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I am pleased to present the latest edition of the FICCI
CASCADE newsletter, which captures key
developments across our initiatives and reflects the
breadth and depth of our sustained efforts to combat the
growing menace of illicit trade.

FICCI CASCADE (Committee Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy)
continues to play a pivotal role in strengthening India's
response to counterfeiting and smuggling. From
addressing the proliferation of counterfeit goods to
drawing national attention to the serious economic and
societal risks posed by smuggling, our work remains
firmly focused on promoting awareness, accountability,
and respect for the rule of law. Central to CASCADE's
approach is close and sustained collaboration with
policymakers, industry leaders, enforcement agencies,
and civil society to drive effective and impactful action.

Over the past months, CASCADE has significantly
expanded its outreach through a series of seminars,
capacity-building programmes for law enforcement, and
public awareness initiatives across the country. At a
recent engagement in West Bengal, we received strong
support from Mr Biplab Mitra, Minister-in-Charge,
Consumer Affairs Department; Mr Tirthankar Halder,
Special Secretary, Consumer Affairs Department; Mr K.
Ramakrishnan, Additional Director General, DRI (Kolkata
Zonal Unit); and Mr Vidit Raj Bhundesh, Deputy
Commissioner, Kolkata Police. Emphasising the
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importance of consumer protection in ensuring a fair
and transparent marketplace, Mr Mitra highlighted the
need for a well-coordinated approach involving
government, industry, and civil society.

Strengthening frontline enforcement remains a key
priority for CASCADE. In line with this objective, we
conducted focused capacity-building programmes for
police officers in West Bengal and Delhi, sensitising over
200 officers across ranks, including Sls, ASls, DSPs, ACPs,
and DCPs. These interactive sessions enabled officers to
exchange experiences and gain practical insights to
enhance enforcement against smuggling and
counterfeiting offences.

Recognising the growing importance of digital
engagement, CASCADE has further strengthened its
presence on Twitter (X Spaces) to facilitate informed
discussions on emerging enforcement challenges. Our
recent Twitter Podcast on "Disrupting Organized Crime:
Enforcement Strategies for a Borderless Threat", featuring
Mr Ajai Sahni, Executive Director, Institute for Conflict
Management, Delhi, offered valuable perspectives on
tackling organised crime and witnessed strong
engagement, with participation exceeding 25,000
listeners.

Enhancing visibility for public outreach, FICCI CASCADE
organised the third edition of its Annual Auto Rally,
which saw the enthusiastic participation of over 300
auto-rickshaws prominently displaying anti-smuggling
and anti-counterfeiting messages. The rally was flagged
off by Mr Manoj Tiwari, Hon'ble Member of Parliament,
Lok Sabha, North East Delhi, who aptly observed that
rejecting smuggled goods is a powerful act of patriotism,
one that protects citizens, strengthens the economy, and
weakens criminal networks that fuel illegal trade and
terrorism.

To underscore the scale and persistence of the illicit
trade challenge, our monthly Media Monitor continues
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to document major seizures of smuggled, counterfeit,
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and tax-evaded goods across the country. These insights | am confident that you will find this edition of the
not only raise awareness but also highlight the newsletter both informative and engaging. | look forward
dedication and vigilance of enforcement agencies. to your continued support and partnership in our
CASCADE remains committed to recognising these ongoing efforts to combat smuggling and counterfeiting.
efforts through official statements and letters of
appreciation to officers at the forefront of this fight.

As Mahatma Gandhi wisely said, 'The future depends on M _e‘ '! g

what you do today: This timeless wisdom reinforces our
belief that sustained and collective action against
smuggling and illicit trade is essential to building a
stronger, fairer, and more secure future.

Jai Hind

Anil Rajput
Chairman
FICCI CASCADE

FLASH
South Asia’s Leading Multimedia News Agency

DRI busts major e-cigarette smuggling racket at Tuticorin,
seizes goods worth Rs 10.42 crore; 3 held

New Delhi, 2 December 2025: The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has seized
45,984 prohibited e-cigarettes worth Rs 10.42 crore at Tuticorin Port, uncovering a
major smuggling racket and arresting three people linked to the operation. According to
information from the Ministry of Finance, the goods were found hidden behind cartons
of umbrellas inside an imported container.

"Based on specific intelligence that a gang involved in smuggling of e-cigarettes had
planned to import a container containing e-cigarettes from China into India through
Tuticorin Port in the guise of umbrella," the ministry said. Acting on the alert, the officers
intercepted the container on November 27, 2025, soon after it arrived at the port. The
team decided to closely examine the shipment because the import of e-cigarettes is
banned in India under the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act, 2019, and related rules under the Directorate General of Foreign
Trade.

https://www.aninews.in/news/business/dri-busts-major -e-cigarette-smuggling-racket-at-tuticorin-seizes-goods-worth-rs-1042-
crore-3-held20251202151836/?amp=1

Assam Rifles, DRI seize foreign cigarettes worth
Rs 7 crore in NE 97 msn

The Assam Rifles, in close coordination with the Directorate of Revenue r-! .il
Intelligence (DRI), successfully executed two significant operations against LIS | ' I“
trans-border smuggling this week, recovering large quantities of foreign-origin
cigarettes with an estimated market value exceeding Rs. 7 crore. There were |
back-to-back operations in Assam and Mizoram on November 21 and 23 to curb
illegal activities in the North East region.

First Operation in Assam

The first action took place on November 21 in Karmiganj, Assam. Acting on
specific intelligence, a joint team intercepted a Bolero pickup vehicle. A detailed
search of the vehicle revealed 165 cartons of foreign-origin cigarettes from
various brands, valued at approximately Rs. 3.5 crore. Two individuals involved
in transporting the contraband were apprehended at the scene. One was identified to be Lalrinsanga, 35, a resident of Mamit,
Mizoram. The other was determined to be Lallungawia, 29, a resident of Rengdil, Mamit, Mizoram.

Second Operation in Mizoram

In a separate operation later on November 23, the joint forces operated in the general area of Kanhnum, Mamit District, Mizoram.
This operation resulted in the recovery of 197 cartons of unclaimed foreign-origin cigarettes. The seized consignment from the
Mizoram operation is assessed to be worth approximately Rs 4 crore.

