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llicit Trade in terms of smuggling and

counterfeiting is considered as one of the world's

fastest growing'industry. It is an enduring
problem that escalates each day in scope and
magnitude and thus impacts industries, consumers,
governments, and economies. Smuggling and
‘counterfeiting can have broad economy-wide effects
on trade, foreign investment, employment,
innovation, criminality, environment and most
importantly on the health of the consumers.

8%-15% of global GDP is impacted due to illicit trade
and criminal activities. It is estimated that the total
economic and social costs globally due to
counterfeiting and piracy world-wide stood between
USD 737 to USD 898 billion in 2013 and this is expected
to go up to USD 1.54 to USD 1.87 trillion by 2022,
suggesting an increase of 108 per cent. In-addition
the total employment losses globally due to
counterfeit and piracy stood at 2 to 2.6 million jobs in
2013 and is expected to rise to 4.2 to 5.4 million jobs in
2022, suggesting an approximate increase of 110 per
cent.

For some time now illicit trade is also known to
provide the fuel that energizes the terror machine.
Many prominent terrorist organisations like the
Hezbollah, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Al-Qaida, ISIS, Irish
Republican Army rely on illicit trade for financing 20
per cent of their operations. In Italy, the mafia are
also known to run illicit trade supply chains and at
times the foreign organized crime groups manage
" day-to-day operations with mafia authorization and
oversight. The perpetrators of the Charlie Hebdo
attacks in Paris were found to have actively indulged
in the illicit trade of cigarettes. The list goes on and
we are racing against time to effectively counter this
“multi-dimensional evil force that is going from
strength to strength and has total disregard for
_human life. -
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With-a growing economy, India also faces the
challenge of countering illicit trade in smuggled &
counterfeit goods. In India, the size of illicit market is
estimated at Rs. 7,97,726 crore in 2022-23, as per the
FICCI CASCADE study titled “Challenging Landscape of
Illicit Trade: How Changing Factors of Consumption
Affect Illicit Market in 5 key industries in India”.
Considering 5 key industries—FMCG (packaged
goods), FMGC (personal and household care), alcohol,
tobacco, and textiles & apparel, where illicit trade is
undermining legitimate businesses, distorting
competition, and significantly eating into government
tax revenues. It is notable here that average increase
in these loses have been as much as 45 %, and in just
two years!!

Given the emphasis on India's economic development
and the much anticipated growth trajectory;
technology, invention, and innovation will play a key
role in charting out India's growth strategy. However,
illegal trade practices will prove to hinder this
progression. India today has the potential to become
a global manufacturing hub. However, in the absence
of an adequate enforcement mechanism to stop
counterfeiting and smuggling, can act as a dampener
in ac\hieving this goal.

Despite several efforts undertaken to curb smuggling,
counterfeiting.and piracy, the illicit markets continue
to thrive across all industry segments. Hence, a
proactive strategy should be in place to fight this
serious menace to public health and safety, and to
the national exchequer. Cooperation amongst
stakeholders (including intermational and domestic
regulatory and investigative agencies), streamlining
of complex tax structures, stringent governance
practices and enforcement of existing laws are
required to curb this tumorous threat.
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Major Issues/GConcerns

»

»

»

»

»

The challenge of counterfeited and smuggled
goods has emerged as a global problem

With low barriers to the market entry and
infiltration, no country is immune from the impact
of counterfeiting and smuggling and no single
sector can be said to be an exception

The market for fake or counterfeit or smuggled
products is one of the biggest challenges faced by
Indian industry, impacting 'Brand India' globally

Consumers receive poorer quality products that
are unregulated and unsafe

Businesses suffer lower income and damaged
brands, they may have to cut jobs and reduce
investment leading in turn to lower economic
growth

Set up on 18th January 2011, 'Committee Against

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying
the Economy' (CASCADE) by FICCI is a unique forum
working towards facing and countering the challenge
of growing illicit trade in counterfeits, pass offs and
smuggled goods in the domestic economy.

FICCI CASCADE continues ti highlight the following
key issues:

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Legitimate industry is adversely affected

Consumers' health and safety is being
jeopardized

Illegitimate industry is flourishing

Loss to the exchequer

Burden on welfare costs and enforcement cost
Black money being generated

Increased criminalization

4-PRONGED APPROACH OF
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Research and Proposing
Law Reforms
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Mandate

Awareness Generation

To put the issue of smuggled, contraband and
counterfeit products high on the socialagenda

To generate and spread awareness on the
hazardous impact of smuggled, contraband and
counterfeit products

To interact with the law enforcement authorities
to emphasize on the importance of continued
awareness and seriousness of the impact of
smuggled and counterfeit goods

To achieve a high "issue recall" on anti-
smuggling and anti-counterfeiting in the minds
of consumers and to sensitize the supply chain
personnel towards the harm that smuggled,
contraband and counterfeit products cause and
to emphasize the importance of their role in
grapplingwith the socialissue

| 4 |

Knowledge Management

To engage in systematic assimilation and
dissemination of enforcement techniques,
procedures and strategies for the guidance of
its members through various interactive events

To commission research and propose law and
policy reforms to Government and other
relevant stakeholders through knowledge
papers, report, studies on issues related to
counterfeitingand smuggling

To provide a platform for sharing the best
practices followed globally for combating
contraband, smuggled and counterfeit products

To engage in capacity building activities for the
benefit of law enforcementagenciesando
t her CASCADE stakeholders including Judicial,
Police and Customs Officers

To tap into initiatives of various international
fora such as ICC BASCAP, WIPO Advisory
Committee on Enforcement, WCO and others to
identify existing gaps in India and building
synergiesin collaborative mode

To study and have full appreciation of the
enforcement initiatives of developed countries
aswellas developing countries

Annual Report 2025-2026



Policy Advocacy

To assist the Government in formulating its
response to regional and multilateral
agreements and model laws being proposed by
international organizations such as INTA, WIPO,
WCO etc

To assist the Government of India in formulating
its position in ongoing bilateral negotiations
having an impact on enforcement issues related
to counterfeitingand smuggling

| 5 |

Networking

To work in synergy with other foreign
institutions and bodies working in the realm of
anti-counterfeiting and anti- smuggling

To identify and facilitate CASCADE stakeholders
to network with legal services providers and
investigators who have excellent relationships
in the local law enforcement machinery and
who have consistently delivered high vyield
counterfeiting raids across India
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Growing lllicit Trade: Destablllsmg
Economic Welfare
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geopolitical tensions, strained supply

chains, and increasing environmental
crises are creating conditions that enable the
growth of illicit trade. These challenges are
being actively exploited by criminal networks
to expand their operations, ultimately
leading to severe pressure on individual,

I n today's global landscape, rising

DPADE 20

MOVEMENT AGAINST SMUGGLED & COUNTERFEIT TRADE
18-19 September 2025 New Delhi

[13]

Annyal Report 20252026 i

societal and national safety and security. The
problem of smuggling, counterfeiting and
other forms of illicit trade are enemies of
progress and development, and their expan-
sion is detrimental to civilization.

In response to this alarming reality, FICCI
CASCADE has spearheaded the Movement




Against Smuggled and Counterfeit Trade
(MASCRADE), a flagship initiative dedicated to
combating the surge in illicit trade. FICCI
CASCADE successfully hosted the 11th edition
of MASCRADE, themed "Growing Illicit Trade:
Destabilising Economic Welfare", on 18th-
19th September 2025 at The Lalit, New Delhi.
The conference served as a crucial platform
to underscore the urgency of a united global
response to the growing menace of illicit
trade and its far-reaching consequences for
economies, governance systems, and societ-
ies at large.

