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FICCI CASCADE emphasises global cooperation against

smuggling for building resilient economie

New Delhi: FICCI Commit-
tee Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Destroying the
Economy (CASCADE) that has
been running an incessant cam-
paign against the menace of
smuggling and counterfeiting
that contribute to terror financ-

ing and organised crime, will
be organising the 10th edition
of MASCARADE (Movement

and Coun-
25-26

Against Smuggling
terfeit Trade) September
here in New Delhi.

The theme of this edition would

be ‘Building Re ient Econo-
mies and Implementing Robust
Measures from a Global Ini-

tiative against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting’.

Also, a report titled ‘Illicit
Markets in India: Assessment
and Effect of Consumer Prefer-
ence’ would be presented.

India is the fastest growing
major economy inthe world and
has been the sole ‘bright spot’ in
an otherwise sagging scenario
of slowing global economy, but
the silent menace of smuggling
and illicit trade threatens its
ambition of becoming a $5 Tril-
lion economy.

Smuggling and counterfeit-
ing threaten Indian industries,
hampering job creation and im-
peding economic growth, apart
from depriving the government
of tax revenue and bleeding re-

sources for enforcement and
public health measures.
Mr. Anil

Rajput,
Chair-
man, FICCI
CASCADE
said, “The
interplay
between

illicit mar-

kets, finan-

cial flows,

ganized crime and terrorism
weaves a complex web that
challenges the socio-economic
stability of nation Interna-

tional collaboration along with
greater consumer participation

and responsibility among oth-

ures against illicit trade. While
the Indian Government has tak-
en creditable steps to control il-
licit trade, and the enforcement
agencies making many more
seizures- the fact remains that
even today, these are only the
tip of the iceb . In this back-
drop, intense, targeted and sus

tained all round efforts are in-

deed the need of the hour.

Ry, CASCADE
The body has roped in the

international community and

organisations to highlight and

underline the hidden links be-
tween smuggling, counterfeit-
ing and terrorism and organ-
ised crime.

It has also been organising
awareness programmes on
strategies to counter smuggling,
including inter hool compe-
titions to educate the young or
the to-be-consumers.

MASCARADE is an interna-
tional forum that hosts senior of-
ficials from prominent interna-
tional organizations, including
the World Customs Organiza-
tion (WCO), World Intellectual
Property Orgar tion (WIPO),
International Narcotics
trol Board (INCB), INTERPOL,,
among others, and representa-
tives from several countries to
provide insights against smug-
gling and illicit trade.

MASCARADE
perts from various fields such as
cyber-law, artificial intelligence,
intellectual property rights and
e-commerce, along with =nior
officials from the Government
of India to brainstorm on the de-
tection of connections between
smuggling, organized crime and
terror financing.

ropes in ex-
f

Meanwhile, the MASCA-
RADE discussions on solutions
would revolve around consumer
awarene stricterenforcement
and calibrated government poli-
cies in terms of taxation, trade
deals etc.

There also needs to be a
multinational collaboration to
address the issue comprehen-
sively. This collaborative effort

could involve optimizing intelli-
gence sharing, conducting joint
ations and enforcement
practic-
and
and

investi
action sharing best
es, establishing bilateral
multilateral agreements
enhancing mutual legal &
ance, among other measures.

Additionally, the collabora-
tion should leverage the power
of new-age and emerging tech-
nologies, such as Al and ma-
chine learning, to identify and
analyse patterns of illicit trade,
thereby enhancing detection
and enforcement capabilities.

The 9th edition of MAS-
CRADE last year was a two-day
event organised on the theme

- “Tackling Illicit Trade: Socio-

Economic Perspectives and
Way Forward’.
A 2022 FICCI CASCADE

study titled 'Tllicit Markets: A
Threat to Our National Inter-
ests' revealed a staggering 163%
increase in tax losses due to
smuggling in India from 2010
to 2020. The government faced
a substantial financial impact,
with los reaching 58,521
crore, compared to T22,230
crore, spanning crucial sectors
such as alcoholic beverage:
mobile phones, FMCG-hous
hold and personal goods, FM-
CG-packaged foods, and tobacco
products.

@

These industries collectively
suffered an astounding 340%
surge in sales losses, escalat-
ing from ¥59,046 crores in 2010
0,094 crores in 2020, high-
gravity of the illicit

trade issue.
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FHCGI GASCADE underlines need for global
cooperation to curb Smuggling for Sustainable growth

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M
NEW DELHI

o combat the menace of
I smuggling and
counterfeiting that feed
into terror financing and
organised crime, FICCI
Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE) will be
organising the 10th edition of
MASCARADE (Movement
Against  Smuggling and
Counterfeit Trade) this month
in the national Capital.
MASCARADE is an
international forum that hosts
senior  officials from
prominent international
organizations, including the
World Customs Organization
(WCO), World Intellectual

Property Organization
(WIPO), International
Narcotics Control  Board

(INCB), INTERPOL, among
others, and representatives
from several countries to
provide insights against
smuggling and illicit trade.

India is the fastest growin,
major economy in the worlg
and has been the sole ‘bright
spot’ in an otherwise sagging
scenario of slowing global
economy, but the silent
menace of smuggling and

FICCI

illicit trade threatens its
ambition of becoming a $5
Trillion economy.
“Smuggling and
counterfeiting threaten Indian
industries, hampering job
creation and  impeding
economic growth, apart from
depriving the government of
tax revenue and bleedin
resources for enforcement an
public health measures,” said
Anil Rajput, Chairman FICCI
CASCADE which has been

running an incessant
campaign against the menace.
It has roped in the

international community and
organisations to highlight and
underline the hidden links
between smuggling,
counterfeiting and terrorism

CAS

and organised crime.

The body has also been
organising awareness
programmes on strategies to
counter smuggling, including
inter-school competitions to
educate the young or the to-
be-consumers.
MASCARADE  ropes in
experts from various fields
such as cyber-law, artificial
intelligence, intellectual
property rights and e-
commerce, along with senior
officials from the Government
of India to brainstorm on the
detection of connections
between smuggling, organized
crime and terror financing.
Meanwhile, the
MASCARADE discussions on
solutions would  revolve

CADE

around consumer awareness,
stricter  enforcement and
calibrated government
policies in terms of taxation,
trade deals etc.

There also needs to be a
multinational collaboration to

address the issue
comprehensively.

“This  collaborative effort
could involve optimizing
intelligence sharing,
conducting joint
investigations and

enforcement actions, sharing
best practices, establishin

bilateral and multilateral
agreements and enhancing
mutual  legal assistance,
among other measures,” said
Rajput.

Additionally, the

collaboration should leverage
the power of new-age and
emerging technologies, such
as Al and machine learning,
to identify and analyse
patterns of illicit trade,
thereby enhancing detection
and enforcement capabilities.
The 9th  edition  of
MASCRADE last year was a
two-day event organised on
the theme- ‘Tackling Illicit
Trade: Socio-Economic
Perspectives and ~ Way
Forward’

A 2022 FICCI CASCADE
study titled ‘Illicit Markets: A
Threat to Our National
Interests’ revealed a staggering
163% increase in tax losses
due to smuggling in India
from 2010 to 2020.

The government faced a
substantial financial impact,
with losses reaching 258,521
crore, compared to 222,230
crore, spanning crucial sectors
such as alcoholic beverages,

mobile phones, FMCG-
household and personal
oods, FMCG-packaged

oods, and tobacco products.
These industries collectively
suffered an astounding 340%
surge in sales losses, escalating
from 759,046 crores in 2010 to
22,60,094 crores in 2020,
highlighting the gravity of the
illicit trade issue.
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Need to crack down
on illicit trade: Bittu

NEW DELHI: Minister of
State for Food Processing
Industries & Minister of State
for Railways Ravneet Singh
Bittu on Wednesday empha-
sised the need of harsh penal-
ties and cracking down heavily
on the nexus of people engaged
in illicit trade and activities.
Addressing the 10th edition
of FICCI-CASCADE’s ‘"MAS-
CRADE 2024; Bittu asserted
that co-ordination between
various enforcement agencies
is key to overcoming the battle
against the nefarious elements
ruining our economic growth.
“Together, we build resilient
economies, fostering global
collaboration to combat these
threats with robust initiatives.
Let’s safeguard Bharat’s future
together;” he added. He further
stated that the opinions and

views of FICCI CASCADE’s
report will help the government
to come down heavily on illicit
trade activities.

