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Committee Against Smuggling and 
Counterfeiting Activities Destroying 
the Economy

With a growing economy, India also faces the 

challenge of countering illicit trade in smuggled & 

counterfeit goods. In India, the size of illicit market is 

estimated at Rs. 7,97,726 crore in 2022-23, as per the 

FICCI CASCADE study titled “Challenging Landscape of 

Illicit Trade: How Changing Factors of Consumption 

Affect Illicit Market in 5 key industries in India”.  

Considering 5 key industries—FMCG (packaged 

goods), FMGC (personal and household care), alcohol, 

tobacco, and textiles & apparel, where illicit trade is 

undermining legitimate businesses, distorting 

competition, and significantly eating into government 

tax revenues. It is notable here that average increase 

in these loses have been as much as 45 %, and in just 

two years!!

Given the emphasis on India's economic development 

and the much anticipated growth trajectory; 

technology, invention, and innovation will play a key 

role in charting out India's growth strategy. However, 

illegal trade practices will prove to hinder this 

progression. India today has the potential to become 

a global manufacturing hub. However, in the absence 

of an adequate enforcement mechanism to stop 

counterfeiting and smuggling, can act as a dampener 

in achieving this goal.

Despite several efforts undertaken to curb smuggling, 

counterfeiting and piracy, the illicit markets continue 

to thrive across all industry segments. Hence, a 

proactive strategy should be in place to fight this 

serious menace to public health and safety, and to 

the national exchequer. Cooperation amongst 

stakeholders (including international and domestic 

regulatory and investigative agencies), streamlining 

of complex tax structures, stringent governance 

practices and enforcement of existing laws are 

required to curb this tumorous threat.

For some time now illicit trade is also known to 

provide the fuel that energizes the terror machine. 

Many prominent terrorist organisations like the 

Hezbollah, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Al-Qaida, ISIS, Irish 

Republican Army rely on illicit trade for financing 20 

per cent of their operations. In Italy, the mafia are 

also known to run illicit trade supply chains and at 

times the foreign organized crime groups manage 

day-to-day operations with mafia authorization and 

oversight. The perpetrators of the Charlie Hebdo 

attacks in Paris were found to have actively indulged 

in the illicit trade of cigarettes. The list goes on and 

we are racing against time to effectively counter this 

multi-dimensional evil force that is going from 

strength to strength and has total disregard for 

human life.

8%-15% of global GDP is impacted due to illicit trade 

and criminal activities. It is estimated that the total 

economic and social costs globally due to 

counterfeiting and piracy world-wide stood between 

USD 737 to USD 898 billion in 2013 and this is expected 

to go up to USD 1.54 to USD 1.87 trillion by 2022, 

suggesting an increase of 108 per cent. In-addition 

the total employment losses globally due to 

counterfeit and piracy stood at 2 to 2.6 million jobs in 

2013 and is expected to rise to 4.2 to 5.4 million jobs in 

2022, suggesting an approximate increase of 110 per 

cent.

I
l l ic i t  Trade in terms of  smuggling and 

counterfeiting is considered as one of the world's 

fastest growing industry. It is an enduring 

problem that escalates each day in scope and 

magnitude and thus impacts industries, consumers, 

governments, and economies. Smuggling and 

counterfeiting can have broad economy-wide effects 

on trade, foreign investment,  employment, 

innovation, criminality, environment and most 

importantly on the health of the consumers.
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   The challenge of counterfeited and smuggled 

goods has emerged as a global problem

   The market for fake or counterfeit or smuggled 

products is one of the biggest challenges faced by 

Indian industry, impacting 'Brand India' globally

   Consumers receive poorer quality products that 

are unregulated and unsafe

   Businesses suffer lower income and damaged 

brands, they may have to cut jobs and reduce 

investment leading in turn to lower economic 

growth

   With low barriers to the market entry and 

infiltration, no country is immune from the impact 

of counterfeiting and smuggling and no single 

sector can be said to be an exception

Set up on 18th January 2011, 'Committee Against 

   Black money being generated

FICCI CASCADE continues ti highlight the following 

key issues:

    Legitimate industry is adversely affected

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying 

the Economy' (CASCADE) by FICCI is a unique forum 

working towards facing and countering the challenge 

of growing illicit trade in counterfeits, pass offs and 

smuggled goods in the domestic economy.

   Consumers '  heal th  and safety  is  being 

jeopardized

   Illegitimate industry is flourishing

   Loss to the exchequer

   Burden on welfare costs and enforcement cost

   Increased criminalization

Major Issues/Concerns

AB
OU

T C
AS

CA
DE

3

Annual Report 2025-2026

Generating 
Awareness

Research and Proposing 
Law Reforms

Capacity Building of Law 
Enforcement Authorities

Sharing 
Best Practices

4-PRONGED APPROACH OF 

FICCI CASCADE



Committee Against Smuggling and 
Counterfeiting Activities Destroying 
the Economy

With a growing economy, India also faces the 

challenge of countering illicit trade in smuggled & 

counterfeit goods. In India, the size of illicit market is 

estimated at Rs. 7,97,726 crore in 2022-23, as per the 

FICCI CASCADE study titled “Challenging Landscape of 

Illicit Trade: How Changing Factors of Consumption 

Affect Illicit Market in 5 key industries in India”.  

Considering 5 key industries—FMCG (packaged 

goods), FMGC (personal and household care), alcohol, 

tobacco, and textiles & apparel, where illicit trade is 

undermining legitimate businesses, distorting 

competition, and significantly eating into government 

tax revenues. It is notable here that average increase 

in these loses have been as much as 45 %, and in just 

two years!!

Given the emphasis on India's economic development 

and the much anticipated growth trajectory; 

technology, invention, and innovation will play a key 

role in charting out India's growth strategy. However, 

illegal trade practices will prove to hinder this 

progression. India today has the potential to become 

a global manufacturing hub. However, in the absence 

of an adequate enforcement mechanism to stop 

counterfeiting and smuggling, can act as a dampener 

in achieving this goal.

Despite several efforts undertaken to curb smuggling, 

counterfeiting and piracy, the illicit markets continue 

to thrive across all industry segments. Hence, a 

proactive strategy should be in place to fight this 

serious menace to public health and safety, and to 

the national exchequer. Cooperation amongst 

stakeholders (including international and domestic 

regulatory and investigative agencies), streamlining 

of complex tax structures, stringent governance 

practices and enforcement of existing laws are 

required to curb this tumorous threat.

For some time now illicit trade is also known to 

provide the fuel that energizes the terror machine. 

Many prominent terrorist organisations like the 

Hezbollah, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Al-Qaida, ISIS, Irish 

Republican Army rely on illicit trade for financing 20 

per cent of their operations. In Italy, the mafia are 

also known to run illicit trade supply chains and at 

times the foreign organized crime groups manage 

day-to-day operations with mafia authorization and 

oversight. The perpetrators of the Charlie Hebdo 

attacks in Paris were found to have actively indulged 

in the illicit trade of cigarettes. The list goes on and 

we are racing against time to effectively counter this 

multi-dimensional evil force that is going from 

strength to strength and has total disregard for 

human life.

8%-15% of global GDP is impacted due to illicit trade 

and criminal activities. It is estimated that the total 

economic and social costs globally due to 

counterfeiting and piracy world-wide stood between 

USD 737 to USD 898 billion in 2013 and this is expected 

to go up to USD 1.54 to USD 1.87 trillion by 2022, 

suggesting an increase of 108 per cent. In-addition 

the total employment losses globally due to 

counterfeit and piracy stood at 2 to 2.6 million jobs in 

2013 and is expected to rise to 4.2 to 5.4 million jobs in 

2022, suggesting an approximate increase of 110 per 

cent.

I
l l ic i t  Trade in terms of  smuggling and 

counterfeiting is considered as one of the world's 

fastest growing industry. It is an enduring 

problem that escalates each day in scope and 

magnitude and thus impacts industries, consumers, 

governments, and economies. Smuggling and 

counterfeiting can have broad economy-wide effects 

on trade, foreign investment,  employment, 

innovation, criminality, environment and most 

importantly on the health of the consumers.

AB
OU

T C
AS

CA
DE

2

Annual Report 2025-2026

   The challenge of counterfeited and smuggled 

goods has emerged as a global problem

   The market for fake or counterfeit or smuggled 

products is one of the biggest challenges faced by 

Indian industry, impacting 'Brand India' globally

   Consumers receive poorer quality products that 

are unregulated and unsafe

   Businesses suffer lower income and damaged 

brands, they may have to cut jobs and reduce 

investment leading in turn to lower economic 

growth

   With low barriers to the market entry and 

infiltration, no country is immune from the impact 

of counterfeiting and smuggling and no single 

sector can be said to be an exception

Set up on 18th January 2011, 'Committee Against 

   Black money being generated

FICCI CASCADE continues ti highlight the following 

key issues:

    Legitimate industry is adversely affected

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying 

the Economy' (CASCADE) by FICCI is a unique forum 

working towards facing and countering the challenge 

of growing illicit trade in counterfeits, pass offs and 

smuggled goods in the domestic economy.

   Consumers '  heal th  and safety  is  being 

jeopardized

   Illegitimate industry is flourishing

   Loss to the exchequer

   Burden on welfare costs and enforcement cost

   Increased criminalization

Major Issues/Concerns

AB
OU

T C
AS

CA
DE

3

Annual Report 2025-2026

Generating 
Awareness

Research and Proposing 
Law Reforms

Capacity Building of Law 
Enforcement Authorities

Sharing 
Best Practices

4-PRONGED APPROACH OF 

FICCI CASCADE



Mandate

MA
ND

AT
E

MA
ND

AT
E

4

Annual Report 2025-2026

5

Annual Report 2025-2026

Awareness Generation Knowledge Management

   To generate and spread awareness on the 

hazardous impact of smuggled, contraband and 

counterfeit products

   To put the issue of smuggled, contraband and 

counterfeit products high on the social agenda

   To achieve a high " issue recall" on anti- 

smuggling and anti-counterfeiting in the minds 

of consumers and to sensitize the supply chain 

personnel towards the harm that smuggled, 

contraband and counterfeit products cause and 

to emphasize the importance of their role in 

grappling with the social issue

   To interact with the law enforcement authorities 

to emphasize on the importance of continued 

awareness and seriousness of the impact of 

smuggled and counterfeit goods

  To tap into initiatives of various international  
fora such as ICC  BASCAP, WIPO Advisory 
Committee on Enforcement, WCO and others to 
identify existing gaps in India and building 
synergies in collaborative mode

   To engage in systematic assimilation and 
dissemination of enforcement techniques, 
procedures and strategies for the guidance of 
its members through various interactive events

   To provide a platform for sharing the best 
practices followed globally for combating 
contraband, smuggled and counterfeit products

   To commission research and propose law and 
policy reforms to Government and other 
relevant stakeholders through knowledge 
papers, report, studies on issues related to 
counterfeiting and smuggling

  To engage in capacity building activities for the  
benefit  of  law  enforcement a g e n c i e s a n d o 
t her CASCADE stakeholders including Judicial, 
Police and Customs Officers

   To study and have full appreciation of the 
enforcement initiatives of developed countries 
as well as developing countries

Policy Advocacy Networking

    To assist the Government in formulating its 

response to regional  and mult i lateral 

agreements and model laws being proposed by 

international organizations such as INTA, WIPO, 

WCO etc

   To assist the Government of India in formulating 

its position in ongoing bilateral negotiations 

having an impact on enforcement issues related 

to counterfeiting and smuggling

   To identify and facilitate CASCADE stakeholders 

to network with legal services providers and 

investigators who have excellent relationships 

in the local law enforcement machinery and 

who have consistently delivered high yield 

counterfeiting raids across India

   To work in synergy with other foreign 

institutions and bodies working in the realm of 

anti-counterfeiting and anti- smuggling
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n today's global landscape, r is ing 

Igeopolitical tensions, strained supply 

chains, and increasing environmental 

crises are creating conditions that enable the 

growth of illicit trade. These challenges are 

being actively exploited by criminal networks 

to expand their operations, ultimately 

leading to severe pressure on individual, 

societal and national safety and security. The 

problem of smuggling, counterfeiting and 

other forms of illicit trade are enemies of 

progress and development, and their expan-

sion is detrimental to civilization.

In response to this alarming reality, FICCI 

CASCADE has spearheaded the Movement 

8
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Against Smuggled and Counterfeit Trade 

(MASCRADE), a flagship initiative dedicated to 

combating the surge in illicit trade. FICCI 

CASCADE successfully hosted the 11th edition 

of MASCRADE, themed "Growing Illicit Trade: 

Destabilising Economic Welfare", on 18th-

19th September 2025 at The Lalit, New Delhi. 

The conference served as a crucial platform 

to underscore the urgency of a united global 

response to the growing menace of illicit 

trade and its far-reaching consequences for 

economies, governance systems, and societ-

ies at large.

Addressing the inaugural session as the Chief 

Guest, Mr. Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon'ble 

Minister of State (Independent Charge), 

Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of 

India, highlighted the transformative nature 

of GST 2.0, stating that it is "not just about 

taxation, it is about making life easier for 

households and businesses." He stated that 

the remarkable shift from 37 GST returns filed 

annually in 2017 to only 3 today, reflecting 

how governance can truly respond to indus-

try's needs. Mr. Meghwal further emphasised 

the importance of clearly defining illicit trade 

and working collectively to eliminate it. He 

assured that the recommendations emerging 

from MASCRADE 2025 will be taken to the 

government and acted upon.

Addressing the gathering, 

Dr. Rajiv Mani, Secretary, 

Legislative Department, 

Ministry of Law & Justice, 

G ove r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a , 

underscored the impor-

t a n c e  o f  i n n o v a t i o n 

alongside legal measures 

in tackling illicit trade. He 

remarked that history 

shows how even progres-

s ive  ideas  can fa l ter 

without proper safeguards, citing the 14th 

century token currency experiment as an 

example. Likewise, in today's context, he 

emphasized the need to 

9
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issues effectively, and urged policymakers to 

maintain a balanced structure to discourage 

illicit markets.

Building on the spirit and success of 

Operation Sindoor, which showcased the 

power of clarity, precision, and coordination 

in dismantling entrenched threats, Mr. Rajput 

unveiled 'SHIELD', a strategic framework to 

combat illicit trade in India. S stands for 

Strategic Monitoring through tech-

enabled surveillance across supply 

During the conference, FICCI CASCADE report 

titled, "Decoding the Journey of GST Reforms: 

GST and Its Effect on Economy, Business and 

Household Consumption" was released. The 

report acknowledges the government's 

significant role in advancing GST 2.0 as a 

transformative reform, underscoring its 

impact in simplifying taxation, enhancing 

fiscal strength, and shaping consumption 

behaviour.

chains; H for Harnessing Technology like AI, 

blockchain, and analytics; I for Industry 

Collaboration to share intelligence and 

support enforcement; E for Enforcement 

through swift action and deterrence; L for 

Legal Reforms to strengthen laws and 

expedite trials; and D for Demand Reduction 

through public awareness to curb the 

consumption of illicit goods at the source.
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In the video message, Ms. Gael Grooby, 

Director, Policy and Standards, World 

Customs Organization, highlighted the WCO's 

efforts to support legitimate trade while 

countering illicit flows. Citing Operation STOP, 

she shared how counterfeit medical supply 

chains were disrupted to protect consumers 

and economies. She underscored the evolv-

ing challenges posed by e-commerce, which 

enables the rapid spread of counterfeits, and 

outlined the WCO's investments in AI, real-

time data sharing, and detection technolo-

gies to handle the surge in small packages. 

She also acknowledged India's support in 

enhancing the WCO's Customs Enforcement 

Network (CEN) with improved data visualiza-

tion tools.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, 

congratulated the Hon'ble Prime Minister for 

look beyond laws and adopt innovative 

solutions to effectively combat the growing 

menace of illicit trade.

announcing the historic and bold GST 2.0 

reforms, calling it a significant step towards 

Viksit Bharat. He stated that while GST 2017 

transformed India's taxation landscape, GST 

2.0 builds on that foundation with simplified 

rate structures and enhanced efficiency, truly 

embodying the vision of "One 

Nation, One Tax." He reiterated 

FICCI CASCADE's longstanding 

advocacy for rat ional tax 

structures to curb illicit trade, 

pointing out that high tax 

rates widen price gaps 

that fuel smuggling 

and counterfeiting. 

GST 2 .0 ,  he said, 

addresses these 

10
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robust legal frameworks to curb illicit trade 

and protect legitimate economic activity.

Delivering the valedictory address, Hon'ble 

Mr. Justice Manmohan, Judge, Supreme Court 

of India, underlined the importance of 

collective action by the judiciary, govern-

ment, and civil society in tackling the grow-

ing menace of illicit trade. He highlighted 

that illicit trade is estimated at nearly $3 

trillion annually and cautioned that its 

impact extends far beyond revenue loss. The 

real cost manifests in job losses, stifling of 

innovation, empowerment of criminal 

networks, and the funding of terrorism, 

making it not only an economic issue but 

also a significant socio-economic and 

security challenge. He called for a multi-

stakeholder approach, stressing the need for 

collaboration across sectors to effectively 

combat this pervasive threat.

In his special address, Mr. Mohan Kumar 

Singh, Member - Compliance Management, 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, 

pointed out the enforcement and systemic 

challenges posed by illicit trade. He noted, 

"Illicit trade not only undermines national 

security but also provides funding channels 

to organised crime networks. Vulnerabilities 

arise from factors such as weak border 

control, gaps in surveillance, lack of inter-

agency coordination, and regulatory com-

plexities. Combating this requires dynamic 

and adaptable solutions, stronger informa-

tion-sharing across agencies, deployment of 

advanced surveillance technologies, 

a n d  r o b u s t  c r o s s - b o r d e r 

cooperation

H o n ' b l e  M r .  J u s t i c e 

M a n m o h a n  S a r i n , 

Former Lokayukta, NCT 

of Delhi, Chief Justice, 

High Court of Jammu & 

Kashmir,  Judge, High 
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T h e  D a y -1  o f  t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e  a l s o 

Mr. P K Malhotra, Former Secretary, Ministry 

of Law & Justice, Government of India and 

Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE empha-

sized that this battle cannot be fought by 

governments alone, industry must invest in 

authenticity, citizens must stay vigilant, and 

stronger international collaboration is 

essential for joint investigations, intelligence 

sharing, and harmonized 

standards.

witnessed a Fireside Chat with Dr. Ajay Shah, 

Professor, National Institute of Public 

Finance and Policy, New Delhi, and Mr. 