Addressing the inaugural session as the Chief
Guest, Mr. Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon'ble
Minister of State (Independent Charge),
Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of
India, highlighted the transformative nature
of GST 2.0, stating that it is "not just about
taxation, it is about making life easier for
households and businesses." He stated that
the remarkable shift from 37 GST returns filed
annually in 2017 to only 3 today, reflecting
how governance can truly respond to indus-
try's needs. Mr. Meghwal further emphasised
the importance of clearly defining illicit trade
and working collectively to eliminate it. He
assured that the recommendations emerging
from MASCRADE 2025 will be taken to the
government and acted upon.

Addressing the gathering,
Dr. Rajiv Mani, Secretary,
Legislative Department,
Ministry of Law & Justice,
Government of India,
underscored the impor-
tance of innovation
alongside legal measures
in tackling illicit trade. He
remarked that history
shows how even progres-
sive ideas can falter

UFicc
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without proper safeguards, citing the 14th
century token currency experiment as an
example. Likewise, in today's context, he
emphasized the need to
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look beyond laws and adopt innovative
solutions to effectively combat the growing
menace of illicit trade.

In the video message, Ms. Gael Grooby,
Director, Policy and Standards, World
Customs Organization, highlighted the WCO's
efforts to support legitimate trade while
countering illicit flows. Citing Operation STOP,
she shared how counterfeit medical supply
chains were disrupted to protect consumers
and economies. She underscored the evolv-
ing challenges posed by e-commerce, which
enables the rapid spread of counterfeits, and
outlined the WCO's investments in Al, real-
time data sharing, and detection technolo-
gies to handle the surge in small packages.
She also acknowledged India's support in
enhancing the WCO's Customs Enforcement
Network (CEN) with improved data visualiza-
tion tools.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE,
congratulated the Hon'ble Prime Minister for

| 10 |
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announcing the historic and bold GST 2.0
reforms, calling it a significant step towards
Viksit Bharat. He stated that while GST 2017
transformed India's taxation landscape, GST
2.0 builds on that foundation with simplified
rate structures and enhanced efficiency, truly
embodying the vision of "One

Nation, One Tax." He reiterated
FICCI CASCADE's longstanding
advocacy for rational tax
structures to curb illicit trade,
pointing out that high tax
rates widen price gaps

that fuel smuggling

and counterfeiting.

GST 2.0, he said,
addresses these ~ ¥

7 ~
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issues effectively, and urged policymakers to
maintain a balanced structure to discourage
illicit markets.

Building on the spirit and success of
Operation Sindoor, which showcased the
power of clarity, precision, and coordination
in dismantling entrenched threats, Mr. Rajput
unveiled 'SHIELD', a strategic framework to
combat illicit trade in India. S stands for
Strategic Monitoring through tech-
enabled surveillance across supply

B
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chains; H for Harnessing Technology like Al,
blockchain, and analytics; | for Industry
Collaboration to share intelligence and
support enforcement; E for Enforcement
through swift action and deterrence; L for
Legal Reforms to strengthen laws and
expedite trials; and D for Demand Reduction
through public awareness to curb the
consumption of illicit goods at the source.

During the conference, FICCI CASCADE report
titled, "Decoding the Journey of GST Reforms:
GST and Its Effect on Economy, Business and
Household Consumption" was released. The
report acknowledges the government's
significant role in advancing GST 2.0 as a
transformative reform, underscoring its
impact in simplifying taxation, enhancing
fiscal strength, and shaping consumption
behaviour.

CcCl
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Anti-Counterfeiting and
Anti-Smuggling Awards

Mr. P K Malhotra, Former Secretary, Ministry
of Law & Justice, Government of India and
Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE empha-
sized that this battle cannot be fought by
governments alone, industry must invest in
authenticity, citizens must stay vigilant, and
stronger international collaboration is
essential for joint investigations, intelligence

sharing, and harmonized

<, standards.

The Day-1 of the
"conference also

{ .-F"

witnessed a Fireside Chat with Dr. Ajay Shabh,
Professor, National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy, New Delhi, and Mr.
Kebharu Smith, Director, Counterfeit Crimes
Unit (CCU), Amazon. The discussion delved
into the gravity of the illicit trade problem,
exploring its economic, technological, and
regulatory dimensions, and underscored the
need for collaborative strategies to effec-
tively address this growing challenge.

Day 2 of the conference brought together a
distinguished panel of leaders and experts,
featuring Mr. Rahul Navin, Director of
Enforcement, Directorate of Enforcement;
Mr. Abhai Kumar Srivastav, Director General,
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence; Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Manmohan Singh, Former judge,
High Court of Delhi; along with several other
eminent voices from policy, industry, acade-
mia, enforcement agencies and among
others. The discussions highlighted the need
for stronger enforcement mechanisms,
enhanced inter-agency coordination, and

I12|
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robust legal frameworks to curb illicit trade
and protect legitimate economic activity.

Delivering the valedictory address, Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Manmohan, Judge, Supreme Court
of India, underlined the importance of
collective action by the judiciary, govern-
ment, and civil society in tackling the grow-
ing menace of illicit trade. He highlighted
that illicit trade is estimated at nearly $3
trillion annually and cautioned that its
impact extends far beyond revenue loss. The
real cost manifests in job losses, stifling of
innovation, empowerment of criminal
networks, and the funding of terrorism,
making it not only an economic issue but
also a significant socio-economic and
security challenge. He called for a multi-
stakeholder approach, stressing the need for
collaboration across sectors to effectively
combat this pervasive threat.

In his special address, Mr. Mohan Kumar
Singh, Member - Compliance Management,
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs,
pointed out the enforcement and systemic

|13|
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challenges posed by illicit trade. He noted,
"Illicit trade not only undermines national
security but also provides funding channels
to organised crime networks. Vulnerabilities
arise from factors such as weak border
control, gaps in surveillance, lack of inter-
agency coordination, and regulatory com-
plexities. Combating this requires dynamic
and adaptable solutions, stronger informa-
tion-sharing across agencies, deployment of
advanced surveillance technologies,

and robust cross-border

cooperation

Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Manmohan Sarin,
Former Lokayukta, NCT
of Delhi, Chief Justice,
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir, Judge, High

26
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Court of Delhi and Think Tank Member, FICCI
CASCADE mentioned that that the industry
should not view itself merely as a victim of
counterfeit trade. Instead, it must actively
engage as a key partner in combating illicit
trade by fostering robust and resilient supply

chains, thereby safeguarding both business
integrity and consumer trust.

The 11th edition of MASCRADE witnessed
participation from senior functionaries of
leading international organisations such as
the WCO, WIPO, EUIPO, GITOC, TRACIT, DKPTO

| ETVIMERT AGAINST ¥k COUNTERFEIT TRADE
|

18-1% Septemt 5 New Defhi

EOETON

Judicial Power & Policy: Strengthening
Legal Framaworks to Combat lllicit Trade
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and among others. Over the two-day confer-
ence, experts from India and abroad made
insightful presentations and participated in
plenaries, stressing the significance of
empowering consumers to reject smuggled
and counterfeit goods and contribute to the

fight against illicit trade.