Rajiv Talwar, special sec-
retary to the government, and
member of the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Cus-
toms (CBIC), said: “CBIC is
serving as the fulcrum in the
movement against counterfeit
goods and smuggling. We have
built a technology-driven risk
management portal that help
us predict possible smuggling
operations. CBIC officers are
making on an average 60 detec-
tions a day through this portal”

Chairman of FICCI CAS-
CADE Anil Rajput, said: “Con-
sumers have and will continue
to remain the prime focus
group for both legal and the
illicit players” MPOST
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FICCH-CASCADE 2024: Urgent need! for strict measures against llicttrade

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
NEW DELHI

he Centre on Wednesday

emphasized on the need
of harsh penalties and
cracking down heavily on the
nexus of people engaged in
illicit trade and activities
across  the  country,
“Punishment is necessary,
and it is important to insl&l
fear in the minds of
perpetrators that  harsh
penalties are in store for them
if they engage in illcit trade
activities; said Ravneet Singh
Bittu, Minister of State for
Food Processing Industries &
Minister of State for Railways.
Addressing the 10th edition
of  FICCI-CASCADE'
‘MASCRADE 2024, Bittu
asserted that co-ordination
between various enforcement
agencies is key to overcome
the battle against the
nefarious elements ruining
our  economic  growth,
“Together, we build resilient
cconomies, fostering global
collaboration to comtat these
threats with robust initiatives.
Lets safeguard Bharat’s future

together,” he added. He
further stated that the
opinions and views of FICCI
CASCADES report will help
the government to come
down heavily on illicit trade
activities,

Special Secretary to the

Government of India and
Member ~ (Compliance

Management), Central Board

of Indirect Taxes and

Customs  (CBIC), Rajiv e

Talwar, said, “CBIC s serving
as the fulcrum in the
movement against counterfeit
goods and smuggling. We
have built a technology-
driven risk  management
portal with very wide
capabilities that help us

- predict possible smuggling

operations,

CBIC field officers are
making on an average 60
detections a day with the help
of this portal

Talwar added that over 3,000
people have been arrested in
the last 15 months and
foreign products worth Rs 40
crore were seized.

FICCI CASCADE Chairman
Anil Rajput said consumers

[llicit Market Size

Industry Value (INR Crores) 2022-23
FMCG - Packaged Foods 1223875

FMCG Personal ~ &|73813

Household Care Goods

Textiles and Apparels 403915

Tobacco Products 30017

Alcoholic Beverages 66106

Total 797726

have and will continue to
remain the prime focus group
for both legal and the illicit
players, — In today’s
technology-dominated
landscape, artificial
intelligence has assumed great
significance and at present we
are witnessing the positive

¢, impact of this technology on

our businesses and sociely,

.l believe that my mantra

clled the  ‘SECURE

| framework which stands for
® Surveillance, Enforcement,

Capacity Building, United
Front against illicit trade,
Rigorous Punishment, Entire
Ecosystem bult on simplicity-
when looked atin totality, will
provide a 360 degree addressal
of the complicated issue of
illicit trade and will also add
value and  significantly
strengthen our  strategy
against this global menace, %nu
said.

Director, Compliance and
Facilitation ~ Directorate,
World Customs Organization
Pranab Kumar Das, Director
General, Indian Council of
Atbitration (ICA) and Former
Director General, FICCI and

Think Tank Member, FICCI
CASCADE ~ Arun Chawla
were present on the occasion,
During the event, FICCI
CASCADE, in association
with the Thought Arbitrage
Research Institute (TARI),
launched areport ‘Consuming
The [licit: How Changing
Factors of ~ Consumption
Affect legal Markets in 5 Key
Industries’ which pegs the size
of llicit market in India at Rs
797,726 crore in 2022-23,
Considering 5 key
industries—FMCG (packaged
goods), FMGC (personal and
household  care),  alcohol,
tobacco, and textiles &
apparel—where illcit trade is
undermining  legitimate
businesses, distorting
competition, and significantly
cating into government tax
revenues, the report attributes
the burgeoning size of the
illicit. market to heightened
consumption of higﬁwalue
branded, luxury, high-end,
taxed goods and services,
especally — among  the
expanding  aspirational
middle class, both in rural and
urban India,
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[llicit market in 5 key Indian industries:

Textiles and Apparel with an illicit market size of Rs 4,03,915 crore in 2022-23
accounts for over 50% of the total illicit market, as per FICCI CASCADE report

THE SIZE OF THE MARKET

Industry

Value (2022-23)

FMCG - Packaged Foods ¥2,23,875cr

FMCG -Personal & Household Care Goods ¥73,813cr N
Textilesand Apparels ¥4,03,915cr

Tobacco Products ¥30,017cr
Alcoholic Beverages ¥66,106 cr "
Total ¥7,97,726cr | ‘

- |

Size of illicit trade directly Vg -n ﬁ t a
proportional to higher Nl ‘

taxes; far more profound . '

in tobacco and alcohol
) gSource: FICQ CASCADE Report
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[licit market valued at
T8 lakh crin 5 industries

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

THE illicit market in 5 key Indian industries -
FMCG (packaged goods), FMGC (personal and
household care), alcohol, tobacco, and textiles
& apparel - was valued at ¥7,97,726 crore in the
financial year 2022-23, as per FICCI CASCADE’S
latest study which was released on Wednesday:.
Textiles and apparel with an illicit market size
of 4,03,915 crore in 2022-23 accounts for over
50% of the total illicit market

The illicit market for FMCG (packaged foods)
has grown from %1,12,474 crore in 2011-12 to
%2,23,875 crore in 2022-23, marking arise of 99%,
said the report. The estimates for illicit market
of FMCG (personal and household care goods)
grew from 43,010 crore in 2017-18 to %73,813
crore in 2022-23 (71.6%).

The illicit market of alcoholic beverages saw
arise of 153.5% between 2017-18 and 2022-23. In
current price value terms, the illicit market
reached 66,106 crore for 2022-23, after 48,134
crore in 2021-22.

For tobacco products, between 2018-19 and
2022-23, the illicit market grew by 17.7%, from
%25,495 crore to ¥30,012 crore. The report said
the illicit market in these five categories ex-
panded faster in rural India, especially among
the growing classes of middle- and lower-in-
come groups.

Illicit mkt
for FMCG
rises 99%

Illicit market for
FMCG (packaged
foods) has
grown from
12,474 crin
2011-12 to
¥2,23,875crin
2022-23,arise
of 99%, report
said. Estimates
for illicit market
of FMCG
(personal and
household care
goods) grew
from 243,010 cr
in 2017-18 to
73,813 crin
2022-23
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Textiles, FMCG products account
for 90% of illicit trade into India

NEW DELHI

The illicit market in textiles
and apparel; packaged goods;
personal and household care;
alcohol; and tobacco has
expanded faster in India and
is undermining legitimate
businesses, according to a
report.

As per the report, textiles
and apparel accounted for
over 50 per cent of the total
illicit market in 202223,
FMCG (Packaged foods) and
FMCG  (Personal  and
Household Care  Goods)
accounted for nearly 37 per
cent of the total size of the

illicit market.

Industry  body FICCI's
Committee Against
Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying  the
Economy (CASCADE), in

association wnh the Thoughl
Arbitrage Research Institute
(TARI), has launched a com-

prehensive report titled
‘Consuming The Illicit: How
Changing ~ Factors  of

10

Consumption Affect Illegal
Markets in 5 Key Industries'
that pegs the size of illicit mar-
ket in India at Rs 797,726 crore
in 2022-23.

Besides undermining the
legitimate  businesses, the
report asserted that the illicit
trade is distorting competi-
tion, and significantly eating
into government tax revenues.

The report attributed the
burgeoning size of the illicit
market to heightened con-
sumption  of  high-value
branded, luxury, high-end,
taxed goods and services,
especially among the expan-
ding aspirational middle class,
both in rural and urban India.

The changing spending pat-
tern--with rising disposable
incomes--highlights  con-
sumers opting for products
that are taxed more, such as
products carrying tax rates of
28 per cent in case of beauty
and cosmetic products and
readymade garments which
are taxed at 12-18 per cent,
which give illicit players the
opportunity to use arbitrage
for economic gains.

The impact is far more pro-
found in the case of industries
that have historically been
exposed to higher tax regimes
- tobaceo and alcohol. These
two products are though not
under the GST ambit.




The Statesman

Textiles, FMCG products account for about 90
per cent of illicit trade in India, finds FICCI
CASCADE study: The illicit market in textiles
and apparel; packaged goods; personal and
household care; alcohol; and tobacco has
expanded faster in India and is undermining
legitimate businesses, according to a report. As
per the report, textiles and apparel accounted
for over 50 per cent of the total illicit market in
2022-23. FMCG (Packaged foods) and FMCG (Per-
sonal and Household Care Goods) accounted for
nearly 37 per cent of the total size of the illicit
market. Industry body FICCI's Committee
Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy (CASCADE), in associa-
tion with the Thought Arbitrage Research Insti-
tute (TARI), has launched a comprehensive
report titled 'Consuming The lllicit: How Chang-
ing Factors of Consumption Affect lllegal Mar-
kets in 5 Key Industries' that pegs the size of
illicit market in India at Rs 797,726 crore in
2022-23. Besides undermining the legitimate
businesses, the report asserted that the illicit
trade is distorting competition, and significant-
ly eating into government tax revenues. The
report attributed the burgeoning size of the
illicit market to heightened consumption of
high-value branded, luxury, high-end, taxed
goods and services, especially among the
expanding aspirational middle class, both in
rural and urban India.