Kebharu Smith, Director, Counterfeit Crimes 

Unit (CCU), Amazon. The discussion delved 

into the gravity of the illicit trade problem, 

exploring its economic, technological, and 

regulatory dimensions, and underscored the 

need for collaborative strategies to effec-

tively address this growing challenge.

Day 2 of the conference brought together a 

distinguished panel of leaders and experts, 

featuring Mr. Rahul Navin ,  Director of 

Enforcement, Directorate of Enforcement; 

Mr. Abhai Kumar Srivastav, Director General, 

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence; Hon'ble 

Mr. Justice Manmohan Singh, Former Judge, 

High Court of Delhi; along with several other 

eminent voices from policy, industry, acade-

mia, enforcement agencies and among 

others. The discussions highlighted the need 

for stronger enforcement mechanisms, 

enhanced inter-agency coordination, and 
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and among others. Over the two-day confer-

ence, experts from India and abroad made 

insightful presentations and participated in 

plenaries, stressing the significance of 

empowering consumers to reject smuggled 

and counterfeit goods and contribute to the 

fight against illicit trade.  

As part of the closing ceremony, Anti-

Counterfeiting and Anti-Smuggling Awards 

were presented to enforcement officers, 

school students and journalists for their role 

in creating awareness and strengthening the 

fight against illicit trade.

15
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Court of Delhi and Think Tank Member, FICCI 

CASCADE mentioned that that the industry 

should not view itself merely as a victim of 

counterfeit trade. Instead, it must actively 

engage as a key partner in combating illicit 

trade by fostering robust and resilient supply 

The 11th edition of MASCRADE witnessed 

participation from senior functionaries of 

leading international organisations such as 

the WCO, WIPO, EUIPO, GITOC, TRACIT, DKPTO 

chains, thereby safeguarding both business 

integrity and consumer trust.
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FICCI CASCADE organised its 5th edition 

o f  A n t i -  S m u g g l i n g  D a y  o n  1 1 t h 

February 2026 at Hotel Le-Meridien, 

New Delhi. The conference provided a 

platform to the stakeholders to engage in 

meaningful discussions on the evolving 

nature of smuggling and its impact on 

economies and societies.

Highlighting the robust enforcement mea-

sures undertaken by Customs formations and 

the Directorate of Revenue 

Intelligence (DRI), Mr. Singh 

apprised that enforcement 

effor ts have intensified 

significantly in recent years. 

In the first three quarters of 

the current financial year 

a lone,  author i t ies have 

seized approximately 500 

kilograms of gold, nearly 150 

mi l l ion  s t i cks  o f  i l l i c i t 

cigarettes, over 20 metric 

Addressing the 5th Edition of Anti-Smuggling 

Day, the Chief Guest, Mr. Mohan Kumar Singh, 

Member - Compliance Management, Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, under-

scored the growing complexity and scale of 

illicit trade in the country. He observed that 

smuggling has transformed into a highly 

organised, technology-driven economic 

crime with serious implications for national 

security, economic stability, and public 

safety.

tonnes of red sanders, around 120 kilograms 

of cocaine, about 50 kilograms of heroin, 

nearly 350 kilograms of amphetamines, and 

close to 3,700 kilograms of hydroponic 

cannabis at airports. Additionally, more than 

100 cases of wildlife trafficking have been 

detected, along with seizures involving dual-

use goods, arms, ammunition, drones, and 

fake Indian currency notes, he added.

Mr. Singh further highlighted that India has 

significantly strengthened its international 

enforcement architecture, with 42 Mutual 

Customs Cooperation Agreements (MoUs) 

already signed and 21 more under negotia-

tion with major trading partners. He under-

scored the need to shift from isolated, event-

based seizures to a more holistic, network-

centric approach aimed at dismantling entire 

smuggling syndicates. Stressing the impor-

tance of systemic intervention, he remarked 

that enforcement agencies must target 

financial flows, logistics enablers and 

international linkages that sustain these 

illicit networks.

In his welcome address, Mr. Anil Rajput, 

Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, accentuated that 

combating smuggling cannot be the respon-

sibility of a single institution or a country 

alone. He mentioned that strong partner-

ships among compliant nations are vital to 

promote legitimate trade, facilitate 

intell igence sharing, and ensure 

decis ive act ion against i l l ic i t 

operators. He further informed that just as 

UN-designated observances such as the 

International Day against Drug Abuse and 

Illicit Trafficking have successfully mobilised 

global attention, the recognition of an 

International Anti-Smuggling Day by the 

United Nations would serve as a powerful 

platform to strengthen international cooper-

ation and collectively address 

the root causes and far-

r e a c h i n g  c o n s e-

quences of smug-

gling.

M r.  R a j p u t  m e n-

tioned that as we 

observe the 5th Anti-
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Protecting Economy, Borders, and Security," 

which brought together senior officers from 

leading enforcement agencies. The discus-

sion focused on emerging trends in smug-

gling, evolving concealment techniques, and 

the growing use of technology by illicit 

networks.

Brigadier Puspendar Sorayan, Commander 23 

Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs and 

Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE, stated 

that smuggling has evolved into an increas-

ingly complex and sophisticated challenge. 

He asserted that it endangers not only 

government revenue but also national 

security and the broader economic stability 

of the country. Highlighting the multifaceted 

nature of the threat, he underscored that no 

single agency could tackle it in isolation. The 

significant losses in revenue, employment, 

and security, he noted, call for robust 

coordination, seamless information-sharing, 

and concerted action among all enforcement 

agencies.

Sector, Assam Rifles, stated that while 

technology serves as a valuable force 

multiplier, human intelligence continues to 

remain the cornerstone of effective anti-

smuggling operations. He shed light on the 

fact that it is actionable intelligence, com-

bined with precise and coordinated execu-

tion, that ultimately dismantles smuggling 

networks. Sharing his perspective on 

border management, he observed 

that effective border control 

demands a unified and collabora-

tive approach to curb the menace 

of smuggling. He further noted 

that strong cooperation from 

both Central and State 

a ge n c i e s , 
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The awards to the winners of the Digital Art 

Competition on the theme 'Stand Against 

Smuggling' were presented by Mr. M K Singh. 

The competition received an overwhelming 

response, with over 10,000 entries submitted 

from diverse regions of the country, reflect-

ing widespread public engagement on the 

issue.

Smuggling Day, let us remind ourselves that 

this fight is ultimately about choices-policy 

choices, enforcement choices, business 

choices and consumer choices. If we choose 

legality over convenience, integrity over 

dishonesty and cooperation over compla-

cency, we can ensure that smuggling finds no 

space to take root. While choices matter, they 

must translate into action. Mr. Rajput empha-

sized that right action at the right time by 

policymakers is essential, as any delay risks 

allowing illicit activity to deepen, leading to 

consequences that can be catastrophic for 

the economy and the nation.

Mr. P C Jha, IRS (Retd.), Advisor, FICCI CASCADE 

& Former Chairman, Central Board of Indirect 

Taxes and Customs (CBIC), in his vote of 

thanks, remarked that Anti-Smuggling Day is 

"not a symbolic observance but a structural 

necessity." He opined that smuggling today is 

sustained by organised transnational 

networks, misuse of legitimate trade chan-

nels and digital platforms that enable rapid 

movement of illicit goods and proceeds. Mr. 

Jha mentioned that enforcement must not 

remain limited to intercepting consign-

ments, it must disrupt networks, deter 

repeat offenders and dismantle the 

financial structures that sustain illicit 

trade.

The inaugural session was followed 

by a panel discussion on 

" S t ra te g i c  E n fo rce m e n t 

A g a i n s t  S m u g g l i n g : 

26
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solely on files moving through hierarchical 

channels.

The deliberations continued with an engag-

ing panel discussion titled "Cross-Border 

Synergy:  Streng thening International 

Partnerships to Combat Smuggling," which 

brought into focus the growing need for 

cohesive global action against increasingly 

sophisticated smuggling networks. The 

session explored how transnational coopera-

tion, intelligence convergence, and policy 

alignment are critical to addressing the 

evolving dynamics of illicit trade.

Dr. D P Dash, Former Pr. Director-General, DRI, 

Former Chairman, Enforcement Committee, 

World Customs Organisation (WCO) and Think 

Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE observed that 

smuggling networks often exploit institu-

tional and geographical divides to sustain 

their operations. He pointed out that 

enforcement agencies must counter this 

challenge with unity and strategic cohesion. 

Dr. Dash articulated that mutual trust, real-

time intelligence sharing, and technology-

M r.  A n i l  S i n h a ,  F o r m e r 

Director, CBI & Think Tank 

Member, FICCI CASCADE 

shared his perspec-

tive on the growing 

r o l e  o f  s o c i a l 

The session was adeptly moderated by 

Ms. Anuiya Yadav, Executive Editor, Times 

Network, who steered the discussion towards 

practical strategies for strengthen-

ing international enforcement 

framework.

driven collaboration are indispensable in 

combating the new and complex landscape 

of smuggling.
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particularly in intelligence sharing and 

seamless on-ground coordination has 

significantly strengthened enforcement 

efforts.

Mr. Mayank Pandey, Additional Director, 

Guwahati Zonal Office-II ,  Enforcement 

Directorate, underscored the significant 

transformation in inter-agency coordination 

in tackling smuggling. He mentioned that 

earlier, information had to pass through 

multiple layers of the 'proper channel, often 

resulting in delays of weeks before any 

concrete action could be taken. In contrast, 

recent years have witnessed the establish-

ment of direct and seamless coopera-

tion among agencies, enabling 

real-time intelligence sharing 

and swifter action against 

smuggling networks. He 

further underlined that 

today, every enforce-

ment agency main-

t a i n s  a  d e d i c a t e d 

open-source intelli-

gence team to monitor 

and curb smuggling activities. 

Mr. Varun Koundinya, Additional Director, 

Delhi Zonal Unit, Directorate of Revenue 

Intelligence affirmed that credible, ground-

based intelligence remains the decisive 

factor  in  bu i ld ing  s t rong and 

susta inable  cases  aga inst 

smuggling networks. He drew 

attention to the importance 

of direct engagement and 

r e a l - t i m e  i n t e r a c t i o n 

among officers of different 

agencies, rather than relying 
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networks exploit global trade routes and 

advanced technologies ,  enforcement 

responses must be equally sophisticated, 

anchored in coordination, intelligence-led 

operations, and technological innovation.

Mr. Gagandeep Singh, Regional CBP Attache, 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. 

Embassy opined that multi-agency and 

multinational task forces are demon-

strating how collaborative 

teamwork can outpace even 

the most organised and 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  a d e p t 

smuggling syndicates. He 

emphasised that public-private partnerships 

are indispensable, as enforcement efforts 

alone are insufficient to curb the menace. By 

educating and actively engaging first points 

of contact in trade and travel ecosystems, he 

noted, agencies can significantly amplify 

their collective impact against illicit trade.

The conference witnessed an overwhelming 

response from more than 350 industry 

captains, representatives from consumer 

forums, enforcement agencies, government 

officials, legal experts, among 

others. The 5th Edition of Anti-

Smuggling Day concluded with a 

renewed commitment from all 

s takeholders  to  s t reng then 

coordinated action against illicit 

trade, reinforcing the need 

for sustained enforce-

m e n t  a n d  g l o b a l 

c o o p e r a t i o n  t o 

s a f e g u a r d  t h e 

nation's economy 

and security.

31

Annual Report 2025-2026

media in inadvertently normalising illicit 

products. He cautioned that when such 

content is glamorised online, it shapes public 

perception and indirectly fuels the demand 

that sustains smuggling networks. He 

stressed that greater public awareness and 

responsible digital engagement are essential 

components in the broader fight against 

illicit trade.

Mr. Kristian Hölge, Regional Representative, 

UNODC Regional Office for South Asia, 

mentioned that smuggling today is a deeply 

transnational crime that no single country 

can combat in isolation. He noted that it 

requires strong and sustained partnerships 

linking law enforcement agencies, govern-

ments, and communities across borders. He 

further remarked that as modern smuggling 
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Smuggling Day concluded with a 

renewed commitment from all 

s takeholders  to  s t reng then 

coordinated action against illicit 

trade, reinforcing the need 

for sustained enforce-

m e n t  a n d  g l o b a l 

c o o p e r a t i o n  t o 

s a f e g u a r d  t h e 

nation's economy 

and security.
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media in inadvertently normalising illicit 

products. He cautioned that when such 

content is glamorised online, it shapes public 

perception and indirectly fuels the demand 

that sustains smuggling networks. He 

stressed that greater public awareness and 

responsible digital engagement are essential 

components in the broader fight against 

illicit trade.

Mr. Kristian Hölge, Regional Representative, 

UNODC Regional Office for South Asia, 

mentioned that smuggling today is a deeply 

transnational crime that no single country 

can combat in isolation. He noted that it 

requires strong and sustained partnerships 

linking law enforcement agencies, govern-

ments, and communities across borders. He 

further remarked that as modern smuggling 
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Mr. Sinha highlighted that the rapid evolution 

"Illicit trade is not merely an economic 

scourge- it is a multidimensional threat with 

g l o b a l  r e p e r c u s s i o n s ,"  a s s e r te d  M r. 

Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha, Former High 

Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom, 

during an insightful FICCI CASCADE Twitter 

Space session. Speaking on the theme 

"Building Strategic Alliances for a Unified 

Global Response against Illicit Trade," Mr. 

Sinha unpacked the complex nature of illicit 

markets and their growing linkages to 

organized crime and terrorism.

He further noted that many enforcement 

bodies, particularly in developing countries, 

are constrained by l imited resources, 

personnel shortages,  and fragmented 

regulatory frameworks, these factors severely 

hamper their ability to track, disrupt, and 

prosecute illicit trade. "It's not just about 

identifying illegal goods; it's about navigating 

a maze of concealment and legal hurdles," he 

said. Mr. Sinha emphasized that specialized 

training programmes, such as those led by 

FICCI CASCADE, are essential to strengthening 

enforcement capabilities and bridging critical 

operational gaps.

of criminal networks, leveraging shell 

companies, digital currencies, and global 

supply chains, has enabled illicit trade to 

flourish across borders. "What begins as 

counterfeit goods or smuggling operations 

often escalates into a broader threat, one 

that undermines national economies, 

endangers consumer safety, and erodes the 

rule of law," he said.

From counterfeit goods and smuggling to 

expansive black-market operations, illicit 

trade undermines economic stabil i ty, 

corrodes institutional trust, and weakens the 

rule of law. Enforcement agencies face 

mounting challenges due to the scale, 

complexity, and sophistication of these 

n e t wo r k s .  " T h e  s p raw l i n g  n a t u re  o f 

international supply chains, coupled with the 

immense volume of global trade, makes 

inspection and monitoring a formidable task," 

Mr. Sinha remarked.

D r a w i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y 

implications, Mr. Sinha stressed the nexus 

between illicit trade and terrorism financing. 

"Illicit trade isn't just draining public finances, 

but it is also empowering extremist groups 

with untraceable funds," he warned. Porous 

TWITTER PODCAST ON
Building Strategic Alliances for a Unified Global 
Response against Illicit Trade

April 25, 2025|New Delhi

Mr. Sinha called for a globally synchronized 

response built on intelligence-sharing, 

technological  integrat ion,  and pol icy 

harmonization. "A coordinated framework-

rooted in trust, secure communications, and 

real-time access to actionable intelligence is 

essential," he said. "Standardized data 

formats  and mutual  legal  ass istance 

agreements can go a long way in turning 

fragmented efforts into unified action."

Commending FICCI CASCADE's proactive role, 

he stated, "Platforms like these are vital, not 

only for raising awareness, but also for 

t r a n s l a t i n g  c o n c e r n  i n t o  c o n c r e t e 

enforcement and policy responses. By 

bringing together industry, law enforcement, 

and policymakers, FICCI CASCADE is building 

borders and weak surveillance mechanisms 

make it easier for smuggled goods and dirty 

money to move undetected, with devastating 

consequences for regional stability.

the foundation for a stronger, more resilient 

fight against illicit trade."

The session concluded with a strong message: 

countering illicit trade requires not just 

reactive measures, but sustained global 

collaboration, consumer education, and a 

robust investment in institutional capacity. 

"Strategic alliances and shared responsibility 

are the keys to dismantling the economic and 

security threats posed by this shadow 

economy," Mr. Sinha affirmed.

with Mr. Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha, Former High Commissioner of India 
to the United Kingdom

TWITTER PODCAST ON

Mr. Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha
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"Organized crime and illicit trade are deeply 

i n te rco n n e c te d ,  fo r m i n g  a  m u t u a l l y 

reinforcing ecosystem that causes severe 

economic damage," asserted Mr. Ajai Sahni, 

Executive Director, Institute for Conflict 

Management, Delhi, during an insightful FICCI 

CASCADE Twitter Space session. Speaking on 

the theme "Disrupting Organized Crime: 

Enforcement Strategies for a Borderless 

Threat," Mr. Sahni highlighted that illicit trade 

rang ing  f rom counter fe i t  goods  and 

smuggling to trafficking in narcotics, wildlife, 

and  substandard  products ,  prov ides 

organized crime networks with enormous, 

In recent years, organized crime has evolved 

rapidly in response to globalization, digital 

trade, and expanding online marketplaces. 