As part of the closing ceremony, Anti-
Counterfeiting and Anti-Smuggling Awards
were presented to enforcement officers,
school students and journalists for their role
in creating awareness and strengthening the
fight against illicit trade.
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ICCI CASCADE organised its 5th edition

of Anti- Smuggling Day on 11th

February 2026 at Hotel Le-Meridien,
New Delhi. The conference provided a
platform to the stakeholders to engage in
meaningful discussions on the evolving
nature of smuggling and its impact on
economies and societies.

Addressing the 5th Edition of Anti-Smuggling
Day, the Chief Guest, Mr. Mohan Kumar Singh,
Member - Compliance Management, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, under-
scored the growing complexity and scale of
illicit trade in the country. He observed that
smuggling has transformed into a highly
organised, technology-driven economic
crime with serious implications for national
security, economic stability, and public
safety.

Highlighting the robust enforcement mea-
sures undertaken by Customs formations and
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), Mr. Singh
apprised that enforcement
efforts have intensified
significantly in recent years.
In the first three quarters of
the current financial year
alone, authorities have
seized approximately 500
kilograms of gold, nearly 150
million sticks of illicit
cigarettes, over 20 metric
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tonnes of red sanders, around 120 kilograms
of cocaine, about 50 kilograms of heroin,
nearly 350 kilograms of amphetamines, and
close to 3,700 kilograms of hydroponic
cannabis at airports. Additionally, more than
100 cases of wildlife trafficking have been
detected, along with seizures involving dual-
use goods, arms, ammunition, drones, and
fake Indian currency notes, he added.

lﬁ:cr_

S

ING DAY




Mr. Singh further highlighted that India has
significantly strengthened its international
enforcement architecture, with 42 Mutual
Customs Cooperation Agreements (MoUs)
already signed and 21 more under negotia-
tion with major trading partners. He under-
scored the need to shift from isolated, event-
based seizures to a more holistic, network-
centric approach aimed at dismantling entire
smuggling syndicates. Stressing the impor-
tance of systemic intervention, he remarked
that enforcement agencies must target
financial flows, logistics enablers and
international linkages that sustain these
illicit networks.

In his welcome address, Mr. Anil Rajput,
Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, accentuated that
combating smuggling cannot be the respon-
sibility of a single institution or a country
alone. He mentioned that strong partner-
ships among compliant nations are vital to
promote legitimate trade, facilitate
intelligence sharing, and ensure
decisive action against illicit
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operators. He further informed that just as
UN-designated observances such as the
International Day against Drug Abuse and
Ilicit Trafficking have successfully mobilised
global attention, the recognition of an
International Anti-Smuggling Day by the
United Nations would serve as a powerful
platform to strengthen international cooper-
ation and collectively address

the root causes and far-
reaching conse-
quences of smug-

gling.

Mr. Rajput men-
tioned that as we
observe the 5th Anti-
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PANEL DISCUSSION
Strategic Enforcement Against Smuggling:
Protecting Economy, Borders, and Security

Smuggling Day, let us remind ourselves that
this fight is ultimately about choices-policy
choices, enforcement choices, business
choices and consumer choices. If we choose
legality over convenience, integrity over
dishonesty and cooperation over compla-
cency, we can ensure that smuggling finds no
space to take root. While choices matter, they
must translate into action. Mr. Rajput empha-
sized that right action at the right time by
policymakers is essential, as any delay risks
allowing illicit activity to deepen, leading to
consequences that can be catastrophic for
the economy and the nation.

The awards to the winners of the Digital Art
Competition on the theme 'Stand Against
Smuggling' were presented by Mr. M K Singh.
The competition received an overwhelming
response, with over 10,000 entries submitted
from diverse regions of the country, reflect-
ing widespread public engagement on the
issue.

Mr. P C Jha, IRS (Retd.), Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
& Former Chairman, Central Board of Indirect
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Taxes and Customs (CBIC), in his vote of
thanks, remarked that Anti-Smuggling Day is
"not a symbolic observance but a structural
necessity." He opined that smuggling today is
sustained by organised transnational
networks, misuse of legitimate trade chan-
nels and digital platforms that enable rapid
movement of illicit goods and proceeds. Mr.
Jha mentioned that enforcement must not
remain limited to intercepting consign-

ments, it must disrupt networks, deter
repeat offenders and dismantle the
financial structures that sustain illicit
trade.

The inaugural session was followed
by a panel discussion on
"Strategic Enforcement
Against Smuggling:
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Protecting Economy, Borders, and Security,"
which brought together senior officers from
leading enforcement agencies. The discus-
sion focused on emerging trends in smug-
gling, evolving concealment techniques, and
the growing use of technology by illicit
networks.

Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs and
Think Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE, stated
that smuggling has evolved into an increas-
ingly complex and sophisticated challenge.
He asserted that it endangers not only
government revenue but also national
security and the broader economic stability
of the country. Highlighting the multifaceted
nature of the threat, he underscored that no
single agency could tackle it in isolation. The
significant losses in revenue, employment,
and security, he noted, call for robust
coordination, seamless information-sharing,
and concerted action among all enforcement
agencies.

Brigadier Puspendar Sorayan, Commander 23
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Sector, Assam Rifles, stated that while
technology serves as a valuable force
multiplier, human intelligence continues to
remain the cornerstone of effective anti-
smuggling operations. He shed light on the
fact that it is actionable intelligence, com-
bined with precise and coordinated execu-
tion, that ultimately dismantles smuggling
networks. Sharing his perspective on
border management, he observed
that effective border control
demands a unified and collabora-
tive approach to curb the menace
of smuggling. He further noted
that strong cooperation from
both Central and State
agencies,
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particularly in intelligence sharing and
seamless on-ground coordination has
significantly strengthened enforcement
efforts.

Mr. Mayank Pandey, Additional Director,
Guwahati Zonal Office-Il, Enforcement
Directorate, underscored the significant
transformation in inter-agency coordination
in tackling smuggling. He mentioned that
earlier, information had to pass through
multiple layers of the 'proper channel, often
resulting in delays of weeks before any
concrete action could be taken. In contrast,
recent years have witnessed the establish-
ment of direct and seamless coopera-
tion among agencies, enabling
real-time intelligence sharing
and swifter action against '
{ [Ficcrm
=

E 3

—
-

smuggling networks. He
further underlined that
today, every enforce-
ment agency main-
tains a dedicated
open-source intelli-
gence team to monitor
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and curb smuggling activities.

Mr. Varun Koundinya, Additional Director,
Delhi Zonal Unit, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence affirmed that credible, ground-
based intelligence remains the decisive
factor in building strong and

sustainable cases against
smuggling networks. He drew
attention to the importance
of direct engagement and
real-time interaction
among officers of different
agencies, rather than relying
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solely on files moving through hierarchical
channels.

The deliberations continued with an engag-
ing panel discussion titled "Cross-Border
Synergy: Strengthening International
Partnerships to Combat Smuggling," which
brought into focus the growing need for
cohesive global action against increasingly
sophisticated smuggling networks. The
session explored how transnational coopera-
tion, intelligence convergence, and policy
alignment are critical to addressing the
evolving dynamics of illicit trade.

Dr. D P Dash, Former Pr. Director-General, DRI,
Former Chairman, Enforcement Committee,
World Customs Organisation (WCO) and Think
Tank Member, FICCI CASCADE observed that
smuggling networks often exploit institu-
tional and geographical divides to sustain
their operations. He pointed out that
enforcement agencies must counter this
challenge with unity and strategic cohesion.
Dr. Dash articulated that mutual trust, real-
time intelligence sharing, and technology-
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driven collaboration are indispensable in
combating the new and complex landscape
of smuggling.

