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FICCI CASCADE successfully hosted the ninth edition of its 
annual �agship conference, MASCRADE 2023 – Movement 
Against Smuggled and Counterfeit Trade on 28th -29th 
September 2023 at ITC Maurya, New Delhi. The theme for 
this year's conference was “Tackling Illicit Trade: Socio-
Economic Perspectives and Way Forward”. The conference 
was honoured by the esteemed presence of Mr. Anurag 
Thakur, Minister for Information & Broadcasting and Youth 
Affairs & Sports, Govt of India, Mr. Sanjay Kumar Agarwal, 
Chairman, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs; Mr. 
T. S. Tirumurti, Former Chair, United Nations Office of 
Counter terror ism (UNOC T )  and Ex-  Permanent 

I am delighted to share the latest edition of the FICCI 
CASCADE newsletter- through the newsletters, it has 

always been our endeavour to provide details and insights 
into our wide-ranging activities as well as feature the most 
up-to-date news and impactful articles related to our 
cause. FICCI CASCADE (Committee Against Smuggling and 
Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy) has for 
over a decade played a pivotal role in India by 
spearheading efforts to raise awareness and sensitization 
about the multitude of detrimental effects of smuggled, 
contraband, and counterfeit products. Our commitment is 
un�inching and is re�ected through the extensive and 
intensive collaboration with diverse stakeholders, aiming 
to achieve effective outcomes in enhancing public 
awareness about the challenges posed by the illicit 
activities. The following sections highlight some of the key 
initiatives and achievements in our ongoing pursuit to 
combat smuggling and counterfeiting.
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It was extremely encouraging and satisfying to note that the 
conference witnessed the participation of numerous senior 
officials from the government agencies l ike CBIC, 
Department of Revenue, Directorate of Enforcement, 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence. In addition, the robust 
and active participation by prominent international 
organisations such as UNODC, WCO, WIPO, INCB-UN, 
INTERPOL, JETRO, DKPTO, TRACIT along with subject matter 
experts from Denmark, Italy, France, Belgium among others 
was also well-received. This high-standard of participation 
brought in a three-sixty-degree view on the complex 
problem of illicit trade and the possible ways to address it and 
limit the damage that it unleashes. The discussions during the 
conference also underscored the imperative need for global 
collaboration in the �ght against illicit trade by boycotting 
smuggled and counterfeit goods. On this occasion, a report 
titled 'Hidden Streams: Linkages between Illicit Markets, 
Financial Flows, Organized Crime, and Terrorism' was also 
released. The report examined and revealed the hidden 
connections between smuggling and the funding of criminal 
activities and terrorism. 

Representative of India to the United Nations; and Hon'ble 
Mr. Justice, K. V. Viswanathan, Judge, Supreme Court of India. 
Mr. Anurag Thakur laid emphasis on the need for 
strengthening law enforcement agencies, fostering 
international cooperation, and implementing stringent 
measures in our efforts to tackle the pressing issue of illicit 
trade. 

Over the past few months, CASCADE has intensi�ed its 
interactions with various stakeholders, conducting a diverse 
range of seminars and training sessions for the law 
enforcement agencies, along with awareness programs for 
the youth throughout the country. These initiatives have 
been instrumental in fostering a nationwide campaign 
dedicated to addressing the challenges of counterfeiting and 
smuggling. Here, it is important to point out the critical role 
played by the state representatives in our crusade against 
illicit trade- Mr.  Ajay Kumar Singh, IPS, Director General of 
Police,  Jharkhand; Mr.  Kishor Kaushal,  IPS,  Senior 
Superintendent of Police, Ranchi; Mr. Anoop Birtharay, IPS, 
Deputy Inspector General of Police, Jharkhand addressed our 
recent state programmes in Ranchi, Jharkhand and 
wholeheartedly, extended their unwavering support to 
CASCADE. As part of our ongoing commitment to raise 
widespread awareness on the adverse impact of smuggling 
and counterfeiting on our economy, society health and 
safety, FICCI CASCADE successfully organized an Auto Rally at 
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Another aspect that we always stress upon is regularly 
monitoring the developments on illicit trade. FICCI CASCADE 

I have always been of the �rm view that we need to work 
together with the youth to address the growing hazards 
posed by counterfeiting and smuggling. With this objective, 
FICCI CASCADE organised a Youth Awareness Programme 
“Zero Evasion- Role of Youth in Making India Free from 
Smuggling & Counterfeiting” at New Delhi. The event saw 
enthusiastic and passionate participation of over 600 
students from across Delhi/NCR which clearly demonstrated 
their commitment towards combatting illicit trade. 

New Delhi which witnessed the participation of over 250 auto 
rickshaws. The rickshaw drivers were led by Mr. Rajendra Soni, 
General Secretary of the Delhi Auto rickshaw Sangh- under 
his guidance the auto rickshaw drivers displayed tremendous 
enthusiasm and promised to become the torchbearers for the 
cause. The event was extensively covered in various media 
reports and received very positive feedback. 

Anil Rajput

Jai Hind!

Chairman
FICCI CASCADE

Yours Sincerely

meticulously keeps track of its media coverage through the 
monthly Media Monitor. We are happy to state that there has 
been a notable increase in the media reports that have 
emphasized on the effectiveness of the enforcement agencies 
in con�scating counterfeit and smuggled goods. FICCI 
CASCADE extends its heartiest congratulations to the 
enforcement officials and applauds their proactive spirit and 
commendable efforts.

I am con�dent that you will �nd this newsletter an interesting 
read and look forward to your views and suggestions on the 
same! 
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Illicit Trade casts shadow on India’s progress towards achieving
a $5 trillion economy, says Anurag Thakur
New Delhi, Saturday, 30 September 2023 (Page-10) 

He said the intricate and alarming expansion of illicit trade underscore the need for 

New Delhi: Union Minister Anurag Thakur on Friday said the relationship between 
illicit trade, organised crime and terrorism poses a clear and present danger to 
global security and made a strong pitch to dismantle the networks that seek to 
undermine the country's security and prosperity.

Addressing the MASCRADE 2023 conference organised by FICCI, Thakur said 
the surge in illicit trade is a troubling consequence of globalisation that casts a 
shadow on India's progress towards achieving the goal of a USD 5 trillion 
economy.

"Illicit trade, whether conducted through activities like smuggling, counterfeiting 
or tax evasion, exacts a considerable socio-economic toll. It not only hinders our 
advancement but also drives up expenses, pushing these crucial goals even further 
from our reach," he said.

Let us join hands in this vital endeavour, working together to dismantle the 
networks that seek to undermine our security and prosperity. The fight against illicit 
trade is not just an economic battle; it is a battle for peace, stability and the future of 
our world," Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Thakur said.

Delhi businesswoman arrested
after Rs 11 crore worth foreign
cigarettes seized

Please take the screenshot of the 
clipping from this link-

The Directorate  of  Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) has seized two 
containers filled with smuggled 
cigarettes worth Rs 11 crore at 
Nhava Sheva port.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com
/city/mumbai/foreign-cigarettes-
worth-rs-11cr-found-in-fruit-
boxes/articleshow/104710751.cms

enhanced intergovernmental collaborations and public-private partnerships to 
formulate a comprehensive strategy.

Thakur said illicit trade serves as a significant source of revenue for terror 
organisations, enabling them to finance their nefarious activities. "These illegal 
networks thrive on the sale of counterfeit goods, smuggling of products, narcotics 
and arms, channelling the profits into funding acts of terror that disrupt the peace 
and stability of nations," he said. "The intertwined relationship between illicit 
trade, organised crime and terrorism poses a clear and present danger to global 
security, making it imperative that we confront this issue head-on," he said.

"Combating the pervasive social and economic determinants inflicted by illicit 
trade now stands as an imperative, reflecting India's steadfast commitment to 
preserving its hard-earned economic strength and securing a prosperous future," he 
added.

Tackling Illicit Trade: Socio-Economic
Perspectives and Way Forward

th th28  -29  September 2023  |  ITC Maurya, New Delhi

llicit trade creates an enormous capital flow from outside Iof the economy, not only resulting in loss of revenue for 
government and industries, but also jeopardizing public 

health and safety, and enriching criminals who are 
undermining the rule of law. The financial drain caused by 
illicit practices not only entails a serious impact on legitimate 
business revenues and local economies, but financial 
resources are re-invested in activities like terrorism and 
organized crime posing a serious threat to national and 
international security. 

FICCI CASCADE has been actively running campaigns with 
the aim of generating awareness amongst the public about 
the hazardous impacts of smuggling and counterfeiting, as 

part of its broader agenda to drive change in the society. 
FICCI CASCADE successfully hosted the ninth edition of its 
annual flagship conference, MASCRADE 2023 – Movement 
Against Smuggled and Counterfeit Trade on 28th -29th 
September 2023 at ITC Maurya, New Delhi. The theme of this 
year's conference was “Tackling Illicit Trade: Socio-Economic 
Perspectives and Way Forward”. The conference facilitated 
substantive discussions among the stakeholders, analysing 
the detrimental socio-economic consequences of illicit 
trade. Additionally, it highlighted the international efforts 
required to combat terror financing in illicit trade, as well as 
the utilization of technology to detect and prevent such 
activities. 

2023
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Addressing the inaugural session as the Chief Guest, Mr. 
Sanjay Kumar Agarwal, Chairman, Central Board of Indirect 
Taxes and Customs stated that India is emerging as a global 
force in international trade. In this era of heightened 
interconnectedness transcending geographical boundaries, 
the challenge posed by illicit trade looms larger than ever. It 
undermines national security, poses risks to legitimate 
manufacturing, drains government revenue, poses severe 
risk to public health and safety, and erodes the trust of both 
consumers and investors. Mr. Agarwal stressed that 
addressing this issue is paramount to safeguarding India's 
economic stability, ensuring fair competition, and nurturing 
an environment conducive to sustainable growth and 

streamlined business operations. The CBIC assumes a pivotal 
role in the comprehensive battle against illicit trade, added 
Mr. Agarwal.

Speaking on the escalating figures of GST revenue, Mr. 
Agarwal emphasized that the GST revenue has consistently 
surpassed the threshold of Rs 1.6 lakh crores month after 
month. In the context of anti-smuggling efforts, Mr. Agarwal 
mentioned that customs officers maintain a vigilant watch 
over those engaged in unlawful activities, whether it 
involves smuggling activities or hiding illicit goods within 
legitimate trade shipments. Furthermore, the CBIC is 
proactively investigating the adoption of advanced 
technologies to improve its operational capabilities. 