11
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‘Need to crack
down heavily
on illicit trade’

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 25

Union minister of State
Ravneet Singh Bittu
Wednesday pressed for
the need of harsh penal-
ties and cracking down
heavily on the nexus of
people engaged in illicit
trade and activities.

Addressing the 10th
edition of “FICCI-
CASCADE’'s-"MAS-
CRADE 2024, Mr Bittu
asserted that co-ordina-
tion between enforce-
ment agencies is key to
the battle against those
nefarious elements ruin-
ing our economic
growth.

12
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Read to Lead

lllicit trade at
T7.927L crin
5 key sectors

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, September 26

INDUSTRY CHAMBER FICCI
has called for strict punish-
mentand better surveillance
to deal with illicit trade,
which is pegged atI7.97 lakh
crore a year for five key
sectors including apparel
and fast-moving consumer
goods.

The illicit market in pack-
agedfoodsatX2.23 lakh crore
in 2022-23 was more than
one-fourth (25.4%9%) of the
country’s packaged food mar-
ket,according to Ficci’s com-
mittee against smuggling
and counterfeiting activities
destroying the economy (Cas-
cade) report released on
Wednesday.

Illicit trade in the textiles
and apparel segmentstood at
T4.03 lakh crore in FY23,
growing 29.67%b0 since 2017~
18 when it wasworth X3.11
lakh crore, the report said

The Central Board of Indi-
rect Taxes and Customs,
which is working against
counterfeit goods and smug-
gling, has effected the arrest
of more than 3,000 people
and seized foreign products
worth 40 croreinthelast15
months.

“We have built a technol-
ogy-drivenrisk management
portal with very wide
capabilities that help us pre-
dict possiblesmugglingoper-
ations,” RajivTalwar, member
(compliance) of the CBIC
said while releasing the Cas-
cade report.

“Field officers are making
onan average 60 detectionsa
day with the help of this por-
tal,” he added.

13
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[llicit trade in textiles, FMCG
undermines India’s economy: Report

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The illicit market in tex-
tiles and apparel; packaged
goods; personal and house-
hold care; alcohol; and to-
bacco has expanded faster
in India and is undermining
legitimate businesses, ac-
cording toareport.

As per the report, textiles
and apparel accounted for
over 50 per cent of the to-
tal illicit market in 2022-23.
FMCG (Packaged foods)
and FMCG (Personal and
Household Care Goods)
accounted for nearly 37 per
cent of the total size of the il-
licit market. Industry body

FICCI's Committee Against
Smuggling and Counter-
feiting Activities Destroying
the Economy (CASCADE),
in association with the
Thought Arbitrage Re-
search Institute (TARI), has
launched a comprehensive
report titled ‘Consuming
The Illicit: How Changing
Factors of Consumption Af-
fect Illegal Markets in 5 Key
Industries’ that pegs the size
of illicit market in India at Rs
797,726 crore in 2022-23.
Besides undermining the
legitimate businesses, the
reportasserted that theillicit
trade is distorting competi-
tion, and significantly eating

into government tax reve-
nues. The report attributed
the burgeoning size of the
illicit market to heightened
consumption of high-value
branded, luxury, high-end,
taxed goods and services,
especially among the ex-
panding aspirational middle
class, bothin ruraland urban
India. The changing spend-
ing pattern--with rising dis-
posable incomes--highlights
consumers opting for prod-
ucts thatare taxed more, such
as products carrying tax rates
of 28 per cent in case of beau-
tyand cosmetic productsand
readymade garments which
are taxed at 12-18 per cent,

which give illicit players the
opportunity to use arbitrage
for economic gains.

The impact is far more pro-
found in the case of indus-
tries that have historically
been exposed to higher tax
regimes -- tobacco and alco-
hol. These two products are
though not under the GST
ambit. “India witnessed a
surge in per capita income
between 2011-12and 2022-23.
But, the mismatch between
purchasing power and as-
piration has increasingly
fed into an ever-increasing
space for illicit market
and counterfeiting,” the
report said.

Clipped from - The Business Guardian - September 26, 2024
Read it digitally on the Magzter app

14
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Illicit trade in 5 key industries reaches Rs 7.97
lakh crore, time to instil fear: Centre

Textiles and apparel alone had an illicit market zize of R3 4,03,215 crore m 2022-23, accounting for over 50 per
cent of the total illicit market.
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https://www.thestatesman.com/technology/illicit-trade-in-5-key-industries-reaches-rs-7-97-lakh-crore-
time-to-instil-fear-centre-1503347159.html
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Need to instill fear of harsh penalties in minds of illicit
traders: MoS

The ilfict market in these five categones has expanded faster in rural Indiz. especially among the growing classes of middle- and
lowrer-income groups. 2 FICCI CASCADE report said

Advertisernent

0] Life is for FUN MINISO @Xy ﬁ

SO0

F a I
Union MoS For Food Processing Industries Ravnest Singh Bittu | (Photo: PT1)

Press Trust of India | New Delhi
2 min read Last Updated © Sep 25 2024 | 658 PM IST @ Q

https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/need-to-instill-fear-of-harsh-penalties-in-minds-of-

illicit-traders-mos-124092501025 1.html

16



https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/need-to-instill-fear-of-harsh-penalties-in-minds-of-illicit-traders-mos-124092501025_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/need-to-instill-fear-of-harsh-penalties-in-minds-of-illicit-traders-mos-124092501025_1.html

TaE Economic TIMES

Ficci pegs illicit trade at near Rs 8 1akh crore in 5
key sectors

MAGICAL INTERNOR SOLUTIONS.

IT'S ALL IN
New Delhi: Industry body Ficci has
called for strict punishment and better

HETTICH

FURNITURE FITTINGS  DOOR HARDWARE

surveillance to deal with the illicit BUILT-IN APPLIARCES

trade, which is pegged at Rs 7.97 lakh %
% =S "Know more |

crore a year for five key sectors

including apparel and fast-moving
consumer goods.

Videos

The illicit market in packaged foods at
Rs 2.23 lakh crore in 2022-23 was more than one-fourth (25.4%) of the country's
packaged food market, according to Ficci's Committee against smuggling and
counterfeiting activities destroying the economy (Cascade) report released on
Wednesday,

Illicit trade in the textiles and apparel segment stood at ¥4.03 lakh crore in
FY23, growing 29.67% since 2017-18 when it was worth %3.11 lakh crore, the
report said. Protests in J-K over killing of Nasrallah;
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/textiles-fmcg-products-account-
for-about-90-of-illicit-trade-into-india-finds-ficci-cascade-
study/articleshow/113661522.cms?utm source=whatsapp pwa&utm_ medium=social&utm campaign=
socialsharebuttons&from=mdr
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Textiles, FMCG Products Account For About 90% Of Illicit Trade
Into India, Finds FICCI CASCADE Study

2 BW Onime Bureau | 88 Sep 25 2024

# Textiles # FMCG

Besides undermining legitimate businesses, the report asserted that the illicit trade is distorting competition, and significantly
eating into government tax revenues

ks

g vl

a5 ’

The illicit market in textiles and apparel; packaged goods; personal and household care; alcohol; and tobacco has
expanded faster in India and is undermining legitimate businesses, according to a report

As per the report, textiles and apparel accounted for over 50 per cent of the total illicit market in 2022-23. FMCG
(Packaged foods) and FMCG (Personal and Household Care Goods) accounted for nearly 37 per cent of the total size of
the illicit market.

https://businessworld.in/article/textiles-fmcg-products-account-for-about-90-of-illicit-trade-into-india-

finds-ficci-cascade-study-534310

18



https://businessworld.in/article/textiles-fmcg-products-account-for-about-90-of-illicit-trade-into-india-finds-ficci-cascade-study-534310
https://businessworld.in/article/textiles-fmcg-products-account-for-about-90-of-illicit-trade-into-india-finds-ficci-cascade-study-534310

THES = HINDU @

usinessline.

Minister calls for harsh penalties to combat illicit
trade threatening key industries

Updated - Seprember 25, 2024 at 09:49 PM. | New Delhi

According to the FICCI CASCADE report, the illicit market in five key industries was valued at ¥7,97,726 crore
in 2022-23

BY 3L NEW DELKI BUREAU

(©) COMMENTS  sars A (% azao Larza

e — S 3.

Ravneet Singh Bittu | Photo Credit: SANDEEP SAXENA
1llicit products market size across five key sectors has been pegged at about 37.97 lakh
crore, according to a report launched by FICCI in association with the Thought
Arbitrage Research Institute (TARI). The FICCI Cascade report noted that illicit trade is
undermining legitimate businesses, distorting competition, and eating into the
government's tax revenues in the five sectors of FMCG packaged goods, personal and
household care, alcohol, tobacco, and textiles & apparel.