The session was adeptly moderated by
Ms. Anuiya Yadav, Executive Editor, Times
Network, who steered the discussion towards
practical strategies for strengthen-
ing international enforcement
framework.

Mr. Anil Sinha, Former
Director, CBlI & Think Tank
Member, FICCI CASCADE /
shared his perspec- ’

tive on the growing
role of social
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media in inadvertently normalising illicit
products. He cautioned that when such
content is glamorised online, it shapes public
perception and indirectly fuels the demand
that sustains smuggling networks. He
stressed that greater public awareness and
responsible digital engagement are essential
components in the broader fight against
illicit trade. .

-

Mr. Kristian Holge, Regional Representative,
UNODC Regional Office for South Asia,
mentioned that smuggling today is a deeply
transnational crime that no single country
can combat in isolation. He noted that it
requires strong and sustained partnerships
linking law enforcement agencies, govern-
ments, and communities across borders. He
further remarked that as modern smuggling



networks exploit global trade routes and
advanced technologies, enforcement
responses must be equally sophisticated,
anchored in coordination, intelligence-led
operations, and technological innovation.

Mr. Gagandeep Singh, Regional CBP Attache,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S.
Embassy opined that multi-agency and
multinational task forces are demon-
strating how collaborative

teamwork can outpace even

the most organised and
technologically adept
smuggling syndicates. He
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S

emphasised that public-private partnerships
are indispensable, as enforcement efforts
alone are insufficient to curb the menace. By
educating and actively engaging first points
of contact in trade and travel ecosystems, he
noted, agencies can significantly amplify
their collective impact against illicit trade.

The conference witnessed an overwhelming
response from more than 350 industry
captains, representatives from consumer
forums, enforcement agencies, government
officials, legal experts, among
others. The 5th Edition of Anti-
Smuggling Day concluded with a
renewed commitment from all
stakeholders to strengthen
coordinated action against illicit
trade, reinforcing the need
for sustained enforce-
ment and global
cooperation to
safeguard the
nation's economy
and security.
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“Earlier, infarmation on smuggling would rove
thraugh layers of ‘proper channel' and take
weeks, but in recent years we have built direct
cooperation where agencies share intelligence
in real time, allowing faster action against
srnuadling networks,

n Mayank Pandey

Additionsd Diresctor, Giwabati Zanal
affice - Il Enforcemeant Directoras

£4

To combat the menace of smuggling
must move ond fragmentad e
embrace a unified inter-agency
international strat on
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India boosts global ties on
5th Anti-Smuggling Da
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‘India deepens
capabilitiesto
curbsmuggling’

New Delhi: India hassignifi-
cantly enhanced its global
enforcement capabilitiesto
curbtransnational smug-
gling networks through

42 Mutual Customs Cooper-
ation Agreements with
major trading partners,
while 21 more such pacts are

under negotiation, CBIC T

Member Mohan Kumar
Singh said Wednesday at

the 5th Editionof Anti- i

Smuggling Day organised
by FICCICASCADE. PTI

with 42 MoUssigned, 21 undernegotiation: CBIC Member
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llltia mlts 42 Molls
to curb smuggling

New Delhi: Underscoring the
expanding scale and sophis-
tication of transnational
smuggling networks, mem-
ber, compliance manage-
ment, Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC), Mohan Kumar Singh
on Wednesday highlighted
that India has significantly
strengthened its internation-
al enforcement framework
with 42 mutual customs
cooperation agreements
(MolUs) already signed and
21 more under negotiation
with major trading partners.
Addressing the S5th edition
of Anti-Smuggling Day
organised by FICCI CAS-
CADE, Mr Singh said that
smuggling has evolved into
an organised and technole-
gy-driven economic crime
with direct implications for
national security and eco-
nomic stability.
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TWITTER PODCAST ON

to the United Kingdom

EUILDING STRATEGIC
ALLIANCES FOR A UNIFIED
GLOBAL RESPONSE
AGAINST ILLICIT TRADE

i
(&

Farmer Higl
to the

"Illicit trade is not merely an economic
scourge- it is a multidimensional threat with
global repercussions,” asserted Mr.
Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha, Former High
Commissioner of India to the United Kingdom,
during an insightful FICCI CASCADE Twitter
Space session. Speaking on the theme
"Building Strategic Alliances for a Unified
Global Response against Illicit Trade," Mr.
Sinha unpacked the complex nature of illicit
markets and their growing linkages to
organized crime and terrorism.

Mr. Sinha highlighted that the rapid evolution

April 25, 2025|New Delhi

40

with Mr. Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha, Former High Gommissioner of India

of criminal networks, leveraging shell
companies, digital currencies, and global
supply chains, has enabled illicit trade to
flourish across borders. "What begins as
counterfeit goods or smuggling operations
often escalates into a broader threat, one
that undermines national economies,
endangers consumer safety, and erodes the
rule of law," he said.

From counterfeit goods and smuggling to
expansive black-market operations, illicit
trade undermines economic stability,
corrodes institutional trust, and weakens the
rule of law. Enforcement agencies face
mounting challenges due to the scale,
complexity, and sophistication of these
networks. "The sprawling nature of
international supply chains, coupled with the
immense volume of global trade, makes
inspection and monitoring a formidable task,"
Mr. Sinha remarked.

He further noted that many enforcement
bodies, particularly in developing countries,
are constrained by limited resources,
personnel shortages, and fragmented
regulatory frameworks, these factors severely
hamper their ability to track, disrupt, and
prosecute illicit trade. "It's not just about
identifying illegal goods; it's about navigating
a maze of concealment and legal hurdles," he
said. Mr. Sinha emphasized that specialized
training programmes, such as those led by
FICCI CASCADE, are essential to strengthening
enforcement capabilities and bridging critical
operational gaps.

Drawing attention to the security
implications, Mr. Sinha stressed the nexus
between illicit trade and terrorism financing.
"Illicit trade isn't just draining public finances,
but it is also empowering extremist groups
with untraceable funds,” he warned. Porous
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borders and weak surveillance mechanisms
make it easier for smuggled goods and dirty
money to move undetected, with devastating
consequences for regional stability.

Mr. Sinha called for a globally synchronized
response built on intelligence-sharing,
technological integration, and policy
harmonization. "A coordinated framework-
rooted in trust, secure communications, and
real-time access to actionable intelligence is
essential," he said. "Standardized data
formats and mutual legal assistance
agreements can go a long way in turning
fragmented efforts into unified action."

Commending FICCI CASCADE's proactive role,
he stated, "Platforms like these are vital, not
only for raising awareness, but also for
translating concern into concrete
enforcement and policy responses. By
bringing together industry, law enforcement,
and policymakers, FICCI CASCADE is building

REC
Building Strategic Alllances Tor a Globial
R nse to lllicit Trade
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Building Strategic Alliances for a Global
Responae to llicit Trads
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Mr. Yashvardhan Kumar Sinha

the foundation for a stronger, more resilient
fight against illicit trade."