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/assam-rifles-dri-seize-foreign-cigarettes-worth-rs-7-crore-in-ne/ar-
AA1Ra76Q?apiversion=v2&domshim=1&noservercache=1&noservertelemetry=1&batchservertelemetry=1&renderwebcom
ponents=1&wcseo=1
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS ON
PREVENTION OF COUNTERFEITING AND SMUGGLING

12" November 2025 | Kolkata
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ICCI CASCADE organised a Capacity Building

Programme for police officers in Kolkata on 12th

November 2025, focusing on the theme
'Prevention of Counterfeiting and Smuggling’. The
programme brought together over 80 senior police
officials and industry representatives to deliberate on
enforcement challenges, share real-world case
experiences, and explore collaborative strategies to
strengthen anti-smuggling and anti-counterfeiting
operations. The initiative aimed to enhance
investigative capabilities and promote closer
coordination between law enforcement agencies and
industry stakeholders in tackling economic offences.

Addressing the programme, Mr. Amit Verma, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Kolkata, emphasized the critical
role of law enforcement in safeguarding society and
ensuring fair trade. He noted that illicit trade not only
undermines legitimate businesses but also erodes
public trust, threatens consumer safety, and weakens
the social and economic fabric of the nation. Mr Verma
also commended FICCI CASCADE for creating a platform
that enables meaningful dialogue between law
enforcement, industry, and civil society, thereby
fostering greater awareness and proactive engagement.

He stressed that tackling this complex challenge

L CAPAGITY BUILDING PROBAAMME FOR
By PULICE DFFICERS

requires a multi-pronged approach, combining
stringent enforcement, intelligence-led operations,
community awareness, and collaborative partnerships.
By working together, he mentioned, stakeholders can
not only curb the spread of counterfeit and smuggled
goods but also strengthen market integrity, protect
consumers, and bolster economic resilience against

illicit trade.

Mr. Deep Chand IPS, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Special Commissioner of Police, New Delhi,
outlined key drivers of illicit trade in India, including
price differentials with neighbouring countries, high tax
arbitrage, high-margin and portable nature of certain
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products, organised crime networks, weak enforcement
mechanisms, and widespread consumer unawareness
that normalizes such trade. He mentioned that high
taxation creates opportunities for illegal operators to
exploit gaps and evade compliance.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate Affairs, ITC
Ltd., highlighted corporate strategies to mitigate illicit
trade. These include empowering consumers as the first
line of defence, enhancing supply chain monitoring,
collaborating with enforcement agencies, incentivising
vigilance, and leveraging technology for product
traceability and early detection of counterfeits.
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According to FICCI estimates, illicit cigarette trade
resulted in revenue losses exceeding Rs. 13,331 crores in
2019-20, while international estimates place the figure
at over Rs. 21,000 crores, he added.

Mr. Shahid Ali Khan, Brand Protection Manager (Legal),
Marico. Ltd. talked about the growing challenges posed
by counterfeiting and illicit trade for consumer-facing
industries. He accentuated that protecting brand
integrity goes beyond legal enforcement, it requires
proactive monitoring of the market, collaboration with
law enforcement agencies, and consumer awareness
initiatives. Mr. Khan discussed the critical role of legal
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frameworks in combating counterfeiting and
smuggling, the importance of timely action against
infringers, and the value of leveraging technology to
track and trace products across the supply chain

The programme concluded with an engaging discussion
where officers exchanged insights on real-world

enforcement challenges, shared best practices, and
explored collaborative strategies to combat
counterfeiting and smuggling. The interactive dialogue
enabled law enforcement officers and industry
representatives to identify gaps, deliberate on
innovative solutions, and reinforce the importance of
coordinated action.

www.ficcicascade.in “
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Minister Biplab Mitra calls
for stronger enforcement
collaboration

EQ CORRESPFONDENT

LOLEATA, NOV 13- /Riplab Mitrs, Minister-in-Chargs,
Sonsumer Affoirs Department, Government of Wisst
tergal, today said, "Counterlfelling and smuggling not

GTHENING SECURITY:
AT COUNTEP"EITING $4D SH

inly harm legitimate businessea but aléo exploit
mnsamers by oxposing them to unsafo and substandard
roducts.”

Addressing the FICCI-CASCADE seminar on
Stremgthening Security: Sirategies o Combat
Counterfeiting and Smuggling'. Mr, Mitra emphagized
povernment of West Beagal's strong commitment o
infoguarding consumer intorests throogh coardinated
ifforts with law enforcement, industry stakebhalders, and
he community. The state, he noted, is leveraging
echnology and intelligence-based survelllnnce to detect
mi deter illicit notivities, particulordy along border and
srmstial arens.

Trithankar Halder, Special Secretary Consumer
Affairs Department, Government of West Benigal was akso
sresent at the progromme

RC. Jha, Advisor, FICC] CASCADE and Former
“hairman, CBIC, added, "Iicit trade directly undermines
nilin's tax system and deprives the government of eritical
Evenie needed for natlon-bullding Counterfelting and
muigghing distort fair competition, erode the tax base, nind
weaken the formal economy”
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Protecting consumers: State steps up fight
against illicit trade, calls for collective action

ROLEATA: State Consuaner
Affakrs mindster Biplab Mitra
an ‘Thursday urged for tighter
coirdination among enforce-
menl agencies, indusiry bod-
bes and civil sochely o protect
consamiers and safeguand begiti-
miarle buasinesses.
Speaking at a FICC] CAS-
L'.r’l.l':IF sETEnar an ‘31:m1g;lh
Security: Stralegics lo
Co ('uum.ﬂ'ﬁﬂllng and
Smmuggling”, Mitra said ilbicia
tracle EXPUOECE COTALIMETS To
unsale products and weakens
the market ecosystem. “Protect-
Eng consumer rights requires a
anied effort imm government
apenches, industry and the com-
mumity. Awareness and vigi-
lance are our stronyest iooks,
b bl Thie malmister need that
the state is increasingly using
technology and inlﬁl@'nuu-
based surveillance to track

Closer Look
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nology and intelbgence-based surveillance o track ilich
odtivities, parficuarly along border ond coostal oreos

illicit activites, particularly
.1Inr|.gl'\-nrdrrami coastal areas.

Special Secretary of the
Consumer Affairs department
Teithankar Halder and senior
indhustry representatives alse
attended the programme. Mitra
commended FICCT CASCADE
for driving consumer aware-
e anad fostering cnllaboration
ACTOEE SOCTOS.