In the video message Dr. Kunio Mikuriya, Secretary General, 
World Customs Organization emphasized the necessity for 
customs administrations to give precedence to risk 
management and profiling, relying on timely and precise 
information to combat these threats and smuggling risks. He 
highlighted the significance of intelligence exchange and 
analysis, incorporating the utilization of advance cargo and 
passenger information.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE highlighted the 
diverse range of challenges such as inflation, recession, 

climate emergencies, and global conflicts, leading to 
heightened economic stagnation and distress worldwide. 
While the global economic state continues to fluctuate, the 
parallel existence of an illegitimate economy, represented 
by the surge in illicit trading activities globally, has witnessed 
unprecedented growth. Illicit trade has been seen mostly 
from the prism of loss to the exchequer. However, it has many 
more facets that impact our society. This unscrupulous 
global business has its tentacles reaching far and wide and 
compromises the safety and security of nations due to their 
sinister linkages with organized crime networks and terror 
financing.

Our Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has 
consistently emphasized the necessity to eradicate the root 
causes of terrorist financing. This clear directive from the 
highest echelons of the government 
underscores India's commitment to 
spearheading a global initiative against 
terror funding by eliminating the financial 
channels, added Mr. Rajput. Emphasizing 
that India is already a powerhouse and one 
o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  m o s t  v i b r a n t  
consumption environments, 

Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, CBI and Think Tank Member, 
FICCI CASCADE extended a warm vote of thanks and 

Mr. Rajput highlighted the collective efforts needed to 
ensure that illicit trade does not hinder our growth 
trajectory.

During the conference, FICCI CASCADE report titled 'Hidden 
Streams: Linkages between Illicit Markets, Financial Flows, 
Organized Crime, and Terrorism' was released. The report 
examined and revealed the hidden connections between 
smuggling and the funding of criminal activities and 
terrorism. The report also underlined the repercussions on 
the socio-economic structure of nations and presented a 
roadmap for the future to tackle the issue.

emphasized the necessity for collective strategic planning to 
combat the operations of illicit trade. He underscored the 
urgency for action, emphasizing the need to proceed in this 
direction.

Addressing the Day-2 of FICCI CASCADE's MASCRADE 2023, 
Mr. T. S. Tirumurti, Former Chair, United Nations Office of 
Co u n t e r t e r ro r i s m ( U N O C T )  a n d E x -  Pe r m a n e n t  
Representative of India to the United Nations in his address 
on "Global Fight against Terror," emphasized four prevailing 
negative trends in combating terrorism, including the 
impact of ideology leading to fragmentation, the specific 
geographical challenges faced in regions like Africa, the 
implications of new technology, and the pervasive issue of 
religiophobia. Drawing attention to the findings of the 
United Nations Global Terrorism Index, he highlighted the 
alarming statistic that 65 non-state actors have gained the 
capacity to utilize drones, easily accessible in public 
marketplaces.
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Throughout the two-day conference, renowned experts 
from both India and abroad delivered informative 
presentations and engaged in numerous enlightening panel 
discussions, underscoring the imperative for global 
collaboration in the fight against illicit trade by boycotting 
smuggled and counterfeit goods. The conference witnessed 
the involvement of numerous senior officials from 
government entities including CBIC, Department of 
Revenue, Directorate of Enforcement, Directorate of 
Revenue Intelligence, and along with active participation of 
prominent international organisations, such as UNODC, 
WCO, WIPO, INCB-UN, INTERPOL, JETRO, DKPTO, TRACIT, and 
subject matter experts from Denmark, Italy, France, Belgium 
among others.

Anti-Counterfeiting and Anti-Smuggling Awards were given 
to enforcement officers, school children and journalists 
during the Valedictory session who have actively supported 
and contributed towards the objective of combating the 
menace of illegal trade.

highlighted the notable strides India has taken in combating 
terrorism and its financing through regulatory measures, 
establishment of intelligence agencies, IT infrastructure and 
personnel capacity building. 

During the keynote address on “Unmasking the Shadows: 
Socio-Economic Perspectives on Combating Illicit Trade”, Mr. 
Anurag Thakur, Minister for Information & Broadcasting and 
Youth Affairs & Sports, Govt of India emphasized that the 
escalation of illicit trade presents a concerning fallout of 
globalization, casting a shadow on our aspirations of 
achieving a 5 trillion-dollar economy. He apprised that illicit 

He further elaborated on the proliferation of online 
activities, which have provided terrorists with ample 
opportunities to exploit users, particularly the youth 
demographic. Mr. Trimurti underscored the concerning 
trend of misusing fundraising avenues and adopting new 
payment methods with impunity. He said it is imperative to 
strike a balance between technological progress and robust 
counterterrorism measures for securing a peaceful and 
prosperous nation.

Mr. Thakur shed light on the interconnected relationship 
between illicit trade, organized crime, and terrorism which 
presents an imminent and apparent threat to global security, 
emphasizing the need for us to directly address this issue. 

trade, whether through activities such as smuggling, 
counterfeiting, or tax evasion, imposes a substantial socio-
economic burden, hindering progress and driving up costs, 
thereby detaching us from crucial objectives.

The Minister further emphasized that illicit trade constitutes 
a multi-billion-dollar enterprise with far-reaching economic, 
social, and environmental ramifications, particularly 
accentuated during periods of economic downturn.  He 
asserted that the need to protect our citizens and the world 
from these threats, stressing the necessity to strengthen law 
enforcement agencies, enhance international cooperation, 
and enforce strict measures to address illicit trade at its root.

Addressing the Valedictory Session, Hon'ble Mr. Justice, K. V. 
Viswanathan, Judge, Supreme Court of India emphasized 
the influential role of judicial interventions, current trends, 
and strategies in the fight against counterfeiting and 
smuggling. Delving into the government's comprehensive 
efforts to combat counterfeiting and smuggling within the 
nation, he shed light on the implementation of a 
multifaceted approach embedded within a robust judicial 
and legal framework. This framework entails the 
enforcement of stringent laws, coupled with proactive 
customs and border control measures to bolster the nation's 
defense against these unlawful practices.  Expressing his 
appreciation, he commended FICCI CASCADE for 
orchestrating this profoundly pertinent and indispensable 
symposium, which serves as a platform to amplify the 
growing recognition of the gravity of the threat posed by 
illicit trade and its intricate ties to terror financing. 

Combating the widespread social and economic harms 
inflicted by illicit trade is now an essential priority, reflecting 
India's resolute dedication to preserving its hard-earned 
economic prowess and securing a prosperous future.

Justice Manmohan Sarin, Former Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi, 
Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu & Kashmir, Judge, High 
Court Delhi and Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE 
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orchestrating this profoundly pertinent and indispensable 
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Combating the widespread social and economic harms 
inflicted by illicit trade is now an essential priority, reflecting 
India's resolute dedication to preserving its hard-earned 
economic prowess and securing a prosperous future.

Justice Manmohan Sarin, Former Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi, 
Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu & Kashmir, Judge, High 
Court Delhi and Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE 
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A competition aimed at youth, centered around the theme 
titled "Role of Youth in Making India Free from Smuggling 
& Counterfeiting," was successfully organized on 6th July 
2023 at St. Jones High School, Karbala Tank Road, Ranchi. The 
programme encompassed three distinct competitions: 
Painting, Elocution, and Jingle Writing. This engaging 

In our pursuit to make India free from the clutches of 
smuggling and counterfeiting, the active engagement of 
today's youth emerges as a central and catalytic force. 

FICCI CASCADE acknowledges the importance of enlisting 
the younger generation in its awareness campaign, 
envisioning their potential to instigate significant 
transformations throughout society. With a focus on 
generating large scale awareness and engaging in outreach 
initiatives, FICCI CASCADE underscores their essential role in 
nurturing a proactive approach to address the mounting 
hazards posed by counterfeiting and smuggling.

initiative garnered tremendous enthusiasm, with a 
remarkable turnout of over 300 young participants hailing 
from 35 prominent schools in Ranchi, Jharkhand. The 
competition was designed to generate awareness within the 

Role of Youth in Making India Free from

Smuggling & Counterfeiting
Focus State: Ranchi, Jharkhand

th6  July 2023
Winners Speech Competition Painting Competition Jingle Writing Competition

st1  Prize Khushi Pradhan, S S Doranda Girls 
High school

Alice Bilung, St. John School High 
School

Priyanka Oraon, KGBV Chanho

nd2  Prize Shagufta kashaf, Govt. Shankari 
+2 High School Akashi Tirkey, JBAV Nagri Unnati Kumari S S +2 High School

rd3  Prize Neha Kumari, KGBV Ormanjhi High 
School Anita Kumari, KGBV Silli

Rani Sahiba, Govt. Girls High 
School

Winners of the competition were:

The competitions showcased an array of ingenious 
ideas,  innovat ive express ions,  ta lents,  and 
captivating content through speeches, artworks, and 
written submissions. These dynamic and diverse 
expressions illuminated the profound impact that 
informed and engaged youth can have in the 
collective effort to combat the challenges of 
counterfeiting and smuggling.

youth and seek their support in effectively addressing the 
escalating dangers posed by counterfeiting and smuggling. 

The elocution competition was judged by Ms. Dolly Jaiswal, 
Assistant Teacher, B.S.P School, Ranchi; Ms. Preeti Pandey, 
Government Teacher Training College, Bariatu and Mr. 
Dhruv kumar Pandey, +2 High School, Kanke, Ranchi. The 
painting competition was judged by Dr. Zakir Hussain, 
Assistant Teacher; Dr. Ram Manohar Lohiya, +2 High 

School, Umedanda , Ranchi; Ms. Rajni Sen, Balika Shiksha 
Bhawan High School, Lalpur, Ranchi and Mr. Siyon Minz, 
Para Teacher Upgraded Middle School, Arsande, Kanke , 
Ranchi. The jingle writing competition was judged by Mr. 
Anand Prakash Mishra, Assistant Teacher, Model School, 
kanke, Ranchi, Mr. Paritosh Chaudhary, P.G.T Marwari +2 
High School, Ranchi and Ms. Indraneel Mukherjee, P.G.T +2 
High School, Rahe, Ranchi.
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FICCI CASCADE organized an Awareness Programme 
on "Breaking the Chains of Illicit Trade: Seminar to 
Curb Counterfeiting and Smuggling” on 6th July 

2023 at St. Jones High School, Karbala Tank Road, Ranchi. The 
seminar provided a platform for in-depth discussions 
concerning the heightened significance of raising 
awareness about the perils associated with counterfeiting 

Breaking the Chains of Illicit Trade: Seminar to
Curb Counterfeiting and Smuggling

Mr.  Ajay Kumar Singh, IPS, Director General of Police, 
Jharkhand was the chief guest at the programme. While 
addressing the programme, he stated that counterfeiting 
and smuggling pose substantial risks to consumer health 

and smuggling. Moreover, the seminar highlighted the need 
for robust enforcement measures to boost India's economic 
growth and development.