The session concluded with a strong message:
countering illicit trade requires not just
reactive measures, but sustained global
collaboration, consumer education, and a
robust investment in institutional capacity.
"Strategic alliances and shared responsibility
are the keys to dismantling the economic and
security threats posed by this shadow
economy," Mr. Sinha affirmed.
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with Mr. Ajai Sahni, Executive Director, Institute for Conflict Management, Delhi
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Disrupting Organized Crime:
Enforcement Strategies for a
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Borderless Threat

"Organized crime and illicit trade are deeply
interconnected, forming a mutually
reinforcing ecosystem that causes severe
economic damage," asserted Mr. Ajai Sahni,
Executive Director, Institute for Conflict
Management, Delhi, during an insightful FICCI
CASCADE Twitter Space session. Speaking on
the theme "Disrupting Organized Crime:
Enforcement Strategies for a Borderless
Threat," Mr. Sahni highlighted that illicit trade
ranging from counterfeit goods and
smuggling to trafficking in narcotics, wildlife,
and substandard products, provides
organized crime networks with enormous,

42

November 26, 2025|New Delhi

low-risk and high-profit revenue streams.
These proceeds are often laundered and
reinvested into other criminal activities,
strengthening syndicates and enabling them
to corrupt institutions and evade law
enforcement. The economic consequences
are far-reaching: legitimate industries suffer
revenue losses, governments are deprived of
critical tax income, innovation is stifled, and
job losses mount. Sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, FMCG, tobacco, electronics,
textiles, and e-commerce are particularly
vulnerable due to complex supply chains,
high consumer demand, price sensitivity, and
regulatory gaps that criminals exploit with
ease.

In recent years, organized crime has evolved
rapidly in response to globalization, digital
trade, and expanding online marketplaces.
Criminal networks now operate across
borders with remarkable agility, leveraging
anonymized online platforms, social media,
dark web marketplaces, and sophisticated
logistics to distribute illicit goods at scale.
The rise of small-parcel shipping, digital
payments, and cryptocurrencies has further
complicated detection and enforcement. At
the same time, gaps persist in tackling illicit
trade, particularly in uneven policy
frameworks, limited awareness among
consumers and businesses, and enforcement
challenges such as capacity constraints,
jurisdictional overlaps, and inadequate use of
intelligence-driven tools. These weaknesses
allow criminal networks to stay ahead of
traditional enforcement mechanisms,
underscoring the need for coordinated and
adaptive responses.

To effectively disrupt illicit trade and
organized crime, policymakers must prioritise
three key enforcement strategies:
strengthening regulatory and legal
frameworks with deterrent penalties;
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leveraging technology such as artificial
intelligence, data analytics, and supply-chain
tracking to detect and prevent illicit flows;
and fostering robust public-private
partnerships. Collaboration between
governments, industry, and civil society,
through initiatives such as those led by FICCI
CASCADE plays a pivotal role in intelligence
sharing, capacity building, and awareness
generation. By combining enforcement with
preventive measures, technological
innovation, and collective action,
stakeholders can build greater resilience
against the economic and social impact of
organized crime and illicit trade, ensuring
that markets remain transparent, competitive,
and secure.

The session concluded with a strong message:
combating organized crime and illicit trade
demands sustained vigilance, mutual
responsibility, and coordinated action across
borders and sectors. Only through robust

AEC AEC

Disrupthag Onlanized Crime; Strategies
for a Borderless Threat
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Mr. Ajai Sahni

enforcement, intelligent use of technology,
informed consumer choices, and effective
public-private collaboration can the
economic and social harms of illicit trade be
meaningfully reduced and the integrity of
legitimate markets safeguarded.

The strong interest in the session was
reflected in the overwhelming participation of
over 25,000 attendees.
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SEMINAR ON
PROACTIVE APPROAGHES TO GOMBAT
GOUNTERFEITING AND SMUGGLING

May 21, 2025| Trivandrum, Kerala

"Proactive Approaches to Combat

Counterfeiting and Smuggling” on 21st
May, Trivandrum, Kerala aimed at addressing
the growing threat posed by illicit trade. The
seminar brought together policymakers,
enforcement agencies, industry representa-
tives, and civil society to discuss collaborative
strategies to curb counterfeiting and smug-
gling, which have far-reaching implications
for public safety, economic stability, and
national security.

FICCI CASCADE organized a seminar titled

While speaking at the seminar, Shri. P
Rajeeve, Hon'ble Minister for Law, Industries,
and Coir, Government of Kerala, emphasized
that the proliferation of counterfeit and
smuggled goods poses significant risks to
society. These illegal activities endanger
public health, obstruct economic growth, and
in certain cases, contribute to the funding of
organized crime and terrorism. The Minister
underscored the need for a coordinated,

46

multi-stakeholder approach that involves
government entities, industry associations,
and civil society working together to safe-
guard national interests and the welfare of
citizens.

He further reaffirmed the Kerala govern-
ment's strong commitment in addressing this
issue through collaborative measures involv-
ing law enforcement, industry partners, and
local communities. The Minister highlighted
the adoption of advanced technologies such
as drone-based surveillance for real-time
monitoring, especially in vulnerable coastal
and border regions. He also commended FICCI
CASCADE for its ongoing efforts in raising
awareness and mobilizing public support to
reject and resist the circulation of counterfeit
and smuggled products.

Sharing his perspective on the economic
impact of illicit trade, Shri. AP M Mohammed
Hanish, Principal Secretary, Department of
Industries & Commerce, Government of
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Kerala stated that illicit trade is not only
harming legitimate businesses but also
significantly undermining government
revenues. Shri Hanish opined that the state's
firm resolve to combat this threat through a
comprehensive strategy-strengthening
surveillance mechanisms, deploying
advanced technologies at key checkpoints,
and fostering seamless inter-agency coordi-
nation. He commended the initiative, saying,
FICCI CASCADE's seminar is a timely interven-
tion that will elevate public consciousness
and strengthen collaboration among all
stakeholders in the fight against smuggling.

While delivering the welcome address, Dr M |
Sahadulla, Immediate Past Chairman, FICCI
Kerala State Council emphasized on the need
to address existing policy gaps, enforcement
challenges, limited public awareness, and
emerging digital vulnerabilities in the battle
against illicit trade. He emphasized that
leveraging technological advancements such
as authentication mechanisms, traceability
frameworks, and Al-driven surveillance will
be instrumental in curbing counterfeiting and
smuggling. Dr. Sahadulla further highlighted
that consumer education must form the
cornerstone of any effective strategy. "An
informed consumer," he mentioned, "serves
as the first line of defense against illicit
goods." Fostering a culture rooted in aware-
ness, ethical consumption, and shared
responsibility, he added, is vital to sustaining
long-term impact.

FICCI
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Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former
Chairman, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs shared a detailed presentation on
"Outlining the Landscape of Illicit Trade
Practices - Analysis & Implications," offering
deep insights into the evolving dynamics and
far-reaching consequences of illicit trade. Mr.
Jha noted that India's robust economic growth
has given rise to a dynamic and increasingly
aspirational consumer base. Between 1999-
2000 and 2022-23, rural and urban consump-
tion at current prices surged 7.6 times driven
by higher incomes, rapid urbanisation, and
improved access to education and economic
opportunities. However, this surge in aspira-
tions has not always been matched by
corresponding purchasing power, creating
fertile ground for illicit trade and counterfeit-
ing. He also mentioned that smugglers are
exploiting price disparities and regulatory
gaps to tap into this unmet demand.