Inclustry  beaders  and
enforcement officials high
lighted the econombc and
security challenges posed by
counterfieil :llsﬁslllugglul
geods. Senali Ghesal, Co-Chair

af FICC] West Ben
Conncl, sid dlicit rade unider-
mines manufacturing ecosys
tems and diverts benefis nweant
for legitimate stakelalders. Foe-
et CRIC chairman and FROC
CASCADE adviser BC Jha
warned Uit revenue lkakages
weaken the formal ECOIMWMTTY
and called for stronger com
pliance and G5T mechanisms

PRI Kolkata additinal
director general K. Ramak
rlsknan sald intellygence-driven
enforcement remains central
1 protecting Indiak economic
securiny, while Kolkaga Palice

Sade

lhpn.rp Commissinner {Deiec-
tive Depariment] Vidic Raj
Bhundesh stressed improved
IneeStigence- :Jmnng, and inter-
ARENCY Lo

FI'IJ_JCH‘\“C;H'IF alsa held
ncapacity-building progromme
for police officers on Noven-
ber 12 to strengthen investi-
pative skills enforcement
respofuies. Addressing the sex-
whon, Kolkata DCP Amst Vermas
maid counferféiting and smu
hing “endanyer the very G
ric ol our suciety”™ and prabsed
the initiative fis promoting
pairl skral

A FICCT CASCADE repart
estimated the illicit market
across fve key seclors—FMOG
packaged  gonds, personal
angl howsehold care, alog-
hol, tobecco and fexidles and
apparel—at about Bs 7.97 lakh
crome, with textiles and appare
alone accoanting for over hall

of the batal

Illicit mkt in 5 key sectors valued at 7.9L cr: Study

Vedanta Dasqupta / Mov 17, 2025, 0L:51 IST
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Kolkata: The size of the jllicit market in five key
sechors — packaged FMCG, induding personal and
housshold care, alcohol, tobacco, textiles and

apparel — was valued at Rs 7.9 fakh crore,
according to @ Ficol-Cascade study.

KOLKATA
NEWS

The study highfighted that the apparel and textiles
segment, valued at around Rs 4.03 lakh crore,
makes up for over 50% of it trade. The HEet
markat for packaged FMCG was estimated to be
valued at above Rs 2.23 lakh erore and for personal and household care at Rs 73,813 crore,

Illicit mkt in 5 key
sectors valued at
1.9L cr: Study

Vedanta Dasgupta

Kolkata: Thesizeof the illicit
market in five key sectors -

packaged FMCG, including
personal and household care,
alcohol, tobacco, textiles and
apparel —was valued at Rs 7.9
lakh crore, according to a

Sonall Ghoshal, co-chalr of Ficel West Bangal State Councll, said India's rapid economic growth has
invited new vulnerabilities.

FICCI Organizes Seminar to Spread Awareness and Sensitize
Stakeholders on Counterfeiting and Smuggling Menace
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50% of illicit trade. The illicit
market for packaged FMCG
was estimated to be valued at
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above Rs 2.23 lakh crore and
for personal and household
careat Rs 73,813 crore,

Sonali Ghoshal, eo-chair
of Ficci West Bengal State Co-
uncil, said India's rapid eco-
nomic growth has invited new
vulnerabilities.
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Seminar on

STRENGTHENING SECURITY: STRATEGIES TO
COMBAT COUNTERFEITING AND SMUGGLING

ICCI CASCADE has consistently played a catalytic

role in spotlighting the multifaceted risks posed

by illicit trade and galvanising collective action
against it. With counterfeiting and smuggling
increasingly impacting public health, consumer safety,
and economic stability, CASCADE has been driving
nationwide engagement through a series of pan-India
awareness and capacity-building seminars. Continuing
this sustained outreach, FICCI CASCADE organised a
seminar titled "Strengthening Security: Strategies to
Combat Counterfeiting and Smuggling"” on 13th
November 2025 in Kolkata, bringing together key
stakeholders to deliberate on effective
countermeasures.

Mr. Biplab Mitra, Minister-in-Charge, Consumer Affairs
Department, Government of West Bengal, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest. He highlighted that
counterfeiting and smuggling not only undermine
legitimate businesses but also exploit consumers by
exposing them to unsafe and substandard products.
Emphasising that the protection of consumer rights is
fundamental to building a fair and transparent
marketplace, he called for a collective and coordinated
effort involving government agencies, industry, and civil
society. He noted that awareness and vigilance remain
the most effective tools to ensure that consumers are
not victimised by illicit trade.

13" November 2025 | The Park Hotel, Kolkata

Mr. Mitra further underscored the Government of West

Bengal's strong commitment to safeguarding consumer
interests through close coordination with law
enforcement agencies, industry stakeholders, and local
communities. He opined that the state is increasingly
leveraging technology and intelligence-led surveillance
to detect and deter illicit activities, particularly in border
and coastal regions. He also commended FICCI
CASCADE for its sustained efforts in empowering
consumers and fostering collaboration to counter the
growing threats posed by counterfeit and smuggled
goods.

Highlighting the importance of robust governance in
tackling illicit trade, Mr. Tirthankar Halder, Special
Secretary, Consumer Affairs Department, Government

,.::Z.-
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of West Bengal, while addressing the seminar, reiterated
the state's commitment to strengthening consumer
protection and enhancing enforcement coordination to
curb illicit trade in the region.

Ms. Sonali Ghosal, Co-Chair, FICCI West Bengal State
Council and Managing Director, Nightingale Group of
Companies, accentuated that illicit activities such as
counterfeiting and smuggling are not merely regulatory
or legal violations, but reflect deeper structural
challenges that disrupt manufacturing ecosystems,
undermine the rule of law, and divert the benefits of
economic development away from legitimate
stakeholders.

Mr. P.C. Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former
Chairman, CBIC, delivered an in-depth presentation
outlining the landscape of illicit trade practices, their
analysis, and broader implications. He highlighted that
illicit trade poses a direct threat to India's tax framework
by depriving the government of vital revenues required
for nation-building. He stated that counterfeiting and
smuggling distort fair competition, erode the tax base,
and weaken the formal economy. Emphasising India's
ambition to achieve a $5 trillion economy, he
underscored the need to strengthen compliance,
reinforce GST enforcement mechanisms, and plug
revenue leakages. He further stressed that sustained
coordination among tax authorities, enforcement
agencies, and industry stakeholders is essential to
protect both consumers and the public exchequer.

The panel discussion on the theme "Policies to Prevent
Counterfeiting and Smuggling" explored key regulatory,

m www.ficcicascade.in
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enforcement, and collaborative measures needed to
curb illicit trade and protect legitimate markets.
Addressing the session, Mr. K. Ramakrishnan,
Additional Director General, Kolkata Zonal Unit,
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), emphasised
that combating counterfeiting and smuggling is central
to DRI's mandate of protecting India's economic
security. He shed light on the fact that such illicit
activities result in significant revenue losses for the
government, distort fair trade, and pose serious risks to
consumer safety. Highlighting the role of intelligence-
led enforcement and coordinated action, he reaffirmed
DRI's commitment to dismantling organised smuggling
networks, intercepting counterfeit goods, and
strengthening collaboration and public awareness to
preserve the integrity of India's markets.