Focus State: Ranchi, Jharkhand
th6  July 2023

and safety, such awareness programs will play a pivotal role 
in educating consumers about the dangers posed by 
counterfeit and smuggled products, empowering them to 
make informed choices and protect themselves from 
potential harm. By fostering awareness and promoting a 
culture of vigilance, we can ensure that consumers are 
equipped with the knowledge and tools needed to identify 
and avoid counterfeit and smuggled goods, ultimately 
enhancing their safety and well-being, added Mr. Singh.

Mr. Singh emphasized that educating and raising awareness 
about the detrimental consequences of counterfeiting and 
smuggling is the pressing need of the hour in order to 
effectively combat this widespread menace on a global 
scale. He further suggested FICCI CASCADE to organize such 
youth awareness program in Jharkhand more frequently to 
motivate the youth of the state in achieving our objective in 
making India free from illicit trade.

Mr. PC Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Chairman, 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs accentuated that 
the pervasive nature of illicit trade is giving rise to a 
multitude of significant ramifications for our country. This 
issue demands serious attention, as it not only results in 
substantial fiscal losses but also poses substantial threats to 
the health and well-being of our citizens. It is imperative to 
pursue initiatives aimed at fostering awareness to effectively 
counter illicit trade.

Mr. Kishor Kaushal, IPS, Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Ranchi stated that awareness is important in eradicating the 
escalating threat of illicit trade that affects our daily lives, it is 
crucial to address this issue as a top priority. The official 
stressed avoiding the purchase of cheap products and 
instead opting for genuine products. Mr. kaushal urged that 
consumers must obtain a receipt while making purchases as 
a means of safeguarding themselves against unscrupulous 
market operators.

Mr. Verma proposed a vote of thanks to all the esteemed 
guests and delegates, while highlighting that FICCI 
CASCADE is actively involved in disseminating awareness 
about the threats posed by counterfeiting and smuggling to 
public health and safety.

Mr. Rajiva Ranjan Verma, Former Director General, RPF, 
NCRB, Civil Defense, Home Guard & Fire Services and BPR&D 
opined that vigorously pursuing heightened awareness 
stands as a crucial strategy in the fight against illicit trade, 
encompassing both smuggling and counterfeiting. 
Additionally, he underscored the pivotal role of youth in 
combating the challenges posed by smuggling and 
counterfeiting, highlighting its utmost significance.
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Over the course of its existence, FICCI CASCADE has 
fostered close collaborations with governmental 
bodies, industrial stakeholders, enforcement 

authorities, legal professionals, consumer groups, and the 
youth to generate awareness about the detrimental effects of 
counterfeiting and smuggling on our economy, health and 
safety. In addition to various initiatives, FICCI CASCADE 
consistently interacts with law enforcement agencies, 
encompassing the police, customs, and paramilitary 
organizations involved in border safeguarding. 

FICCI CASCADE organized a Capacity Building Programme for 
Police Officers on Prevention of Counterfeiting and 
Smuggling on 7th July 2023 at Doranda, Ranchi. The 
programme was graced by the esteemed presence of Mr. 
Anoop Birtharay, IPS, Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
Jharkhand, who attended as the chief guest. Addressing the 
Capacity Building Programme for Police Officers on 
Prevention of Counterfeiting and Smuggling he stated that 
Illicit trade in terms of smuggling and counterfeiting are 
adversely impacting the legitimate economic activity of the 
country. It deprives the government's revenues for 

investment in vital public services, dislocating millions of 
legitimate jobs and causing irreversible damage to public 
health and safety. 

Mr. Birtharay emphasized the need for capacity building 
programs aimed at enhancing the skills, infrastructure, and 
technology of law enforcement agencies to improve their 
ability to detect and investigate crimes related to 
counterfeiting and smuggling. Mr. Birtharay highlighted the 
necessity of coordinated efforts among the government, 
industry bodies, and enforcement agencies to effectively 
combat the expanding threat.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Special 
Commissioner of Police, New Delhi opined that the escalating 
prevalence of smuggling and counterfeiting presents a 
substantial hazard to economies that are knowledge-driven, 
open, and interconnected. He underlined the importance of 
the police department in upholding both the national 
security and economic welfare of the nation. This 
encompasses thwarting criminal enterprises from profiting 
through illicit endeavours and ensuring a secure environment 
for lawful businesses to operate.

Capacity Building Programme for
Police Officers on Prevention of
Counterfeiting and Smuggling

th7  July 2023 | Ranchi, Jharkhand

Mr. Avinash Sinha, Regional Manager, Industry Affairs (East), 
ITC Ltd. stated that within the realm of illicit and smuggled 
items, cigarettes have risen to prominence as an exceptionally 
profitable commodity. This category has experienced a 
significant surge, marking a substantial increase in recent 
times, and it now constitutes a third of the legal cigarette 
market within the nation. This situation necessitates a more 
vigilant action and stringent enforcement measures to 
effectively control the proliferation of illegal cigarettes across 
India, he elaborated.

The programme witnessed an enthusiastic engagement from 
over 85 police officers of Jharkhand Police. The capacity 
building initiative aimed to equip the officers with in-depth 
knowledge and effective strategies to combat these illicit 
trade activities.

Mr. Milind Palany, Senior Manager, Global Brand Protection, 
Southern Asia and ANZ Cluster, Kenvue   emphasized that 
there exists a pressing demand for law enforcement entities 
to possess comprehensive resources and expertise to 
effectively shield consumers from the inherent hazards linked 
with illicit trade practices.
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Auto Rally: Fight Smuggling
and Counterfeiting

th5  August 2023  |  FICCI, New Delhi

As part of our ongoing commitment to raise widespread 
awareness regarding the adverse impacts of smuggling and 
counterfeiting on our economy, society, as well as health and 
safety, FICCI CASCADE successfully orchestrated an Auto 
Rally on Saturday, August 5, 2023, at Tansen Marg, New Delhi. 
The rally served as a platform to engage with the community 
and educate them about the harmful impacts of illicit trade. 
The initiative witnessed over 250 auto rickshaws forming a 

ndia is a victim of a large-scale smuggling and Icounterfeiting web, entangling not only our legal 
industry and economy, but also the consumers who are 

exposed to grave risks to life and security. It has been 
observed that a large section of the population who have 
been impacted by the issue of smuggling and counterfeiting 
remain unaware of its lethality. In this regard a sensitization 
strategy is of paramount importance. 

Mr. Neeraj Singh, Chair, FICCI Young Leaders Forum, UP 
Chapter, Politician and Social Worker was the chief guest at 
the programme and ceremoniously initiated the rally by 

convoy as they traversed a designated route which 
commenced from FICCI, Federation House at Tansen Marg. 

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE opined that illicit 
trade inflicts significant harm on individual industries and 
has a substantial negative impact on employment 
generation and economic growth. Mr. Rajput underscored 

flagging it off. Mr. Singh highlighted that smuggling and 
counterfeiting not only hinder economic progress, but also 
jeopardize the future of our youth, cause job losses and pose 
health risks. To achieve our goal of becoming a 5 trillion-
dollar economy, and eventually the world's largest economy, 
we must stand united and raise awareness against this 
critical issue. Mr. Singh expressed his gratitude to FICCI 
CASCADE for launching this campaign and extended his 
heartfelt thanks to all auto drivers who have come forward to 
support this cause.

that Illicit trade also poses a dual challenge for the 
government, not only does it result in a loss of legitimate tax 
revenue, but it also demands additional allocation of 
resources for enforcement and public health measures.

Mr. Rajput highlighted that there is now a pressing need to 
intensi fy the campaign against smuggl ing and 
counter fe i t ing and h ighl ight  thei r  detr imenta l  
consequences. The auto rally provides an opportunity to 
actively involve the Indian citizenry and make them aware of 
the multifaceted issues and challenges associated with illicit 
trade, emphasized Mr. Rajput.
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During the rally, several important messages were conveyed, 
shedding light on the grave consequences of illicit trade. The 
primary message underscored the fact that illicit trade acts 
as a funding channel for crime syndicates and aids in 
financing terror activities, posing a critical matter of concern 
for national security. The second message highlighted the 
direct link between smuggling, counterfeiting, and 
terrorism funding, posing a significant threat to the integrity 
of the nation. The third message opined that the attention to 
the human cost, underscoring that the activities of 
smugglers and counterfeiters put lives at risk. Lastly, the rally 

The auto rally was meticulously coordinated, following a 
route that spanned Tansen Marg, Mandi House, Barakhamba 
Road, Outer Circle Connaught Place, Janpath, Tolstoy Marg, 
and Barakhamba Road, ultimately concluding its journey at 
FICCI, Federation House.

raised awareness about the adverse economic impact, as 
India faces job losses due to the rampant prevalence of 
smuggling and counterfeiting. The messages aimed to 
mobilize collective efforts and encourage actions to combat 
this menace and protect our society's well-being and 
prosperity.

ICCI CASCADE acknowledges the importance of Finvolving the younger generation in our awareness 
initiatives against illicit trade practices and harnessing 

their influence to make a positive impact on society. By 
empowering and nurturing them, we can foster a generation 
that actively contributes to the country's development and 
shapes a more promising future. FICCI CASCADE organizes 
zero evasion every year and strives to bolster awareness 
about the detrimental impacts of illicit trade on our 
economy, health and safety.

With an objective to sensitize the young minds on the need 
to work together to address the growing hazards posed by 
counterfeiting and smuggling, FICCI CASCADE organised a 
Youth Awareness Programme “Zero Evasion- Role of 

FICCI CASCADE Inter-School Competition: ZERO -EVASION

Role of Youth in Making India Free
from Smuggling & Counterfeiting

th25  August 2023, Friday
FICCI, Federation House, New Delhi
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expressions, talent, and content through speeches, 
artworks, and written submissions. The youth awareness 
program successfully served as a platform to engage more 
individuals, especially young people, in advancing its efforts 
to suppress illicit trade in India.

Mr P.C. Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Chairman of 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs highlighted that 
being the consumers of tomorrow, school children will play a 
key role in shaping the future of trade, and therefore, it is 
necessary to help them understand the impact of smuggling 
and counterfeiting on the economy and development of the 
nation. Mr. Jha apprised that FICCI CASCADE has been 
working towards this goal and organizing competitions 

The competition was judged by Mr. PC Jha, Advisor, FICCI 
CASCADE, and Former Chairman, Central Board of Indirect 
Taxes and Customs; Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI 
CASCADE, and Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 
Delhi and Mr. P. K. Malhotra, Former Secretary, Ministry of 
Law & Justice, Govt. of India and Think Tank Member, FICCI 
CASCADE.

Students enthusiastically and passionately participated in 
the programme, demonstrating their commitment in taking 
every essential measure to combat illicit trade. The 
competition showcased a diverse range of ideas, creative 

Youth in Making India Free from Smuggling & 
Counterfeiting” on 25th August at FICCI, Federation 
House, Tansen Marg, New Delhi. The competition was 
divided in three categories: Painting, Elocution and Jingle 
Writing. The programme saw an overwhelming response 
and participation from more than 600+ students from 70 
leading schools in Delhi and NCR. 