Mr. Baby Mathew Somatheeram, Chairman &
Managing Director, Somatheeram Ayurveda
Group & Convenor FICCI Tourism Committee
stated that that Kerala too has fallen victim to
the growing menace of counterfeiting,
smuggling, and contrabands. These persistent
threats have far-reaching consequences,
affecting industries, law enforcement agen-
cies, consumers, the government, and the
economy at large. The expanding market for
illicit goods is spreading rapidly and poses
one of the most significant challenges facing
Indian industry today.
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A key highlight of the seminar was a thought-
provoking panel discussion on "Policies to
Prevent Counterfeiting and Smuggling," where
Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Special Commissioner of Police, New
Delhi, offered valuable insights into the
growing reach of the illicit market. He shed
light on the grey market's rapid expansion in
rural India, particularly among the emerging
middle- and lower-income segments. Once
primarily confined to urban, high-income
areas, counterfeiting and smuggling have now
made deep inroads into rural regions,
underscoring the expanding scale and reach
of these illicit activities. Mr. Chand noted that
both the central government and the
Government of Kerala have taken proactive
measures to curb this growing threat.

Dr. Tiju Thomas, Commissioner of GST,
Customs and Central Excise cited that there is
a strong connection between gold smuggling
and money laundering in the country. Gold
being a low volume, high value item which is
easily concealable, transportable and quickly
disposable, finds wide acceptance among
money laundering syndicates. He also
pointed to a notable rise in the number of
cigarette seizures in 2023-2024, with a total of
90.98 million units confiscated. Adding further
depth and perspective to the discussion, the
panel featured several distinguished experts
from diverse sectors. The esteemed panellists

Seminar or

included; Dr. Arul R B Krishna, IPS,
Superintendent of Police, Railways, Kerala; Mr.
Kalliyoor Sasi, Vice President, Kerala Film
Chamber, General Secretary, Kerala Film
Society and Mr. Anish P Joseph, Regional
Business Manager Kerala - STN, HMD Global
Oy.

The seminar saw a gathering of over 150
industry captains, consumer forum represen-
tatives, government officials, and various
stakeholders from across sectors. Their active
participation and diverse perspectives
underscored a shared commitment in tackling
the growing menace of illicit trade through
collaborative dialogue and actionable policy
solutions

Seminar on

rica. .,
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Laws to tackle counterfeiting
will be tightened: Minister

Tinkes News Netwoi

A mister forindustries P
\ [ Rajoeve sakl the govt
Is actively promoting
formalisation of industries,
encouraging digital practices
and warking to strengthen
laws to curb coumterfeiting
and smikzzling
Speaking at o seminar tit-
el ‘Proactive Approaches to
Combat Counterfeiting and
Smugeling’ organised by FIC
CI in the city on Wednesday,
Rujeeve sald, “We are encou-
raging greater formalisation
of husinesses because coun
terfeiting thrives in the infor
mul secton” He added that the
oovt b8 moving o fast-track
amendments tothe Legal Met-

rology Act and the Copyrizht
Act, Stressing the importance
of education and awareness,
the minister noted that onter-
prise registrations hove in-
creased, and  enforcement
agencies—Iincluding the poli-
eeantd central agencies— have
starts] sharing information.

FICCI SEMINAR

QR codes, tamper-proof
packaging, and digital practi-
pes are belng encouraged to
improve traceability and re-
duce counterieiting, he sajd.

“The govi stands with the
mational policy as counterfei-
ting and smuggling undermi-
netheedpeol businesses, hin-
der economic growth, affect

govt rovienue, and erode con-
sumer confidence,” he said

PC Jha, advisor to FICCI
Cascade and former chalr-
man of the CRITC, ighlighted
the scale of the problem. He
called for stronger penal pro-
visions, higher fines that eli-
minate prafil ncentives, se-
paarate soonomie courts, and a
dedicated govt sk foree to
tackle the msoe

Jha said the counterfeit
market is especially large in
sasrtos ke dirugs and medici-
nes, pocknged food, cosime-
tics, tobaceo, and aleohol. He
snid an estimated 0% of co-
unterfeit products aresold via
epomumerce  platforms  and
wirned that smugpling lm-
pacts iocal employmaend,
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United front
needed
against illicit
trade: Rajeeve

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Law, Industries, and Coir
Minister . Rajeeve has em-
phasised the urgent need
for collaborative strategy
to address the growing
threats of illicit trade.
Inaugurating a seminar
on ‘Proactive Approaches
to Combat Counterfeiting
and Smuggling' organised
by FICCI CASCADE here on
Wednesday, Mr. Rajeeve
highlighted the severe eco-
nomic, social and security
implications of counterfeit-

ing and smuggling.

10% of global trade

IMlicit trade, he pointed
out, accounts for nearly
10% of global trade, posing
a significant challenge to
India’s growth and indus-
trial integrity. Emphasising
Kerala's vulnerability due
to its vibrant industrial and
trade sectors, he outlined
the State government's
multi-pronged strategy, in-
cluding stricter enforce-
ment, technological inter-
ventions like QR-coded
packaging and blockchain-
based tracking, and robust
CONSUMer education

campaigns.
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SEMINAR ON
ILLIGIT TRADE IN FOGUS: STATE - LEVEL AGTION
AGAINST GOUNTERFEITING & SMUGGLING

June 30, 2025| Ahmedabad, Gujarat

ICCI CASCADE has been at the forefront

of raising awareness about the grave

threats posed by illicit trade.
Recognizing the widespread consequences of
counterfeiting and smuggling on public
health, safety, and economic well-being,
CASCADE has been conducting pan-India
seminars to educate stakeholders and
mobilize action. In line with this direction,
FICCI CASCADE organized a seminar titled,
"Illicit Trade in Focus: State - Level Action
Against Counterfeiting & Smuggling" on 30th
June 2025 at Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Delivering the keynote address, Mr. Pranesh
Pathak, Chief Commissioner of Customs,
Ahmedabad Zone, highlighted the escalating
threat posed by organized smuggling opera-
tions in the wake of India's economic growth
and expanding global trade. He apprised that
as the nation's economy continues to
expand, it has become an attractive target

for sophisticated illicit syndicates.
\ From gold, liquor, and narcotics
to cigarettes and high-end
luxury watches, there has been
a marked surge in attempts to

illegally transport goods across India's
borders, added Mr. Pathak.

Mr. Pathak opined that such activities not
only result in significant revenue losses but
also pose grave risks to national security,
public health, and the legitimate economy.
Citing an example, he highlighted how
Godhra Customs seized over 8 million
counterfeit cigarettes, psychotropic sub-
stances valued at over Rs. 150 crore and
luxury watches worth Rs. 13 crores. He
mentioned that these substantial seizures,
serve as a stark reminder of the audacity and
evolving tactics employed by illicit trade
networks to undermine the nation's eco-
nomic integrity.

Mr. Neeraj Kumar Badgujar, Additional
Commissioner of Police, Ahmedabad City,
Gujarat stated that illicit trade not only
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lllicit Trade in Focus:
State - Level Action Against Counterfeiting & Smuggling

strengthens criminal networks but also poses
serious threats to public safety and eco-
nomic stability. He underscored the need for
law enforcement agencies to remain
proactive through intelligence-led policing,
enhanced inter-agency coordination, and
active community engagement. Mr. Badgujar
further said that raising public awareness is
a vital component in the collective fight
against smuggling and counterfeiting.

Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
and Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs, in his presentation titled
"Outlining the Landscape of Illicit

\Gm

_cn;cxal

Trade Practices - Analysis & Implications,"
highlighted that smuggling thrives on cost
arbitrage driven by high indirect taxes and
regulatory loopholes. He explained that
when duties on products such as tobacco,
liquor, and gold are excessively high, they
create strong incentives for illegal trade,
which undermines legitimate businesses and
leads to significant revenue losses for the
government. Mr. Jha emphasized that the
disparity between legal and illegal market
prices not only distorts fair competition but
also exposes consumers to counterfeit and
substandard goods, posing serious risks to
public health and safety.