Mr. Vidit Raj Bhundesh, Deputy Commissioner
(Detective Department), Kolkata Police, highlighted that
the growing menace of counterfeiting and smuggling
poses a serious threat not only to the economy but also
to public safety and national security. He emphasised
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that the police play an important frontline role in
detecting, investigating, and dismantling illicit networks
that often operate across state boundaries and
international borders. He further underscored the need
to strengthen intelligence-sharing mechanisms,
enhance inter-agency coordination, and build
specialised capacities within law enforcement to
effectively respond to the evolving nature of these
crimes. He added that sustained collaboration with
industry and other stakeholders is equally essential to
disrupt supply chains and curb illicit trade at its source.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate Affairs, ITC
Ltd., highlighted that every smuggled cigarette sold not
only deprives the nation of vital revenue but also fuels
organised crime. He stressed the need to change
prevailing mindsets, strengthen enforcement, and
support a fair and lawful industry. He further mentioned
that the legal cigarette industry in India is under
significant pressure from illicit and counterfeit trade.
Despite being a highly regulated product, factors such
as high taxation and misinformation about legal
products are pushing consumers towards illegal
alternatives, adversely affecting public health and the
economy.

Other key panellists included Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor,

c|Als|c|AID|E

FICCI CASCADE and Former Special Commissioner of
Police; Mr. Harsh V. Agarwal, Executive Director,
Oriplast and Member, FICCI; Mr. Sandeep Sengupta,
Director, Indian School of Ethical Hacking (ISOEH) and
Mr. Supriyo Ghosh, Partner, Girish Chandra Ghosh &
G.GS.

The programme witnessed an enthusiastic participation
from over 200 stakeholders, including industry experts,
government officials, enforcement agencies, and
informed consumers. Their active engagement
contributed to meaningful dialogue and knowledge
sharing, while also benefiting from insights on the
emerging developments, challenges, and collaborative
strategies to combat illicit trade.
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Conflict Management, Delhi

26" November 2025 | New Delhi
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Disrupting Organized Crime: Enforcement
Strategies for a Borderless Threat

with Mr. Ajai Sahni, Executive Director, Institute for

"Organized crime and illicit trade are deeply interconnected,
forming a mutually reinforcing ecosystem that causes severe
economic damage," asserted Mr. Ajai Sahni, Executive Director,
Institute for Conflict Management, Delhi, during an insightful FICCI
CASCADE Twitter Space session. Speaking on the theme
"Disrupting Organized Crime: Enforcement Strategies for a
Borderless Threat,” Mr. Sahni highlighted that illicit trade ranging
from counterfeit goods and smuggling to trafficking in narcotics,
wildlife, and substandard products, provides organized crime
networks with enormous, low-risk and high-profit revenue
streams. These proceeds are often laundered and reinvested into
other criminal activities, strengthening syndicates and enabling
them to corrupt institutions and evade law enforcement. The
economic consequences are far-reaching: legitimate industries
suffer revenue losses, governments are deprived of critical tax
income, innovation is stifled, and job losses mount. Sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, FMCG, tobacco, electronics, textiles, and e-
commerce are particularly vulnerable due to complex supply
chains, high consumer demand, price sensitivity, and regulatory
gapsthat criminals exploit with ease.

In recent years, organized crime has evolved rapidly in response to
globalization, digital trade, and expanding online marketplaces.
Criminal networks now operate across borders with remarkable
agility, leveraging anonymized online platforms, social media, dark
web marketplaces, and sophisticated logistics to distribute illicit
goods at scale. The rise of small-parcel shipping, digital payments,
and cryptocurrencies has further complicated detection and
enforcement. At the same time, gaps persist in tacklingillicit trade,
particularly in uneven policy frameworks, limited awareness
among consumers and businesses, and enforcement challenges
such as capacity constraints, jurisdictional overlaps, and
inadequate use of intelligence-driven tools. These weaknesses
allow criminal networks to stay ahead of traditional enforcement
mechanisms, underscoring the need for coordinated and adaptive
responses.

To effectively disrupt illicit trade and organized crime,
policymakers must prioritise three key enforcement strategies:
strengthening regulatory and legal frameworks with deterrent
penalties; leveraging technology such as artificial intelligence,
data analytics, and supply-chain tracking to detect and prevent
illicit flows; and fostering robust public-private partnerships.

m www.ficcicascade.in

Collaboration between governments, industry, and
civil society, through initiatives such as those led by
FICCI CASCADE plays a pivotal role in intelligence
sharing, capacity building, and awareness generation.
By combining enforcement with preventive
measures, technological innovation, and collective
action, stakeholders can build greater resilience
against the economic and social impact of organized
crime and illicit trade, ensuring that markets remain
transparent, competitive,and secure.

The session concluded with a strong message:
combating organized crime and illicit trade demands
sustained vigilance, mutual responsibility, and
coordinated action across borders and sectors. Only
through robust enforcement, intelligent use of
technology, informed consumer choices, and
effective public-private collaboration can the
economic and social harms of illicit trade be
meaningfully reduced and the integrity of legitimate
markets safequarded.

The strong interest in the session was reflected in the
overwhelming participation of over 25,000 attendees.

FICCl

TOPIC
Disrupting Organized Crime:
Enforcement Strategies for a
Borderless Threat

SPACES

With
Mr. Ajai Sahni

Erpcutive Erocfor, kudfure for Confia!
tebernurgemeni, Dnihi

WEDNES NOV 0700
DAY 28 i



NEWSLETTER

c|Als|c|AID|E

FIGHT SMUGGLING AND COUNTERFEITING

6" December 2025 | New Delhi

AUTC 0 LY
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ICCI CASCADE (Committee Against Smuggling

and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the

Economy) organised the third edition of its
Annual Auto Rally on 6th December 2025, which was
flagged off by Mr. Manoj Tiwari, Hon'ble Member of
Parliament, Lok Sabha, Northeast Delhi. The rally aimed
to generate widespread awareness about the adverse
impact of smuggled and counterfeit goods on India's
economy, public health, and national security.

Mr. Manoj Tiwari, Hon'ble Member of Parliament, Lok
Sabha, Northeast Delhi, emphasised that smuggling is
not merely an economic offence but a silent and
dangerous threat that fuels organised crime and even
terrorism. He noted that while a bomb blast shocks the
nation in an instant, the financing for such acts often
begins quietly through the sale of smuggled and illegal
goods. He further cautioned that many citizens remain
unaware that purchasing products without a bill or
opting for cheaper, smuggled items inadvertently
strengthens the very forces that undermine India's
safety and stability.