S.No. Name of the 
Competition First Second Third

1. Elocution
Tanmay Sharma

(Abhinav Public 
School) Kavya Sharma

Pranjal Rana

(Arvind Gupta DAV Centenary 
Public School)

(Mother Marys School,
Mayur Vihar)

Gaurav Pattanaik

(ASN Senior Secondary School, 
Mayur Vihar)

 

2. Painting (Lotus Valley 
International School, 
Gurugram)

Simone Kaur Makkur

(Gurukul The School)

Pravika Jain

Sarika

(New Green Fields, Saket)

Deepshikha De

(DPS, Noida)

3. Jingle Writing
Muskaan Kaushik

(The Indian Heights 
School)

Shriya Shree Nanda

(St. Georges school, 
Alaknanda) (Venkateshwar Global School, Rohini)

Kashish Khanna

The competitions not only showcased the talents and 
innovative capabilities of the school students but also 
revealed their fervor to instigate a societal transformation by 
rejecting counterfeit products and refusing smuggled 
goods. The purpose of this youth awareness programme was 

to illuminate the issue and confront the mounting danger 
posed by illicit trade. The goal was to nurture a generation 
that is equipped to make informed decisions, support 
legitimate businesses, and contribute to the overall welfare 
of society.

The winners in the competitions were as follows:

every year to create awareness and inspire students to lead a 
youth movement against this growing menace.

Mr. P. K. Malhotra, Former Secretary, Ministry of Law & 
Justice, Govt. of India mentioned that illegal trading not only 
impacts the present but also the future of our nation. It is 
imperative that the youth recognize the power they hold 
and navigate this challenge to shape a better tomorrow. By 
being vigilant consumers and responsible citizens, can 

"Enlightening the younger generation is the key to 
eradicating the scourge of smuggling and counterfeiting. As 
tomorrow's leaders, they have the capacity to mould a future 
free from these threats by embracing ethical choices and 
responsible citizenship”, said Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, 
FICCI CASCADE, and Former Special Commissioner of 
Police, New Delhi

refuse to support or engage in any form of illegal trade and 
build a society that thrives on ethical practices.
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tomorrow's leaders, they have the capacity to mould a future 
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Mr. S K Gautam, Special Commissioner, Training, Delhi 
Police was the chief guest at the programme. During the 
training programme, Mr. Gautam stressed that successful 
law enforcement in the swiftly changing landscape of 
today requires not just knowledge but also adaptability. 
He emphasized the dedication to achieving excellence in 
police training, working in conjunction with FICCI 
CASCADE. This collaboration ensures that our officers are 
thoroughly equipped to tackle the constantly evolving 
challenges in our society, with special attention to the 
g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t e d  t o  s m u g g l i n g  a n d 
counterfeiting activities. These unlawful practices not only 
undermine our national economy but also threaten the 
well-being of our citizens. Through this program, officers 

ICCI CASCADE organized a capacity building Fprogramme for police officers of New Delhi on the 
theme titled "Empowering Actions to Combat 

Counterfeiting and Smuggling" on 30th October 2023 at 
Specialized Training Centre, Delhi Police Academy, 
Rajender Nagar. This initiative served as a platform for law 
enforcement officers to enhance their skills in identifying, 
preventing, and addressing illegal trading operations.

are empowered to combat the insidious forces behind 
smuggling and counterfeiting, thereby safeguarding 
communities, upholding the law, and preserving the nation's 
integrity.

Mr. Vijay Singh, Director, Delhi Police Academy, stressed that 
the academy's ongoing initiative to sensitize and enhance 
the skills of Delhi Police investigators, as part of this capacity-

Capacity Building Programme for Police Officers

Empowering Actions to Combat
Counterfeiting and Smuggling

th30  October  2023 | New Delhi

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former 
Special Commissioner of Police, New Delhi, emphasized that 
the imperative to combat illegal trade cannot be overstated. 
It jeopardizes public health, results in losses to the 
exchequer, and funds illegal organizations. Illicit trade 
fosters a shadow economy, eroding vital tax revenue that 

building program, aligns with the academy's persistent 
commitment to developing a well-trained and oriented 
police force. Mr. Singh highlighted the escalating occurrence 
of offenses like counterfeiting, forgery, and smuggling, 
attributing their rise to the swift advancements in 
technology, particularly the widespread use of computers 
and sophisticated electronic devices.

He highlighted the combination of heightened demand for 
illicit products and a lack of awareness among the general 
public, contributing to the expansion of these unlawful 
activities. Stressing the mandatory duty of law enforcement 
agencies, Mr. Singh emphasized the need to address 
counterfeiting and smuggling on a broader scale. This 
involves ensuring that wrongdoers face the full force of the 
legal system and receive due punishment.

could otherwise enhance public services such as healthcare 
and education. The battle against illegal trade extends 
beyond �nancial considerations, it is about safeguarding 
society. Mr. Chand mentioned that it is crucial to ensure that 
concerted efforts are undertaken collectively to confront 
and overcome this menace.

Ms. Sreejita Dey, Public Policy Manager - Amazon India 
opined that Amazon has implemented numerous initiatives 
and allocated resources to enhance the online shopping 
experience for customers. Amazon's primary focus is to 
ensure the reliability and safety of the marketplace for 
customers, brands, and sellers engaging in transactions. To 
protect consumers from any malicious activities, Amazon 
provides an A-to-Z guarantee, allowing customers to make 
purchases on our platform with con�dence and security.

Through continuous engagement and awareness initiatives, 
FICCI CASCADE is committed to furnishing these agencies 
with essential knowledge and tools, empowering them to 
adeptly combat and navigate the intricacies linked to 
smuggling and counterfeiting. The programme witnessed 
an enthusiastic participation of 120 officers from Delhi.

Col Atul Yadav, General Manager- North, Industry Affairs, 
ITC Ltd. shared his views stating that illicit trading activities 
cause a ripple of economic losses in any country. Whether 
impacting the government, businesses, or consumers, all 
bear the adverse effects of counterfeiting and smuggling. A 
substantial driver for the widespread surge in smuggling is 
the imposition of high taxes, creating signi�cant arbitrage to 
fuel such activities. The scale of smuggling in the country is a 
source of signi�cant concern. However, to effectively 
address the growing menace of smuggling in India, more 
concerted efforts are required to strengthen compliance and 
processes, making the detection of such crimes more robust.
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Speaking at the programme, Mr. Vijay Singh, Director, Delhi Police 

The workshop saw enthusiastic participation, with more than 450 
officers from Delhi and Goa police. This endeavor served as a 
pivotal platform for providing law enforcement personnel with 
indispensable skills and knowledge, empowering them to 
effectively counter the detrimental impacts of counterfeiting and 
smuggling. The resounding success of the program underscores a 
dedicated commitment to constructing a more resilient and 
vigilant defense against these illicit practices.

FICCI CASCADE organized a workshop titled 'Enhancing 
Measures Against Counterfeiting and Smuggling' on 
November 17th at the Delhi Police Academy, Jharoda Kalan, 
specifically designed for the police officers of Delhi and Goa. The 
primary objective was to cultivate a dialogue emphasizing the 
critical need for law enforcement officers to enhance their 
proficiency in addressing diverse aspects of illicit trade and 
eliminating such activities. 

Capacity Building Programme for Police Officers

Enhancing Measures Against
Counterfeiting and Smuggling

th17  November 2023
Jharoda Kalan, New Delhi

Col Atul Yadav, General Manager- North, Industry Affairs, 
ITC Ltd. highlighted the extensive implications of 
counterfeiting and smuggling on a nation's social and 
economic fabric. He noted that these activities lead to a state 
of disorder and corruption, exploiting vulnerabilities that 
allow criminals to advance their illicit operations. Col Yadav 
emphasized the significant increase in the seizure of illicit 
cigarettes, rising from Rs. 141.91 crores in 2015 to Rs. 6659.63 
crores by 2023, highlighting the urgent need to address 
revenue losses.

essential revenue, thereby impeding overall growth and 
development. Furthermore, Mr. Chand underscored the 
grave concern of associated health risks linked to counterfeit 
products, posing a direct threat to the well-being of the 
public.

He stressed the importance of recognizing and identifying 
illicit products as an essential step in preventing tax evasion. 
The notable extent of smuggling in the country is a cause for 
great concern, and he opined the imperative for nations to 
prioritize strategies that empower law enforcement 
agencies to effectively combat illegal trade. 

Through regular interactions with the enforcement 
agencies, FICCI CASCADE strives to foster a deeper 
understanding of the challenges posed by counterfeiting 
and smuggling. The committee is committed to providing 
essential insights and expertise to empower law 
enforcement in effectively addressing and mitigating the 
impact of illicit trade activities. This proactive engagement 
serves as a necessary step in building a collaborative and 
informed front against the multifaceted challenges posed by 
such illegal practices.

Academy highlighted the profound impact of illicit trade on 
children, families, and future generations. Stressing the 
critical necessity for law enforcement to possess an in-depth 
understanding of laws combating this menace, he drew 
attention to the significant threat posed by criminals 
engaged in smuggling and tax evasion, leading to 
substantial revenue losses. Mr. Singh underscored the 
importance of officers being able to distinguish between 
counterfeit and authentic products, particularly through 
effective brand identification.

Recognizing officers as the backbone of law enforcement, he 
urged them to actively survey markets, collaborate with 
agencies, and gather intelligence. Mr. Singh emphasized the 
essential steps of raising market awareness, fostering 
collaboration with agencies, and utilizing resources such as 
FICCI CASCADE to curb the trade of illicit goods. He 
underscored the vital role of officers in effectively combating 
the escalating threat of illicit trade and called for a 
strengthened commitment to this mission.

Mr Uma Shankar, Deputy Director, Delhi Police Academy 
expressed that a proficient and empowered police force 
plays a vital role as the frontline defense against challenges 
such as counterfeiting, smuggling, and other illicit activities. 
He emphasized that capacity-building workshops represent 
an investment in fortifying the resilience of our society, 
upholding the rule of law, and safeguarding the well-being 
of citizens.