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/minister-calls-for-harsh-penalties-to-combat-illicit-
trade-threatening-key-industries/article68683019.ece
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lllicit market in five key Indian industries
now valued at nearly Rs 8 lakh crore
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Updated on: 25 Sep 2024, 3:35 pm - 2 min read
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The illicit market in five key Indian industries - FMCG (packaged goods),
FMGC (personal and household care), alcohol, tobacco, and textiles and
apparel - was valued at Rs 7,97,726 crore in the financial year 2022-23, as
per FICCI CASCADE'S latest study released on Wednesday.

Textiles and apparel with an illicit market size of Rs 4,03,915 crore in 2022-
23 accounts for over 50% of the total illicit market

https://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2024/Sep/25/illicit-market-in-five-key-indian-industries-

now-valued-at-nearly-rs-8-lakh-crore
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ThePrint

Textiles, FMCG products account for about 90% of illicit

trade into India, finds FICCI CASCADE study

20240148 pm IST

Most Popular

Will ST status for Paharis backfire for
BIP in 2nd phase of J&K polis? All
eyes on Gujjar-Bakarwal votes

China is playing the victim card—
with Quad and US-led global
economic system

J&K Police: The ‘intimate enemy’
battling guilt, death & often their
own

:

Follow Us: (S TextSize A- A+ NOS )
New Delhi [India], September 25 (ANI): The illicit market in textiles and apparel; packaged

goods; personal and household care; alcohol; and tobacco has expanded faster in India and is

undermining legitimate businesses, according to a report.

https://theprint.in/economy/textiles-fmcg-products-account-for-about-90-of-illicit-trade-into-india-
finds-ficci-cascade-study/2283264/
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50% Surge in Illicit Textiles, FMCG Market Bleeds
Indian Economy: Report

Explore the rise of illicit trade in textiles, FMCG, alcohol, and tobacco, impacting India’s economy and businesses.

S OHEEC
Updated on: Scprember 25, 2024, 9:25 pm 1ST
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Ravneet Singh Bittu, Minister of State for Food Processing Industries

['he illicit market in India has surged across key industries, posing severe challenges for legitimate
businesses and affecting government revenue collection. According to a report by FICCI CASCADE, the
value of the illicit market reached Rs 7.97 lakh crore in 2022-23, with the textile and apparel sector
accounting for over 50% of this total. FMCG products, including packaged foods and personal and
household care goods, made up nearly 37% of the illicit market. This growing shadow economy not only

undermines fair competition but also leads to significant tax losses for the government.

https://thedailyguardian.com/50-surge-in-illicit-textiles-fmcg-market-bleeds-indian-economy/
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Bittu hits back at Rahul Gandhi amid Jammu and Kashmir alliance troubles

@ rouowss| O cowecrwmis

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/bittu-hits-back-at-rahul-gandhi-amid-jammu-and-kashmir-
alliance-troubles/

23



https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/bittu-hits-back-at-rahul-gandhi-amid-jammu-and-kashmir-alliance-troubles/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/bittu-hits-back-at-rahul-gandhi-amid-jammu-and-kashmir-alliance-troubles/

ORTUN

INDIA

Illicit trade at X7.97-lakh cr in FMCG,
textile, alcohol, tobacco sectors: FICCI

The problem is severe in the textiles and apparel business where the illicit market
size could be 4,03,915 crore, over 50% of India's illicit trade in these sectors

By JOE MATHEW, Sep 25,2024 | 3 min read

lllicit trade in FMCG (packaged foods) and FMCG (personal Image: Getty Images
and household care goods) could be worth 22,23,875 crore
and 73,813 crore, respectively.

https://www.fortuneindia.com/macro/illicit-trade-at-797-lakh-cr-in-fmcg-textile-alcohol-tobacco-
sectors-ficci/118534
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MoS Ravneet Singh Bittu Addressed FICCI’s 10th Edition Of
MASCRADE 2024 In New Delhi

4 MAL T IPADE 2024
MOVEMENT AGAINST SMUGGLID & COUNTERFEIT TRADE

25-26 September 2024 | New Dedhi
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Minister of State for Food Processing Industries Ravneet Singh Bittu expressed concem over the issue of illicit trade

‘s 10th edition of
4 in New Delhi today, he said both the central
and stote agencies need to work collaboratively to tackle the issue. The minister assured all support from the

government.

and emphasized adapting best practices to deal with these challenges. While cddressing the FIC

MASCRADE (Movement Against Smuggled and Counterfeit Trade

FICCI established the ‘Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy’

(CASCADE) to «

nerate cowareness on the hozardous impact of smuggled and counterfeit products amongst

consumers and citizens.

https://www.newsonair.gov.in/mos-ravneet-singh-bittu-addressed-ficcis-10th-edition-of-mascrade-
2024-in-new-delhi/
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Need to instill fear of harsh penalties in iestin your Dream ome Tis Fesie
minds of perpetrators of illicit trade: Season with Bajej Finserv Home Loan

Minister Bittu Syngenta unveils GenAl system to boost

farm productivity
NEW DELHI: Minister of State for Food Processing Industries Ravneet Singh Bittu on

Wednesday stressed the need for harsh penalties and cracking down heavily onthe ~ Turtlemint Reveals Partner
' I P - B Demographics: Gen Z and Millennials

nexus of people engaged in illicit trade and activities. Drive 85% of Insurance Sales

000®

Addressing the 10th edition of FICCI-CASCADE's - MASCRADE 2024, Bittu said f -
that coordination between various enforcement agencies is key to overcoming the TOP VIDEOS
battle against the nefarious elements ruining economic growth.

"Together, we build resilient economies, fostering global collaboration to combat
these threats with robust initiatives.__punishment is necessary, and it is important to
instill fear in the minds of perpetrators that harsh penalties are in store for them if
they engage in illicit trade activities,” he added.

https://www.ptinews.com/story/business/need-to-instill-fear-of-harsh-penalties-in-minds-of-
perpetrators-of-illicit-trade-minister-bittu/1849600
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Asian News International

Textiles, FMCG products account for about 90% of illicit
trade into India, finds FICCI CASCADE study

ANl | Updated: Sep 25, 2024 13:33 IS

New Delhi [India], September 25 [ANI): The illicit market in textiles and apparel,
packaged goods; personal and household care; alcohol; and tobacco has expanded
faster in India and is undermining legitimate businesses, according to a report.

As per the report, textiles and apparel accounted for over 50 per cent of the total
illicit market in 2022-23. FMCG (Packaged foods) and FMCG (Personal and
Household Care Goods) accounted for nearly 37 per cent of the total size of the
illicit market.

Industry body FICCI's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy (CASCADE]), in association with the Thought Arbitrage
Research Institute (TARI), has launched a comprehensive report titled 'Consuming
The lllicit: How Changing Factors of Consumption Affect lllegal Markets in 5 Key
Industries' that pegs the size of illicit market in India at Rs 797,726 crore in 2022-23.

Besides undermining the legitimate businesses, the report asserted that the illicit
trade is distorting competition, and significantly eating into government tax
revenues.

https://www.aninews.in/news/business/textiles-fmcg-products-account-for-about-90-of-illicit-trade-

into-india-finds-ficci-cascade-study20240925133350/
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lllicit trade in 5 key industries reaches
Rs 7.97 lakh crore, time to instil fear:
Centre

TODAY'S _ Great Savings
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Mumbai, Sep 25 (IANS) The illicit trade in 5 key industries — FMCG (packaged goods),

FMGC (personal and household care), alcohol, tobacco, and textiles and apparel —
valued at a whopping Rs 7,597,726 crore and there is an urgent need to crack down heavily

on the nexus of people engaged in such activities, the government said on Wednesday.

Textiles and apparel alone had an illicit market size of Rs 4,03,915 crore in 2022-23,

accounting for over 50 per cent of the total illicit market.