Criminal networks now operate across 

borders with remarkable agility, leveraging 

anonymized online platforms, social media, 

dark web marketplaces, and sophisticated 

logistics to distribute illicit goods at scale. 

The rise of small-parcel shipping, digital 

payments, and cryptocurrencies has further 

complicated detection and enforcement. At 

the same time, gaps persist in tackling illicit 

t rade ,  par t i cu la r l y  in  uneven  po l i cy 

frameworks, l imited awareness among 

consumers and businesses, and enforcement 

challenges such as capacity constraints, 

jurisdictional overlaps, and inadequate use of 

intelligence-driven tools. These weaknesses 

allow criminal networks to stay ahead of 

tradit ional  enforcement mechanisms, 

underscoring the need for coordinated and 

adaptive responses.

low-risk and high-profit revenue streams. 

These proceeds are often laundered and 

reinvested into other criminal activities, 

strengthening syndicates and enabling them 

to corrupt institutions and evade law 

enforcement. The economic consequences 

are far-reaching: legitimate industries suffer 

revenue losses, governments are deprived of 

critical tax income, innovation is stifled, and 

j o b  l o s s e s  m o u n t .  S e c t o r s  s u c h  a s 

pharmaceuticals, FMCG, tobacco, electronics, 

textiles, and e-commerce are particularly 

vulnerable due to complex supply chains, 

high consumer demand, price sensitivity, and 

regulatory gaps that criminals exploit with 

ease.

To effectively disrupt illicit trade and 

organized crime, policymakers must prioritise 

t h r e e  k e y  e n f o r c e m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s : 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  l e g a l 

frameworks with deterrent penalt ies ; 

TWITTER PODCAST ON

November 26,  2025|New Delhi

Disrupting Organized Crime: Enforcement 
Strategies for a Borderless Threat
with Mr. Ajai Sahni, Executive Director, Institute for Conflict Management, Delhi

The session concluded with a strong message: 

combating organized crime and illicit trade 

demands sustained vigi lance,  mutual 

responsibility, and coordinated action across 

borders and sectors. Only through robust 

leveraging technology such as artificial 

intelligence, data analytics, and supply-chain 

tracking to detect and prevent illicit flows; 

a n d  fo s te r i n g  ro b u s t  p u b l i c- p r i v a te 

par tnerships .  Col laborat ion  between 

governments, industry, and civil society, 

through initiatives such as those led by FICCI 

CASCADE plays a pivotal role in intelligence 

sharing, capacity building, and awareness 

generation. By combining enforcement with 

p reve n t i ve  m e a s u re s ,  te c h n o lo g i c a l 

i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n , 

stakeholders can build greater resilience 

against the economic and social impact of 

organized crime and illicit trade, ensuring 

that markets remain transparent, competitive, 

and secure.

enforcement, intelligent use of technology, 

informed consumer choices, and effective 

publ ic-pr ivate  col laborat ion can the 

economic and social harms of illicit trade be 

meaningfully reduced and the integrity of 

legitimate markets safeguarded.

The strong interest in the session was 

reflected in the overwhelming participation of 

over 25,000 attendees.

TWITTER PODCAST ON

Mr. Ajai Sahni
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Kerala stated that illicit trade is not only 

harming legitimate businesses but also 

significantly undermining government 

revenues.  Shri Hanish opined that the state's 

firm resolve to combat this threat through a 

comprehensive strategy-strengthening 

sur ve i l l ance  mechan isms ,  dep loy ing 

advanced technologies at key checkpoints, 

and fostering seamless inter-agency coordi-

nation. He commended the initiative, saying, 

FICCI CASCADE's seminar is a timely interven-

tion that will elevate public consciousness 

and strengthen collaboration among all 

stakeholders in the fight against smuggling.

While delivering the welcome address, Dr M I 

Sahadulla, Immediate Past Chairman, FICCI 

Kerala State Council emphasized on the need 

to address existing policy gaps, enforcement 

challenges, limited public awareness, and 

emerging digital vulnerabilities in the battle 

against illicit trade. He emphasized that 

leveraging technological advancements such 

as authentication mechanisms, traceability 

frameworks, and AI-driven surveillance will 

be instrumental in curbing counterfeiting and 

smuggling. Dr. Sahadulla further highlighted 

that consumer education must form the 

cornerstone of any effective strategy. "An 

informed consumer," he mentioned, "serves 

as the first line of defense against illicit 

goods." Fostering a culture rooted in aware-

ness, ethical consumption, and shared 

responsibility, he added, is vital to sustaining 

long-term impact.

Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former 

Chairman, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 

Customs shared a detailed presentation on 

"Outlining the Landscape of Illicit Trade 

Practices - Analysis & Implications," offering 

deep insights into the evolving dynamics and 

far-reaching consequences of illicit trade.  Mr. 

Jha noted that India's robust economic growth 

has given rise to a dynamic and increasingly 

aspirational consumer base. Between 1999-

2000 and 2022-23, rural and urban consump-

tion at current prices surged 7.6 times driven 

by higher incomes, rapid urbanisation, and 

improved access to education and economic 

opportunities. However, this surge in aspira-

tions has not always been matched by 

corresponding purchasing power, creating 

fertile ground for illicit trade and counterfeit-

ing. He also mentioned that smugglers are 

exploiting price disparities and regulatory 

gaps to tap into this unmet demand.

Mr. Baby Mathew Somatheeram, Chairman & 

Managing Director, Somatheeram Ayurveda 

Group & Convenor FICCI Tourism Committee 

stated that that Kerala too has fallen victim to 

the growing menace of counterfeiting, 

smuggling, and contrabands. These persistent 

threats have far-reaching consequences, 

affecting industries, law enforcement agen-

cies, consumers, the government, and the 

economy at large. The expanding market for 

illicit goods is spreading rapidly and poses 

one of the most significant challenges facing 

Indian industry today.
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F
ICCI CASCADE organized a seminar titled 

"Proactive Approaches to Combat 

Counterfeiting and Smuggling" on 21st 

May, Trivandrum, Kerala aimed at addressing 

the growing threat posed by illicit trade. The 

seminar brought together policymakers, 

enforcement agencies, industry representa-

tives, and civil society to discuss collaborative 

strategies to curb counterfeiting and smug-

gling, which have far-reaching implications 

for public safety, economic stability, and 

national security.

While speaking at the seminar, Shri. P 

Rajeeve, Hon'ble Minister for Law, Industries, 

and Coir, Government of Kerala, emphasized 

that the proliferation of counterfeit and 

smuggled goods poses significant risks to 

society. These illegal activities endanger 

public health, obstruct economic growth, and 

in certain cases, contribute to the funding of 

organized crime and terrorism. The Minister 

underscored the need for a coordinated, 

Sharing his perspective on the economic 

impact of illicit trade, Shri. A P M Mohammed 

Hanish, Principal Secretary, Department of 

Industries & Commerce, Government of 

He further reaffirmed the Kerala govern-

ment's strong commitment in addressing this 

issue through collaborative measures involv-

ing law enforcement, industry partners, and 

local communities. The Minister highlighted 

the adoption of advanced technologies such 

as drone-based surveillance for real-time 

monitoring, especially in vulnerable coastal 

and border regions. He also commended FICCI 

CASCADE for its ongoing efforts in raising 

awareness and mobilizing public support to 

reject and resist the circulation of counterfeit 

and smuggled products.

multi-stakeholder approach that involves 

government entities, industry associations, 

and civil society working together to safe-

guard national interests and the welfare of 

citizens.
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A key highlight of the seminar was a thought-

provoking panel discussion on "Policies to 

Prevent Counterfeiting and Smuggling," where 

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 

Delhi, offered valuable insights into the 

growing reach of the illicit market. He shed 

light on the grey market's rapid expansion in 

rural India, particularly among the emerging 

middle- and lower-income segments. Once 

primarily confined to urban, high-income 

areas, counterfeiting and smuggling have now 

made deep inroads into rural regions, 

underscoring the expanding scale and reach 

of these illicit activities. Mr. Chand noted that 

both the central  government and the 

Government of Kerala have taken proactive 

measures to curb this growing threat.

Dr. Tiju Thomas ,  Commissioner of GST, 

Customs and Central Excise cited that there is 

a strong connection between gold smuggling 

and money laundering in the country. Gold 

being a low volume, high value item which is 

easily concealable, transportable and quickly 

disposable, finds wide acceptance among 

money laundering syndicates. He also 

pointed to a notable rise in the number of 

cigarette seizures in 2023-2024, with a total of 

90.98 million units confiscated. Adding further 

depth and perspective to the discussion, the 

panel featured several distinguished experts 

from diverse sectors. The esteemed panellists 

i n c l u d e d ;  D r.  A r u l  R  B  K r i s h n a ,  I PS , 

Superintendent of Police, Railways, Kerala; Mr. 

Kalliyoor Sasi, Vice President, Kerala Film 

Chamber, General Secretary, Kerala Film 
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Business Manager Kerala - STN, HMD Global 

Oy.

The seminar saw a gathering of over 150 

industry captains, consumer forum represen-

tatives, government officials, and various 

stakeholders from across sectors. Their active 

participation and diverse perspectives 

underscored a shared commitment in tackling 

the growing menace of illicit trade through 

collaborative dialogue and actionable policy 

solutions
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Delivering the keynote address, Mr. Pranesh 

Pathak, Chief Commissioner of Customs, 

Ahmedabad Zone, highlighted the escalating 

threat posed by organized smuggling opera-

tions in the wake of India's economic growth 

and expanding global trade. He apprised that 

as the nation's economy continues to 

expand, it has become an attractive target 

for sophisticated illicit syndicates. 

From gold, liquor, and narcotics 

to cigarettes and high-end 

luxury watches, there has been 

a marked surge in attempts to 

FICCI CASCADE has been at the forefront 

of raising awareness about the grave 

t h r e a t s  p o s e d  b y  i l l i c i t  t r a d e . 

Recognizing the widespread consequences of 

counterfeiting and smuggling on public 

health, safety, and economic well-being, 

CASCADE has been conducting pan-India 

seminars to educate stakeholders and 

mobilize action. In line with this direction, 

FICCI CASCADE organized a seminar titled, 

"Illicit Trade in Focus: State - Level Action 

Against Counterfeiting & Smuggling" on 30th 

June 2025 at Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Mr. Pathak opined that such activities not 

only result in significant revenue losses but 

also pose grave risks to national security, 

public health, and the legitimate economy. 

Citing an example, he highlighted how 

Godhra Customs seized over 8 million 

counterfeit cigarettes, psychotropic sub-

stances valued at over Rs. 150 crore and 

luxury watches worth Rs. 13 crores. He 

mentioned that these substantial seizures, 

serve as a stark reminder of the audacity and 

evolving tactics employed by illicit trade 

networks to undermine the nation's eco-

nomic integrity.

illegally transport goods across India's 

borders, added Mr. Pathak.

Mr. Neeraj Kumar Badgujar ,  Additional 

Commissioner of Police, Ahmedabad City, 

Gujarat stated that illicit trade not only 
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strengthens criminal networks but also poses 

serious threats to public safety and eco-

nomic stability. He underscored the need for 

law enforcement agencies  to  remain 

proactive through intelligence-led policing, 

enhanced inter-agency coordination, and 

active community engagement. Mr. Badgujar 

further said that raising public awareness is 

a vital component in the collective fight 

against smuggling and counterfeiting.

Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE 

and Former Chairman, Central 

B o a rd  o f  I n d i re c t  Taxe s  a n d 

Customs, in his presentation titled 

"Outlining the Landscape of Illicit 

Trade Practices - Analysis & Implications," 

highlighted that smuggling thrives on cost 

arbitrage driven by high indirect taxes and 

regulatory loopholes. He explained that 

when duties on products such as tobacco, 

liquor, and gold are excessively high, they 

create strong incentives for illegal trade, 

which undermines legitimate businesses and 

leads to significant revenue losses for the 

government. Mr. Jha emphasized that the 

disparity between legal and illegal market 

prices not only distorts fair competition but 

also exposes consumers to counterfeit and 

substandard goods, posing serious risks to 

public health and safety.

Emphasizing the urgent need for a compre-

hensive strategy to combat illicit trade, Mr. 

Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 

Delhi, while chairing a panel discussion on 

policies to prevent counterfeiting and 

51

Annual Report 2025-2026



Delivering the keynote address, Mr. Pranesh 

Pathak, Chief Commissioner of Customs, 

Ahmedabad Zone, highlighted the escalating 

threat posed by organized smuggling opera-

tions in the wake of India's economic growth 

and expanding global trade. He apprised that 

as the nation's economy continues to 

expand, it has become an attractive target 

for sophisticated illicit syndicates. 

From gold, liquor, and narcotics 

to cigarettes and high-end 

luxury watches, there has been 

a marked surge in attempts to 

FICCI CASCADE has been at the forefront 

of raising awareness about the grave 

t h r e a t s  p o s e d  b y  i l l i c i t  t r a d e . 

Recognizing the widespread consequences of 

counterfeiting and smuggling on public 

health, safety, and economic well-being, 

CASCADE has been conducting pan-India 

seminars to educate stakeholders and 

mobilize action. In line with this direction, 

FICCI CASCADE organized a seminar titled, 

"Illicit Trade in Focus: State - Level Action 

Against Counterfeiting & Smuggling" on 30th 

June 2025 at Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Mr. Pathak opined that such activities not 

only result in significant revenue losses but 

also pose grave risks to national security, 

public health, and the legitimate economy. 

Citing an example, he highlighted how 

Godhra Customs seized over 8 million 

counterfeit cigarettes, psychotropic sub-

stances valued at over Rs. 150 crore and 

luxury watches worth Rs. 13 crores. He 

mentioned that these substantial seizures, 

serve as a stark reminder of the audacity and 

evolving tactics employed by illicit trade 

networks to undermine the nation's eco-

nomic integrity.

illegally transport goods across India's 

borders, added Mr. Pathak.

Mr. Neeraj Kumar Badgujar ,  Additional 

Commissioner of Police, Ahmedabad City, 

Gujarat stated that illicit trade not only 

50

Annual Report 2025-2026

SEMINAR ON
ILLICIT TRADE IN FOCUS: STATE – LEVEL ACTION 

AGAINST COUNTERFEITING & SMUGGLING
June 30, 2025| Ahmedabad, Gujarat

strengthens criminal networks but also poses 

serious threats to public safety and eco-

nomic stability. He underscored the need for 

law enforcement agencies  to  remain 

proactive through intelligence-led policing, 

enhanced inter-agency coordination, and 

active community engagement. Mr. Badgujar 

further said that raising public awareness is 

a vital component in the collective fight 

against smuggling and counterfeiting.

Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE 

and Former Chairman, Central 

B o a rd  o f  I n d i re c t  Taxe s  a n d 

Customs, in his presentation titled 

"Outlining the Landscape of Illicit 

Trade Practices - Analysis & Implications," 

highlighted that smuggling thrives on cost 

arbitrage driven by high indirect taxes and 

regulatory loopholes. He explained that 

when duties on products such as tobacco, 

liquor, and gold are excessively high, they 

create strong incentives for illegal trade, 

which undermines legitimate businesses and 

leads to significant revenue losses for the 

government. Mr. Jha emphasized that the 

disparity between legal and illegal market 

prices not only distorts fair competition but 

also exposes consumers to counterfeit and 

substandard goods, posing serious risks to 

public health and safety.

Emphasizing the urgent need for a compre-

hensive strategy to combat illicit trade, Mr. 

Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 

Delhi, while chairing a panel discussion on 

policies to prevent counterfeiting and 

51

Annual Report 2025-2026



smuggling, stated that counterfeiting and 

smuggling are not just economic crimes but 

they are serious threats to national security, 

public health, and consumer trust. We need 

coordinated policy reforms, real-time 

intelligence sharing, and stronger public-

private collaboration, as well as raising 

consumer awareness to stop these traffick-

ers. Such an approach rooted in both preven-

tion and enforcement are key to protecting 

legitimate businesses and safeguarding 

India's economic future.

The panel also featured distinguished 

speakers who brought diverse perspectives 

to the discussion. The other speakers 

included Mr. Shrikant Awachar, Additional 

Director, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, 

Ahmedabad Zonal Unit; Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice 

President- Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd. and 

M s .  A n i n d i t a  M e h t a ,  C E O,  C o n s u m e r 

Education & Research Centre.

Bringing in a local perspective and reinforc-

ing the industry-government partnership, 

Mr. Parth Desai and Dr. Jaimin Vasa, Members 

of the FICCI Gujarat State Council, shared 

their insights and emphasized the need for 

collective action at the state level to effec-

tively combat the menace of illicit trade.

The programme witnessed an enthusiastic 

participation from over 200 stakeholders, 

including industry experts, government 

o ffic ia ls ,  enforcement  agenc ies ,  and 

informed consumers. Their active engage-

ment contributed to meaningful dialogue 

and knowledge sharing, while also benefiting 

from insights on the emerging developments, 

challenges, and collaborative strategies to 

combat illicit trade.
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FICCI CASCADE has consistently played a 

catalytic role in spotlighting the 

multifaceted risks posed by illicit trade 

and galvanising collective action against it. 

With counterfeiting and smuggling increas-

ingly impacting public health, consumer 

safety, and economic stability, CASCADE has 

been dr iv ing nat ionwide engagement 

through a series of pan-India awareness and 

capacity-building seminars. Continuing this 

sustained outreach, FICCI CASCADE organised 

a seminar titled "Strengthening Security: 

Strategies to Combat Counterfeiting and 

Smuggling" on 13th November 2025 in 

Kolkata, bringing together key stakeholders 

to deliberate on effective countermeasures.

M r .  B i p l a b  M i t r a , 

Minister-in-Charge, 

Consumer Affairs 

D e p a r t m e n t , 

Government 

o f  W e s t 

B e n g a l , 

g raced the 

occasion as the Chief Guest. He highlighted 

that counterfeiting and smuggling not only 

undermine legitimate businesses but also 

exploit consumers by exposing them to 

u n s a f e  a n d  s u b s t a n d a r d  p r o d u c t s . 