1|ng
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Mr. Tiwari appealed to every Indian to take a clear and
conscious pledge to never purchase goods that enter
the market through illegal channels. Emphasising that
even if legitimate products cost slightly more,
consumers should always choose tax-paid and bill-
certified goods, he noted that such choices go beyond
supporting honest businesses. He underscored that
rejecting smuggled goods is a powerful act of
patriotism, one that protects the nation, safeguards
citizens, strengthens the economy, and weakens the
criminal networks that misuse public money to fuel
illegal trade and terrorism.
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Mr. Tiwari commended FICCI CASCADE for highlighting
the issue and mobilising communities in such an
impactful manner. He stated that the rally should serve
as a strong and unequivocal message that illegal trade
will not be allowed to flourish in the country. Urging
citizens to act as vigilant partners in this collective
mission, he expressed confidence that sustained public
participation would help build a safer, stronger, and
truly Viksit India.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, highlighted
that illicit trade remains one of the most serious threats
to the nation's economic stability and social well-being.
He opined that the substantial tax losses resulting from
smuggling and counterfeiting deprive the government
of crucial resources that should otherwise support
essential public services such as healthcare, education,
and infrastructure, thereby directly impeding national
development.

He further emphasised that smuggling exploits
consumers by flooding markets with unsafe,
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substandard, and unregulated products that pose
significant risks to public health and safety. Through
initiatives such as the Auto Rally, FICCI CASCADE seeks
to raise public awareness, encourage collective action,
and strengthen the resolve to combat this menace. He
expressed his appreciation to all auto pullers for their
support and reiterated the need for strong enforcement,
heightened consumer awareness, and a unified societal
commitment to curb illicit trade in all its forms.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former
Special Commissioner, Delhi Police emphasised that
illicit trade extends far beyond an economic offence and
poses a serious threat to national security. He pointed
out that proceeds from smuggling are often diverted to
finance organised crime and terrorist activities, making
every smuggled product in the market a setback for
legitimate businesses, a loss to the public exchequer,
and a potential risk to public health. He added that this
rally was aimed at empowering citizens and
encouraging their active participation as crucial

AUTO RALLY
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partners in the collective fight againstillicit trade.

The rally witnessed the participation of over 300 auto-
rickshaws, vibrantly branded with anti-smuggling and
anti-counterfeiting messages, moving in a coordinated
convoy from FICClI House, Tansen Marg, through
prominent locations including Connaught Place and

MY W IALLT
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Barakhamba Road, ensuring wide public visibility and
engagement. Auto drivers, commuters, and passers-by
were actively encouraged to support lawful trade
practices, refrain from purchasing counterfeit goods,
and spread awareness about the detrimental impact of
illicit trade on livelihoods and the broader economy.
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS ON
“ILLICIT TRADE: ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS"

16" December 2025 Specialized Training Centre, Rajendra Nagar, Delhi

AD P

i)

he role of police department in combating illicit

trade requires a comprehensive approach

involving enforcement, intelligence,
collaboration, public awareness, and technology
utilization. In an effort, to tackle the escalating problem of
counterfeiting and smuggling, FICCI CASCADE organized
an extensive training program benefiting over 60 police
officers from the Delhi Police. The programme
underscored the pressing importance for law
enforcement agencies to remain proactive in addressing
the ever-evolving challenges posed by counterfeiting
and smuggling, given their far-reaching global
implications.

Mr. Yogesh Malhotra, Assistant Commissioner of Police,
Specialized Training Centre, Delhi Police was the chief
guest at the programme. He emphasised that it is
imperative for police officers to recognise the deep
penetration of counterfeit and smuggled goods in the
marketplace, noting that such unlawful practices not only
undermine the economy but also erode the social fabric,
endanger public health, and adversely affect the overall
well-being of citizens.

He expressed his support for the initiative and
highlighted that capacity-building programmes of this
nature are critical in strengthening the skills,
preparedness, and operational effectiveness of police
personnel in addressing the complex challenges posed
byillicittrade.

m www.ficcicascade.in

Highlighting the pivotal role of law enforcement in
society, Mr. O P Thakur, Inspector, Delhi Police,
emphasized that police officers must understand crimes
from the perspective of victims to fully appreciate the
impact on their lives. He stressed the importance of
recognizing every cognizable offence, upholding the
highest ethical and legal standards, and taking timely,
decisive action against those who breach the law. By
combining vigilance with empathy and professionalism,
law enforcement cannot only enforce the law effectively
but also strengthen the social fabric, deterillicit activities,
and contribute to building safer and more resilient
communities, headded.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former
Special Commissioner of Police, New Delhi, highlighted
the multifaceted impact of counterfeiting and
smuggling. He noted that these illicit activities cause
substantial losses to legitimate businesses, undermine
consumer confidence, and deprive the nation of critical
revenue, thereby impeding overall economic growth and
development. In addition, he pointed out that the health
risks posed by such unregulated products are a serious
concern, directly threatening the well-being of the public.

A key highlight of the programme was the 'Interactive
Session on Industry Issues and Collaborative Actions
Needed with Enforcement Agencies to Counter
Economic Offences, Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President-
Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd., stated that illicit trade has
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emerged as a new form of economic warfare. He
explained that unauthorized products evade taxes,
violate legal standards, and infiltrate sectors, including
pharmaceuticals, FMCG, automobiles, and
agrochemicals, posing significant risks to consumers,
industries, and the broader economy. He further added
that the tobacco industry is a major contributor to India's
economic growth, supporting livelihoods for nearly 46
million people while generating substantial tax and
foreign exchange revenues. However, the expansion of
illicit and smuggled tobacco severely undermines these
contributions, threatening both public revenue and
lawful business operations.

Dr. Rishi Kulshresth, Advocate, High Court of Delhi,
emphasized that brand value is sustained only through
effective brand protection. Once such protection is
weakened, brand value diminishes, making vigilance
against illicit trade essential for both industry and
enforcement agencies. He highlighted that, for
enforcement authorities, the initial challenges in
combating illicit trade include evaluating cases,
identifying lookalike products, and scrutinizing raid
requests with proper documentation tasks that require

clear legal guidance and close cooperation with industry
stakeholders.