Sharing his perspectives on the socio-economic 
repercussions of counterfeiting and smuggling, Mr. Deep 
Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Special 
Commissioner of Police, New Delhi, highlighted that illicit 
activities lead to substantial losses for legitimate businesses, 
undermine consumer trust, and deprive the nation of 
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prioritize strategies that empower law enforcement 
agencies to effectively combat illegal trade. 
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and smuggling. The committee is committed to providing 
essential insights and expertise to empower law 
enforcement in effectively addressing and mitigating the 
impact of illicit trade activities. This proactive engagement 
serves as a necessary step in building a collaborative and 
informed front against the multifaceted challenges posed by 
such illegal practices.
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children, families, and future generations. Stressing the 
critical necessity for law enforcement to possess an in-depth 
understanding of laws combating this menace, he drew 
attention to the significant threat posed by criminals 
engaged in smuggling and tax evasion, leading to 
substantial revenue losses. Mr. Singh underscored the 
importance of officers being able to distinguish between 
counterfeit and authentic products, particularly through 
effective brand identification.

Recognizing officers as the backbone of law enforcement, he 
urged them to actively survey markets, collaborate with 
agencies, and gather intelligence. Mr. Singh emphasized the 
essential steps of raising market awareness, fostering 
collaboration with agencies, and utilizing resources such as 
FICCI CASCADE to curb the trade of illicit goods. He 
underscored the vital role of officers in effectively combating 
the escalating threat of illicit trade and called for a 
strengthened commitment to this mission.

Mr Uma Shankar, Deputy Director, Delhi Police Academy 
expressed that a proficient and empowered police force 
plays a vital role as the frontline defense against challenges 
such as counterfeiting, smuggling, and other illicit activities. 
He emphasized that capacity-building workshops represent 
an investment in fortifying the resilience of our society, 
upholding the rule of law, and safeguarding the well-being 
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repercussions of counterfeiting and smuggling, Mr. Deep 
Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Special 
Commissioner of Police, New Delhi, highlighted that illicit 
activities lead to substantial losses for legitimate businesses, 
undermine consumer trust, and deprive the nation of 
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In an endeavour to enhance the awareness among the youth about the perils associated with illicit trade, FICCI CASCADE 
(Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy) organized an interschool 
competition at St. Edmund's School, Jawahar Nagar, Jaipur on 1st December 2023. Focused on the theme 'Role of Youth in 

Making India Free from Smuggling & Counterfeiting,' the competition featured three distinct categories: Painting, 
Speech, and Jingle Writing. The programme garnered an enthusiastic response, with active participation from over 350 
students representing more than 30 schools in Jaipur.

The programme not only fostered healthy competition but also provided a platform for young minds to engage in 
meaningful dialogue about the socioeconomic consequences of smuggling and counterfeiting. As the participants 
showcased their talents, it became evident that the youth are not just the future guardians of the nation but also formidable 
advocates for positive change.

Mr Devendra Mohan Mathur, President, 
Rajasthan State Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission, Jaipur expressed his firm belief that 
awareness initiatives such as FICCI CASCADE's 
interschool competition play a crucial role in 
nurturing a generation that remains vigilant 
against the dangers of illicit trade. Additionally, 
he extended felicitations to the winners of the 
interschool competition.

Role of Youth in
Making India Free from

Smuggling & Counterfeiting
st1  December  2023, Jaipur

S.No. Name of the 
Competition

First Second Third

1. Speech Kashish Soni, TVP School Purti Khadelwal, Cambridge 
Court World School

Parth Yadav, Modern School

2. Painting Dhruv Saini, P Parnami Public 
School

Aditi Bhatia, St. Edmund's 
School

Krishna Saini, New Kesari Vidhyapeeth 
Senior Secondary School

3. Jingle Writing Manasv Mulani, Modern School Ayushi Sharma, Kapil 
Gyanpeeth School 

Simran  Sharma, Senior Secondary 
School

List of Winners:

Mr Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former 
Special Commissioner of Police, New Delhi stated that as the 
future leaders, it is fundamental for the youth to 
comprehend the detrimental repercussions of illicit trading 
from an early stage. He emphasized the responsibility to 
impart education that equips them to recognize and address 
the risks posed by this menace, enabling them to make 
informed choices. Mr. Chand highlighted that by 
empowering the younger generation, society can make 
strides towards creating a future free from the scourge of 
smuggling and counterfeiting.

FICCI CASCADE commends the students for their 
enthusiastic participation and extends gratitude to the 
schools that contributed to making this programme a 
resounding success. The interschool competition stands as a 
testament to the collective determination to build a society 
where the youth actively contribute to eradicating the 
threats posed by illicit trade, ensuring a prosperous and 
authentic future for India.

Dr Anant Sharma, Chairman, Consumer Confederation & 
ICAN emphasized that the use of deceptive or counterfeit 
products not only has adverse implications for the economy 
but also presents considerable health risks. The fight against 
smuggling and counterfeiting not only aligns with the 
government's interests but also delivers substantial benefits 
to both the industry and consumers alike.

Mr P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Chairman 
of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs expressed 
the viewpoint that the central challenge associated with 
counterfeiting and smuggling stems from the inadequate 
tracking and documentation throughout the entire lifecycle 
of the goods, spanning from production to consumption. To 
exemplify, illicit trade within five specific sectors-
smartphones, cigarettes, alcohol, packaged foods, and 
household items, results in an annual financial loss of nearly 
Rs. 5800 crores. Mr. Jha underscored the importance of 
collective action to confront the dual threats of 
counterfeiting and smuggling. Emphasizing the need for 
raising awareness among the youth about the link between 
ethical practices and economic integrity, he highlighted that 
such efforts could contribute to building a stronger nation.
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vkradh laxBuksa ds
csyxke foÙkh; lzksr

tjk;y&QyLrhu la?k"kZ n'kdksa iqjkuk gSA bl la?k"kZ dh bfpaxkjh lkr vDVwcj dks btjk;y ij gq, gekl ds Hk;kog 
vkradh geys ds ckn vkSj HkM+d mBhA blls ;g Hkh Li"V gqvk 

fd dqN yksx vius ukikd ealwcksa dks iwjk djus ds fy, fdlh Hkh 
çdkj ds 'kSrkuh rjhdksa dk bLrseky djus ls ugha fgpdrsA blds 
tfj;s os lH; lekt ds fy, cM+h leL;k,a vkSj dfBukb;ka iSnk dj 
nsrs gSaA ekl vkSj fgtcqYyk tSls vkradh laxBu ,sls gh gSaA ;s dbZ 
o"kksaZ ls vkrad dks c<+kok ns jgs gSaA btjk;y&gekl ;q) ds pyrs 
nksuksa vksj reke yksx grkgr gq, gSaA bldh lcls cM+h dher funksZ"k 
yksxksa dks pqdkuh iM+h gS] D;ksafd tku xaokus okyksa esa cM+h la[;k cPpksa] 
efgykvksa vkSj ;qokvksa dh gSA ,sls vkradh lewg ,slh fodV fLFkfr;ka 
iSnk djrs gSa] tks tokch çfr'kks/k vkSj vfLFkjrk dk dkj.k curh gSaA 
gekl dk btjk;y ij gqvk geyk ,slk gh ,d mnkgj.k gSA 
btjk;y ds tokch geys ls xktk ds yksxksa dh eqf'dysa gh c<+haA ogka 
cM+h la[;k esa vlgk; ukxfjdksa dks Hkkstu] ikuh] fctyh vkSj nokvksa 
rd dh Hkkjh deh dk lkeuk djuk iM+ jgk gSA blds pyrs reke 
yksx lqjf{kr vkJ; dh ryk'k esa vius ?kjksa ls Hkkx x, vkSj nqHkkZX; ls 
dbZ ekjs Hkh x,A ,slh leL;k ds ewy dkj.k dh iM+rky djsaxs rks 
voS/k O;kikj vkSj fofHkUu lzksrksa ls vkradh laxBuksa dks feyus okyh 
foÙkh; lgk;rk lkeus vk,xhA ,sls esa] vkrafd;ksa ds bl foÙkh; çokg 
dks vo#) djuk cgqr vko';d gSA

vkradh laxBu rLdjh vkSj tkylkth dks ,d fVdkÅ fctusl 
ekMy ekurs gSa] ftl ij dbZ ckj rks mudk ,dkf/kdkj Hkh gksrk gSA 
vadVkM ds vuqlkj voS/k O;kikj nqfu;k dh yxHkx rhu çfr'kr 
vFkZO;oLFkk dks yhy tkrk gSA ;fn bl cktkj dks ,d ns'k eku ysa rks 
mldh vkfFkZdh dk vkdkj czkthy] bVyh vkSj dukMk ls Hkh cM+k 
gksrkA 2013 esa ukbtj ds vxkMst esa vkradoknh geys vkSj 2015 esa 

Anil Rajput
Chairman FICCI CASCADE
Member-Corporate Management Committee &
President, Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd.
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isfjl esa 'kkyhZ vkCnks geys dks udyh ukbdh twrs cspus vkSj flxjsV 
rLdjh ls feys /ku ls foÙkiksf"kr fd;k x;k FkkA bls /;ku esa j[krs 
gq, 2019 esa la;qä jk"Vª lqj{kk ifj"kn us fpark O;ä dh FkhA ifj"kn ds 
vuqlkj vkradoknh vkSj vkijkf/kd laxBu gfFk;kjksa] nokvksa] 
dyk—fr;ksa vkSj lkaL—frd /kjksgjksa dh rLdjh ds ek/;e ls 
foÙkiks"k.k ds lzksr ds :i esa voS/k O;kikj ls ykHk mBk jgs gSaA mlh o"kZ 
la;qä jk"Vª us ,d çLrko tkjh dj lnL;ksa ls uhfrxr mik;ksa ds 
ek/;e ls varjjk"Vªh; vkradokn vkSj laxfBr vijk/k ds chp laca/kksa 
ij /;ku nsus dk vkxzg fd;k FkkA

gekl ds gkfy;k vkradh geys ds lanHkZ esa nks vkradh laxBuksa dh 
dk;Zç.kkyh vkSj muds Mh,u, dks Hkh le>us dh t:jr gSA gekl 