Emphasising that the protection of consumer 

rights is fundamental to building a fair and 

transparent marketplace, he called for a 

collective and coordinated effort involving 

government agencies, industry, and civil 

society. He noted that awareness and 

vigilance remain the most effective tools to 

ensure that consumers are not victimised by 

illicit trade.

M r.  M i t r a  f u r t h e r  u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e 

Government of West Bengal's strong commit-

ment to safeguarding consumer interests 

through close coordination with law enforce-

ment agencies, industry stakeholders, and 

local communities. He opined that the state 

is increasingly leveraging technology and 

intelligence-led surveillance to detect and 

deter illicit activities, particularly in border 

and coastal regions. He also commended 

FICCI CASCADE for its sustained efforts in 

empowering consumers and fostering 

collaboration to counter the growing threats 

posed by counterfeit and smuggled goods.
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Highlighting the importance of robust 

gove r n a n ce  i n  t a c k l i n g  i l l i c i t  t ra d e , 

Mr. Tirthankar Halder, Special Secretary, 

Consumer Affairs Department, Government of 

West Bengal, while addressing the seminar, 

reiterated the state's commitment to 

strengthening consumer protection and 

enhancing enforcement coordination to curb 

illicit trade in the region.

Ms. Sonali Ghosal, Co-Chair, FICCI West 

Bengal State Council and Managing Director, 

Nightingale Group of Companies, accentu-

ated that il l icit activities such as 

counterfeiting and smuggling are not 

merely regulatory or legal viola-

tions, but reflect deeper structural 

challenges that disrupt manufacturing 

ecosystems, undermine the rule of law, and 

divert the benefits of economic development 

away from legitimate stakeholders.

Mr. P.C. Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Chairman, CBIC, delivered an in-

depth presentation outlining the landscape 

of illicit trade practices, their analysis, and 

broader implications. He highlighted that 

illicit trade poses a direct threat to India's 

tax framework by depriving the government 

of vital revenues required for nation-

building. He stated that counterfeiting and 

smuggling distort fair competition, erode the 

tax base, and weaken the formal economy. 

Emphasising India's ambition to achieve a $5 

trillion economy, he underscored the need to 

strengthen compliance, reinforce GST 

enforcement mechanisms, and plug revenue 

leakages. He further stressed that sustained 

coordination among tax authorities, enforce-

ment agencies, and industry stakeholders is 

essential to protect both consumers and the 

public exchequer.
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The panel discussion on the theme "Policies 

to Prevent Counterfeiting and Smuggling" 

explored key regulatory, enforcement, and 

collaborative measures needed to curb illicit 

trade and protect legitimate markets. 

Addressing the session, Mr. K. Ramakrishnan, 

Additional Director General, Kolkata Zonal 

Unit, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 

(DRI), emphasised that combating counter-

feiting and smuggling is central to DRI's 

Mr. Vidit Raj Bhundesh, Deputy Commissioner 

(Detective Department), Kolkata Police, 

highlighted that the growing menace of 

counterfeiting and smuggling poses a 

serious threat not only to the econ-

omy but also to public safety and 

national security. He emphasised 

that the police play an important 

frontline role in detecting, investi-

gating, and dismantling i l l icit 

networks that often operate across 

state boundaries and international 

borders. He further underscored the 

mandate of protecting India's economic 

security. He shed light on the fact that such 

illicit activities result in significant revenue 

losses for the government, distort fair trade, 

and pose serious risks to consumer safety. 

Highlighting the role of intelligence-led 

enforcement and coordinated action, he 

reaffirmed DRI's commitment to dismantling 

organised smuggling networks, intercepting 

counterfeit goods, and strengthening collab-

oration and public awareness to preserve the 

integrity of India's markets.
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need to strengthen intelligence-sharing 

mechanisms, enhance inter-agency coordi-

nation, and build specialised capacities 

within law enforcement to effectively 

respond to the evolving nature of these 

crimes. He added that sustained collabora-

tion with industry and other stakeholders is 

equally essential to disrupt supply chains 

and curb illicit trade at its source.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate 

Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted that every 

smuggled cigarette sold not only deprives 

the nation of vital revenue but also fuels 

organised crime. He stressed the need to 

change prevailing mindsets, strengthen 

enforcement, and support a fair and lawful 

industry. He further mentioned that the legal 

cigarette industry in India is under significant 

pressure from illicit and counterfeit trade. 

Despite being a highly regulated product, 

factors such as high taxation and misinfor-

mation about legal products are pushing 

consumers towards illegal alternatives, 

adversely affecting public health and the 

economy.

The programme witnessed an enthusiastic 

participation from over 200 stakeholders, 

including industry experts, government 

o ffic ia ls ,  enforcement  agenc ies ,  and 

informed consumers. Their active engage-

ment contributed to meaningful dialogue 

and knowledge sharing, while also benefiting 

from insights on the emerging developments, 

challenges, and collaborative strategies to 

combat illicit trade.

Other key panellists included Mr. Deep 

Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former 

Special Commissioner of Police; Mr. Harsh V. 

Agarwal, Executive Director, Oriplast and 

Member, FICCI; Mr. Sandeep Sengupta , 

Director, Indian School of Ethical Hacking 

(ISOEH) and Mr. Supriyo Ghosh, Partner, 

Girish Chandra Ghosh & G.G.S.
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In its continued endeavour to strengthen 

enforcement capacit ies and foster 

collaborative action against the growing 

menace of ill icit trade, FICCI CASCADE 

organised a capacity-building programme for 

police officers of Delhi. The initiative aimed 

to sensitise law enforcement personnel to 

the multifaceted challenges posed by illicit 

trade, which spans across sectors and 

increasingly involves sophisticated, technol-

ogy-enab led  c r imina l  ne tworks .  The 

programme brought together senior police 

officials, industry leaders, legal experts, and 

cyber specialists to share insights, exchange 

best practices, and explore strategies to 

protect legitimate markets and national 

interests.

Delivering the keynote address as Chief 

Guest, Mr. Mohammad Ali, Deputy Director, 

Training, Delhi Police, highlighted the 

increasing sophistication of illicit trade 

networks and the critical 

need for anticipatory 

and well-coordinated 

e n f o r c e m e n t 

s t r a t e g i e s .  H e 

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 

Delhi, shared his insights on the magnitude 

of illicit trade and its damaging ripple 

effects. He stressed that counterfeiting, 

pointed out that illicit trade today is not an 

isolated phenomenon, it is intricately linked 

to organized criminal syndicates and finan-

cial fraud, posing serious threats to both 

national security and economic growth.

Mr. Ali underscored that the role of the police 

has become more demanding than ever. "Our 

officers must be armed not only with modern 

tools and intelligence, but also with the 

ability to collaborate seamlessly across 

agencies," he remarked. Strengthening 

operational capabilities, sharpening investi-

gative skills, and fostering inter-agency 

partnerships, he added, are essential to 

protecting legitimate trade and national 

interests.

62

Annual Report 2025-2026

CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS ON 
ILLICIT TRADE, FRAUD & ORGANIZED CRIME: BUILDING 
ENFORCEMENT CAPACITY FOR A SAFER MARKETPLACE

July 28, 2025| Rajendra Nagar, Delhi

smuggling, and related offences are far from 

minor infractions, they directly weaken the 

rule of law, erode business confidence, and 

fuel organized syndicates. He observed that 

initiatives like this programme play a vital 

role in building a vigilant and well-prepared 

enforcement ecosystem.

A highlight of the programme was an interac-

tive session titled "Partnering for Protection: 

Collaborative Approaches to Combat Illicit 

Trade, Fraud & Organized Crime." This 

session brought together a distinguished 

panel of experts who offered cross-sector 

viewpoints, shared on-ground experiences, 

and explored innovative enforcement 

strategies.

Ad d i n g  to  t h e  i n d u s t r y  p e rs p e c t i ve , 

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President, Corporate 

Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted the significant 

economic implications of il l icit trade, 

particularly within the tobacco sector. He 

emphasized that the sustained growth and 

effective regulation of the tobacco industry 

are crucial not only for industrial develop-

ment but also for strengthening national 

economic stability and preventing the 

diversion of funds into illegal channels He 

noted that illicit trade undermines legitimate 

businesses, erodes government revenues, 

and fuels organised criminal networks.

From a legal and technological perspective, 

Mr. Pavan Duggal, Advocate, Supreme Court 

of India, Expert and Authority on Cyber Law, 

Cyber Security Law, Artificial Intelligence Law 

& E-commerce law, shed light on the growing 

overlap between cybercrime and illicit trade 

in an increasingly digital economy. He 

emphasized that enforcement officers must 
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Mr. Yogesh Malhotra, Assistant Commissioner 

of Police, Specialized Training Centre, stated 

that today's session was not just informative 

be adept at handling digital evidence, 

tackling cyber-enabled fraud, and countering 

emerging AI-driven threats that empower 

illegal networks.

With the active participation of over 150 

police officers, the programme reinforced the 

importance of united efforts between 

enforcement agencies and industry to 

safeguard legitimate markets and national 

security.

Among the eminent panellists were Mr. 

Akshay Sahi, Director IES Prime, Dex and 

Returns/NCRC, Amazon and Colonel Ravi 

Madhok, CPP, CLPOS, VSM, Senior Director & 

Group Head, Asset Protection and Security, 

Flipkart. Drawing from their extensive 

industry experience, they shed light on the 

evolving tactics of illicit operators in the e-

commerce ecosystem, the growing role of 

data-driven intelligence, and the need for 

agile, technology-enabled enforcement 

frameworks.

but transformative. It reinforced the urgency 

of cross-sector collaboration and provided 

our officers with key insights they can 

immediately put into practice.
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F
ICCI CASCADE organised a capacity 

building programme for the police 

officers of Haryana on the theme titled 

"Enforcement Against Illicit Economies: 

S t re n g t h e n i n g  t h e  Ro le  o f  Po l i ce  i n 

Preventing Transnational Crime", aimed at 

fostering dialogue and coordinated action 

against the growing threat of illicit trade. The 

programme brought together senior law 

enforcement officials, industry leaders, and 

international delegates to discuss the 

multifaceted challenges posed by counter-

feiting and smuggling, their impact on 

economic growth, public safety, and con-

sumer trust, and the critical role of coordi-

nated enforcement efforts. 

Addressing the programme and highlighting 

the importance of law enforcement in 

society, Mr. Karan Goel IPS ,  DCP/West, 

Haryana Police Service, affirmed the pivotal 

role of law enforcement in safeguarding 

economic and social stability. He observed 

that illicit activities such as counterfeiting 

and smuggling strike at the very foundation 

of India's aspiration to become a $5-trillion 

economy. These clandestine operations not 

only undermine legitimate businesses but 

also drain government revenues, hinder 

overall economic progress, and weaken the 

broader societal framework. Mr. Goel empha-

sized that confronting this menace collec-

tively is essential to fortifying the economy 

against its corrosive effects.

He further highlighted that these illegal 

practices deprive lawful enterprises of their 

rightful share, endanger public safety, and 

erode consumer trust. Such challenges 

Echoing these concerns, Mr. Deep Chand, 

Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Special 

Commissioner of Police, New Delhi, noted 

that counterfeiting and smuggling have wide-

ranging detrimental impacts. These activities 

lead to significant losses for 

leg i t imate businesses , 

undermine consumer 

confidence, deprive 

the nation of essen-

t ia l  revenue,  and 

underscore the necessity for law enforce-

ment agencies to be well-equipped, ade-

quately trained, and fully informed, ensuring 

they can protect citizens effectively from the 

dangers posed by illicit trade and uphold 

public confidence.
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consequently hamper economic growth and 

development. In addition, the public health 

risks associated with counterfeit products 

remain a serious concern, threatening the 

safety and well-being of citizens.

Ms. SHIMIZU Hiroko, Chairperson, IIPPF, 

opined that counterfeiting and smuggling 

extend beyond national borders, jeopardiz-

ing the integrity of global trade systems. She 

emphasized that such illicit activities are not 

merely economic offences but also harm 

consumers, distort competition, and stifle 

innovation. Ms. Hiroko stressed the impor-

tance of fostering stronger international 

collaboration and building resilient partner-

ships among governments, enforcement 

agencies, and industry stakeholders to 

effectively tackle this challenge.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate 

Affairs, ITC Ltd. mentioned that counterfeit 

trade and smuggling significantly impede 

India's economic potential. He emphasized 

that even a 50% reduction in illicit trade 

could unlock substantial economic growth, 

generate employment, and bolster legitimate 

businesses, contributing directly to India's 

journey toward self-reliance. Mr. Paul 

highlighted the importance of raising 

awareness among young enforcement 

officials and informed consumers as a critical 

step toward strengthening enforcement 

mechanisms, supporting informed decision-

making, and advancing the Prime Minister's 

vision of an Atmanirbhar Bharat by 2047.

The Interactive Session titled "A Unified 

Global Front: Strategic Action Against Illicit 

Markets", featured active participation by 

the Japan delegation, including representa-

tives from Seiko Epson, Yonex, Kubota, 

Canon, Casio India, Panasonic Life Solutions 

India, and Honda Motorcycle & Scooter India 
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Pvt. Ltd. The delegation shared their per-

spectives on the challenges posed by illicit 

trade, its impact on industry and consumers, 

and the need for stronger international 

cooperation, innovative enforcement strate-

gies, and collaborative industry-government 

action to dismantle these illegal networks.

FICCI CASCADE has been working closely over 

the years with government, industry, enforce-

ment officials, legal fraternity, consumer 

organizations and the youth to create 

awareness about the detrimental impact of 

counterfeiting and smuggling.  Among other 

activities, FICCI CASCADE has been regularly 

engaging with law enforcement agencies 

including police, customs and central armed 

police forces engaged in border protection in 

sensitizing them on the gravity of the prob-

lem.

The programme witnessed enthusiastic 

participation from over 150 officers in 

Haryana, who gained valuable insights and 

skills to counter the adverse effects of 

counterfeiting and smuggling.
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F
ICCI CASCADE organised a Capacity 

Building Programme for police officers 

in Kolkata on 12th November 2025, 

focusing on the theme 'Prevention of 

C o u n t e r f e i t i n g  a n d  S m u g g l i n g '.  T h e 

programme brought together over 80 senior 

police officials and industry representatives 

to deliberate on enforcement challenges, 

share real-world case experiences, and 

e x p l o r e  c o l l a b o ra t i v e  s t ra t e g i e s  t o 

s t rengthen ant i -smuggl ing and ant i -

counterfeiting operations. The initiative 

aimed to enhance investigative capabilities 

and promote closer coordination between 

law enforcement agencies and industry 

stakeholders in tackling economic offences.

Addressing the programme, Mr Amit Verma, 

Deputy Commissioner of Police, Kolkata, 

emphasized the critical role of law enforce-

ment in safeguarding society and ensuring 

fair trade. He noted that illicit trade not only 

undermines legitimate businesses but also 

erodes public trust, threatens consumer 

safety, and weakens the social and economic 

fabric of the nation. Mr Verma also com-

mended FICCI CASCADE for creating a plat-

form that enables meaningful dialogue 

between law enforcement, industry, and civil 

society, thereby fostering greater awareness 

and proactive engagement.

He stressed that tackling this complex 

c h a l le n ge  re q u i re s  a  m u l t i - p ro n ge d 

approach, combining stringent enforcement, 

intelligence-led operations, community 

awareness, and collaborative partnerships. 
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By working together, he mentioned, stake-

holders can not only curb the spread of 

counterfeit and smuggled goods but also 

strengthen market integrity, protect consum-

ers, and bolster economic resilience against 

illicit trade.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate 

Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted corporate 

strategies to mitigate illicit trade. These 

include empowering consumers as the first 

line of defence, enhancing supply chain 

monitoring, collaborating with enforcement 

agencies, incentivising vigilance, and lever-

aging technology for product traceability and 

early detection of counterfeits. According to 

Mr. Deep Chand IPS, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE 

and Former Special Commissioner of Police, 

New Delhi, outlined key drivers of illicit trade 

in India, including price differentials with 

neighbouring countries, high tax arbitrage, 

high-margin and portable nature of certain 

products, organised crime networks, weak 

enforcement mechanisms, and widespread 

consumer unawareness that normalizes such 

trade. He mentioned that high taxation 

creates opportunities for illegal operators to 

exploit gaps and evade compliance.

Mr. Shahid Ali Khan ,  Brand Protection 

Manager (Legal), Marico. Ltd. talked about 

the growing challenges posed by counterfeit-

ing and illicit trade for consumer-facing 

industries. He accentuated that protecting 

brand integrity goes beyond legal enforce-

ment, it requires proactive monitoring of the 

FICCI estimates, illicit cigarette trade resulted 

in revenue losses exceeding Rs. 13,331 crores 

in 2019-20, while international estimates 

place the figure at over Rs. 21,000 crores, he 

added.
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market, collaboration with law enforcement 

agencies, and consumer awareness initia-

tives. Mr. Khan discussed the critical role of 

legal frameworks in combating counterfeiting 

and smuggling, the importance of timely 

action against infringers, and the value of 

leveraging technology to track and trace 

products across the supply chain.

The programme concluded with an engaging 

discussion where officers exchanged insights 

on real-world enforcement challenges, 

shared best practices, and explored collabo-

rative strategies to combat counterfeiting 

and smuggling. The interactive dialogue 

enabled law enforcement officers and 

industry representatives to identify gaps, 

deliberate on innovative solutions, and 

reinforce the importance of coordinated 

action
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T
he role of police department in 

combating illicit trade requires a 

comprehensive approach involving 

enforcement, intelligence, collaboration, 

public awareness, and technology utilization. 