The programme concluded with a reaffirmation of the
urgent need for sustained collaboration between
industry and law enforcement to effectively combatillicit
trade. It was discussed that tackling counterfeiting and
smuggling requires not only robust enforcement and
legal frameworks but also proactive intelligence,
technology adoption, and continuous capacity building
initiatives.
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Mr. P C Jha ——
Advisor, FICCI CASCADE &+ s
& Former Chairman,
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs

bestpractices

he 56th GST Council meeting marked a significant

moment in India's indirect tax administration,

bringing, inter alia, the structure of cigarette
taxation back into the policy focus, especially with the
compensation cess nearing its end. Given that cigarettes
are a highly regulated and socially sensitive product, the
choice of tax structures must rest on the reality of past
experience, striking a right balance among fiscal,
administrative, and public health considerations. India's
own fiscal journey with tobacco and past reforms offer
sound lessons on what is effective and what should
perhaps be avoided.

Before 1983, cigarettes were taxed under an ad-valorem
excise regime. This system led to frequent disputes
between the government and assessees, particularly
regarding the inclusion of Post-Manufacturing Expenses
(PME) in the assessable value, resulting in protracted
litigation and blocking of revenue for long periods. The ad-
valorem system soon proved ineffective. In theory, ad-
valorem taxes linked collections to product pricing.
However, in practice, they created scope for disagreement,
valuation disputes, and administrative complexity. After
the resolution of the PME disputes, the government
introduced an MRP-based levy on cigarettes, which led to
widespread undervaluation and duty evasion. However,
this system also turned out to be counterproductive on
two counts. First, it created a spiralling effect on taxation,
where even a small increase in tax rates resulted in a
disproportionately higher increase in retail prices. Second,
in order to avoid paying tax based on a higher MRP, some
unscrupulous operators would show a lower MRP, while
the amount charged to the consumer was transacted in
cash.The regime, therefore, became distortionary, difficult
www:.ficcicascade.in

As the compensa jon cess nears tts end India's debate on cigarette
taxation must balance revenue, health goals and enforcement
realities-drawing on decades of domestic experience and global
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to enforce, and incentivised evasion of taxes.

Subsequently, a decisive shift came in the Union Budget of
1987, when the government moved from an ad-valorem
system to a specific levy based on the physical length of
the cigarette. Eminent economists such as Dr Raja Chelliah
and Dr Vijay Kelkar also endorsed the specific levy model
as being transparent, predictable, and resistant to
manipulation. The structure was simple, easy to
administer and resulted in higher tax collection. Excise
duty collections from cigarettes grew more than twenty-
fold over the next three decades, enabling both the
government and the cigarette industry to operate in a
more predictable fiscal environment. During this period,
the Indian cigarette industry also evolved from a purely
commoditised market into one offering differentiated,
consumer-centric products catering to varied consumer
needs.

However, with the introduction of VAT in 2007 and GST in
2017, the share of ad valorem taxation has become much
larger again. The VAT regime coincided with a phase of
strong anti-tobacco activism that resulted in several policy
changes, leading to measures such as the enactment of
the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA),
restrictions on public smoking, and steep increases in
overall tax incidence. In fact, India took the lead in this
regulatory approach through COTPA, even before formally
signing the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC), which was adopted later. While these
measures advanced the much-needed health objectives,
they also produced some unintended retarding effects.
Regulatory overreach, such as large pictorial warnings and
high taxes, led to a significant surge in the availability of
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illicit cigarettes in the country, fuelling the growth of both
smuggled and domestically manufactured unaccounted
and tax-evaded products, including look-alike packs sold
at deep discounts by fly-by-night operators. These
products entered the market at price points barely
covering the cost of the cigarette, further undermining the
legal industry. The widening gap between legal and illicit
products, a rise in ultra-low-priced alternatives, and
greater enforcement challenges became visible trends.

Further, the rise of illicit cigarettes resulted in huge losses
of tax revenue and posed much more serious health
hazards than the legal ones. This is because the cigarettes
available in the grey market are made in unhygienic
conditions without any concern for the quality of tobacco
and other ingredients. Today, the rapid proliferation of
multiple illicit brands across varied price points has posed
serious challenges for the legal cigarette industry. A range
of differentiated products offered by international players
now commands a notable share of the market. For
instance, products such as ESSE, positioned in slim and
lower-priced formats, have gained popularity among
younger consumers by creating an impression of
containing less nicotine and therefore, being less harmful.
It is pertinent to note the history and growth of illicit trade
in the country. With the enactment of COTPA and
ratification of the FCTC treaty, anti-tobacco activism in
India, led by NGO's, gained significant momentum. The
NGO's were at the forefront, influencing taxation and
regulations. With overactive anti-tobacco activism leading
to a substantial change in taxation policy, raising the
burden of tax beyond the affordability of the common
citizen, coupled with gory imagery on Indian cigarette
packaging, this has given a huge boost to the cheaper, tax-
not-paid cigarettes, which do not carry the excessive
warnings required under the law of the land. According to
Euromonitor International, until 2004, the illicit trade of
cigarettes stood at 11.1 billion cigarettes, forming
approximately 10.3 per cent of the Indian market. With the
massive increases in taxation, starting from 2005-06 to
2017-18, the illicit trade of cigarettes has grown over
threefold to more than 36 billion cigarettes. lllicit trade
now stands at 26.1 per cent of the total cigarette trade, i.e.
over one-fourth of the market size. This has led to the
market today resting in the hands of trade mafias. It is
established in several international studies that antisocial
elements use this money to fund ulterior motives,
including destabilising countries and engaging in terrorist
activities.

It is also estimated that revenue loss to the exchequer on
account of illicit cigarettes is to the tune of about Rs 21,000
crore per annum. Against this backdrop, the recent
decision of the GST Council to tax tobacco at the retail
sales price appears to revisit the pre-1987 model. It may be
relevant to mention here that globally, taking a leaf out of
India's over three-decade-long cigarette taxation policy,
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several countries have now adopted specific-duty
structures with a view to avoiding manipulation, reducing
valuation disputes, and simplifying tax administration. In
fact, as of 2024, 137 out of 178 countries have adopted a
blend of ad-valorem and specific structures -historically, a
model that India itself had adopted in its early stages. In
2008, this number was 101, reflecting a clear global shift
towards this framework. Today, India stands at an
important juncture in its economic journey, with the goal
of becoming a Viksit Bharat by 2047. A stable tax
framework is indispensable to fulfil this ambition since it
encourages investment, reduces compliance frictions and
supports long-term economic planning. As India debates
the next steps in tax design under the GST for tobacco, the
choice is not between change and continuity but between
time-tested stability and avoidable uncertainty. Itis hoped
that on cessation of compensation cess, the final fiscal
policy will take cognisance of the historical facts,
perspectives and international experiences to adopt a
balanced approach - learning from India's own history of
tobacco taxation while aiming to disincentivise illicit trade
without making major structural changes in the tax
system and keep the tax incidence stable. Such a
framework will result in a robust policy for the law-abiding
industry. A policy measure of this kind, as in the process of
development, views balance not as a compromise, but as
the foundation for sustainable long-term growth.