dk xBu 1987 esa gqvkA 2007 esa mlus xktk 
iêh ij fu;a=.k dj fy;kA gfFk;kjksa] bZa/ku] 
MªXl ds voS/k O;kikj ds vykok euh ykafMªax 
gekl ds fy, /ku ds çeq[k lzksr jgs gSaA 
vesfjdh ljdkj }kjk gekl ls tqM+s dbZ 
fØIVksdjsalh [kkrksa dks tCr dj fy;k x;k 
gSA laxBu vius fØIVks okysV irs ij pank 
ekaxus ds fy, Qslcqd vkSj ,Dl tSls 
baVjusV ehfM;k eap dk mi;ksx djrk gSA 
bl dk;Zç.kkyh dks vesfjdh vkarfjd 
lqj{kk foHkkx dh ,d fjiksVZ esa mtkxj 
fd;k x;k gSA dbZ fo'ys"kdksa ds vuqlkj 
gekl ls tqM+s bu fØIVksdjsalh [kkrksa dh 
dher djksM+ksa Mkyj gSA ;s [kkrs vkradh 
xfrfof/k;ksa ds fy, mi;ksx fd, tkus okys 
lHkh çdkj ds lkeku dh [kjhn esa lgk;d 
gSaA fgtcqYyk dh LFkkiuk 1982 esa gqbZ FkhA 
og oSf'od flxjsV rLdjh usVodZ vkSj 
fo'oO;kih dksdhu O;kikj esa 'kkfey gSA 
euh ykafMªax esa Hkh ekfgj gSA oSf'od 
vkradokn vkSj #>ku fo'ys"k.k dsaæ 
¼thVhVh,lh½ MkVkcsl us 2018 vkSj 2022 
ds chp btjk;y] yscuku vkSj lhfj;k esa 
fgtcqYyk ds 44 geyksa dks ntZ fd;k gSA 
fiNys dqN n'kdksa esa voS/k xfrfof/k;ksa esa 
fgtcqYyk dh Hkkxhnkjh dkQh c<+h gSA 
vesfjdk vkSj ;wjksi esa u'khys inkFkksaZ dh 
rLdjh dks jksdus ds fy, 2007 esa 'kq: dh 
xbZ ,d n'kd rd pyus okyh dSlsaMªk 
ifj;kstuk ds ckn ls dksdhu usVodZ esa 

bldh Hkkxhnkjh dk foLrkj gqvk gSA if'pe vÝhdk] ;wjksi vkSj 
nf{k.k vesfjdk esa viuh vkijkf/kd xfrfof/k;ksa ds vykok laxBu ds 
ikl if'pe ,f'k;k esa Hkh etcwr MªXl O;kikj usVodZ gSA ;g yscuku 
vkSj lhfj;k dh lhekvksa ij dh tkus okyh rLdjh esa 'kkfey gSA voS/k 
O;kikj ls gkfly gksus okys eksVs equkQs ds fcuk cM+h la[;k esa 
xksyk&ck:n] tehu] gok vkSj leqæ ds tfj;s geys djus okyh 
lVhd felkbysa] Mªksu] iSjkXykbMj] LihMcksV lesr vU; os vk/kqfud 
,oa ekjd gfFk;kj gkfly ugha fd, tk ldrs] ftudk bLrseky lkr 
vDVwcj ds vkradh geys esa fd;k x;kA

fgtcqYyk vkSj gekl us vius j.kuhfrd vkSj ifjpkyu Qk;ns ds 
fy, baVjusV ehfM;k tSlh uohure lwpuk çlkj rduhd dk Hkh 
O;kid :i ls bLrseky fd;k gSA bu ek/;eksa us mUgsa fofHkUu lewgksa ds 
fof'k"V –f"Vdks.kksa ds vuqlkj vius çksisxaMk dks vkxs c<+kus dk 
volj fn;kA ;s laxBu brus rkdroj gks x, fd fo'o dh fnXxt 
[kqfQ;k ,tsafl;ksa dh vka[kksa esa /kwy >ksadus esa lQy gq,A rLdjh vkSj 
tkylkth tSls vkrad vkSj voS/k O;kikj rsth ls c<+ jgs gSaA muds 
foÙkiks"k.k ds fofHkUu lzksrksa ij vadq'k yxkuk le; dh ekax gks xbZ gSA 
,slk djds gh ge vkradh ?kVukvksa dh iqujko`fÙk ls cp ldrs gSaA bl 
ekeys esa gesa Hkh lrdZ jguk gksxk] D;ksafd Hkkjr fojks/kh dbZ vkradh 
laxBu Hkh rLdjh vkSj tkylkth ds tfj;s viuk foÙkiks"k.k dj jgs 
gSaA
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O;kid :i ls bLrseky fd;k gSA bu ek/;eksa us mUgsa fofHkUu lewgksa ds 
fof'k"V –f"Vdks.kksa ds vuqlkj vius çksisxaMk dks vkxs c<+kus dk 
volj fn;kA ;s laxBu brus rkdroj gks x, fd fo'o dh fnXxt 
[kqfQ;k ,tsafl;ksa dh vka[kksa esa /kwy >ksadus esa lQy gq,A rLdjh vkSj 
tkylkth tSls vkrad vkSj voS/k O;kikj rsth ls c<+ jgs gSaA muds 
foÙkiks"k.k ds fofHkUu lzksrksa ij vadq'k yxkuk le; dh ekax gks xbZ gSA 
,slk djds gh ge vkradh ?kVukvksa dh iqujko`fÙk ls cp ldrs gSaA bl 
ekeys esa gesa Hkh lrdZ jguk gksxk] D;ksafd Hkkjr fojks/kh dbZ vkradh 
laxBu Hkh rLdjh vkSj tkylkth ds tfj;s viuk foÙkiks"k.k dj jgs 
gSaA
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23 July 2023 l News24

A 44-year-old Zimbabwean man was arrested for allegedly trying to smuggle illicit 
cigarettes, worth more than R12 million, into South Africa. The man is alleged to have 
snuck into South Africa during a time there was load shedding at the border gate. It is 
alleged a police ofcer allowed the truck through. Police spokesperson Lieutenant-
Colonel Amanda Funani said the man entered South Africa from Botswana on Friday, 
via the Skilpadhek port of entry.

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/man-caught-at-border-
attempting-to-enter-sa-with-illicit-cigarettes-worth-r12-million-20230723

2.  Man caught at border attempting to enter SA with illicit cigarettes 
worth R12 million

6 July 2023 l Frontex

1.  46 people smugglers arrested, millions of cigarettes seized in global 
operation led by Frontex

https://www.frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/46-people-
smugglers-arrested-millions-of-cigarattes-seized-in-global-operation-led-by-
frontex-RUNn7e

More than 30 million of cigarettes seized, 43 fraudulent documents conscated, 46 
people smugglers arrested in a global operation against tobacco, human smuggling. 
Frontex coordinated Joint Action Days (JAD) Arktos 5, focusing on tackling tobacco 
smuggling, migrant smuggling and document fraud in the Baltic Sea Region. This 
JAD was led by Latvia and co-led by both Estonia and Lithuania. The coordination 
centre was established in Frontex HQ, with border guards and customs 
representatives from participating countries as well as Interpol.

4. Fake Apple Watches, Wireless Headphones Worth Nearly $400K 
Seized by CBP at ONT and LA/LB Seaport
22 August 2023 l CBP

LOS ANGELES- U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) ofcers assigned to 
international cargo operations at Ontario International Airport (ONT) and the Los 
Angeles/Long Beach Seaport (LA/LB) in coordination with import specialists with the 
Electronics Center of Excellence and Expertise (CEE-Electronics) seized 1,200 pairs 
of wireless headphones and 220 wrist wearable devices for infringing Apple registered 
copyrights and trademarks. If genuine, the seized products would have had an 
estimated manufacturer's suggested retail price (MSRP) of $396,812.

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/fake-apple-watches-wireless-
headphones-worth-nearly-400k-seized-cbp

3. Hong Kong Customs seizes $1 million worth of counterfeit products at 
River Trade Terminal

Approximately 900 counterfeit items, 1,300 suspected smuggled nicotine-
containing electronic cigarettes, and 6,100 electronic accessories were seized. 
Through risk assessment, Hong Kong Customs on 27 June inspected a 40-foot 
container arriving in Hong Kong from Nansha, Guangdong, destined for Italy.

17 July 2023 l Port Technology

https://www.por ttechnology.org/news/hong-kong-customs-seizes-1-million-
worth-of-counterfeit-products-at-river-trade-terminal/

6. CIB given responsibility to further investigate gold smuggling scam

7 August 2023 l My Republica Nagarik Network

https://myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/news/cib-given-responsibility-to-
investigate-further-on-gold-smuggling/

KATHMANDU, Aug 7: The Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) of Nepal Police has been 
handed over the responsibility to further investigate the smuggling of 100 kg gold after 
17 days of the seizure of the gold smuggled from foreign country. The Revenue 
Investigation Department (RID) shared this information on Sunday. Director General of 
RID Nabaraj Dhungana said that the CIB had been provided with the le of the 
investigations to dig further into the case of gold smuggling. Dhungana said that entire 
other activities of the investigations now would be carried out by the CIB.

A preventive team of Dhaka Custom House has seized about 2.1 kilograms of gold in 
the form of wet dust at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport here last night. 
Conrming the matter to BSS, preventive team ofcial Md Raihan Rakib said they 
found the gold paste wrapped in blue scotch tape, kept in the washroom beside the 
TGR Godown inside the airport around 9.30 pm on Thursday. The estimated cost of 
the gold is Taka 1.89 crore," the customs ofcial said.

5. 2-kg smuggled gold as wet dust seized at Shahjalal airport
28 July 2023 l Kaler Kantho

https://www.kalerkantho.com/english/online/national/2023/07/28/54968

23 September 2023 | Hong Kong Customs and Excise Department

8. Hong Kong Customs detects live lobsters and chilled seafood 
smuggling case involving shing vessel

Hong Kong Customs on September 21 mounted an anti-smuggling operation in the 
southern waters of Hong Kong and detected a suspected smuggling case involving a 
shing vessel. About 1 100 kilograms of suspected smuggled live lobsters and 400kg 
of chilled seafood with an estimated market value of about $4 million were seized.
h t t p s : / / w w w. c u s t o m s . g o v. h k / e n / c u s t o m s - a n n o u n c e m e n t / p r e s s -
release/index_id_3903.html?p=4&y=&m=

27 September 2023 l Reuters

10. Mexican goods worth $1 bln stuck at US border amid migration 
checks

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Sept 25 (Reuters) - Trade across the U.S.-Mexican border has been 
slowed over the past week as U.S. authorities have shut down crossings and imposed 
extra security checks amid an increase in migration, sparking concern in Mexico. 
About 8,000 trailers carrying an estimated $1 billion worth of goods have been 
stranded on the Mexican side over the past week, said Manuel Sotelo, president of the 
transport association of Ciudad Juarez, a major manufacturing hub across from El 
Paso, Texas.

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexican-goods-worth-1-bln-stuck-us-
border-amid-migration-checks-2023-09-26/https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/1-million-in-counterfeit-merchandise-

seized-by-cbp-in-chicago/

9. 1 million in counterfeit merchandise seized by CBP in Chicago

19 September 2023 l CBS News

CHICAGO (CBS) -- U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) ofcers at Chicago 
O'Hare's International Mail Branch intercepted and seized a shipment containing $1 
million worth of counterfeit designer merchandise. The illicit shipment from Thailand 
included fake designer watches, bracelets, handbags, and scarves. If these items 
had been genuine, the value would have exceeded $1 million.CBP ofcers 
discovered a trove of counterfeit luxury items, including 53 watches with the logos of 
prestigious brands such as Rolex, Gucci, Hermes, and Louis Vuitton. Nine bracelets 
featuring Rolex logos, three fake Louis Vuitton handbags, and two counterfeit Gucci 
scarves were also seized.
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2. Smuggled Cigarettes worth more than Rs 66 lakhs seized at Delhi IGI 
Airport

The Delhi Customs at Indira Gandhi International Airpor, has booked a case of 

smuggling of foreign cigarettes ("3700 Dandas") without pictorial warning imprinted 

on them on 23 July, 2020 by 13 Indian passengers stranded in Dubai due to Covid-19. 