In an effort, to tackle the escalating problem 

of counterfeiting and smuggling, FICCI 

CASCADE organized an extensive training 

program benefiting over 60 police officers 

from the Delhi Police. The programme 

underscored the pressing importance for law 

enforcement agencies to remain proactive in 

addressing the ever-evolving challenges 

posed by counterfeiting and smuggling, given 

their far-reaching global implications.

Mr. Yogesh Malhotra, Assistant Commissioner 

of Police, Specialized Training Centre, Delhi 

Police was the chief guest at the programme.  

He emphasised that it is imperative for 

pol ice officers to recognise the deep 

penetration of counterfeit and smuggled 

goods in the marketplace, noting that such 

He expressed his support for the initiative 

and highlighted that capacity-building 

programmes of this nature are critical in 

strengthening the skills, preparedness, and 

operational effectiveness of police personnel 

in addressing the complex challenges posed 

by illicit trade.

unlawful practices not only undermine the 

economy but also erode the social fabric, 

endanger public health, and adversely affect 

the overall well-being of citizens.

Highlighting the pivotal role of law enforce-

ment in society, Mr. O P Thakur, Inspector, 

Delhi Police, emphasized that police 

officers must understand crimes 

from the perspective of victims to 

fully appreciate the impact on 

their lives. He stressed the 

importance of recognizing 

every cognizable of fence, 

upholding the highest ethical 
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Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 

Delhi, highlighted the multifaceted impact of 

counterfeiting and smuggling. He noted that 

these illicit activities cause substantial 

losses to legitimate businesses, undermine 

and legal standards, and taking timely, 

decisive action against those who breach the 

law. By combining vigilance with empathy 

and professionalism, law enforcement 

cannot only enforce the law effectively but 

also strengthen the social fabric, deter illicit 

activities, and contribute to building safer 

and more resilient communities, he added.

consumer confidence, and deprive the nation 

of critical revenue, thereby impeding overall 

economic growth and development. In 

addition, he pointed out that the health risks 

posed by such unregulated products are a 

serious concern, directly threatening the 

well-being of the public.

A key highlight of the programme was the 

'Interactive Session on Industry Issues and 

C o l l a b o r a t i v e  A c t i o n s  N e e d e d  w i t h 

Enforcement Agencies to Counter Economic 

Offences', Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- 

Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd., stated that illicit 

trade has emerged as a new form of eco-

75

Annual Report 2025-2026



T
he role of police department in 

combating illicit trade requires a 

comprehensive approach involving 

enforcement, intelligence, collaboration, 

public awareness, and technology utilization. 

In an effort, to tackle the escalating problem 

of counterfeiting and smuggling, FICCI 

CASCADE organized an extensive training 

program benefiting over 60 police officers 

from the Delhi Police. The programme 

underscored the pressing importance for law 

enforcement agencies to remain proactive in 

addressing the ever-evolving challenges 

posed by counterfeiting and smuggling, given 

their far-reaching global implications.

Mr. Yogesh Malhotra, Assistant Commissioner 

of Police, Specialized Training Centre, Delhi 

Police was the chief guest at the programme.  

He emphasised that it is imperative for 

pol ice officers to recognise the deep 

penetration of counterfeit and smuggled 

goods in the marketplace, noting that such 

He expressed his support for the initiative 

and highlighted that capacity-building 

programmes of this nature are critical in 

strengthening the skills, preparedness, and 

operational effectiveness of police personnel 

in addressing the complex challenges posed 

by illicit trade.

unlawful practices not only undermine the 

economy but also erode the social fabric, 

endanger public health, and adversely affect 

the overall well-being of citizens.

Highlighting the pivotal role of law enforce-

ment in society, Mr. O P Thakur, Inspector, 

Delhi Police, emphasized that police 

officers must understand crimes 

from the perspective of victims to 

fully appreciate the impact on 

their lives. He stressed the 

importance of recognizing 

every cognizable of fence, 

upholding the highest ethical 

74

Annual Report 2025-2026

CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS ON
ILLICIT TRADE: ENFORCEMENT 

CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS
December 16, 2025| Rajendra Nagar, Delhi

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 

Delhi, highlighted the multifaceted impact of 

counterfeiting and smuggling. He noted that 

these illicit activities cause substantial 

losses to legitimate businesses, undermine 

and legal standards, and taking timely, 

decisive action against those who breach the 

law. By combining vigilance with empathy 

and professionalism, law enforcement 

cannot only enforce the law effectively but 

also strengthen the social fabric, deter illicit 

activities, and contribute to building safer 

and more resilient communities, he added.

consumer confidence, and deprive the nation 

of critical revenue, thereby impeding overall 

economic growth and development. In 

addition, he pointed out that the health risks 

posed by such unregulated products are a 

serious concern, directly threatening the 

well-being of the public.

A key highlight of the programme was the 

'Interactive Session on Industry Issues and 

C o l l a b o r a t i v e  A c t i o n s  N e e d e d  w i t h 

Enforcement Agencies to Counter Economic 

Offences', Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- 

Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd., stated that illicit 

trade has emerged as a new form of eco-

75

Annual Report 2025-2026



nomic warfare. He explained that unautho-

rized products evade taxes, violate legal 

standards, and infiltrate sectors, including 

pharmaceuticals, FMCG, automobiles, and 

agrochemicals, posing significant risks to 

consumers, industries, and the broader 

economy. He further added that the tobacco 

industry is a major contributor to India's 

economic growth, supporting livelihoods for 

nearly 46 million people while generating 

substantial tax and foreign exchange reve-

nues. However, the expansion of illicit and 

smuggled tobacco severely undermines 

these contributions, threatening both public 

revenue and lawful business operations.

Dr. Rishi Kulshresth, Advocate, High Court of 

Delhi, emphasized that brand value is 

sustained only through effective brand 

protection. Once such protection is weak-

ened, brand value diminishes, making 

vigilance against illicit trade essential for 

both industry and enforcement agencies. He 

highlighted that, for enforcement authorities, 

the initial challenges in combating illicit 

trade include evaluating cases, identifying 

lookalike products, and scrutinizing raid 

requests with proper documentation tasks 

that require clear legal guidance and close 

cooperation with industry stakeholders.  

The programme concluded with a reaffirma-

tion of the urgent need for sustained collab-

oration between industry and law enforce-

ment to effectively combat illicit trade. It was 

discussed that tackling counterfeiting and 

smuggling requires not only robust enforce-

ment  and legal  f rameworks but  a lso 

proactive intelligence, technology adoption, 

and continuous capacity building initiatives.
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FICCI CASCADE (Committee Against 

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities 

Destroying the Economy) organized a 

Capacity Building Programme for Police 

O f fi c e r s  o f  G o a  o n  ' P r e v e n t i o n  o f 

Counterfeiting and Smuggling' at the GO's 

Institute Hall, Goa.

The programme served as a dynamic knowl-

edge-sharing platform, uniting more than 

200 senior police officials and industry 

stakeholders to deliberate on the escalating 

challenges posed by counterfeiting, smug-

gling, and illicit trade. Through focused 

discussions and expert insights, the 

initiative underscored the serious 

economic, social, and security 

implications of these unlawful 

activities, while reinforcing the 

critical role of coordinated enforcement and 

industry collaboration to effectively combat 

this growing menace.

Mr. Alok Kumar, Director General of Police, 

Goa, graced the programme as the Chief 

Guest. In his address, he emphasized that 

structured capacity-building programmes are 

essential in enhancing the skills, prepared-

ness, and operational efficiency of police 

personnel in addressing the complex chal-

lenges and evolving challenges posed by 

illicit trade.

Sharing key enforcement achievements, he 

informed that in one of the largest single 

operations of 2025, the Crime Branch seized 

4.3 kg of cocaine valued at over Rs. 43 crores, 

resulting in multiple arrests and the disman-

tling of an international drug supply chain 

operating into the State. He further noted 

that sustained action under the Narcotic 

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) 

framework led to the registration of 159 

narcotics cases during the year, with seizures 
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Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner of Police, New 

Delhi, underscored the far-reaching and 

multifaceted impact of counterfeiting and 

smuggling on the nation's economy and 

society. He opined that illicit trade severely 

undermines legit imate businesses by 

creating an uneven marketplace, discourag-

ing fair competition, and weakening investor 

confidence.

He emphasised that such operations high-

light the scale and sophistication of criminal 

networks, which often overlap with activities 

such as smuggling and counterfeiting. He 

stated that law enforcement agencies, must 

remain vigilant to the deep and widespread 

presence of counterfeit and smuggled goods 

in the marketplace. These illegal activities 

not only cause significant economic damage 

but also erode social values, compromise 

public health, and adversely affect the 

overall quality of life of citizens.

exceeding Rs. 78 crores, including hydroponic 

cannabis and other high-value contraband, 

and 206 arrests across Goa.

He further highlighted that illicit trade 

significantly erodes consumer trust, as 

unsuspecting buyers are often exposed to 

substandard and potentially hazardous 

products. The consequent loss of govern-

ment revenue, he noted, constrains public 

expenditure on critical sectors such as 

infrastructure, healthcare, and education, 

thereby impeding the country's overall 

growth trajectory. Addressing this menace, he 

emphasized, requires sustained enforcement 

efforts, enhanced public awareness, and 

robust coordination between industry 

stakeholders and law enforcement agencies.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate 

Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted the structural 

challenges contributing to the growth of 

illicit cigarette trade in India. He pointed out 

that the steep taxation regime on cigarettes 

has created a significant tax arbitrage, which 

smugglers exploit by flooding the market 

with untaxed products. As a consequence, 

nearly one in every four cigarettes consumed 

in the country is estimated to be illicit, 

making the sector particularly vulnerable to 

organised smuggling operations.
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He cautioned that illicit products are often 

more harmful, while misinformed consumers 

may perceive them as safer or more afford-

able alternatives. Retailers, attracted by 

higher profit margins, further facilitate their 

circulation. Emphasizing the broader impli-

cations, he stated that illicit trade extends 

far beyond tax evasion, it strengthens 

criminal syndicates, distorts fair competition, 

and places an additional burden on enforce-

ment agencies. Combating this challenge, he 

stressed, requires robust inter-agency 

coordination, as such activities violate 

multiple legal frameworks spanning taxation, 

trade regulations, public health standards, 

and customs laws.

Underscoring the pivotal role of law enforce-

m e n t  i n  s o c i e t y,  M r.  S a n t o s h  D e s a i , 

Superintendent of Police/ Principal, Police 

Training School, Valpoi, Goa, stated that illicit 

trade poses an evolving and multifaceted 

threat to the nation's economy, internal 

security, and social fabric. The growing nexus 

between smuggling, counterfeiting, and 

organised criminal networks not only results 

in substantial revenue losses but also 

exposes citizens to serious risks to their 

health and safety.

As police officers, we are frequently at the 

forefront of responding to these emerging 

c h a l l e n g e s .  I n i t i a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  t h i s 

programme play a vital role in strengthening 

our awareness, enhancing our investigative 

capabilities, and equipping us with the 

knowledge required to address these 

offences with greater efficiency and resolve.

The programme concluded with an engaging 

interactive session, where the officers shared 

field-level experiences, operational chal-

lenges, and best practices in tackling cases 

related to counterfeiting and smuggling. The 

deliberations reaffirmed the urgent need for 

sustained capacity building, intelligence-

sharing, and closer collaboration between 

enforcement agencies and industry stake-

holders.
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The workshop witnessed the participation of 

police officers of ACP rank and above from 

Delhi , along with representatives from 

industry. The workshop served as an impor-

tant platform for knowledge sharing and 

dialogue on the growing challenges posed by 

counterfeiting, smuggling, and other illicit 

trade activities. These illegal practices 

continue to undermine legitimate busi-

nesses, disrupt fair market competition, and 

pose serious risks to economic stability and 

public safety.

F
ICCI's Committee Against Smuggling 

and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying 

the Economy (CASCADE) conducted a 

specialised training workshop for police 

officers on "Strengthening Enforcement 

against Illicit Trade and Economic Offences" 

at the Academy for Smart Policing (ASP), New 

Delhi.

He further accentuated that a considerable 

share of the proceeds generated through 

such illicit activities is often channelled into 

organised crime networks and even terrorist 

activities, posing a serious threat to national 

security. Stressing the need for a coordinated 

response, he highlighted that effective 

information sharing and close collaboration 

among enforcement agencies are crucial to 

successfully combat the growing challenge of 

illicit trade.

While delivering the Welcome Address and 

Overview on the Socio-Economic Impact of 

Counterfeiting and Smuggling, Mr. Deep 

Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former 

Special Commissioner of Police, New Delhi, 

opined that the menace of counterfeiting 

and smuggling causes deep and far-reaching 

damage to both the economy and society. He 

described how these illegal activities inflict 

heavy financial losses on legitimate busi-

nesses, weaken consumer confidence, and 

deprive the government of critical revenues, 

ultimately hampering the nation's growth 

and development.

A key highlight of the programme was the 

Interactive Session on "Industry Issues and 

C o l l a b o r a t i v e  A c t i o n s  N e e d e d  w i t h 

Enforcement Agencies to Counter Economic 

Offences." The session convened industry 

experts who deliberated on the emerging 

challenges posed by economic offences and 

underscored the need for enhanced coordi-
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nation and collaborative action with enforce-

ment agencies to effectively tackle illicit 

trade and related crimes.

Emphasising the broader national vision, he 

stated that the goal of Viksit Bharat can be 

accelerated when illicit trade is tackled 

decisively, with enforcement agencies 

playing a pivotal role in protecting the formal 

economy from the damaging effects of 

counterfeiting and smuggling.

During the session, , Vice Mr. Ashish Paul

President - Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd., shared 

his perspective on the growing challenge of 

illicit trade and its wider economic implica-

tions. He underscored that counterfeit trade 

and smuggling continue to drain India's 

economic potent ia l  and s ignificant ly 

undermine legitimate businesses. He further 

noted that reducing illicit trade even by half 

could unlock substantial economic opportu-

nities, leading to greater economic growth, 

enhanced employment generation, and 

stronger support for legitimate industries, 

thereby reinforcing India's journey towards 

self-reliance. He also accentuated the urgent 

need to build awareness among young 

enforcement officials as well as discerning 

consumers to effectively curb such illegal 

activities.

M r .  B a l a  K r i s h n a s w a m i ,  P o l i c y 

Communications Lead, Amazon, shared his 

perspective that tackling cybercrime, coun-

terfeiting, and smuggling require sustained 

and consistent efforts. He said that Amazon 

adopts a year-long approach to awareness 

campaigns, recognizing that preventing illicit 

activities demands continuous engagement 

across multiple channels. He further high-

lighted that such awareness initiatives can 

serve as an effective deterrent by clearly 

informing manufacturers and sellers that 

involvement in illicit trade is illegal and may 

attract strict legal consequences.
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Syed Imtiyaz Ahmed ,  Brand Protection 

Associate - Legal Department, HUL, high-

lighted the evolving tactics used by counter-

feiters to mislead consumers. He stated that 

in many cases counterfeiters make minor 

alterations to brand names while closely 

replicating colour schemes, fonts, and 

packaging designs, making the products 

appear deceptively similar to genuine ones 

and often leading consumers to believe they 

are purchasing authentic goods.

The workshop concluded with a strong 

consensus on the need for sustained collab-

oration between enforcement agencies and 

industry stakeholders to effectively combat 

the growing threat of illicit trade. The 

programme emphas i zed the  need to 

strengthen enforcement capabi l i t ies , 

enhance intelligence sharing, and promote 

greater awareness among officials and 

consumers to effectively address the com-

plex challenges posed by counterfeiting and 

smuggling.

These initiatives reaffirm FICCI CASCADE's 

continued commitment to supporting law 

enforcement through capacity-building and 

knowledge-sharing, while fostering collective 

action to safeguard the legitimate economy 

and contribute towards the vision of a Viksit 

Bharat.
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I
ndia continues to grapple with the far-

reaching consequences of smuggling and 

counterfeiting, an underground web that 

not only undermines our legitimate economy 

and industries but also endangers the lives 

and safety of consumers. Alarmingly, a 

significant portion of the population affected 

by these illicit activities remains unaware of 

the true scale and severity of the threat. To 

effectively address the issue, sensitization 

and public engagement are imperative.

As part of our ongoing commitment to raise 

widespread awareness about the adverse 

impacts of smuggling and counterfeiting on 

our economy, society, as well as health and 

safety of the citizens, FICCI CASCADE success-

fully orchestrated an Auto Rally in Srinagar, 

Jammu & Kashmir on 14th July 2025. This 

initiative witnessed over 200 auto rickshaws 

forming a convoy as they traversed a desig-

nated route which commenced from Nehru 

Park, Boulevard Road, Srinagar, amplifying 

the message of awareness and collective 

action across the city.

Flagging off the Auto Rally, Mr. Nasir Aslam 

Wani, Advisor to the Hon'ble Chief Minister, 

emphasized that smuggling and counterfeit-

ing are insidious threats that penetrate 

markets, undermine legitimate businesses, 

drain government revenues, and endanger 

public safety. He mentioned that the impact 

of these illegal activities may not always be 

visible, but the consequences are grave.
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He lauded the rally as a vital initiative in 

raising public awareness and promoting 

consumer vigilance. Mr. Wani further stressed 

the urgent need for widespread public 

sensitization and a shift in societal attitudes 

to curb the problem of counterfeit and 

smuggled goods in daily trade.

Reaffirming his commitment to the cause, he 

added, "We stand united in the fight against 

illicit trade and are dedicated to advancing 

this mission through sustained efforts, 

stronger collaborations, and meaningful 

action across Jammu and Kashmir."

He further underscored the importance of 

robust enforcement mechanisms and 

widespread public awareness as critical tools 

to safeguard the interests of legitimate 

Shri Tanvir Sadiq, Member of the Legislative 

Assembly, Jammu and Kashmir, highlighted 

that illicit trade poses a significant threat to 

the economy, endangers livelihoods, and 

puts public safety at serious risk. He empha-

sized that in a region like Jammu and 

Kashmir, where efforts are consistently being 

made towards peace, stability, and develop-

ment tackling counterfeiting and smuggling 

must be a collective priority.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor to FICCI CASCADE 

and Former Special Commissioner of Police, 

New Delhi, asserted that illicit trade is far 

more than just an economic concern, it poses 

a direct threat to national security. He noted 

that the proceeds from smuggling often fuel 

businesses and secure a safer and more 

promising future for the youth of the region.