Such an approach is worth consideration since, at the
same time, it would serve the revenue and health
concerns. Also, being easier, it would be conducive to tax
compliance and would address enforcement challenges.
Not giving due weightage to these important points
would not be advisable, as the same would work contrary
to the interests of both the public and the government.

FINANCE

o Towards Balanced Cigarette Taxation
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West Bengal Gears Up to Tackle Illicit
Trade: Minister Biplab Mitra Calls for
Stronger Enforcement Collaboration
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MP Manoj Tiwari flags off FICCI-
CASCADE anti- smuggllng auto rally
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FICCI-CASCADE [Committes Againit Smuggling and Counterfaiting
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

1.€3.8 hillion worth of counterfeit goods seized across the EU in 2024.
Two out of three by Italian authorities

01 October2025 | EUNews

Brussels - Clothing, accessories, CDs and DVDs, toys, cosmetics, cigarettes. In the
112 million counterfeit products seized by authorities in EU countries in 2024, there
is everything-even some new entries, such as electronic cigarettes and vaping

devices. The estimated retail value of €3.8 billion is a record, the highest ever
recorded.

https://www.eunews.it/en/2025/10/01/e3-8-billion-worth-of-counterfeit-goods-

2. Cigarettes, laptops worth over 28 lakh seized from three air passengers in
Coimbatore

06 October 2025 | Times Of India

Coimbatore: Officials at the Coimbatore international airport seized cigarettes and six
laptops valued at 28.5 lakh, which were being smuggled by three passengers who

arrived from Abu Dhabi on Sunday.They were apprehended by a team of air customs
and airintelligence unit officials.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/cigarettes-laptops-wor th-over-
28-lakh-seized-from-three-air-passengers-in-coimbatore/articleshow/

seized-across-the-eu-in-2024-two-out-of-three-by-italian-authorities/

3. HPG: P20M worth of 'smuggled' cigarettes seized, 3 suspects nabbed
in Negros, Lanao ops

13 October2025 | GMA News

The Highway Patrol Group (HPG) on Monday said suspected smuggled cigarettes

worth over P20 million were seized while three suspects, including a cop, were
nabbed in two separate operations in Negros Oriental and Lanao del Norte.

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/regions/962306/hpg-smuggled-
cigarettes-suspects-nabbed-negros-lanao-ops/story/

5. Fake vehicle parts worth over £100,000 seized in major operation
30 October 2025 | Gov.UK

More than 3,600 potentially dangerous fake vehicle parts worth more than
£100,000 seized by officials in South Gloucestershire self-storage raid - including
spark plugs, oil filters and sensors counterfeit parts bypass safety testing and are
more likely to fail - putting road users at serious risk

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fake-vehicle-parts-worth-over-100000-

124325666.cms

4. Major Lancashire operation sees £200,000 illicit cigarettes and vapes
seized from stores

29 October 2025 | Talking Retail

Lancashire Police and Trading Standards seized illicit cigarettes and vapes valued at
nearly £200,000 as part of its proactive operations to target businesses flouting the

law across the county. As part of Operation Wanderstar, the team closed three
businesses linked to the sale of illicit cigarettes and vapes

https://www.talkingretail.com/news/industry-news/major-lancashire-operation-
sees-200000-illicit-cigarettes-and-vapes-seized-from-stores-29-10-2025/

6. lllegal chinese cosmetics, cigarettes worth millions seized in Bangkok
30 October 2025 | Khaosod English

BANGKOK — Thai authorities seized more than 13 million baht ($401,090) worth of
illegal Chinese cosmetics and contraband cigarettes in separate raids across
Bangkok, dismantling two foreign-backed operations accused of distributing
unlicensed beauty products and smuggled tobacco online.

https://www.khaosodenglish.com/news/2025/10/30/illegal-chinese-cosmetics-

seized-in-major-operation

7. EPPO seizes over 2.2 million meters of smuggled fabric from China in
customs fraud investigation
6 November 2025 | EPPO

(Luxembourg, 6 November 2025) — At the request of the European Public
Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) in Bologna (ltaly), the Italian Financial Police (Guardia di
Finanza) of Prato carried out searches and seized over 2.2 million meters of fabric,
documentation and various electronic devices, as part of a customs fraud
investigation involving the smuggling of raw material and textile products.

https://www.eppo.europa.eu/en/media/news/italy-eppo-seizes-over-22-million-
meters-smuggled-fabric-china-customs-fraud

9. Hong Kong seizes fake Gucci, Hermes, other goods worth HK$65
million during major sale

21 November 2025 | MyNews

Hong Kong: Hong Kong customs has seized 120,000 suspected counterfeititems in
a month-long operation that targeted cross-border transshipments during a major

online shopping festival in mainland China, confiscating goods including fake Gucci
handbags, Hermes shoes and latestiPhone models.

https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3333719/hong-
kong-seizes-fake-gucci-hermes-other-goods-worth-hk65-million-during-major-

cigarettes-worth-millions-seized-in-bangkok/

8. $2.5 million in counterfeit Rolex watches seized by CBP officers in
Louisville

20 November 2025 | CBP

LOUISVILLE, Ky — U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers in Louisville seized a
shipment of 160 counterfeit watches from Taiwan on November 17. Had these goods
been genuine, the shipment would have had a combined Manufacturer's Suggested
Retail Price of $2.57 million.The shipment was heading to a residence in Houston
when officers intercepted the parcel forinspection.

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/25-million-counterfeit-rolex-
watches-seized-cbp-officers-louisville

10. US customs seizes USD 775K worth of counterfeit toys from China;
parents alerted of holiday risks

01 December 2025 | The Tribune

Washington, DC: US customs officials are alerting parents about the risks associated
with counterfeit toys after confiscating over USD 775,000 worth of fake products
from China, as stated in a November 25 announcement, which included imitations of

well-known characters like Mickey Mouse and Labubu, according to a report by The
Epoch Times (TET).

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/us-customs-seizes-usd-775k-wor th-of-

sale
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NATIONAL NEWS

1. DRI seize consignments worth Rs 23 crore at e-waste smuggling
attemptin Mumbai

5 0ctober 2025 | DH

Mumbai: In a major action against the smuggling of environmentally hazardous e-
waste into India, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has busted an
international racket of illegal import of used electronic goods. In a targeted operation
codenamed Operation DigiScrap, the team of DRI in Mumbai seized consignments
valued at approximately Rs. 23 crore and arrested the Surat-based mastermind
behind the smuggling attempt.