The said recovered cigarettes have been seized under Section 110 of Customs Act, 

1962. The collective value of the seized goods is ̀ 66,60,000, Ministry of Finance said 

in a release on Friday.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/smuggled-cigarettes-worth-more-than-rs-
66-lakh-seized-at-delhi-s-igi-airport-11595600270565.html 

1.  Foreign Cigarettes Worth Rs 29 Crore Smuggled from Myanmar 
Seized in Mizoram

16 July 2023 l NDTV

Guwahati: The Assam Ries and other law-enforcement agencies in separate 
operations in Mizoram since Saturday night have seized illcit products and foreign-
origin cigarettes worth ̀  29 crore smuggled from Myanmar, and arrested six people, 
army sources said.

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/drugs-foreign-cigarettes-worth-rs-29-crore-
smuggled-from-myanmar-seized-in-mizoram-4212842

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/3-arrested-with-fake-currency-notes-wor th-
over-rs-2-lakh-in-up-4454298

4. 3 Arrested with Fake Currency Notes Worth Over ̀  2 Lakh In UP
5 October 2023 l NDTV

Noida: The Special Task Force (STF) of Uttar Pradesh Police on Thursday arrested three 
people in Meerut with counterfeit Indian currency notes with a face value of more than 

 2 lakh. The arrest was made by the Noida unit of STF from Hanuman Vihar area under `
the medical police station limits of Meerut district around 2:35 pm. The police said they 
have recovered fake notes having a total face value of  2,03,600 from the trio along with `
equipment and material used to make them.

An operation was launched and the STF team proceeded from Guwahati on Tuesday 
morning and at 1 pm the team intercepted a Maruti Alto Vehicle bearing registration 
no. (AS 18 F 6863) at Krishnai town and successfully apprehended three FICN 
dealers," said a statement from the Assam Police.

It further stated, "During the search operation, 29 bundles of FICN of 500 
denominations were recovered from the vehicle. The FICN, the vehicle and four 
numbers of mobile handsets have been recovered and seized from their possession. 

22 August 2023 l NDTV

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/fake-currency-racket-busted-3-arrested-in-
assam-4319977

3. Fake Currency Racket Busted, 3 Arrested in Assam

The smuggling attempt was foiled in a joint operation that was conducted by BSF, 
troops of Border Outpost 32 Battalion under South Bengal Frontier and the team of 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence on September 2. 

6. Gold Worth Over ̀  8 Crore Seized in Bengal, 2 Smugglers Arrested

https://www.indiatoday.in/crime/story/gold-smuggling-india-bangladesh-border-
west-bengals-nadia-bsf-operation-2430427-2023-09-03

Border Security Force (BSF), on Saturday, foiled yet another gold smuggling attempt 
near the India-Bangladesh border after it seized as many as 106 gold biscuits with an 
estimated market value of Rs 8.50 crore.

3 September 2023 l India Today

5. 7kg gold worth ̀ 4 crore seized at Jaipur airport, two arrested

19 July 2023 l The Times of India

Jaipur: The customs department arrested two passengers who arrived from Dubai 
on Thursday and seized 7kg of gold worth over Rs 4 crore from them, said ofcials. 
Ofcials said that based on a tip-off, the two passengers, from Sikar, were caught on 
Thursday and during checking at the airport, both the passengers were stopped and 
interrogated. The passengers' trolley bags were checked, and ofcials found gold in 
paste form kept in their luggage.

https://timesondia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/7kg-gold-wor th-4-crore-seized-at-
jaipur-airport-two-arrested/articleshow/103851930.cms?from=mdr

6 August 2023 l Economic Times

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/dri-arrests-masterminds-in-100cr-worth-
smuggling-racket-operating-through-mundra-sez/articleshow/102463432.cms

8. DRI arrests masterminds in 100cr worth smuggling racket operating 
through Mundra SEZ

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) Ahmedabad on Saturday arrested three 
masterminds of a smuggling racket operating through the Mundra Special Economic 
Zone (SEZ) and recovered smuggled goods valued at Rs 100 crores. The DRI said that 
these three accused were involved in the smuggling of E-Cigarettes, branded mobile 
accessories, premium branded shoes, bags, perfumes, and electronics items through 
the Mundra SEZ. 

30 August 2023 l The Economic Times

7.  Man tries to smuggle 114 litres of liquor on scooter in alcohol-
prohibited Gujarat

In an audacious move that deed all odds, a bootlegger hailing from Mehsana in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat found himself in a tight spot after his ambitious attempt to 
transport a whopping 114 litres of country liquor on his scooter was caught by 
Police. A staggering 57 two-litre pouches of the liquor crammed onto a two-wheeler.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/picture-this-man-tries-to-
s m u g g l e - 1 1 4 - l i t e r- o f - l i q u o r- o n - s c o o t e r- i n - a l c o h o l - p r o h i b i t e d -
gujarat/articleshow/103200926.cms

10. Fake medicines worth ̀ 20L seized from suppliers in Delhi

22 October 2023 l The Times of India

Dehradun: City police seized fake drugs worth Rs20 lakh from three drug distributors 

in Delhi while investigating the fake drugs case in which two men were arrested for 

allegedly manufacturing fake drugs, police said on Saturday. The duo manufactured 

counterfeit drugs, purportedly of renowned pharmaceutical companies after losing 

their jobs during the Covid-19 pandemic. The three distributors — Bharat Medicos, 

Shri Balaji Medicos, and RG Pharma - reportedly purchased fake drugs worth Rs 1.8 

crore from the two accused and sold them to various drug stores in Bihar, Uttar 

Pradesh, West Bengal, and Delhi. 

https://timesondia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/fake-medicines-wor th-20l-
seized-from-suppliers-in-del/articleshow/104619051.cms

BENGALURU: Thirty old model iPhones, 28 used laptops, gold sheets cut to look like 
credit cards and other valuables were seized from the suitcases of a man who landed 
at Kempegowda International Airport last week. He had own into the city from Abu 
Dhabi via Ahmedabad and had planned to take a ight to Chennai with the smuggled 
gadgets and gold. Sources with the air intelligence unit of KIA said the sleuths, acting 
on a tip-off, were waiting to nab the suspect at the arrival bay. 

https://timesondia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/smuggler-nabbed-with-30-
iphones-28-laptops-gold/articleshow/103878992.cms

23 September 2023 l The Times of India

9. Smuggler nabbed with 30 iPhones, 28 laptops, gold

7. Police bust cigarette, liquor smuggling syndicate, seize contraband 
worth over RM36m

15 September 2023 l Malay Mail

KUALA LUMPUR, 15 Sept — The police have busted a cigarette and liquor 
smuggling syndicate following the arrest of 10 men and seizure of over RM36 million 
worth of contraband in three raids in Kajang on Sept 7.

Security and Public Order Division director Datuk Seri Hazani Ghazali said that 
intelligence gathering by the Wildlife Crime Bureau along with the Cheras General 
Operations Force had revealed two illegal liquor processing labs and led to the arrest 
of 10 men, ve locals and ve foreigners, and the seizure of untaxed 73,800 cartons 
of cigarettes and 24,573 cartons of liquor worth a total of over RM36 million.

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2023/09/15/police-bust-cigarette-
liqour-smuggling-syndicate-seize-contraband-worth-over-rm36m/91104
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23 July 2023 l News24

A 44-year-old Zimbabwean man was arrested for allegedly trying to smuggle illicit 
cigarettes, worth more than R12 million, into South Africa. The man is alleged to have 
snuck into South Africa during a time there was load shedding at the border gate. It is 
alleged a police ofcer allowed the truck through. Police spokesperson Lieutenant-
Colonel Amanda Funani said the man entered South Africa from Botswana on Friday, 
via the Skilpadhek port of entry.

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/man-caught-at-border-
attempting-to-enter-sa-with-illicit-cigarettes-worth-r12-million-20230723

2.  Man caught at border attempting to enter SA with illicit cigarettes 
worth R12 million

6 July 2023 l Frontex

1.  46 people smugglers arrested, millions of cigarettes seized in global 
operation led by Frontex

https://www.frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/46-people-
smugglers-arrested-millions-of-cigarattes-seized-in-global-operation-led-by-
frontex-RUNn7e

More than 30 million of cigarettes seized, 43 fraudulent documents conscated, 46 
people smugglers arrested in a global operation against tobacco, human smuggling. 
Frontex coordinated Joint Action Days (JAD) Arktos 5, focusing on tackling tobacco 
smuggling, migrant smuggling and document fraud in the Baltic Sea Region. This 
JAD was led by Latvia and co-led by both Estonia and Lithuania. The coordination 
centre was established in Frontex HQ, with border guards and customs 
representatives from participating countries as well as Interpol.

4. Fake Apple Watches, Wireless Headphones Worth Nearly $400K 
Seized by CBP at ONT and LA/LB Seaport
22 August 2023 l CBP

LOS ANGELES- U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) ofcers assigned to 
international cargo operations at Ontario International Airport (ONT) and the Los 
Angeles/Long Beach Seaport (LA/LB) in coordination with import specialists with the 
Electronics Center of Excellence and Expertise (CEE-Electronics) seized 1,200 pairs 
of wireless headphones and 220 wrist wearable devices for infringing Apple registered 
copyrights and trademarks. If genuine, the seized products would have had an 
estimated manufacturer's suggested retail price (MSRP) of $396,812.

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/fake-apple-watches-wireless-
headphones-worth-nearly-400k-seized-cbp

3. Hong Kong Customs seizes $1 million worth of counterfeit products at 
River Trade Terminal

Approximately 900 counterfeit items, 1,300 suspected smuggled nicotine-
containing electronic cigarettes, and 6,100 electronic accessories were seized. 
Through risk assessment, Hong Kong Customs on 27 June inspected a 40-foot 
container arriving in Hong Kong from Nansha, Guangdong, destined for Italy.

17 July 2023 l Port Technology

https://www.por ttechnology.org/news/hong-kong-customs-seizes-1-million-
worth-of-counterfeit-products-at-river-trade-terminal/

6. CIB given responsibility to further investigate gold smuggling scam

7 August 2023 l My Republica Nagarik Network

https://myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/news/cib-given-responsibility-to-
investigate-further-on-gold-smuggling/

KATHMANDU, Aug 7: The Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) of Nepal Police has been 
handed over the responsibility to further investigate the smuggling of 100 kg gold after 
17 days of the seizure of the gold smuggled from foreign country. The Revenue 
Investigation Department (RID) shared this information on Sunday. Director General of 
RID Nabaraj Dhungana said that the CIB had been provided with the le of the 
investigations to dig further into the case of gold smuggling. Dhungana said that entire 
other activities of the investigations now would be carried out by the CIB.