Mr. Mushtaq Ahmed Burza, Chair, FICCI J&K 

State Council accentuated that in a region 

like Jammu & Kashmir, where economic 

stability and employment are key pillars of 

progress, curbing illicit trade is vital in 

ensuring growth, trust, and supporting lawful 

enterprise.
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The Auto Rally in Srinagar stands as a 

significant step forward in FICCI CASCADE's 

organized crime and even terrorist activities, 

making it a grave issue that demands urgent 

attention.

"Every smuggled product in the market 

undermines legitimate businesses, drains 

government revenue, and endangers public 

health," he remarked. Highlighting the 

significance of the Auto Rally in Srinagar, Mr. 

Chand said the initiative is a call to action, 

aimed at engaging and empowering citizens 

to take an active role in the fight against 

illicit trade.

During the rally, several impactful messages 

were shared to raise awareness about the 

serious implications of illicit trade. At the 

heart of the campaign were four powerful 

slogans, each emphasizing a key conse-

quence: illicit trade causes job losses, 

finances terrorist activities, fuels organized 

crime and poses significant health hazards.

The auto rally was meticulously coordinated, 

following a route that spanned Nehru Park, 

Boulevard Road ?Proceed straight along 

Boulevard Road? SKICC ?Royal Springs Golf 

Course gate and then ultimately concluding 

its journey at Nehru Park.

ongoing efforts to engage with communities, 

local authorities, and the general public in 

the fight against illicit trade. By fostering 

awareness and encouraging public resistance 

to smuggling and counterfeiting, initiatives 

like this play a crucial role in building a more 

informed and vigilant society. Through 

susta ined outreach campaigns ,  F ICCI 

CASCADE continues to strengthen consumer 

awareness and mobilize nationwide support 

to eradicate the menace of illicit trade.
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F
ICCI CASCADE (Committee Against 

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities 

Destroying the Economy) organised the 

third edition of its Annual Auto Rally on 6th 

December 2025, which was flagged off by Mr. 

Manoj Tiwari, Hon'ble Member of Parliament, 

Lok Sabha, Northeast Delhi. The rally aimed 

to generate widespread awareness about the 

adverse impact of smuggled and counterfeit 

goods on India's economy, public health, and 

national security.

Mr.  Manoj  T iwari ,  Hon'ble Member of 

Parliament, Lok Sabha, Northeast Delhi, 

emphasised that smuggling is not merely an 

economic offence but a silent and dangerous 

threat that fuels organised crime and even 

terrorism. He noted that while a bomb blast 

shocks the nation in an instant, the financing 

for such acts often begins quietly through 

the sale of smuggled and illegal goods. He 

further cautioned that many citizens remain 

unaware that purchasing products without a 

bill or opting for cheaper, smuggled items 

inadvertently strengthens the very forces 

that undermine India's safety and stability. 

Mr. Tiwari appealed to every Indian to take a 

clear and conscious pledge to never pur-

chase goods that enter the market through 

illegal channels. Emphasising that even if 

legitimate products cost slightly more, 

consumers should always choose tax-paid 

and bill-certified goods, he noted that such 

choices go beyond supporting honest 

businesses. He underscored that rejecting 
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smuggled goods is a powerful act of patrio-

tism, one that protects the nation, safe-

guards citizens, strengthens the economy, 

and weakens the criminal networks that 

misuse public money to fuel illegal trade and 

terrorism. 

Mr. Tiwari commended FICCI CASCADE for 

highlighting the issue and mobilising com-

munities in such an impactful manner. He 

stated that the rally should serve as a strong 

and unequivocal message that illegal trade 

will not be allowed to flourish in the country. 

Urging citizens to act as vigilant partners in 

this collective mission, he expressed confi-

dence that sustained public participation 

would help build a safer, stronger, and truly 

Viksit India.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, 

highlighted that illicit trade remains one 

of the most serious threats to the 

nation's economic stability and social 

well-being. He opined that the substan-

tial tax losses resulting from smug-

gling and counterfeiting deprive the 

g o v e r n m e n t  o f  c r u c i a l 

r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  s h o u l d 

otherwise support essential 

public services such as 

healthcare, education, and 

infrastructure, thereby 

d i r e c t l y  i m p e d i n g 

national development. 

He further emphasised that smuggling 

exploits consumers by flooding markets with 

unsafe, substandard, and unregulated 

products that pose significant risks to public 

health and safety. Through initiatives such as 

the Auto Rally, FICCI CASCADE seeks to raise 

public awareness, encourage collective 

action, and strengthen the resolve to combat 

this menace. He expressed his appreciation 

to all auto pullers for their support and 

reiterated the need for strong enforcement, 

heightened consumer awareness, and a 

unified societal commitment to curb illicit 

trade in all its forms.
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Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Special Commissioner, Delhi Police 

emphasised that illicit trade extends far 

beyond an economic offence and poses a 

serious threat to national security. He 

pointed out that proceeds from smuggling 

are often diverted to finance organised crime 

and terrorist activities, making every smug-

gled product in the market a setback for 

legitimate businesses, a loss to the public 

exchequer, and a potential risk to public 

health. He added that this rally was aimed at 

empowering citizens and encouraging their 

active participation as crucial partners in the 

collective fight against illicit trade.

The rally witnessed the participation of over 

300 auto-rickshaws, vibrantly branded with 

anti-smuggling and anti-counterfeiting 

messages, moving in a coordinated convoy 

from FICCI House, Tansen Marg, through 

prominent locations including Connaught 

Place and Barakhamba Road, ensuring wide 

public visibility and engagement. Auto 

drivers, commuters, and passers-by were 

actively encouraged to support lawful trade 

practices, refrain from purchasing counterfeit 

goods, and spread awareness about the 

detrimental impact of illicit trade on liveli-

hoods and the broader economy.
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The programme saw the spirited participa-

tion of over 600 students from more than 80 

premier schools across Delhi/NCR, who 

expressed their perspectives and creativity 

through three dynamic competit ions: 

Elocution, Poster-Making, and Jingle Writing.

F
ICCI CASCADE (Committee Against 

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities 

Destroying the Economy) continues to 

harness the energy and vision of youth as 

catalysts for change and guardians of the 

nation's economic integrity. Staying true to 

its commitment to educate young minds on 

the perils of smuggling and counterfeiting, 

the committee recently hosted the 7th 

edition of its flagship youth initiative, Zero 

Evasion - "Empowering Youth to Combat 

Smuggling & Counterfeiting" ,  at FICCI, 

Federation House, New Delhi.

The esteemed jury comprised prominent 

leaders and FICCI CASCADE Think Tank 

members: Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) ; 

Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi, Former Chief, Research 

and Analysis Wing (RAW); and Mr. P. C. Jha, 

Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Chairman, 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs.

Addressing the gathering, Mr. P. C. Jha 

emphasised that the youth of today are 
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7  Edition

Mr. Anil Sinha accentuated that combating 

illicit trade goes beyond enforcement, it 

demands collective responsibility. School 

students, as future torchbearers, play a 

pivotal role in fostering ethical trade prac-

tices. FICCI CASCADE's annual competitions 

tomorrow's leaders. Engaging them in the 

fight against smuggling and counterfeiting is 

not only vital for public safety but also for 

s a fe g u a rd i n g  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  e co n o my. 

Initiatives like Zero Evasion equip young 

citizens with the knowledge and conviction to 

protect our economic interests and act as 

vigilant guardians of integrity.

are designed to enlighten, inspire, and 

empower students to lead a youth-driven 

movement against smuggling and counter-

feiting.

Highlighting the transformative potential of 

youth, Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi stated that illicit 

trade jeopardises not only the present 

economy but also the nation's future. Young 

people, as agents of change, must recognise 

their power to challenge unethical practices. 

By becoming aware consumers and responsi-

ble citizens, they can champion a culture of 

integrity and pave the way for a stronger and 

brighter tomorrow.
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Over the years, FICCI CASCADE has emerged 

as a dedicated platform for raising aware-

ness about the dangers of illicit trade. Its 

youth-focused programmes provide mean-

ingful avenues for students to actively 

participate, engage, and contribute to the 

cause. By partnering with policymakers, 

industry leaders, enforcement agencies, 

media, and the youth, FICCI CASCADE contin-

ues to expand its impact through interschool 

and intercollege competitions nationwide, 

reinforcing a collective commitment to curb 

smuggling and counterfeiting.

S.No.
Name of the 
Competition

st1  nd2  rd3 Special Jury Award

1 Elocution
Kenisha Dawar,

Lotus Valley 
International, Gurgaon

Bal Bharti Public 
School, Noida 

Sanvi Srijan,

Suhani Mahapatra, 
The Indian Heights 

School, Dwarka

Abishta Jha,
The Khaitan School, 

Noida 

Agrim Jain,

Zafar Raza,
Panchsheel Balak Inter 

College, Noida

Aadya Malik,

The Shri Ram School, 
Aravali

The HDFC School, 
Gurugram

2 Poster-Making
Ouchitya Khurana, 

Lotus Valley 
International, Gurgaon

Upasana Nair,
St. George's School, 

Alaknanda

Utkarshika Rajput
Lotus Valley 

International, School

Shaurya Bhatt,
New Green Fields 

School, Saket-

Partho Bar,
Soami Nagar Model 
School, New Delhi

3 Jingle Writing
Navya,

SRM Public School
Noida

Madhuri Agarwal, 
The HDFC School,

 Gurugram

Aishani Sharma,
Navy Children 

School, New Delhi
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S
muggling continues to be a pervasive 

challenge that transcends national 

boundaries,  adversely impacting 

economies, legitimate businesses, public 

health, and national security across the 

globe. It erodes government revenues, fuels 

organized crime, and undermines fair trade 

practices, thereby posing a serious threat to 

sustainable economic growth. In order to 

address this critical issue and reaffirm its 

commitment to raising awareness, FICCI 

CASCADE observes 11th February as Anti-

Smuggling Day. The observance serves as a 

significant platform to bring together 

policymakers, enforcement agencies, indus-

try leaders, media, and civil society to 

collectively assess the magnitude of the 

problem and explore avenues for stronger 

cooperation, information sharing, and 

coordinated action.

The competition has consistently received an 

overwhelming response from participants 

across the country, reflecting growing public 

As a run-up to Anti-Smuggling Day and to 

spread awareness about the menace of 

smuggled goods, FICCI CASCADE organises an 

annual Digital Art Competition in January on 

the theme "Stand Against Smuggling." The 

competition generates wider public aware-

ness on the issue of smuggling, encourages 

individuals to reject illicit products, and 

promotes creative expression to inspire 

positive societal change. By encouraging 

creative expression, the competition pro-

vides a unique platform for participants to 

art iculate powerful messages against 

smuggling and to promote informed and 

responsible consumer behaviour.

concern and engagement on the issue. This 

year, over 10,000 entries were submitted 

from diverse regions, showcasing remarkable 

creativity, originality, and a deep under-

standing of the socio-economic impact of 

smuggling.

The winners were felicitated and awarded 

attractive cash prizes in recognition of their 

outstanding artwork.

The entries were evaluated by an esteemed 

jury comprising members of the FICCI 

CASCADE Think Tank: Mr. Ramesh Abhishek, 

Former Secretary, Department for Promotion 

of Industry and Internal Trade; Mr. Ravi 

Capoor, Former Secretary, Ministry of Textiles 

and CEO, Sansad TV; and Mr. Anil Sinha, 

Fo r m e r  D i r e c t o r,  C e n t ra l  B u r e a u  o f 

Investigation. The jury members commended 

the participants for their insightful interpre-

tations of the theme and the high artistic 

standards reflected in the submissions.
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DIGITAL ART 
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The competition not only witnessed artistic 

excellence but also reinforced the collective 

resolve to stand united against smuggling 

and illicit trade.

NAME OF WINNERS ARE AS FOLLOW

First Position- Abhishek

 - Anish MinjSecond Position

- Muaigathinbou Ch NiumaiThird Position 

Devan Bidhan

Bhumika Singh
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S
muggling continues to be a pervasive 

challenge that transcends national 

boundaries,  adversely impacting 

economies, legitimate businesses, public 

health, and national security across the 

globe. It erodes government revenues, fuels 

organized crime, and undermines fair trade 

practices, thereby posing a serious threat to 

sustainable economic growth. In order to 

address this critical issue and reaffirm its 

commitment to raising awareness, FICCI 

CASCADE observes 11th February as Anti-

Smuggling Day. The observance serves as a 

significant platform to bring together 

policymakers, enforcement agencies, indus-

try leaders, media, and civil society to 

collectively assess the magnitude of the 

problem and explore avenues for stronger 

cooperation, information sharing, and 

coordinated action.

The competition has consistently received an 

overwhelming response from participants 

across the country, reflecting growing public 
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The winners were felicitated and awarded 

attractive cash prizes in recognition of their 

outstanding artwork.

The entries were evaluated by an esteemed 

jury comprising members of the FICCI 

CASCADE Think Tank: Mr. Ramesh Abhishek, 

Former Secretary, Department for Promotion 

of Industry and Internal Trade; Mr. Ravi 

Capoor, Former Secretary, Ministry of Textiles 

and CEO, Sansad TV; and Mr. Anil Sinha, 

Fo r m e r  D i r e c t o r,  C e n t ra l  B u r e a u  o f 

Investigation. The jury members commended 

the participants for their insightful interpre-

tations of the theme and the high artistic 

standards reflected in the submissions.
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F
ICCI CASCADE convened its 27th Think 

Tank Meeting to deliberate on the 

MASCRADE 2025 agenda and the forth-

coming CASCADE Study, which will be released 

during the conference. Members shared their 

valuable insights and suggestions on the 

proposed agenda and study framework. The 

meeting also highlighted ongoing CASCADE 

initiatives and outlined the roadmap for 

future activities.

   The Chairman commended the success of 

initiatives like Anti-Smuggling Day, 

recognizing their effectiveness in elevat-

ing public consciousness and galvanizing 

multi-stakeholder engagement against 

illicit trade. Mr. Rajput stressed the need 

to institutionalize this model to maintain 

its momentum and deepen collaboration 

between the public, private sector, and 

policymakers in addressing the escalating 

threat of smuggling and counterfeiting. 

Key Actionable Points:

   Strengthening efforts to protect indige-

nous IP particularly in areas such as 

Geographical Indications and Patents, was 

   The Chairman further emphasized the 

need to engage more experts with 

domain-specific knowledge to strengthen 

the impact of CASCADE's initiatives. 

Members were apprised that capacity-

building programmes have been instru-

mental in spreading awareness about the 

grave threat posed by illicit trade. The 

increasing volume of seizures across India 

indicates the escalating scale and com-

plexity of the problem. 

identified as a key priority for India. It was 

noted that the Supreme Court's recogni-

tion of counterfeiting as a criminal 

offence marks a significant milestone, 

with the judiciary showing increasing 

support through judgments that uphold 

the rights of IP holders.

   To broaden global participation and 

amplify the conference's outreach, it was 

recommended that an open invitation be 

extended to international delegates for 

virtual attendance, thereby fostering 

wider engagement and collective action 

against illicit trade.

   D r.  A n j u  R a t h i  R a n a ,  S e c r e t a r y , 

Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of 

Law and Justice

   Dr. Gulshan Rai, Former National Cyber 

Security Coordinator & Former DG, CERT-In

   As part of the deliberations on the 

MASCRADE 2025 agenda,  members 

proposed invit ing Shri  Arjun Ram 

Meghwal, Hon'ble Minister of State 

(Independent Charge), Ministry of Law 

and Justice, Government of India and Shri 

Kiren Rijiju, Hon'ble Union Minister of 

Parliamentary Affairs, Government of 

India, as Chief Guests for the conference.

   The members further recommended 

inviting the following dignitaries and 

subject-matter experts for relevant 

sessions at MASCRADE 2025:

   Mr. Rahul Navin, Director, Director of 

Enforcement

   Shri Pavan Kapoor, Deputy National 

Security Advisor 
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F
ICCI CASCADE convened its 27th Think 

Tank Meeting to deliberate on the 

MASCRADE 2025 agenda and the forth-

coming CASCADE Study, which will be released 

during the conference. Members shared their 

valuable insights and suggestions on the 

proposed agenda and study framework. The 

meeting also highlighted ongoing CASCADE 

initiatives and outlined the roadmap for 

future activities.

   The Chairman commended the success of 

initiatives like Anti-Smuggling Day, 

recognizing their effectiveness in elevat-

ing public consciousness and galvanizing 

multi-stakeholder engagement against 

illicit trade. Mr. Rajput stressed the need 

to institutionalize this model to maintain 

its momentum and deepen collaboration 

between the public, private sector, and 

policymakers in addressing the escalating 

threat of smuggling and counterfeiting. 

Key Actionable Points:

   Strengthening efforts to protect indige-

nous IP particularly in areas such as 

Geographical Indications and Patents, was 

   The Chairman further emphasized the 

need to engage more experts with 

domain-specific knowledge to strengthen 

the impact of CASCADE's initiatives. 

Members were apprised that capacity-

building programmes have been instru-

mental in spreading awareness about the 

grave threat posed by illicit trade. The 

increasing volume of seizures across India 

indicates the escalating scale and com-

plexity of the problem. 

identified as a key priority for India. It was 

noted that the Supreme Court's recogni-

tion of counterfeiting as a criminal 

offence marks a significant milestone, 

with the judiciary showing increasing 

support through judgments that uphold 

the rights of IP holders.

   To broaden global participation and 

amplify the conference's outreach, it was 

recommended that an open invitation be 

extended to international delegates for 

virtual attendance, thereby fostering 

wider engagement and collective action 

against illicit trade.