Emphasizing the urgent need for a compre-
hensive strategy to combat illicit trade, Mr.
Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Special Commissioner of Police, New
Delhi, while chairing a panel discussion on
policies to prevent counterfeiting and

S |51|*
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smuggling, stated that counterfeiting and
smuggling are not just economic crimes but
they are serious threats to national security,
public health, and consumer trust. We need
coordinated policy reforms, real-time
intelligence sharing, and stronger public-
private collaboration, as well as raising
consumer awareness to stop these traffick-
ers. Such an approach rooted in both preven-
tion and enforcement are key to protecting
legitimate businesses and safeguarding
India's economic future.

The panel also featured distinguished
speakers who brought diverse perspectives
to the discussion. The other speakers
included Mr. Shrikant Awachar, Additional
Director, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence,
Ahmedabad Zonal Unit; Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice
President- Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd. and
Ms. Anindita Mehta, CEO, Consumer
Education & Research Centre.

Bringing in a local perspective and reinforc-
ing the industry-government partnership,
Mr. Parth Desai and Dr. Jaimin Vasa, Members
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of the FICCI Gujarat State Council, shared
their insights and emphasized the need for
collective action at the state level to effec-
tively combat the menace of illicit trade.

The programme witnessed an enthusiastic
participation from over 200 stakeholders,
including industry experts, government
officials, enforcement agencies, and
informed consumers. Their active engage-
ment contributed to meaningful dialogue
and knowledge sharing, while also benefiting
from insights on the emerging developments,
challenges, and collaborative strategies to
combat illicit trade.

s
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‘Customs dept seized smuggled
goods worth z163cr in Gujarat’
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India amid economic growth, says top
Customs official
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Smuggling poses serious threat to
legitimate industries and erodes
investor confidence: Pranesh Pathak
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SEMINAR ON
STRENGTHENING SEGURITY: STRATEGIES TO GOMBAT
GOUNTERFEITING AND SMUGGLING

November 13, 2025 | The Park Hotel, Kolkata

ICCI CASCADE has consistently played a

catalytic role in spotlighting the

multifaceted risks posed by illicit trade
and galvanising collective action against it.
With counterfeiting and smuggling increas-
ingly impacting public health, consumer
safety, and economic stability, CASCADE has
been driving nationwide engagement
through a series of pan-India awareness and
capacity-building seminars. Continuing this
sustained outreach, FICCI CASCADE organised
a seminar titled "Strengthening Security:
Strategies to Combat Counterfeiting and
Smuggling" on 13th November 2025 in
Kolkata, bringing together key stakeholders
to deliberate on effective countermeasures.

Mr. Biplab Mitra,
Minister-in-Charge,
Consumer Affairs
Department,
Government
of West
Bengal,
graced the

occasion as the Chief Guest. He highlighted
that counterfeiting and smuggling not only
undermine legitimate businesses but also
exploit consumers by exposing them to
unsafe and substandard products.
Emphasising that the protection of consumer
rights is fundamental to building a fair and
transparent marketplace, he called for a
collective and coordinated effort involving
government agencies, industry, and civil
society. He noted that awareness and
vigilance remain the most effective tools to
ensure that consumers are not victimised by
illicit trade.

Mr. Mitra further underscored the
Government of West Bengal's strong commit-
ment to safeguarding consumer interests
through close coordination with law enforce-
ment agencies, industry stakeholders, and
local communities. He opined that the state
is increasingly leveraging technology and
intelligence-led surveillance to detect and
deter illicit activities, particularly in border
and coastal regions. He also commended
FICCI CASCADE for its sustained efforts in
empowering consumers and fostering
poration to counter the growing threats
l. erfeit and smuggled goods.



Highlighting the importance of robust
governance in tackling illicit trade,
Mr. Tirthankar Halder, Special Secretary,
Consumer Affairs Department, Government of
West Bengal, while addressing the seminar,
reiterated the state's commitment to
strengthening consumer protection and
enhancing enforcement coordination to curb
illicit trade in the region.

Ms. Sonali Ghosal, Co-Chair, FICCI West
Bengal State Council and Managing Director,
Nightingale Group of Companies, accentu-

ated that illicit activities such as
counterfeiting and smuggling are not
merely regulatory or legal viola-
tions, but reflect deeper structural

FICCI
S

challenges that disrupt manufacturing
ecosystems, undermine the rule of law, and
divert the benefits of economic development
away from legitimate stakeholders.

Mr. P.C. Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Chairman, CBIC, delivered an in-
depth presentation outlining the landscape
of illicit trade practices, their analysis, and
broader implications. He highlighted that
illicit trade poses a direct threat to India's
tax framework by depriving the government
of vital revenues required for nation-
building. He stated that counterfeiting and
smuggling distort fair competition, erode the
tax base, and weaken the formal economy.
Emphasising India's ambition to achieve a $5
trillion economy, he underscored the need to
strengthen compliance, reinforce GST
enforcement mechanisms, and plug revenue
leakages. He further stressed that sustained
coordination among tax authorities, enforce-
ment agencies, and industry stakeholders is
essential to protect both consumers and the
public exchequer.
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The panel discussion on the theme "Policies
to Prevent Counterfeiting and Smuggling"
explored key regulatory, enforcement, and
collaborative measures needed to curb illicit
trade and protect legitimate markets.
Addressing the session, Mr. K. Ramakrishnan,
Additional Director General, Kolkata Zonal
Unit, Directorate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI), emphasised that combating counter-
feiting and smuggling is central to DRI's

W

mandate of protecting India's economic
security. He shed light on the fact that such
illicit activities result in significant revenue
losses for the government, distort fair trade,
and pose serious risks to consumer safety.
Highlighting the role of intelligence-led
enforcement and coordinated action, he
reaffirmed DRI's commitment to dismantling
organised smuggling networks, intercepting
counterfeit goods, and strengthening collab-
oration and public awareness to preserve the
integrity of India's markets.

Mr. Vidit Raj Bhundesh, Deputy Commissioner
(Detective Department), Kolkata Police,
highlighted that the growing menace of
counterfeiting and smuggling poses a
serious threat not only to the econ-
omy but also to public safety and
national security. He emphasised
that the police play an important
frontline role in detecting, investi-
gating, and dismantling illicit
networks that often operate across
state boundaries and international
borders. He further underscored the

Annual Report 2025-2026



need to strengthen intelligence-sharing
mechanisms, enhance inter-agency coordi-
nation, and build specialised capacities
within law enforcement to effectively
respond to the evolving nature of these
crimes. He added that sustained collabora-
tion with industry and other stakeholders is
equally essential to disrupt supply chains
and curb illicit trade at its source.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate
Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted that every
smuggled cigarette sold not only deprives
the nation of vital revenue but also fuels
organised crime. He stressed the need to
change prevailing mindsets, strengthen
enforcement, and support a fair and lawful
industry. He further mentioned that the legal
cigarette industry in India is under significant
pressure from illicit and counterfeit trade.
Despite being a highly regulated product,
factors such as high taxation and misinfor-
mation about legal products are pushing

FICCI

\/

consumers towards illegal alternatives,
adversely affecting public health and the
economy.

Other key panellists included Mr. Deep
Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former
Special Commissioner of Police; Mr. Harsh V.
Agarwal, Executive Director, Oriplast and
Member, FICCI; Mr. Sandeep Sengupta,
Director, Indian School of Ethical Hacking
(ISOEH) and Mr. Supriyo Ghosh, Partner,
Girish Chandra Ghosh & G.G.S.