A preventive team of Dhaka Custom House has seized about 2.1 kilograms of gold in 
the form of wet dust at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport here last night. 
Conrming the matter to BSS, preventive team ofcial Md Raihan Rakib said they 
found the gold paste wrapped in blue scotch tape, kept in the washroom beside the 
TGR Godown inside the airport around 9.30 pm on Thursday. The estimated cost of 
the gold is Taka 1.89 crore," the customs ofcial said.

5. 2-kg smuggled gold as wet dust seized at Shahjalal airport
28 July 2023 l Kaler Kantho

https://www.kalerkantho.com/english/online/national/2023/07/28/54968

23 September 2023 | Hong Kong Customs and Excise Department

8. Hong Kong Customs detects live lobsters and chilled seafood 
smuggling case involving shing vessel

Hong Kong Customs on September 21 mounted an anti-smuggling operation in the 
southern waters of Hong Kong and detected a suspected smuggling case involving a 
shing vessel. About 1 100 kilograms of suspected smuggled live lobsters and 400kg 
of chilled seafood with an estimated market value of about $4 million were seized.
h t t p s : / / w w w. c u s t o m s . g o v. h k / e n / c u s t o m s - a n n o u n c e m e n t / p r e s s -
release/index_id_3903.html?p=4&y=&m=

27 September 2023 l Reuters

10. Mexican goods worth $1 bln stuck at US border amid migration 
checks

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Sept 25 (Reuters) - Trade across the U.S.-Mexican border has been 
slowed over the past week as U.S. authorities have shut down crossings and imposed 
extra security checks amid an increase in migration, sparking concern in Mexico. 
About 8,000 trailers carrying an estimated $1 billion worth of goods have been 
stranded on the Mexican side over the past week, said Manuel Sotelo, president of the 
transport association of Ciudad Juarez, a major manufacturing hub across from El 
Paso, Texas.

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexican-goods-worth-1-bln-stuck-us-
border-amid-migration-checks-2023-09-26/https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/1-million-in-counterfeit-merchandise-

seized-by-cbp-in-chicago/

9. 1 million in counterfeit merchandise seized by CBP in Chicago

19 September 2023 l CBS News

CHICAGO (CBS) -- U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) ofcers at Chicago 
O'Hare's International Mail Branch intercepted and seized a shipment containing $1 
million worth of counterfeit designer merchandise. The illicit shipment from Thailand 
included fake designer watches, bracelets, handbags, and scarves. If these items 
had been genuine, the value would have exceeded $1 million.CBP ofcers 
discovered a trove of counterfeit luxury items, including 53 watches with the logos of 
prestigious brands such as Rolex, Gucci, Hermes, and Louis Vuitton. Nine bracelets 
featuring Rolex logos, three fake Louis Vuitton handbags, and two counterfeit Gucci 
scarves were also seized.

N
EW

S

NATIONAL NEWS
2. Smuggled Cigarettes worth more than Rs 66 lakhs seized at Delhi IGI 
Airport

The Delhi Customs at Indira Gandhi International Airpor, has booked a case of 

smuggling of foreign cigarettes ("3700 Dandas") without pictorial warning imprinted 

on them on 23 July, 2020 by 13 Indian passengers stranded in Dubai due to Covid-19. 

The said recovered cigarettes have been seized under Section 110 of Customs Act, 

1962. The collective value of the seized goods is ̀ 66,60,000, Ministry of Finance said 

in a release on Friday.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/smuggled-cigarettes-worth-more-than-rs-
66-lakh-seized-at-delhi-s-igi-airport-11595600270565.html 

1.  Foreign Cigarettes Worth Rs 29 Crore Smuggled from Myanmar 
Seized in Mizoram

16 July 2023 l NDTV

Guwahati: The Assam Ries and other law-enforcement agencies in separate 
operations in Mizoram since Saturday night have seized illcit products and foreign-
origin cigarettes worth ̀  29 crore smuggled from Myanmar, and arrested six people, 
army sources said.

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/drugs-foreign-cigarettes-worth-rs-29-crore-
smuggled-from-myanmar-seized-in-mizoram-4212842

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/3-arrested-with-fake-currency-notes-wor th-
over-rs-2-lakh-in-up-4454298

4. 3 Arrested with Fake Currency Notes Worth Over ̀  2 Lakh In UP
5 October 2023 l NDTV

Noida: The Special Task Force (STF) of Uttar Pradesh Police on Thursday arrested three 
people in Meerut with counterfeit Indian currency notes with a face value of more than 

 2 lakh. The arrest was made by the Noida unit of STF from Hanuman Vihar area under `
the medical police station limits of Meerut district around 2:35 pm. The police said they 
have recovered fake notes having a total face value of  2,03,600 from the trio along with `
equipment and material used to make them.

An operation was launched and the STF team proceeded from Guwahati on Tuesday 
morning and at 1 pm the team intercepted a Maruti Alto Vehicle bearing registration 
no. (AS 18 F 6863) at Krishnai town and successfully apprehended three FICN 
dealers," said a statement from the Assam Police.

It further stated, "During the search operation, 29 bundles of FICN of 500 
denominations were recovered from the vehicle. The FICN, the vehicle and four 
numbers of mobile handsets have been recovered and seized from their possession. 

22 August 2023 l NDTV

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/fake-currency-racket-busted-3-arrested-in-
assam-4319977

3. Fake Currency Racket Busted, 3 Arrested in Assam

The smuggling attempt was foiled in a joint operation that was conducted by BSF, 
troops of Border Outpost 32 Battalion under South Bengal Frontier and the team of 
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence on September 2. 

6. Gold Worth Over ̀  8 Crore Seized in Bengal, 2 Smugglers Arrested

https://www.indiatoday.in/crime/story/gold-smuggling-india-bangladesh-border-
west-bengals-nadia-bsf-operation-2430427-2023-09-03

Border Security Force (BSF), on Saturday, foiled yet another gold smuggling attempt 
near the India-Bangladesh border after it seized as many as 106 gold biscuits with an 
estimated market value of Rs 8.50 crore.

3 September 2023 l India Today

5. 7kg gold worth ̀ 4 crore seized at Jaipur airport, two arrested

19 July 2023 l The Times of India

Jaipur: The customs department arrested two passengers who arrived from Dubai 
on Thursday and seized 7kg of gold worth over Rs 4 crore from them, said ofcials. 
Ofcials said that based on a tip-off, the two passengers, from Sikar, were caught on 
Thursday and during checking at the airport, both the passengers were stopped and 
interrogated. The passengers' trolley bags were checked, and ofcials found gold in 
paste form kept in their luggage.

https://timesondia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/7kg-gold-wor th-4-crore-seized-at-
jaipur-airport-two-arrested/articleshow/103851930.cms?from=mdr

6 August 2023 l Economic Times

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/dri-arrests-masterminds-in-100cr-worth-
smuggling-racket-operating-through-mundra-sez/articleshow/102463432.cms

8. DRI arrests masterminds in 100cr worth smuggling racket operating 
through Mundra SEZ

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) Ahmedabad on Saturday arrested three 
masterminds of a smuggling racket operating through the Mundra Special Economic 
Zone (SEZ) and recovered smuggled goods valued at Rs 100 crores. The DRI said that 
these three accused were involved in the smuggling of E-Cigarettes, branded mobile 
accessories, premium branded shoes, bags, perfumes, and electronics items through 
the Mundra SEZ. 

30 August 2023 l The Economic Times

7.  Man tries to smuggle 114 litres of liquor on scooter in alcohol-
prohibited Gujarat

In an audacious move that deed all odds, a bootlegger hailing from Mehsana in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat found himself in a tight spot after his ambitious attempt to 
transport a whopping 114 litres of country liquor on his scooter was caught by 
Police. A staggering 57 two-litre pouches of the liquor crammed onto a two-wheeler.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/picture-this-man-tries-to-
s m u g g l e - 1 1 4 - l i t e r- o f - l i q u o r- o n - s c o o t e r- i n - a l c o h o l - p r o h i b i t e d -
gujarat/articleshow/103200926.cms

10. Fake medicines worth ̀ 20L seized from suppliers in Delhi

22 October 2023 l The Times of India

Dehradun: City police seized fake drugs worth Rs20 lakh from three drug distributors 

in Delhi while investigating the fake drugs case in which two men were arrested for 

allegedly manufacturing fake drugs, police said on Saturday. The duo manufactured 

counterfeit drugs, purportedly of renowned pharmaceutical companies after losing 

their jobs during the Covid-19 pandemic. The three distributors — Bharat Medicos, 

Shri Balaji Medicos, and RG Pharma - reportedly purchased fake drugs worth Rs 1.8 

crore from the two accused and sold them to various drug stores in Bihar, Uttar 

Pradesh, West Bengal, and Delhi. 

https://timesondia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/fake-medicines-wor th-20l-
seized-from-suppliers-in-del/articleshow/104619051.cms

BENGALURU: Thirty old model iPhones, 28 used laptops, gold sheets cut to look like 
credit cards and other valuables were seized from the suitcases of a man who landed 
at Kempegowda International Airport last week. He had own into the city from Abu 
Dhabi via Ahmedabad and had planned to take a ight to Chennai with the smuggled 
gadgets and gold. Sources with the air intelligence unit of KIA said the sleuths, acting 
on a tip-off, were waiting to nab the suspect at the arrival bay. 

https://timesondia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/smuggler-nabbed-with-30-
iphones-28-laptops-gold/articleshow/103878992.cms

23 September 2023 l The Times of India

9. Smuggler nabbed with 30 iPhones, 28 laptops, gold

7. Police bust cigarette, liquor smuggling syndicate, seize contraband 
worth over RM36m

15 September 2023 l Malay Mail

KUALA LUMPUR, 15 Sept — The police have busted a cigarette and liquor 
smuggling syndicate following the arrest of 10 men and seizure of over RM36 million 
worth of contraband in three raids in Kajang on Sept 7.

Security and Public Order Division director Datuk Seri Hazani Ghazali said that 
intelligence gathering by the Wildlife Crime Bureau along with the Cheras General 
Operations Force had revealed two illegal liquor processing labs and led to the arrest 
of 10 men, ve locals and ve foreigners, and the seizure of untaxed 73,800 cartons 
of cigarettes and 24,573 cartons of liquor worth a total of over RM36 million.

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2023/09/15/police-bust-cigarette-
liqour-smuggling-syndicate-seize-contraband-worth-over-rm36m/91104
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