   D r.  A n j u  R a t h i  R a n a ,  S e c r e t a r y , 

Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of 

Law and Justice

   Dr. Gulshan Rai, Former National Cyber 

Security Coordinator & Former DG, CERT-In

   As part of the deliberations on the 

MASCRADE 2025 agenda,  members 

proposed invit ing Shri  Arjun Ram 

Meghwal, Hon'ble Minister of State 

(Independent Charge), Ministry of Law 

and Justice, Government of India and Shri 

Kiren Rijiju, Hon'ble Union Minister of 

Parliamentary Affairs, Government of 

India, as Chief Guests for the conference.

   The members further recommended 

inviting the following dignitaries and 

subject-matter experts for relevant 

sessions at MASCRADE 2025:

   Mr. Rahul Navin, Director, Director of 

Enforcement

   Shri Pavan Kapoor, Deputy National 

Security Advisor 
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   Mr. Hardeep Batra, Commissioner of 

Customs, Mumbai, and Former Chairman, 

Counterfeit and Piracy Committee, WCO

   A new judiciary-focused panel discussion 

was suggested for the MASCRADE agenda. 

It was proposed to invite Hon'ble Justice 

Prathiba M. Singh to participate in the 

panel, followed by a valedictory address 

by a Judge of the Supreme Court of India 

to facilitate an insightful legal discourse.

Update on Study: Towards a Tax Equitable 

Society

   The TARI team was tasked with proposing 

an appropriate title for the study.

   It was agreed that a draft of the report 

would be circulated to all members by the 

end of August 2025 for review and feed-

back.

1. Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE

2. Justice Manmohan Sarin, Former Chief 

Justice, Former Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi, 

Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu & 

Kashmir and Judge, High Court of Delhi

Mr. Kaushik Dutta presented an update on 

the study titled "Towards a Tax Equitable 

Society".

   For the Plenary Session 6 titled "Resil-

ience in Action: Industry-Led Solutions to 

Counter Smuggling and Counterfeiting," it 

was recommended to include speakers 

from the e-commerce, pharmaceutical, 

FMCG, and alcoholic beverage sectors, to 

ensure comprehensive industry represen-

tation.

   It was agreed that the next Think Tank 

Meeting would be scheduled for the first 

week of September 2025 to review the 

progress of the study and discuss upcom-

ing CASCADE initiatives.

3. Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

List of Participants

4. Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi , Former Chief, 

Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)

5. Dr. Debi Prasad Dash, Former Principal 

D i rector  Genera l ,  DRI ,  Cha i rman , 

Enforcement Committee World Customs 

Organisation (WCO)

17. Ms. Shikha Bhatt, Assistant Director, FICCI 

CASCADE

9. Mr. Hem Kumar Pande, Former Secretary, 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution, Government of India 

8. Mr. P K Malhotra, Former Secretary Law, 

Ministry of Law & Justice, Government of 

India

7. Mr. Suvashis Choudhary, Former Joint 

Commissioner  and Chief  Secur i ty 

C o m m i s s i o n e r,  D e l h i  M e t r o  R a i l 

Corporation, Delhi

12. Mr. Rajiva Ranjan Verma, Former Director 

General, RPF, NCB, Civil Defence, Home 

Guard & Fire Services, Bureau of Police 

Research and Development 

13. Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE 

and Former Special Commissioner of 

Police, New Delhi 

15. Mr. Rajiv Ohri, Executive Vice President, 

ITC Ltd.

6. Mr. Arun Chawla, Director General, Indian 

Council of Arbitration & Former Director 

General, FICCI

10. Ms. Sungita Sharma, Former Special 

Secretary & Member (Admn), Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs

11. Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, Central 

Bureau of Investigation

16. Ms. Kashifa Hasan, Joint Director, FICCI 

CASCADE

14. Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Chairman, Central Board of 

Indirect Taxes and Customs 
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   Members were invited to propose poten-

tial themes for MASCRADE 2026 and 

actively contributed their suggestions 

during the discussion. Following a con-

structive exchange of ideas, the theme for 

MASCRADE 2026 was finalized as "Securing 

Economies and Empowering Nations."

   It was suggested to develop a curated 

video for the next edition of MASCRADE, 

illustrating the origins of illicit trade, its 

evolution over the years, and the current 

landscape. This visual narrative would 

help contextualize the issue and provide 

participants with a comprehensive 

F
ICCI CASCADE convened its 28th Think 

Tank Meeting to deliberate on the 

theme for MASCRADE 2026 and to share 

the draft "Recommendations to Combat Illicit 

Trade" with its esteemed members. Members 

were invited to provide their valuable insights 

and suggestions on the proposed recommen-

dations. The meeting also highlighted 

CASCADE's ongoing initiatives, reviewed 

strategic priorities, and discussed the 

roadmap for upcoming programmes.

Key Actionable Points:

   The Chairman commended the success of 

MASCRADE, noting how the platform has 

consistently strengthened public aware-

ness and mobilized diverse stakeholders 

in the fight against illicit trade. He 

emphasized the need to sustain this 

momentum and continue contributing 

meaningfully to India's efforts to combat 

this growing menace.

Update on Study: Towards a Tax Equitable 

Society

Mr. Kaushik Dutta presented an update on 

the revised study titled "Towards a Tax 

Equitable Society - Understanding Taxpayer 

   Members suggested that, for Anti-

Smuggling Day, CASCADE should explore 

partnerships with relevant UN bodies that 

are actively addressing major smuggling 

challenges globally. It was further pro-

posed that representatives from the 

Ministry of External Affairs, the Ministry of 

Home Affairs ,  the World Customs 

Organization, and the Narcotics Control 

Bureau (NCB) be invited to participate in 

the conference to strengthen and foster 

high-level engagement.

understanding of its scale and impact. 

Members further recommended that the 

video should highlight key international 

initiatives undertaken to combat counter-

feiting and smuggling, including efforts 

led by organisations such as the WCO and 

INTERPOL, and that it be updated annu-

ally to incorporate the latest develop-

ments and global best practices.

   To strengthen outreach and broaden the 

impact of CASCADE's initiatives, members 

recommended organising state-level 

programmes in cities such as Bengaluru, 

Ahmedabad, and Surat. They also sug-

gested identifying additional states and 

regions significantly affected by illicit 

trade to ensure wider and more strategic 

coverage.
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   Mr. Hardeep Batra, Commissioner of 

Customs, Mumbai, and Former Chairman, 

Counterfeit and Piracy Committee, WCO

   A new judiciary-focused panel discussion 

was suggested for the MASCRADE agenda. 

It was proposed to invite Hon'ble Justice 

Prathiba M. Singh to participate in the 

panel, followed by a valedictory address 

by a Judge of the Supreme Court of India 

to facilitate an insightful legal discourse.

Update on Study: Towards a Tax Equitable 

Society

   The TARI team was tasked with proposing 

an appropriate title for the study.

   It was agreed that a draft of the report 

would be circulated to all members by the 

end of August 2025 for review and feed-

back.

1. Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE

2. Justice Manmohan Sarin, Former Chief 

Justice, Former Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi, 

Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu & 

Kashmir and Judge, High Court of Delhi

Mr. Kaushik Dutta presented an update on 

the study titled "Towards a Tax Equitable 

Society".

   For the Plenary Session 6 titled "Resil-

ience in Action: Industry-Led Solutions to 

Counter Smuggling and Counterfeiting," it 

was recommended to include speakers 

from the e-commerce, pharmaceutical, 

FMCG, and alcoholic beverage sectors, to 

ensure comprehensive industry represen-

tation.

   It was agreed that the next Think Tank 

Meeting would be scheduled for the first 

week of September 2025 to review the 

progress of the study and discuss upcom-

ing CASCADE initiatives.

3. Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

List of Participants

4. Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi , Former Chief, 

Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)

5. Dr. Debi Prasad Dash, Former Principal 

D i rector  Genera l ,  DRI ,  Cha i rman , 

Enforcement Committee World Customs 

Organisation (WCO)

17. Ms. Shikha Bhatt, Assistant Director, FICCI 

CASCADE

9. Mr. Hem Kumar Pande, Former Secretary, 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution, Government of India 

8. Mr. P K Malhotra, Former Secretary Law, 

Ministry of Law & Justice, Government of 

India

7. Mr. Suvashis Choudhary, Former Joint 

Commissioner  and Chief  Secur i ty 

C o m m i s s i o n e r,  D e l h i  M e t r o  R a i l 

Corporation, Delhi

12. Mr. Rajiva Ranjan Verma, Former Director 

General, RPF, NCB, Civil Defence, Home 

Guard & Fire Services, Bureau of Police 

Research and Development 

13. Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE 

and Former Special Commissioner of 

Police, New Delhi 

15. Mr. Rajiv Ohri, Executive Vice President, 

ITC Ltd.

6. Mr. Arun Chawla, Director General, Indian 

Council of Arbitration & Former Director 

General, FICCI

10. Ms. Sungita Sharma, Former Special 

Secretary & Member (Admn), Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs

11. Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, Central 

Bureau of Investigation

16. Ms. Kashifa Hasan, Joint Director, FICCI 

CASCADE

14. Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Chairman, Central Board of 

Indirect Taxes and Customs 
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   Members were invited to propose poten-

tial themes for MASCRADE 2026 and 

actively contributed their suggestions 

during the discussion. Following a con-

structive exchange of ideas, the theme for 

MASCRADE 2026 was finalized as "Securing 

Economies and Empowering Nations."

   It was suggested to develop a curated 

video for the next edition of MASCRADE, 

illustrating the origins of illicit trade, its 

evolution over the years, and the current 

landscape. This visual narrative would 

help contextualize the issue and provide 

participants with a comprehensive 

F
ICCI CASCADE convened its 28th Think 

Tank Meeting to deliberate on the 

theme for MASCRADE 2026 and to share 

the draft "Recommendations to Combat Illicit 

Trade" with its esteemed members. Members 

were invited to provide their valuable insights 

and suggestions on the proposed recommen-

dations. The meeting also highlighted 

CASCADE's ongoing initiatives, reviewed 

strategic priorities, and discussed the 

roadmap for upcoming programmes.

Key Actionable Points:

   The Chairman commended the success of 

MASCRADE, noting how the platform has 

consistently strengthened public aware-

ness and mobilized diverse stakeholders 

in the fight against illicit trade. He 

emphasized the need to sustain this 

momentum and continue contributing 

meaningfully to India's efforts to combat 

this growing menace.

Update on Study: Towards a Tax Equitable 

Society

Mr. Kaushik Dutta presented an update on 

the revised study titled "Towards a Tax 

Equitable Society - Understanding Taxpayer 

   Members suggested that, for Anti-

Smuggling Day, CASCADE should explore 

partnerships with relevant UN bodies that 

are actively addressing major smuggling 

challenges globally. It was further pro-

posed that representatives from the 

Ministry of External Affairs, the Ministry of 

Home Affairs ,  the World Customs 

Organization, and the Narcotics Control 

Bureau (NCB) be invited to participate in 

the conference to strengthen and foster 

high-level engagement.

understanding of its scale and impact. 

Members further recommended that the 

video should highlight key international 

initiatives undertaken to combat counter-

feiting and smuggling, including efforts 

led by organisations such as the WCO and 

INTERPOL, and that it be updated annu-

ally to incorporate the latest develop-

ments and global best practices.

   To strengthen outreach and broaden the 

impact of CASCADE's initiatives, members 

recommended organising state-level 

programmes in cities such as Bengaluru, 

Ahmedabad, and Surat. They also sug-

gested identifying additional states and 

regions significantly affected by illicit 

trade to ensure wider and more strategic 

coverage.
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Perceptions, Willingness, and Compliance 

Behaviour in India."

List of Participants

2. J u s t i c e  M a n m o h a n  S a r i n ,  Fo rmer 

Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi, Chief Justice, 

High Court of Jammu & Kashmir, Judge, 

High Court of Delhi 

   The Chairman noted that the report 

should include a dedicated component 

capturing the perspectives of high tax-

paying individuals, as this segment is 

currently underrepresented in the study. 

He further emphasized the importance of 

integrating international best practices 

that support the retention of wealth 

within the country. It was also highlighted 

that the study should incorporate inputs 

from FICCI's Tax Committee, co-chaired by 

Mr. Rajeev Dimri, Tax Partner, KPMG, to 

ensure a more comprehensive and robust 

analysis.

   For the next edition of MASCRADE, the 

proposed title for the upcoming study 

"Illicit Trade and Its Consequences" was 

discussed. The Chairman shared the 

suggested title, and all members were in 

agreement with the proposed theme.

1. Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE

3. Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

5. Dr. Debi Prasad Dash, Former Principal 

D i rector  Genera l ,  DRI ,  Cha i rman , 

4. Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi , Former Chief, 

Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)

12. Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and 

Former Chairman, Central Board of 

Indirect Taxes and Customs 

Enforcement Committee World Customs 

Organisation (WCO)

14. Mr. Rajiv Ohri, Executive Vice President, 

ITC Ltd.

13. Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE 

and Former Special Commissioner of 

Police, New Delhi 

7. Mr. P K Malhotra, Former Secretary Law, 

Ministry of Law & Justice, Government of 

India

6. Mr. Suvashis Choudhary, Former Joint 

Commissioner  and Chief  Secur i ty 

C o m m i s s i o n e r,  D e l h i  M e t r o  R a i l 

Corporation, Delhi

16. Ms. Kashifa Hasan, Joint Director, FICCI 

CASCADE

11. Mr. Arun Chawla, Director General, Indian 

Council of Arbitration & Former Director 

General, FICCI 

8. Mr. Hem Kumar Pande, Former Secretary, 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution, Government of India 

9. Ms. Neeta Lall Butalia, Former Director 

General, DGHRD & Principal Director 

General, NACIN

10. Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, Central 

Bureau of Investigation

15. Ms. Swati Srivastava De, Deputy General 

Manager, ITC Ltd.

17. Ms. Shikha Bhatt, Assistant Director, FICCI 
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Key Actionable Points:

   Members emphasized that CASCADE's 

activities should be strategically aligned 

with regions and sectors where the 

incidence of smuggling is particularly 

high. They underscored the need for 

targeted capacity-building programmes 

and sustained awareness initiatives in 

A key highlight of the meeting was the 

forthcoming FICCI CASCADE Study, scheduled 

for release at MASCRADE 2026. Members 

engaged in detailed discussions on the 

study's scope, framework, methodology, and 

key focus areas.

F
ICCI CASCADE convened its 29th Think 

Tank Meeting to review its ongoing 

initiatives and chart a strategic 

roadmap for the months ahead. The meeting 

provided a constructive platform for the 

exchange of ideas and forward-looking 

deliberations aimed at strengthening efforts 

to combat illicit trade and smuggling.

   The Chairman commended the success of 

Anti-Smuggling Day, noting that it served 

as a significant platform to amplify 

awareness, reinforce collective resolve, 

and mobilize diverse stakeholders in the 

fight against smuggling. He emphasized 

the importance of further strengthening 

engagement with international communi-

ties and embassies, encouraging coordi-

nated efforts and support from respective 

governments to advance collaborative 

action against smuggling and illicit trade.

   It was further suggested that outreach 

efforts be strengthened across all regions 

of India-North, East, South, and West. 

Members emphasized the need to 

sensitize citizens about the adverse 

impact of smuggling and encourage 

greater public participation in efforts to 

combat illicit trade.

   To enhance visibility and strengthen 

public outreach, members recommended 

undertaking a coordinated communica-

tion campaign through articles. It was 

further suggested that CASCADE could 

place advertisement at international 

airports. The commercial viability of the 

same to be evaluated to assess its 

effectiveness. This would help further 

amplify CASCADE's initiatives and rein-

force the message of "Say No to 

Counterfeit and Smuggled Products."

areas most affected, to ensure greater 

impact and effective intervention.

   It was proposed that, in the lead-up to 

the next edition of Anti-Smuggling Day, 

letters be addressed to the Chief 

Secretaries of all States, requesting them 

to nominate representatives from their 

respective departments to participate in 

the conference.

   It was suggested that a meeting be 

scheduled with the Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), to 

deliberate on advancing the proposal at 

the international level and to explore the 
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Perceptions, Willingness, and Compliance 

Behaviour in India."

List of Participants

2. J u s t i c e  M a n m o h a n  S a r i n ,  Fo rmer 

Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi, Chief Justice, 

High Court of Jammu & Kashmir, Judge, 

High Court of Delhi 

   The Chairman noted that the report 

should include a dedicated component 

capturing the perspectives of high tax-

paying individuals, as this segment is 

currently underrepresented in the study. 

He further emphasized the importance of 

integrating international best practices 

that support the retention of wealth 

within the country. It was also highlighted 

that the study should incorporate inputs 

from FICCI's Tax Committee, co-chaired by 

Mr. Rajeev Dimri, Tax Partner, KPMG, to 
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   For the next edition of MASCRADE, the 
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Key Actionable Points:

   Members emphasized that CASCADE's 

activities should be strategically aligned 

with regions and sectors where the 

incidence of smuggling is particularly 

high. They underscored the need for 

targeted capacity-building programmes 

and sustained awareness initiatives in 

A key highlight of the meeting was the 

forthcoming FICCI CASCADE Study, scheduled 

for release at MASCRADE 2026. Members 

engaged in detailed discussions on the 

study's scope, framework, methodology, and 

key focus areas.

F
ICCI CASCADE convened its 29th Think 

Tank Meeting to review its ongoing 

initiatives and chart a strategic 

roadmap for the months ahead. The meeting 

provided a constructive platform for the 

exchange of ideas and forward-looking 

deliberations aimed at strengthening efforts 

to combat illicit trade and smuggling.

   The Chairman commended the success of 

Anti-Smuggling Day, noting that it served 

as a significant platform to amplify 

awareness, reinforce collective resolve, 

and mobilize diverse stakeholders in the 

fight against smuggling. He emphasized 

the importance of further strengthening 

engagement with international communi-

ties and embassies, encouraging coordi-

nated efforts and support from respective 

governments to advance collaborative 

action against smuggling and illicit trade.

