per UNCTAD smuggling drains
3 per cent of the world’s economy
and results in a loss of 2 trillion dol-
lars. To address smuggling the WCO
has unveiled a three- year strategic
plan (2022-25) with a focus in the
areas of illicit trade. WCO has also
launched a data strategy to nur-
ture and reengineer new processes,
incorporate modern disruptive
technologies like artificial intelli-
gence, blockchain, machine leamning,
drone, robotics ete” Highlighting the
importance of sharing best practices

to tackle smuggling, Das added,
“Advanced analytics used by CBIC
to detect fraud in indirect taxation
domain in India was showcased to
WCO members as part of dissemi-
nating best practices, WCO also has
been applying technology to improve
the seamless flow of information
and statistics. Real-time intelligence
sharing amongst custom agencies is
also being done”

Speaking on the importance of
Anti-Smuggling Day, Anil Rajput,
Chairman, FICCI CASCADE sud,
"A year ago, on this day, FICCICAS-
CADE, took the lead and marked the
launch of Anti-Smuggling Day on
February 11. On that day we pledged
to leave no stone unturned in rais-
Ing awareness and resolved to take
concerted action against this multi-
faceted adversary” mrost
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DRI seizes more than 31,000 cr
of contraband every month: DG

FPJ NEWS SERVICE
Mumbal / New Delhi

The Director-General of the
Directorate of Revenue Intel-
ligence (DRI) Mohan Kumar
Singh claimed on Saturday
that his department seizes
contraband worth over Rs
1,000 crore every month.

He was addressing ‘Antl
Smuggling Day’ organised by
the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
:‘r;dustry (FICCI) in New Del-

A press release issued by
FICCI in Mumbai quoted
Singh as saying, “For the
DRI, every day is an Anti-
Smuggling Day. The enormi-
ty of the lssue of smuggling
can be gauged from the fact
that DRI seizes contraband

worth more than Rs1,000

_ crore every month." Singh

said, “Today, smugglers are
using sophisticated methods
and technologies to smuggle
goods across international
borders.”

PK Das, Director, Compli-
ance and Facilitation Direc-
torate, World Customs Or-
ganisation (WCO) said, “As
per United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Develop:
ment (UNCTAD), smuggling
drains 3% of the world’s
economy and results in a loss
of $2 trillion. To address
smuggling the WCO has un-
veiled a three-year strategic
plan (2022-25) with a focus in
the areas of illicit trade.”

During the panel discus-
sions, Balesh Kumar, Mem-
ber, Appellate Tribunal

SAFEMA, Department of
Revenue, Ministry of Fi-
nance, acknowledged the
contribution of FICCI in
tackling the issue of smug-
gling and said, “Smuggling is
a multidimensional issue
and has serious impacts on
economic security as well as
national security”

AM Kulkarni, Additional
Director General, National
Investigation Agency said,
“Arbitrage arising out of
smuggling needs to be seen in
a new light, Smuggling not
only causes money arbitrage
but also fuels terrorism as
money gained from smug-
gling is being funnelled back
to countries which foster ter-
rorism and which in turn
comes back to impact our
country and other nations,
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New Delhi, feb 11 (P11} Smuggling is rampant and the enormity of the issue can be gauged from

ary month, a top official said

the tact that DRI seizes more than RS 1,000 crore of contraband &\

For DRI every day is an Anti-Smuggling Day, said Mohan Kumat Singh, Director General, Directocate

of Revenus Inteligence (OR!), while cddressing ot Ficcl CASCADE Anti-Smuggling Day’ here

“Today, smugglers ore using sophisticoted methods and technologies 10 smuggie goods ocross
international borders. This kind of iflicit trode in terms of counterfeiting and smuggling is a global
risk that has negative impacts on economic activities, deprnves governments of revenus, forces a
high burden on taxpayers, exposes customers to dangerous products and provides linkages to

terrorism,” he said

Think-tanks like Ficci CASCADE (Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities

Destroying the Economy) can play an important role in generating fresh ideas, creating awareness

ond highlighting the problems of smuggiing ond counterfeiting. he added

Over the years, Ficci CASCADE has been working on Creoting oworens

s on tackling the grave

problem of smuggling and lounched Anti-Smuggling Oay in 2022 as a global first
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DRI's monthly
seizures Cross
Z1,000 crore

THE ENORMITY OF the issuc of
smuggling can be gauged from the
fact that DRI seizes more than
1,000 crore of contraband every
month, DRIdirectorgeneral Mohan
Kumar Singh said.

“For DRI every day is an Anti-
Smuggling Day...Smuggling is car-
ried out in our country by the land,
sea and alr route via different
maodes- containers, porous borders,
usage of sophisticated means by
smugglers ete,” he said at FICC]
CASCADE (Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeitin
Activities Destroying the Economy,
‘Anti-Smuggling Day'event.

Applauding FICCI CASCADE,
Singh said,*Today, smugglers are
using sophisticated methods and
technologies to smuggle goods
across international borders. This
kind of illicit trade in terms of
counterfeiting and smuggling Is a
global risk that has negative
impacts on economic activities,
deprives governments of revenue,
forces a high burden on taxpayers,
exposes customers to dangerous
products and provides linkages to
terrorism.”

He said think tanks like FICCI
CASCADE can play an important
role in generating fresh ideas, cre-
ating awareness and highlighting
the problems of smuggling and
counterfeiting, Over the years,
FICCI CASCADE has been working
on creating awareness on tackling
the grave problem of smuggling
and launched Anti-smuggling Day
in 2022 as a global Ffirst,

-FEBUREAU
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