According to Ravneet Singh Bittu, Minister of State for Food Processing Industries and MoS
for Railways, co-ordination between various enforcement agencies is key to overcome the

battle against the nefarious elements ruining our economic growth.

https://bhaskarlive.in/illicit-trade-in-5-key-industries-reaches-rs-7-97-lakh-crore-time-to-instil-fear-

centre/
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Need to instill fear of harsh penalties in minds of
perpetrators of illicit trade: Ravneet Singh Bittu, MoS,
Food Processing Industries and Railways, Gol

f"t The Hans India o @ @ @ @

Hans News Service | 25 Sept 2024 11:08 PM IST

HIGHLIGHTS

o |llicit Market in 5 Key Indian
Industries is Valued At Rs 7,97,726 crore:

%o» l rmitio* FICCI CASCADE Report

e Textiles and Apparel with an illicit
market size of Rs 4,03,915 crore in 2022-
rryear P 23 accounts for over 50 per cent of the

{ ‘Qﬁ (X h total illicit market

" @ FMCG (Packaged foods) and FMCG
(Personal and Household Care Goods) at
illicit market size of Rs 2,23,875 crore and
Rs 73,813 crore, respectively, account for
nearly 37 per cent of the total size of the
illicit market in 2022-23
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https://www.thehansindia.com/business/need-to-instill-fear-of-harsh-penalties-in-minds-of-
perpetrators-of-illicit-trade-ravneet-singh-bittu-mos-food-processing-industries-and-railways-goi-
909734
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lllicit market in key Indian industries pegged at 37.97 lakh
Crore: FICCI CASCADE report

The textiles and apparel industry leads the pack, with an illicic market size of €4,03.915 crore, accounting for more than half of the total market
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lllicit trade in 5 key industries reaches Rs 7.97 lakh crore,
time to instil fear: Centre

INDIATRIBUNE

4 MA' { DADE 2024

MOVEMENT AGAINST SMUGGI D & COUNT

25-26 September 2024 | New Delhi
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Mumbai, Sep 25 (IANS) The illicit trade in 5 key industries — FMCG (package
d at a whopping Rs 7 nd there is an urgent need to crack down

alcohol, tobacco, and textiles and apparel — is

heavily on the nexus of people engaged in such activities, the government said on Wednesday

https://indiatribune.com/public/illicit-trade-in-5-key-industries-reaches-rs-797-lakh-crore-time-to-instil-

fear-centre
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Minister Calls for Tough Penalties to Curb
[llicit Trade at FICCI Event
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inister of State for Food Processing Industries Ravneet Singh Bittu on
dnesd shasized the necessity for stringent penalties to
mbat illicit trade, during his address at the 10th edition of FICCI-

CASCADE's ' MASCRADE 2024

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3099506-minister-calls-for-tough-penalties-to-curb-
illicit-trade-at-ficci-event
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Latest News | Need to Instill Fear of Harsh

Penalties in Minds of Perpetrators of lllicit Trade:
Minister Bittu

stories on Latest News at LatestLY. Minister of State for Food

g Industries Ravneet Singh Bittu on Wednesday stressed the need for harsh

penalties and cracking down heavily on the nexus of people engaged in illicit trade and
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New Delhi, S (PTI) Minister of State for

L @ @ ) Food Processing Industries Ravneet Singh

Bittu on Wednesday stressed the need for

0 @ harsh penalties and cracking down heavily

@ ¥ @ - on the nexus of people engaged in illicit
@

trade and activities.

LATESTE]|
Addressing the 10th on of FICCI-CASCADE's - ‘'MASCRADE 2024, Bittu said that
coordination between various enforcement agencies is key to overcoming the battle
against the nefarious elements ruining economic growt

https://www.latestly.com/agency-news/latest-news-need-to-instill-fear-of-harsh-penalties-in-minds-of-
perpetrators-of-illicit-trade-minister-bittu-6294670.html#google vignette
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Textiles, FMCG products account for about 90% of illicit
trade into India, finds FICCI CASCADE study

7] 26 September 2024 £ ANI
New Delhi, September 25

he illicit market in @ textiles and apparel; packaged goods; personal and household care; alcohol; and
tobacco has expanded faster in India and is undermining legitimate businesses, according to a report.

As per the report, texiiles and apparel accounted for over 50 per cent of the total illicit market in 2022-23. FMCG
(Packaged foods) and FMCG (Personal and Household Care Goods) accounted for nearly 37 per cent of the total size of
the illicit market.

Industry body FICCl's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE)},
in association with the Thought Arbitrage Research Institute (TARI), has launched a comprehensive report titled
‘Consuming The lllicit: How Changing Factors of Consumption Affect lllegal Markets in 5 Key Industries’ that pegs the size
of illicit market in India at Rs 797,726 crore in 2022-23.

Besides undermining the legitimate businesses. the report asserted that the illicit trade is distorting competition, and
significantly eating into government tax revenues.

The report attributed the burgeoning size of the illicit market to heightened consumption of high-value branded, luxury,
high-end, taxed goods and services, especially among the expanding aspirational middle class, both in rural and urban
India.

The changing spending pattern--with rising disposable incomes--highlights consumers opting for products that are taxed
more, such as products carrying tax rates of 28 per cent in case of beauty and cosmetic products and readymade
garments which are taxed at 12-18 per cent, which give illicit players the opportunity to use arbitrage for economic gains.

The impact is far more profound in the case of industries that have historically been exposed to higher tax regimes —
tobacco and alcohol. These two products are though not under the GST ambit.

“India witnessed a surge in per capita income between 2011-12 and 2022-23. But, the mismatch hetween purchasing
power and aspiration has increasingly fed into an ever-increasing space for illicit market and counterfeiting,” the report
said.

In the case of tobacco products, above 50 per cent of the illicit markets can be attributed to the effect of a punitive tax on
the industry. and similarly for alcohol such effect is 46 per cent.

As per the report, alcoholic beverages witnessed a rise of 153.5 per cent between 2017-18 and 2022-23. In current price
value terms, the illicit market reached Rs 66,106 crore for 2022-23, after Rs 48,134 crore in 2021-22.

https://www.newkerala.com/news/2024/60397.htm
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lllicit trade in 5 key industries reaches Rs
7.97 lakh crore, time to instil fear: Centre

The illicit trade in 5 key industries— FMCG (packaged goods), FMGC (personal and
household care), alcohol, tobacco, and textiles and apparel- is valued at a whopping Rs
7,97,726 crore and there is an urgent need to crack down heavily on the nexus of people

engaged in such activities, the government said on Wednesday.

Textiles and apparel alone had an illicit market size of Rs 4,03,915 crore in 2022-23,
accounting for over 50% of the total illicit market. According to Ravneet Singh Bittu,
Minister of State for Food Processing Industries and MoS for Railways, co-ordination
between various enforcement agencies is key to overcome the battle against the nefarious

elements ruining our economic growth.

"Together, we build resilient economies, fostering global collaboration to combat these
threats with robust initiatives. Let’s safeguard Bharat's future together,” the minister said at
the FICCI CASCADE event.

https://nagalandpost.com/index.php/2024/09/26/illicit-trade-in-5-key-industries-reaches-rs-7-97-lakh-

crore-time-to-instil-fear-centre/
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[llicit Markets in India Surge: Impact on
Legitimate Businesses and Tax Revenues

1 growth of illicit markets in India. panticularly in

report, from FICCI's CASCADE and TARI,

e for 202
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llicit markets in textiles, apparel, packaged goods, personal and househaold
care, alcohol. and tobaceo have expanded rapidly in India, posing significant

challenges for legitimate businesses. according to 4 recent report.

@ lululomon

SMOP PANTS

The report from FICCI's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting

Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE), in collaboration with the Thought

Arhitrage Research Institute (TARI). estimates the size of the illicit market in India

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/3099021-illicit-markets-in-india-surge-impact-on-
legitimate-businesses-and-tax-revenues
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lllicit Trade Crackdown: Harsh Penalties Needed, Says

Sep 25,2006 I8 Share on }‘: O X

Minister Bittu calls for strict penalties against illicit trade. emphasizing the nesd to deter perpetrators. CBIC reports
significant seizures and arrests in the fight against countsrfeit goeds and smuggling

Minister Bittu

By

https://money.rediff.com/news/market/illicit-trade-crackdown-harsh-penalties-needed-says-minister-
bittu/16233920240925
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lllicit trade in 5 key industries
reaches Rs 7.97 lakh crore, time
toinstil fear: Centre

Neel Shirodkar September 25 2024

CMALC LA M0

Mumbai, Sep 25 (IANS) The illicit trade in 5 key industries — FMCG (packa

goods). FMGC (personal and household care). alcohol, tobacco. and textiles and

apparel —is valued at a whopping Rs 7,97.726 crore and there is an urgent need to
crack down heavily on the nexus of people engaged in such activities, the

government said on Wednesday

Textiles and apparel alone had an illicit mar 03,915 crore in 2022-23.

accounting for over 50 per cent of the total illicit market.

According to Ravneet Singh Bittu, Minister of State for Food Processing Industries

and MoS for Railways, co-ordination between various enforcement agencies is key

Lo overcome the battle agansttne nefarious elements ruin nNg our economic

growtn.

mies. fostering global collaboration to combat

threats with robust initiatives. Lel's safeguard Bharat's future together.” the

~CLC

minister said at the FICCI CASCADE event.

‘Punishment is necessary, and it is important to instil fear in the minds of

perpetrators that harsh penalties are in store for them if they engage inillicit trade

activities,” the minister noted

https://pune.news/business/illicit-trade-in-5-key-industries-reaches-rs-7-97-lakh-crore-time-to-instil-
fear-centre-239485/
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THE POWER OF TRUTH

lllicit trade in 5 key industries reaches Rs 7.97 lakh crore, time to instil
fear: Centre

+]6lw]=]in©

Put your money to work and Start
Earning a Potential Second Income

: moedbe s
IANS Photo I
sign up
Mumbai, September 25 (IANS): The illicit trade in 5 kev industries — FMCG (packaged | LATESTPOSTS

goods), FMGC (personal and household care), zlcohol, tobacco, and textiles and apparel SC extends stay on demolitions,

reserves decision on laying

-
-

— is valued at a whopping Rs 7,97,726 crore and there is an urgent need to crack down
c N i A . > ) down pan-india directives
heavily on the nexus of people engaged in such activities, the government said on

Wednesday.