   It was further suggested that outreach 

efforts be strengthened across all regions 

of India-North, East, South, and West. 

Members emphasized the need to 

sensitize citizens about the adverse 

impact of smuggling and encourage 

greater public participation in efforts to 

combat illicit trade.

   To enhance visibility and strengthen 

public outreach, members recommended 

undertaking a coordinated communica-

tion campaign through articles. It was 

further suggested that CASCADE could 

place advertisement at international 

airports. The commercial viability of the 

same to be evaluated to assess its 

effectiveness. This would help further 

amplify CASCADE's initiatives and rein-

force the message of "Say No to 

Counterfeit and Smuggled Products."

areas most affected, to ensure greater 

impact and effective intervention.

   It was proposed that, in the lead-up to 

the next edition of Anti-Smuggling Day, 

letters be addressed to the Chief 

Secretaries of all States, requesting them 

to nominate representatives from their 

respective departments to participate in 

the conference.

   It was suggested that a meeting be 

scheduled with the Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), to 

deliberate on advancing the proposal at 

the international level and to explore the 
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   For securing UN recognition of Anti-

Smuggling Day, it was suggested to 

explore the possibility of engaging with a 

Non-Permanent Member of the UN 

Security Council to advance an appropri-

ate resolution at the Security Council. It 

was also recommended to approach the 

Secretary General of the World Customs 

Organization (WCO) to facilitate institu-

tional support in obtaining this recogni-

tion. Secretariat to seek guidance from Mr 

D P Dash on the same.

possibility of pursuing recognition of 11th 

February as Anti-Smuggling Day at the 

United Nations.

   It was recommended to organise inter-

agency coordination workshops involving 

senior officials from DRI, Customs, and 

Police, with the objective of strengthening 

collaboration, enhancing intelligence 

sharing, and ensuring a more coordinated 

response to smuggling.

   Members proposed approaching the 

'Taskaree' team to develop a pro bono 

awareness video and explore their 

association as brand ambassadors for 

CASCADE, with the aim of widening public 

outreach and amplifying the message 

against smuggling and counterfeit trade.

   It was further suggested to identify and 

collaborate with organizations in other 

countries engaged in combating illicit 

trade, in order to build strategic partner-

ships, exchange best practices, and 

reinforce collective global action against 

smuggling and counterfeiting.

   Members recommended intensifying 

awareness initiatives among school 

children and youth, while strengthening 

engagement  with  the Ministry  of 

Update on Study: Illicit Markets and Its 

Impact on the Indian Economy

Mr. Kaushik Dutta presented an update on 

the forthcoming study titled "Illicit 

Markets and Its Impact on the Indian 

Economy”

List of Participants

Education at the State level. This would 

help promote informed consumer behav-

iour and further advance the objective of 

curbing illicit trade.

   The Chairman proposed reaching out to 

Mr. Manoj Tiwari, Member of Parliament 

(Lok Sabha), Northeast Delhi, to feature in 

an awareness audio-visual campaign for 

CASCADE, with a view to amplifying the 

message against illicit trade and smug-

gling.

   The TARI team was advised to further 

refine the study framework by clearly 

identifying the key sectors to be covered. 

Members recommended that the study 

incorporate data examining linkages 

between illicit markets and organized 

crime, along with relevant country-

specific case studies to provide compara-

tive insights and strengthen the overall 

analysis.

   It was also suggested that the study 

assess the scale and dynamics of the 

unorganized sector and analyse its 

economic implications, particularly with 

respect to revenue loss, impact on 

employment, and its nexus with illicit 

trade activities.
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part from spiritual and philosophical 

Ainsights, India's ancient texts offer 

practical frameworks for governance, 

economics, and public finance. For nation-

building, we often seek best practices from 

developed economies. Yet, our own ancient 

texts like the Arthashastra and Manusmriti 

provide enduring wisdom that is relevant even 

today. These texts advocate a model for 

sustainable governance rooted in economic 

rationality rather than based on the welfare of 

a few at an enormous cost to the masses. They 

reflect lived principles of empires that 

achieved an ideal blend of territorial integrity 

and expansion, social stability, and economic 

prosperity.

One of the most powerful embodiments of this 

wisdom was the Mauryan Empire, which was 

the first realisation of Akhand Bharat. The 

Mauryan state stood out for its efficient 

administration, ethical statecraft, and invest-

ments in national security and public welfare.

At the time of Chandragupta Maurya's rise in 

322 BCE, India was politically fragmented, 

dominated by small, often warring, kingdoms. 

Against this backdrop, Kautilya, the strategist, 

economist, philosopher, and advisor to 

Chandragupta  Maur ya ,  authored  the 

Arthashastra as a comprehensive manual of 

governance. It was also a response to the 

complexities of building and maintaining a 

vast, diverse empire. It offered detailed 

guidance on governance, economic manage-

ment, taxation, military organisation, diplo-

macy, and penal code. Remarkably, this 

manual influenced governance in India for the 

next 1,500 years.

The idea of yogakshema was central to 

Arthashastra's vision of sustainable gover-

nance-yoga (resource acquisition) and kshema 

(their effective use). This holistic approach 

ensured both raksha (security) and palana 

(welfare) of the people-and under this 

umbrella, the book declared "Kosha moolo 

danda", meaning "revenue is the backbone of 

administration".

Arthashastra presented a remarkably nuanced 

approach to taxation, considering it a dharmic 

responsibility, binding both ruler and citizen. 

Taxes were to be fair, moderate, and propor-
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A striking example of the Arthashastra was the 

prescribed tax rate-one-sixth of a citizen's 

income, or about 16.67%. This rate was 

designed to strike a careful balance, low 

enough to encourage compliance and produc-

tive activity, yet adequate to support the 

state's functions. Interestingly, modern fiscal 

theory such as the Laffer curve also suggests 

that moderate, well-calibrated taxation leads 

to better compliance and stronger revenues.

Today, as India strives to improve its tax-to-

GDP ratio, expand the formal economy, and 

work towards building a $5-trillion economy by 

2027 for a Viksit Bharat by 2047, Kautilya's 

legacy is inspiring. What made his vision 

enduring was its firm grounding in fiscal 

prudence and the belief that true state power 

emerges not from extraction, but from empow-

erment. This philosophy has quietly guided 

India's fiscal evolution since Independence by 

m o v i n g  b e y o n d  t h e 

colonial-era taxat ion 

system that prioritised 

revenue over welfare. 

India has emphasised 

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d 

embraced progressive 

taxation and investment 

i n  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e . 

Landmark reforms like the 

goods and services tax 

(GST) and the digitisation 

of tax systems have taken 

t h i s  f o c u s  f o r w a r d , 

echoing Kautilya's vision 

of a tax regime that is 

c l e a r,  e f fi c i e n t ,  a n d 

aligned with the larger 

tionate, designed to encourage compliance 

rather than prohibitive. Also, taxpayers had 

transparency on how the taxes they paid were 

utilised, and tax officials were subject to strict 

oversight to prevent corruption. Revenues 

were to be reinvested in public-facing sectors 

such as agriculture, trade, infrastructure, 

education, and culture. The system also 

allowed for tax relief during natural calamities, 

highlighting an early form of counter-cyclical 

fiscal policy.

As India navigates shifting geopolitical dynam-

ics and evolving economic paradigms, it must 

d r a w  s t r e n g t h  f r o m  i t s  r o o t s .  T h e 

Arthashastra's timeless tenets are not relics of 

the past, but living principles for building a 

modern, resilient, and inclusive nation. India's 

sustainable economic model must reflect its 

ancient wisdom while adapting to present 

realities rather than replicating the path of 

developed nations. In this journey, history is 

not merely something to be remembered; it is 

to derive inspiration from and build upon. 

Ignoring such teachings can be only at our 

great peril.

goal of shared prosperity. Yet, India's fiscal 

journey is far from complete. Some key 

challenges remain, such as broadening the tax 

base, reducing informality, and building 

compliance through trust. For voluntary 

compliance to thrive, tax rates must be fair, 

moderate, and aligned with people's ability to 

pay. Citizens also need to see tangible returns-

better infrastructure, public services, and 

responsive governance. To be sure, the present 

government has made visible progress; 

however, much more needs to be done. Tax 

rates on many items are still high, and the GST 

structure remains complex with many slabs. 

High rates incentivise evasion, burden 

enforcement, and fuel illicit markets, ulti-

mately undermining revenue and public 

welfare.
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High rates incentivise evasion, burden 
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T
he Committee against Smuggling & 

Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the 

Economy (CASCADE), a think-tank under 

the aegis of the industry association FICCI, 

observed the 5th Anti-Smuggling Day on 

February 11. The event had participation by 

government officials, representatives from 

the embassies, UN bodies and the industry. 

The concept of a day designated to highlight 

the pernicious impact of smuggling is laud-

able. While most people are broadly aware of 

the term smuggling, very few realize the 

impact of smuggling on the economy.

Smuggling as defined under the Customs Act 

and couched in typical legalese refers to any 

act or omission which will render 'such' goods 

to confiscation. The definition is wide and 

relates not only to import but also export, to 

illegal import or attempt to export of goods, 

but also to attempts to evade, payment of the 

correct tax, or a restriction or prohibition.

Gold (despite record licit imports contributing 

to a widening trade gap) and tobacco are 

smuggled because of the incessant demand 

and the tax structure which provides an 

arbitrage and high profit. Narcotics and 

synthetic drugs because they are prohibited 

and the profit margins are astronomical given 

the demand fueled by the increasing inci-

dence of drugs in the country; exotic animals 

again for the same reasons as are red 

sanders, an item falling under the Convention 

At the end of the day smuggling is an eco-

nomic activity. Policy makers must be cogni-

zant and strike a correct balance between 

revenue, consequences thereof and larger 

social goals. Where there is demand and the 

supply is restricted or costly, smuggling will 

follow. Thus, a whole gamut of goods is 

presently sought to be smuggled.
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Undoubtedly, substantial seizures of illicitly traded goods and 

instances of evasion occur in India and globally, but what is 

detected represents only a minuscule fraction of the overall 

criminal activity, notes former CBIC Chairman Najib Shah, 

underscoring the importance of CASCADE and its objectives.

SMUGGLING DAY

on International Trade in Endangered Species 

of wild fauna and flora (CITES) and restricted, 

which is attempted to be illegally exported to 

meet the demand in the far-east countries.

Then there are cases of products sought to be 

imported under the guise of licit import or 

mis-declared to evade duty or where trade is 

used to launder money. Smuggled goods are 

popular with the public at large because they 

are cheaper since they have not paid taxes or 

are otherwise prohibited.

Smuggling damages licit industry and results 

in licit jobs being lost. Yes, it does generate 

jobs which are necessary for the illegal 

activities, but these are criminal jobs and the 

country can do without these. Smuggled 

goods are invariably of poor quality with no 

after sales guarantees and are not safe - 

smuggled automobiles parts is a case in 

point. They can be health hazards especially 

since pharma products are also sought to be 

smuggled by unscrupulous criminals.

Serials like the popular Taskari currently on 

Netflix while glamorizing both the smuggler 

and the customs officer, undoubtedly are 

highlighting the problem but a lot more needs 

to be done. The daily seizures made the 

Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) and 

the other enforcement agencies is testimony 

to the fact the smuggling continues unabated. 

Enforcement agencies are stretched. With 

The damage that smuggling does is enor-

mous. Apart from the obvious generation of 

profits (higher the tax incidence, higher the 

profit) which are outside the tax net, this 

money, can in turn be used to fund other 

nefarious activity. All anti-national, terrorists' 

activity ultimately is financed by such acts of 

evasion. And in case the money is to be 

transferred to the principal architect who may 

be located outside the country, hawala 

transactions which are outside the licit 

banking channels are utilised resulting in yet 

another offence.

meagre resources they necessarily must make 

risk-based calls.

The Global Risks Report 2025 published by 

the World Economic Forum lists criminal and 

illicit economic activity as a potent risk; illicit 

activities have been defined as those that 

undermine economic advancement and 

growth, and includes but not limited to illicit 

financial flows, illicit trade and cybercrime. 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crimes (UNODC) estimates that transnational 

organised crime generates more than 1.5% of 

global GDP; The United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) esti-

mates are much higher; they believe that 

illicit trade drains nearly 3% of the world's 

economy with the illicit trade being valued at 

nearly US$3 trillion annually.

Criminals exploit this situation. Given the 

universally accepted acknowledgement that 

smuggling is harmful to the economy it is 

surprising that no specific day to highlight the 

dangers of smuggling and bring on board 

policy makers, enforcement agencies and the 

public at large on a common platform has 

happened thus far. CASCADE has conducted 

five editions of the Anti-Smuggling Day so far 

and awareness is being built-but obviously 

much more needs to be done.

Undoubtedly substantial seizures of illicit 

traded goods and detections of evasion take 

place in India and globally- but everybody 

acknowledges that what is detected is 

miniscule portion of the criminal activity 

which takes place. A problem which generates 

such vast funds of illicit money, funds the 
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T
he Committee against Smuggling & 

Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the 

Economy (CASCADE), a think-tank under 

the aegis of the industry association FICCI, 

observed the 5th Anti-Smuggling Day on 

February 11. The event had participation by 

government officials, representatives from 

the embassies, UN bodies and the industry. 

The concept of a day designated to highlight 

the pernicious impact of smuggling is laud-

able. While most people are broadly aware of 

the term smuggling, very few realize the 

impact of smuggling on the economy.

Smuggling as defined under the Customs Act 

and couched in typical legalese refers to any 

act or omission which will render 'such' goods 

to confiscation. The definition is wide and 

relates not only to import but also export, to 

illegal import or attempt to export of goods, 

but also to attempts to evade, payment of the 

correct tax, or a restriction or prohibition.

Gold (despite record licit imports contributing 

to a widening trade gap) and tobacco are 

smuggled because of the incessant demand 

and the tax structure which provides an 

arbitrage and high profit. Narcotics and 

synthetic drugs because they are prohibited 

and the profit margins are astronomical given 

the demand fueled by the increasing inci-

dence of drugs in the country; exotic animals 

again for the same reasons as are red 

sanders, an item falling under the Convention 

At the end of the day smuggling is an eco-

nomic activity. Policy makers must be cogni-

zant and strike a correct balance between 

revenue, consequences thereof and larger 

social goals. Where there is demand and the 

supply is restricted or costly, smuggling will 

follow. Thus, a whole gamut of goods is 

presently sought to be smuggled.
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Undoubtedly, substantial seizures of illicitly traded goods and 

instances of evasion occur in India and globally, but what is 

detected represents only a minuscule fraction of the overall 

criminal activity, notes former CBIC Chairman Najib Shah, 

underscoring the importance of CASCADE and its objectives.
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activities of terror outfits, 

which impacts and disrupts 

all segments of society and 

nations, and which has been 

p rev a le n t  f ro m  a c ro s s 

centuries with no signs of 

reducing, certainly warrants 

a bit more awareness. We 

should never forget that 

what is at stake is the 

national  and economic 

security of the nation.

Here is an activity which impacts every single 

country in the world, which needs coordi-

nated action amongst enforcement agencies 

across the globe and within each country, 

which fuels terrorist activity, which is growing 

by the day - and yet. The idea of a day is to 

mobilize political will, public awareness 

about a particular issue so that concerted 

action can be initiated. While CASCADE is 

doing its bit, the day needs national and 

global recognition.

In this context the Central 

Board of Indirect Taxes & 

Customs (CBIC) the body 

which will be most adversely 

impacted by smuggling 

given their mandate to 

ensure the integrity of the 

borders should though the 

Ministry of External Affairs 

seek to influence the UN to 

recognise this day. There are 

UN international days for 

pulses, happiness, bee, 

argania (have you even 

heard of this - it is a thorny shrub found in 

Morocco) bicycle, lake, translation, post, 

television, football among the more than 200 

days commemorated across the year for 

various causes.

The author, Najib Shah is former Chairman, 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs. 

The views are personal.

Observing an anti-smuggling day is not an 

admission of our inability to counter the 

problem; it is merely an acknowledgement of 

the extent of the problem and the urgent 

need to have all hands-on board especially 

the citizenry, to counter the menace. By 

merely not buying smuggled products we can 

cripple smuggling gangs. And if you were to 

still do so then we need to remember that we 

will have blood in our hands- we could very 

well by our act be financing, God forbid, the 

next terrorist activity in the country.
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Contraband and counterfeit products hurt the integrity of the brand, further diluting the brand owner's 

reputation. This not only results in erosion of sales of the legitimate product but further [CASCADE]s onto 

affect the consumers in the form of health and safety hazards.

With the above insight the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) took the 

initiative to dedicate a forum by establishing the Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting 

Activities Destroying the Economy - CASCADE on 18th January, 2011 at FICCI Federation House, New Delhi.

FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE)

www.ficcicascade.in

In the recent past India's economic growth story has attracted world's attention bringing new challenges for 

the domestic economy. One of the challenges currently faced is the growing illicit trade in counterfeits, pass 

offs and smuggled goods. These activities are also threatening brands not only in every region of the 

country but across the globe.

Established in 1927, FICCI is the largest and oldest apex business organisation in India. Its history is closely 

interwoven with India's struggle for independence, its industrialization, and its emergence as one of the 

most rapidly growing global economies.

A non-government, not-for-profit organisation, FICCI is the voice of India's business and industry. From 

influencing policy to encouraging debate, engaging with policy makers and civil society, FICCI articulates 

the views and concerns of industry. It serves its members from the Indian private and public corporate 

sectors and multinational companies, drawing its strength from diverse regional chambers of commerce 

and industry across states, reaching out to over 2,50,000 companies.

FICCI provides a platform for networking and consensus building within and across sectors and is the first 

port of call for Indian industry, policy makers and the international business community.

www.ficci.in