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/maharashtra/dri-seize-consignments-
worth-rs-23-crore-at-e-waste-smuggling-attempt-in-mumbai-3753195

3. Mumbai airport staffer among 4 arrested in Rs 4.6 crore gold
smuggling case

13 October 2025 | India Today

Continuing its “Operation Golden Sweep”, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
Mumbai has busted another gold smuggling syndicate operating through Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International (CSMI) Airport and seized 4 kg of foreign-origin gold valued at Rs. 4.64
crore.The operation led to the arrest of four persons, including an airport staffer, two
handlers, and a passenger who had smuggled the gold.

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/mumbai-airport-staffer-among-4-arrested-
in-rs-46-crore-gold-smuggling-case-2802614-2025-10-13

5. Delhi HC Denies Anticipatory Bail in ¥2.4 Cr Foreign Cigarette
Smuggling Case: SC Admits SLP Challenging Rejection
17 November 2025 | Taxscan

The case involves alleged smuggling of foreign-origin cigarettes without statutory
pictorial warnings, raising serious concerns under the Customs Act and allied
tobacco control laws. The Supreme Court of India has admitted the Special Leave
Petition filed by the appellant in a high-stakes smuggling case involving foreign-
origin cigarettes worth Rs. 2.4 crore.

https://www.taxscan.in/top-stories/delhi-hc-denies-anticipatory-bail-foreign-
cigarette-smuggling-case-sc-admits-slp-challenging-rejection-1437437

7. BSF, Customs seize goods worth Rs 73.89 lakh in Tripura anti-
smuggling operation

22 November 2025 | ANI

Agartala (Tripura) [India], November 22 (ANI): In a major anti-smuggling operation,
the Border Security Force (BSF) and Customs Sabroom jointly apprehended one

smuggler and seized a large consignment of goods worth Rs. 73. 89 lakhs on
Thursday, said the release.

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/bsf-customs-seize-goods-

worth-rs-7389-lakh-in-tripura-anti-smuggling-operation20251122031326/

9. Liquor worth Rs 1.2cr seized hidden under animal hair in truck

3 December 2025 | The Times of India

Ahmedabad: A state monitoring cell (SMC) team seized 53,369 bottles of Indian-
made foreign liquor worth Rs 1,20,08,025, along with 196 bags of sheep and goat

hair, from a parked truck on SP Ring Road near Bakarol on Monday. The FIR was filed
with Sarkhej police by ASI Kailashkumar Yadav of the SMC.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/liquor-worth-rs-1-2cr-
seized-hidden-under-animal-hair-in-truck/articleshow/125725924.cms

2. Sandalwood worth Rs 50 lakh seized in Tamil Nadu's Erode; two
arrested

09 October 2025 | DH

Erode: Police seized 400 kg of sandalwood logs worth Rs. 50 lakh that were allegedly
being smuggled to Kerala, and arrested two persons in connection with the case
here.According to the Thooka Naicken Palayam police in Erode district, a goods van
with a Kerala registration number was stopped during a routine vehicle check at
Kemma Naicken Palayam area on Wednesday evening.

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/tamil-nadu/sandalwood-worth-rs-50-lakh-
seized-in-tamil-nadus-erode-two-arrested-3758204

4. Foreign cigarettes worth Rs 50L seized

12 November2025 | Millennium Post

Jalpaiguri: Acting on a tip-off, a team from Jalpaiguri Police conducted naka checks at
Paharpur More, Balapara, and Jora Petrol Pump on Tuesday night. During the

operation, officers intercepted a truck (registration number WB-57E-4901) coming
fromthe Maynaguri side, which was identified by the source.

Upon inspection, police discovered a large quantity of foreign-made cigarettes
concealed beneath bags of tealeaves.

https://www.millenniumpost.in/bengal/foreign-cigarettes-worth-rs-50I-seized-
635202

6.Amritsar emerges as a hotspot for counterfeit cigarette smuggling
20 November 2025 1 Times of India

Amritsar: The holy city of Amritsar is rapidly emerging as a preferred destination for
counterfeit cigarette smugglers, who choose to arrive at Amritsar via its International
Airport. Counterfeit cigarettes of various Indian as well as international brands
command high demand not only in Punjab, but also in neighbouring Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir, said a source. The back-to-back seizures of more
than 225,000 sticks of counterfeit cigarettes valued at approximately Rs. 38 lakh on
Nov 17 and 18 at Sri Guru Ram Dass Ji International Airport.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/amritsar-emerges-as-a-
hotspot-for-counterfeit-cigarette-smuggling/articleshow/125444046.cms

8. Cough Syrup Smuggling: Case Filed Against 12 More Pharmaceutical
Firms In UP

29 November 2025 | NDTV

Varanasi: The food and drugs department of the Uttar Pradesh government filed a
case on Friday against 12 more pharmaceutical firms in connection with the codeine-
containing cough syrup-smuggling case in Varanasi. Previously, the department had
filed a case against 26 firms. Inspector Janab Ali of the department said the case
against the 26 firms was filed on November 15. At that time, 12 suspicious firms were
also found.

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cough-syrup-smuggling-case-filed-against-12-
more-pharmaceutical-firms-in-up-9719212

10. In 2025, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence has seized 321 kg of
gold worth Rs 406 crore, 65 cases registered

13 December 2025 | The New India Express

NEW DELHI: Exposing increasingly sophisticated smuggling operations that span
continents, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has intercepted and seized
around 321 kilograms of smuggled gold worth Rs 406.35 crore between January and
October this year. The seizures and interception data 65 cases show a disturbing
picture of an organised syndicate gang that operates with military precision.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2025/0¢t/23/in-2025-directorate-of-
revenue-intelligence-has-seized-321-kg-of-gold-worth-rs-406-crore-65-cases-
registered
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In the recent past India’s economic growth story has attracted world’s attention bringing new challenges for the domestic
economy. One of the challenges currently faced is the growing illicit trade in counterfeits, pass offs and smuggled goods.
These activities are also threatening brands not only in every region of the country but across the globe. Contraband and
counterfeit products hurt the integrity of the brand, further diluting the brand owner’s reputation. This not only results in
erosion of sales of the legitimate product but further [CASCADE]s onto affect the consumers in the form of health and
safety hazards. With the above insight the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) took the
initiative to dedicate a forum by establishing the Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying
the Economy-CASCADE on 18th January,2011.

1 CO ntact:

FICCI CASCADE
Federation House, 1, Tansen Marg, New Delhi 110001, India
T: +91-11-23487528 | F:+91-11-23320714 | Email: cascade@ficci.com
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