UPI surges to Rs 20.64 Iakh crin
Z Spe s - - X n= 7 lusin Sep. t i j
Textiles and apparel alone had an illicit market size of Rs 4,035,913 crore in 2022-23, R R T

to 15.04 billion
accounting for over 50 per cent of the total illicit market.

https://morungexpress.com/illicit-trade-in-5-key-industries-reaches-rs-797-lakh-crore-time-to-instil-
fear-centretfgoogle vignette
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lllicit trade in 5 key industries reaches Rs 7.97 lakh crore,
time to instil fear: Centre

https://daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=1229916
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Illicit Market in 5 Key Indian Industries is
Valued At Rs 7,97,726 crore: FICCI CASCADE

Report
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NEW DELHI: Mr Ravneet Singh Bittu, Minister of State for Food Processing Industries & Minister of State

or Railwa vt of India, today emphasized on the need of harsh penalties and cracking down heavily on
the nexus of people engaged in illicit trade and activities.

https://www.pninews.com/illicit-market-in-5-key-indian-industries-is-valued-at-rs-797726-crore-ficci-

cascade-report/
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Illicit trade in 5 key industries reaches Rs
7.97 lakh crore, time to instil fear: Centre

Sep 25, 2024, 20:40 151 o o @ @

Mumbai, Sep 25 (IANS) The illicit trade in 5 key industries — FMCG (packaged goods), FMGC

(personal and household care), alcohol, tobacco, and textiles and apparel — is valued at a
whopping Rs 7,97,726 crore and there is an urgent need to crack down heavily on the nexus of

people engaged in such activities, the government said on Wednesday.

Textiles and apparel alone had an illicit market size of Rs 4,03,915 crore in 2022-23, accounting

for over 50 per cent of the total illicit market.

According to Ravneet Singh Bittu, Minister of State for Food Processing Industries and MoS for
Railways, co-ordination between various enforcement agencies is key to overcome the battle

against the nefarious elements ruining our economic growth.

“Together, we build resilient economies, fostering global collaboration to combat these threats
with robust initiatives. Let’s safeguard Bharat's future together,” the minister said at the FICCI
CASCADE event.

“Punishment is necessary, and it is important to instil fear in the minds of perpetrators that

harsh penalties are in store for them if they engage in illicit trade activities,” the minister noted.

Rajiv Talwar, Special Secretary to government and Member (Compliance Management), Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), said over 3,000 people have been arrested in the last
15 months and foreign products worth Rs 40 crore were seized.

https://www.sakshipost.com/news/illicit-trade-5-key-industries-reaches-rs-797-lakh-crore-time-instil-

fear-centre-335714
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NEWS18

Rs 7 Lakh Crore Black Market Engulfs 5 Major Indian
Industries, FMCG Tops List, Check FICCI's Report

« Reported By: Namit Singh Sensar » Newsi8.com » L35t Updated: SEPTEMBER 26, 2025, 1757 IST + New Delhi, India
The scale of illicit trade increases in direct relation to
higher taxes, particularly evident in the tobacco and
alcohol industries
= O # [=cebook Twater
A ek & 5 e
~
size of illicit trade directly proportional to higher taxes; far more profound n tobacco and
alcohol (Representative image)
A new study has found that the size of the illicit market in India stands at Rs 7,97,726 crore in 2022-23. The report

attributes the burgeoning size of the illicit market to heightened consumption of high-value branded, luxury,
high-end, taxed goods and services, especially among the expanding aspirational middle class, both in rural and
urban India.

The report considered 3 key industries—FMCG (packaged goods), FMGC (personal and household care), alcohol,
tobacco, and textiles & apparel—where illicit trade is undermining legitimate businesses, distorting competition,
and significantly eating into government tax revenues.

RELATED GST Rate Rationalisation: GoM
< Discusses Removing 12% Slab,
STORIES ,:'_!,ﬂ Next Meetin_..

FICCI's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE), in
association with the Thought Arbitrage Research Institute (TARI), has launched a report titled ‘Consuming The
Illicit: How Changing Factors of Consumption Affect Illegal Markets in 5 Key Industries’.

0 PPF, NSC, KVP: Govt Likely to e &s of No
| © Keepinterest Rates on Small R Normsfi
Savings Sch... ‘(’ hwvestm

https://www.news18.com/business/economy/india-illegal-market-fmcg-fake-packaged-goods-black-
market-tobacco-alcohol-9064334.html
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Illicit market in key Indian industries valued at US $ 95,329
million, says FICCI report

oy Apparel Resources News-Dask 26-Septamber-2024 | 1minrsad o ° o

The industry body FICCI has demanded tough penalties and increased monitoring to combat the illegal trade,

which is estimated to cost five major industries, including clothing and textiles, US $ 95,329 million annually.

The Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE) in
association with the Thought Arbitrage Research Institute (TARI). launched a report Consuming The lilicit: How
Changing Factors of Consumption Affect lliegal Markets in 5 Key Industries which states that illicit trade in the
textile and apparel category was valued at US $ 43,268 million in FY '23, 2 29.67 per cent increase fromUS §
37,165 millionin 2017-18.

https://apparelresources.com/business-news/retail/illicit-market-key-indian-industries-valued-us-
95329-million-says-ficci-report/
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Reveal Inside

lllicit Markets in India: Textiles, Alcohol, and Tobacco

on the Rise

A recent report by FICCl's Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE) and the Thought Arbitrage Research Institute {TARI) has highlighted the rapid growth of the illicit market in
India. The report, titled ‘Consuming The lllicit: How Changing Faclors of Consumption Affect lllegal Markets in 5 Key

Industries,’ estimates the size of the illicit market at Rs 797,726 crore for the year 2022-23.

Key Findings

The report reveals that the tfextiles and apparel sector accounted for over 50% of the total illicit market in 2022-23. Fast-
Maving Consumer Goods (FMCG), including packaged foods and personal and household care goods, made up

nearly 37% of the illicit market.

Impact on Legitimate Businesses

The growing illicit market is not only undermining legitimate businesses but also distorting competition and
significantly reducing government tax revenues. The report aftributes this growth to the increased consumption of high-
value, branded, luxury, and high-end taxed goods and services, especially among the expanding middle class in both

rural and urban areas.
Taxation and lllicit Trade

The report highlights that high tax rates on products like beauty and cosmetic items {28%) and readymade garments
(12-18%) provide opportunities for illicit players to exploit economic gains. Industries with historically higher tax
regimes, such as tobacco and alcohol, are particularly affected. For instance, over 50% of the illicit tobacco market

and 46% of the illicit alcohol market can be attributed to punitive faxes.

https://revealinside.in/illicit-markets-in-india-text/
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PMI in India intensifies efforts against Illicit Tobacco
Trade to Safeguard Economic Interests and Consumer
Protection

Mediawire / Sep 30, 2024, 16:15 IST | /A SHARE IFOLLOW us & '

Reinforcing its commitment towards illicit tobacco trade prevention, Philip Morris International’s (PMI)
affiliate, IPM Indiz intensifies its efforts to tackle the menace to safequard India’s economic interest &
protect consumers. The illicit tobacco trade is @ major threat and growing challenge worldwide. As part
of its continued efforts towards tackling the illegal trade menace, PMI's strategy focuses on five critical
areas research & intelligence, protecting the supply chain, partnerships, cooperation with law
enforcement, and raising awareness.The organization suppoerts and helps law enforcement agencies by
inspecting and authenticating seized products and performing forensic evaluations. Additionally, profiles
illicit products, shares intelligence on emerging routes and trends shaping the black market, and trains
officials on the innovative authentication and secunty features of products.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/pmi-in-india-intensifies-efforts-against-
illicit-tobacco-trade-to-safeguard-economic-interests-and-consumer-
protection/articleshow/113815666.cms
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'India a powerhouse of manufacturing & innovation' =
BREAKING NEWS India created history at Budapest
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Building Resilient Economies and Implementing
Robust Measures from a Global Initiative
against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
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https://www.republicbharat.com/india/need-to-create-fear-of-harsh-punishment-i-minds-of-those-
doing-illegal-business-ravneet-singh-bittu
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https://hindi.theprint.in/india/economy/there-is-a-need-to-create-fear-of-harsh-punishment-in-the-
minds-of-traffickers-bittu/734384/
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millenniumpost

Smuggling, counterfeiting causing enormous economic
and social damages, says SC Judge Justice Sanjay Karol

Tustice Karol emphasised that the use of technology is essential to combat the menace

NEW DELHI: Justice Sanjay
Karol, Judge, Supreme Court of
India, highlighted the debilitat-
ingimpactsmugglingand coun-
terfeiting have on the nation’s
economic and social aspects.
Delivering the valedictory
address on Day-2 of 10th edi-
tion of ‘MASCRADE; organ-
ised by FICCI-CASCADE,
Justice Karol said, “Smuggling
and counterfeiting continue to
jeopardise economic stability,
social security and integrity
of the nation. Smuggling and
counterfeiting often lurk unde-

tected amidst a host of other
cconomic and social problems 8

but continue to erode substan-
tial portions of legitimate busi-
nesses, resulting in substantial
economic and social damages.’

Justice Karol emphasised

that the use of technology is |
essential to combat the men- |

ace and highlighted the impor-
tance of robust inter-state
collaborations.

“Utilising QR codes will
help safeguard consumers and
address the issues of smuggling
and counterfeiting, Social media

intermediaries also play a cru-
cial role in this fight. We must
strengthen our inter-state col-
laborations, and Tam pleased to
note that over the past ten years,
these collaborations have been

60

solidified at the international
level he stated.

Justice Navin Chawla, Judge,
Dehi High Court, said, “Smug-
gling and counterfeiting affect
the day-to-day lives of citizens

in various ways. These activities
constitute a $2 trillion shadow

| economy, resulting in signifi-

cant economic losses for the
nation. This menace needs to
be addressed uniformly by the
legislature, judiciary, and execu-
tive. I assure you that all three
branches are doing everything
possible to combat this issue”
Justice Chawla added that
consumers need to be aware
that buying llicit products may
resultin short-term gainbutisa
long-term loss for them as well
as the nation. HeoST
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SC Judge addresses smuggling,
counterfeiting at MASCRADE

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Supreme Court of India, on

hursday highlighted the debil-
itating impact smuggling and
counterfeiting have on the
nation’s economic and social
aspects.
Delivering the valedictory
address on Day-2 of 10th
edition of ‘MASCRADE,
organised by FICCI-
CASCADE, Justice Karol said,
“Smuggling and
counterfeiting continue to
jeopardise economic stability,
social security and integrity of
the nation.
Smuggling and counterfeiting
often lurk undetected amidst
a host of other economic and
social problems but continue
to erode substantial portions

lustice Sanjay Karol, Judge,

of legitimate businesses,
resulting in  substantial
economic and social

damages”

Justice Karol emphasized that
the use of technology is
essential to combat the
menace and highlighted the
importance of robust inter-
state collaborations.
“Utilizing QR codes will help
safeguard consumers and
address the issues of
smuggling and counterfeiting.
Social media intermediaries
also play a crucial role in this
fight.
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We must strengthen our
inter-state collaborations, and
I am pleased to note that over
the past ten years, these
collaborations have been
solidified at the international
level,” he stated. Justice Navin
Chawla, Judge, Delhi High
Court, said, “Smuggling and
counterfeiting affect the day-
to-day lives of citizens in
various ways. These activities
constitute a $2 trillion shadow
economy, resulting in
significant economic losses
for the nation.

This menace needs to be
addressed uniformly by the
legislature, judiciary, and
executive. I assure you that all
three branches are doing
everything possible to combat
this issue.”

Justice Chawla added that
consumers need to be aware
that buying illicit products
may result in short-term gain
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but is a long-term loss for
them as well as the nation. Dr
Anju Rathi Rana, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Law
and Justice, Govt of India,
said,

“Illicit trade encompasses a
wide range of activities like
drug trafficking, smuggling,
counterfeiting and human
trafficking.

According to UN, these
activities account for 5 per
cent of global GDP, which is
an alarming figure and calls
for immediate action. In
order to combat illicit trade,
India has to adopt a
comprehensive set of
strategies.

These  strategies should
primarily focus on fostering
public awareness and
implementing joint task
forces for coordinated action
against perpetrators of illicit
trade”
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Illicit trade at
T7.27Lcrin
5 key sectors

FE BUREAU

New Delhi, September 26
INDUSTRY CHAMBER FICCI
has called for strict punish-
mentand better surveillance
to deal with illicit trade,
whichis peggedat T7.97 lakh
crore a year for five key
sectors including apparel
and fast-moving consumer
goods.

The illicit market in pack-
aged foodsat ¥2.23 lakh crore
in 2022-232 was more than
one-fourth (25.4%90) of the
country’s packaged food mar-
ket,according to Ficci's com-
mittee against smuggling
and counterfeiting activities
destroying theeconomy (Cas-
cade) report released on
Wednesday.

Illicit trade in the textiles
and apparel segment stood at
T4.03 lakh crore in FY23,
growing 29 .67%0 since 2017 -
18 when itwas worth T3.11
lakh crore, the report said

The Central Board of Indi-
rect Taxes and Customs,
which is working against
counterfeit goods andsmug-
gling, has effected the arrest
of more than 32,000 people
and seized foreign products
worth T40croreinthelast15
months.

“We have built a technol-
ogy-driven risk management
portal with very wide
capabilities that help us pre-
dict possible smugglingoper-
ations,” Rajiv Talwar, member
(compliance) of the CBIC
said while releasing the Cas-
cadereport.

“Field officers are making
on an average 60 detectionsa
daywith the help of this por-
tal," he added.
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The Pioneer’s Associate Editor, Deepak Kumar Jha, on Thursday received “Excellence in Journalistic Reporting award
honoured by the prestigious trade and commerce body -FICCI. The award was given by Special Secretary and Member, CBIC,
Sungita Sharma in the presence of Supreme Court judge Justice Sanjay Karol, Delhi High Court Judge Navin Chawla, former
Lokayukta Manmohan Sarin, FICCI CASCADE Chairman Anil Rajput and several distinguished guests. Amongst the awardees
on the concluding day of the two day FICCI MASCRADE were IPS officers, Paramilitary officials, Enforcement Officers and
school children who have helped prevent smuggling and trading of counterfeit products. This was the 10th edition of FICCI's
Movement Against Smuggled and Counterfeit Trade through its Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy (CASCADEY). The event was inaugurated by Union Minister Ravneet Singh Bittu on Wednesday
Pioneer Photo
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TOI

TOI journalist
wins award

Ahmed Ali, a senior assist-
ant editor with TOI, on
Thursday received the
award for ‘Excellence in
journalistic reporting on
smuggling and counterfeit-
ing’ given by FICCI CAS-
CADE (Committee Against
Smuggling and Counter-
feiting Activities Destroy-
ing the Economy) at a cere-
mony held in New Delhi. He
received the award at the
hands of Supreme Court
Justice Sanjay Karol at MA-
SCRADE 2024, the tenth edi-
tion of the Movement
Against Smuggled and
Counterfeit Trade.
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ioth edition of MASCRADE, organised by FICCI-CASCADE [(Photo: FICCI)

Smuggling and counterfeiting are undermining the
economic stability, social security, and integrity of the
country

ANI | Updated: Sep 27, 2024 15:38 IST

New Delhi [India], September 27 (ANI): Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge of the Supreme
Court of India, underscored the grave impact of smuggling and counterfeiting on
India's economy and society during the valedictory address at the 10th edition of
the Movement Against Smuggling and Counterfeit Trade Activities Destroying
Economy (MASCRADE), organised by FICCI-CASCADE.

https://www.aninews.in/news/business/smuggling-and-counterfeiting-are-undermining-the-economic-
stability-social-security-and-integrity-of-the-country20240927153804/
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SC Judge addresses smuggling, counterfeiting at MASCRADE

Saturday, 28 September 2024 | Pioneer News Service | New Delhi

SHARE

Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge, Supreme Court of India, on Thursday highlighted the debilitating impact smuggling
and counterfeiting have on the nation's economic and social aspects.

Delivering the valedictory address on Day-2 of 10th edition of ‘MASCRADE', organised by FICCI-CASCADE, Justice
Karol said, “Smuggling and counterfeiting continue to jeopardise economic stability, social security and integrity
of the nation.

Smuggling and counterfeiting often lurk undetected amidst a host of other economic and social problems but
continue to erode substantial portions of legitimate businesses, resulting in substantial economic and social
damages.’

Justice Karol emphasized that the use of technology is essential to combat the menace and highlighted the
importance of robust inter-state collaborations. “Utilizing QR codes will help safeguard consumers and address
the issues of smuggling and counterfeiting. Social media intermediaries also play a crucial role in this fight.

We must strengthen our inter-state collaborations, and | am pleased to note that over the past ten years, these

collaborations have been solidified at the international level," he stated. justice Navin Chawla, Judge, Delhi High
Court, said, “Smuggling and counterfeiting affect the day-to-day lives of citizens in various ways. These activities
constitute a $2 trillion shadow economy, resulting in significant economic losses for the nation.

This menace needs to be addressed uniformly by the legislature, judiciary, and executive. | assure you that all
three branches are doing everything possible to combat this issue."

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2024/india/sc-judge-addresses-smuggling--counterfeiting-at-

mascrade.html
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Smuggling, counterfeiting causing enormous economic and social damages, says SC (
Judge Justice Sanjay Karol
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NEW DELHI: Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge, Supreme Court of India, hi the impact and counterfeiting have on the nation’s
economic and social aspects.

’// SIIIgurI CM Inaugurates 10 Durga Puja Pandals Virtually On
Ma laya

Delivering the valedictory address on Day-2 of 10th edition of ‘MASCRADE’, organised by FICCI-CASCADE, Justice Karol said, “Smuggling and counterfeiting
continue to jeopardise economic stability, social security and integrity of the nation. Smuggling and counterfeiting often lurk undetected amidst a host of
other ecor:omlc and social problems but continue 1o erode substantial portions of legitimate businesses, resulting in substantial economic and social e Behar's Raas Mela To Be Short To15Days
damages’ . Instead Of The...

https://www.millenniumpost.in/business/smuggling-counterfeiting-causing-enormous-economic-and-
social-damages-says-sc-judge-justice-sanjay-karol-581282
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Justice Sanjay Karol and FICCI-CASCADE Highlight
the Impact of Smuggling and Counterfeiting in India
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Justice Sanjay Karol and FICCI-CASCADE Highlight
the Impact of Smuggling and Counterfeiting in India

New Delhi, India — Justice Sanjay Karol, a Judge of the Supreme Court of India, spoke about the serious effects of
smuggling and counterfeiting on India's economy and society. This was during the closing speech at the 10th edition
of the Movement Against Smuggling and Counterfeit Trade Activities Destroying Economy (MASCRADE), organized by
FICCI-CASCADE.

The two-day conference ended with calls for stronger teamwork and new technology to fight illegal frade. Justice Karol
explained how smuggling and counterfeiting hurt the country’s economic stability, social security, and integrity. He
said, “Smuggling and counterfeiting continue to jeopardize economic stability, social security, and integrity of the
nation. Smuggling and counterfeiting often lurk undetected amidst a host of other economic and social problems but

continue to erode substantial portions of legitimate businesses, resulting in substantial economic and social damages.”

https://revealinside.in/justice-sanjay-karol-and-ficci/
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Smuggling and counterfeiting are undermining the
economic stability, social security, and integrity of the
country
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° g@;f'? . o i o @ Ads by Google

Followus: (¥ (L) Text Size: | A- | A+

New Delhi [India], September 27 (ANI): Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge of the Supreme Court of
India, underscored the grave impact of smuggling and counterfeiting on India’s economy and
society during the valedictory address at the 10th edition of the Movement Against Smuggling
and Counterfeit Trade Activities Destroying Economy (MASCRADE), organised by FICCI-
CASCADE.

Most Popular

https://theprint.in/economy/smuggling-and-counterfeiting-are-undermining-the-economic-stability-
social-security-and-integrity-of-the-country/2286948/
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Smuggling and counterfeiting are undermining the economic
stability, social security, and integrity of the country

By ANI | Published: September 27, 2024 03:38 PM
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New Delhi [India], September 27 - Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge of the Supreme Court of India,
underscored the grave ..

GUJARAT POLICE

Smuggling and counterfeiting are undermining the economic stabiity, socal secunty, and integnty of the country

New Delhi [India]. September 27 : Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge of the Supreme
Court of India, underscored the grave impact of smuggling and counterfeiting on
India's economy and society during the valedictory address at the 10th edition of
the Movement Against Smuggling and Counterfeit Trade Activities Destroying
Economy (MASCRADE), organised by FICCI-CASCADE.

The two-day conference concluded with calis for stronger collaboration and

technolegical innovation to tackle the growing menace of illicit trade.

https://www.lokmattimes.com/business/smuggling-and-counterfeiting-are-undermining-the-
economic-stability-social-security-and-integrity-of-the-country/
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Hans India

Smuggling, counterfeiting causing enormous economic
and social damages: Hon’ble Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge,
Supreme Court of India

~ The Hans India 0@@@@

« Hans News Service | 27 Sept 2024 7:35 PM IST

Supreme Court of India, highlighted the
debilitating impact smuggling and
counterfeiting have on the nation’s

i economic and social aspects.

Hon’ble Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge, Supreme Court of India, highlighted the debilitating
impact smuggling and counterfeiting have on the nation’s economic and social aspects.
Delivering the valedictory address on Day-2 of 10th edition of ‘MASCRADE’, organised by FICCI-
CASCADE, Justice Karol said, “Smuggling and counterfeiting continue to jeopardise economic
stability, social security and integrity of the nation. Smuggling and counterfeiting often lurk
undetected amidst a host of other economic and social problems but continue to erode
substantial portions of legitimate businesses, resulting in substantial economic and social
damages.”

https://www.thehansindia.com/business/smuggling-counterfeiting-causing-enormous-economic-and-
social-damages-honble-justice-sanjay-karol-judge-supreme-court-of-india-910287
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Smuggling and
counterfeiting are
undermining the economic
stability, social security,
and integrity of the
country

ANI

27th September 2024, 20:55 GMT+10
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New Delhi [India], September 27 (ANI): Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge of
the Supreme Court of India, underscored the grave impact of smuggling
and counterfeiting on India's economy and society during the
valedictory address at the 10th edition of the Movement Against
Smuggling and Counterfeit Trade Activities Destroying Economy
(MASCRADE), organised by FICCI-CASCADE.

https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/news/274643855/smuggling-and-counterfeiting-are-undermining-
the-economic-stability-social-security-and-integrity-of-the-country
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Devdlscourse

Discourse on Development

Justice Karol Calls for Tech-Driven Solutions
to Combat Illicit Trade at MASCRADE
Conference

During the 10th edition of MASCRADE. Supreme Court Justice Sanjay Karol stressed
the significant impact of smuggling and counterleiling on India’s economy. He and
other speakers called for stronger collaboration, technological innovation, and

enhanced consumer awareness 10 address this growing threal.

10th edition of MASCRADE, organised by FICCI-CASCADE (Photo: FICCI). Image Cradit: ANI

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/3102217-justice-karol-calls-for-tech-driven-solutions-
to-combat-illicit-trade-at-mascrade-conference
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Smuggling, counterfeiting causing
enormous economic and social damages

Delivering the valedictory address on Day-2 of 10th edition of MASCRADE,
organised by FICCI-CASCADE, Justice Karol said

GUJARAT POLICE

By Bizz Buzz 27 Sept 2024

900600

Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge, Supreme Court of India, highlighted the debilitating
impact smuggling and counterfeiting have on the nation’s econemic and social
aspects. Delivering the valedictory address on Day-2 of 10th edition of
‘MASCRADE', organised by FICCI-CASCADE, Justice Karol said, "Smuggling and
counterfeiting continue to jeopardise economic stability, social security and
integrity of the nation. Smuggling and counterfeiting often lurk undetected
amidst a host of other economic and social problems but continue to erode
substantial portions of legitimate businesses, resulting in substantial economic
and social damages.”

https://www.bizzbuzz.news/national/smuggling-counterfeiting-causing-enormous-economic-and-social-
damages-1337705
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Smuggling, Counterfeiting Causing Enormous Economic And Social Damages:
Judge, Supreme Court Of India

Sep 28, 2024
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NEW DELHI, 27 September 2024: Hon'ble Mr Justice Sanjay Karol, Judge, Supreme Court of India, highlighted the
debilitating impact smuggling and counterfeiting have on the nation’s economic and social aspects. Delivering the
valedictory address on Day-2 of 10th edition of 'MASCRADE’, organized by FICCI-CASCADE, Justice Karol said, "Smuggling

and counterfeiting continue to jeopardize economic stability, social security and integrity of the nation. Smuggling and

other economic and sacial problems but continue to erode

counterfeiting often lurk undetected amidst 2 ho
substantial portions of legitimate businesses, resulting in substantial economic and social damages.”

Justice Karol emphasized that the usze of technology is essentisl to combat the menace and highlighted the importance

of robust inter-state collasborations. "Utilizing QR codes will help safeguard consumers and address the issues of
-]

smuggling and counterfeiting. Social media intermediaries slso play = crucial rolz in this fight. We must strengthen our
inter-state collabarstions, and | am pleased to note that over the past ten years, these collzborations have been

solidified 3t the international level " he stated.

https://tennews.in/smuggling-counterfeiting-causing-enormous-economic-and-social-damages-judge-
supreme-court-of-india/
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https://www.ujjwaltimesnews.com/news/tasakara-jalsaja-sa-bhara-aarathaka-oura-samajaka-nakasana-
ha-raha-ha-nayayamarata-sajaya-karal
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https://www.divyabhaskar.co.in/local/gujarat/kutch/news/police-officers-of-east-and-west-kutch-
districts-were-felicitated-in-delhi-133709975.html
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https://www.gujaratfirst.com/gujarat/surat-police-officer-to-award-for-their-extra-ordinary-bravery-to-

solve-case/
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