The programme witnessed an enthusiastic
participation from over 200 stakeholders,
including industry experts, government
officials, enforcement agencies, and
informed consumers. Their active engage-
ment contributed to meaningful dialogue
and knowledge sharing, while also benefiting
from insights on the emerging developments,
challenges, and collaborative strategies to
combat illicit trade.
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Seminar
on

STRENGTHENING SECURITY:
STRATEGIES TO COMBAT
COUNTERFEITING AND SMUGGLING
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Minister Biplab Mitra calls

for strangar enforcament Protecting consumers: State steps up fight
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agains illicit trade, calls for collective action

KOLKATA, NOV 13/--/Biplah Mitra, Minister-in-Charge,
Zonsumer Affairs Department, Government of West
Jengal, today said, "Counterfeiting and smuggling not

mly

harm legitimate businesses but also exploit
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valued at abowe Rz 2.23 lakh crore and for personal and hoosshold care at As 73,813 crove.

Sorall Ghoshal, co-chalr of Ficd 'West Bengal State Councl, said India’s rapid sconomic growth has

lllicit mkt in 5 key
sectors valued at
71.9L cr: Study
Vedanta Dasgupta

Holkata: Thesizeof the iilicit
market Tn five koy soctors —
packaged FMCG, including
personal pnd household care,
alcohol, tobaeco, textiles and
appare] — wos vialued at Rs 7.8
Inkh crore, according to a
Fleol-Cascade study

The study highlighted that
e apparel and texiiles sag
ment, valued ot around Fs .03
Inkh crore, makes s fiar aver
0% of illicit trade. The illicit
market for packaged FMUOG
wias estimnted to be valusd &t
above Rs 1.2 lakh crore and
fur persanal and household
careat K5 73,814 crore,

SBonall Ghoshal, cochair
of Ficci West Bengal State Co-
unedl, sald India's rapld sco
nomicgrowth has invited new
villnrabilities,
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLIGE OFFICERS ON
ILLIGIT TRADE, FRAUD & ORGANIZED GRIME: BUILDING
ENFORGEMENT GAPAGITY FOR A SAFER MARKETPLAGE

n its continued endeavour to strengthen

enforcement capacities and foster

collaborative action against the growing
menace of illicit trade, FICCI CASCADE
organised a capacity-building programme for
police officers of Delhi. The initiative aimed
to sensitise law enforcement personnel to
the multifaceted challenges posed by illicit
trade, which spans across sectors and
increasingly involves sophisticated, technol-
ogy-enabled criminal networks. The
programme brought together senior police
officials, industry leaders, legal experts, and
cyber specialists to share insights, exchange
best practices, and explore strategies to
protect legitimate markets and national
interests.

Delivering the keynote address as Chief
Guest, Mr. Mohammad Ali, Deputy Director,
Training, Delhi Police, highlighted the
increasing sophistication of illicit trade
networks and the critical
need for anticipatory
and well-coordinated
enforcement
strategies. He

ﬁfﬁ :-fthx

ﬂﬂi _.MOHAMM DALl &

pointed out that illicit trade today is not an
isolated phenomenon, it is intricately linked
to organized criminal syndicates and finan-
cial fraud, posing serious threats to both
national security and economic growth.

Mr. Ali underscored that the role of the police
has become more demanding than ever. "Our
officers must be armed not only with modern
tools and intelligence, but also with the
ability to collaborate seamlessly across
agencies," he remarked. Strengthening
operational capabilities, sharpening investi-
gative skills, and fostering inter-agency
partnerships, he added, are essential to
rotecting legitimate trade and national
terests.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Special Commissioner of Police, New
Delhi, shared his insights on the magnitude
of illicit trade and its damaging ripple
effects. He stressed that counterfeiting,



smuggling, and related offences are far from
minor infractions, they directly weaken the
rule of law, erode business confidence, and
fuel organized syndicates. He observed that
initiatives like this programme play a vital
role in building a vigilant and well-prepared
enforcement ecosystem.

A highlight of the programme was an interac-
tive session titled "Partnering for Protection:
Collaborative Approaches to Combat Illicit
Trade, Fraud & Organized Crime." This
session brought together a distinguished
panel of experts who offered cross-sector
viewpoints, shared on-ground experiences,

FICCI
S

and explored innovative enforcement
strategies.

Adding to the industry perspective,
Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President, Corporate
Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted the significant
economic implications of illicit trade,
particularly within the tobacco sector. He
emphasized that the sustained growth and
effective regulation of the tobacco industry
are crucial not only for industrial develop-
ment but also for strengthening national
economic stability and preventing the
diversion of funds into illegal channels He
noted that illicit trade undermines legitimate
businesses, erodes government revenues,
and fuels organised criminal networks.

From a legal and technological perspective,
Mr. Pavan Duggal, Advocate, Supreme Court
of India, Expert and Authority on Cyber Law,
Cyber Security Law, Artificial Intelligence Law
& E-commerce law, shed light on the growing
overlap between cybercrime and illicit trade
in an increasingly digital economy. He
emphasized that enforcement officers must
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be adept at handling digital evidence,
tackling cyber-enabled fraud, and countering
emerging Al-driven threats that empower
illegal networks.

Mr. Yogesh Malhotra, Assistant Commissioner
of Police, Specialized Training Centre, stated
that today's session was not just informative

but transformative. It reinforced the urgency
of cross-sector collaboration and provided
our officers with key insights they can
immediately put into practice.

Among the eminent panellists were Mr.
Akshay Sahi, Director IES Prime, Dex and
Returns/NCRC, Amazon and Colonel Ravi
Madhok, CPP, CLPOS, VSM, Senior Director &
Group Head, Asset Protection and Security,
Flipkart. Drawing from their extensive
industry experience, they shed light on the
evolving tactics of illicit operators in the e-
commerce ecosystem, the growing role of
data-driven intelligence, and the need for
agile, technology-enabled enforcement
frameworks.

With the active participation of over 150
police officers, the programme reinforced the
importance of united efforts between
enforcement agencies and industry to
safeguard legitimate markets and national
security.
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licit trade and organised crime require unified action’

Micit trade poses serious risks to mational security, economic stability: Mohammad Ali, Dy Divector, Training, Delhi Police
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Illicit trade threat to national security,
needs unified action: Delhi Police officer
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needs unified action: Delhi Police officer
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G
GAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS ON
ENFORGEMENT AGAINST ILLIGIT ECONOMIES: STRENGTHENING
THE ROLE OF POLIGE IN PREVENTING TRANSNATIONAL GRIME

building programme for the police

officers of Haryana on the theme titled
"Enforcement Against Illicit Economies:
Strengthening the Role of Police in
Preventing Transnational Crime", aimed at
fostering dialogue and coordinated action
against the growing threat of illicit trade. The
programme brought together senior law
enforcement officials, industry leaders, and
international delegates to discuss the
multifaceted challenges posed by counter-
feiting and smuggling, their impact on
economic growth, public safety, and con-
sumer trust, and the critical role of coordi-
nated enforcement efforts.

FICCI CASCADE organised a capacity

Addressing the programme and highlighting
the importance of law enforcement in
society, Mr. Karan Goel IPS, DCP/West,
Haryana Police Service, affirmed the pivotal
role of law enforcement in safeguarding
economic and social stability. He observed
that illicit activities such as counterfeiting
and smuggling strike at the very foundation
of India's aspiration to become a $5-trillion
economy. These clandestine operations not
only undermine legitimate businesses but
also drain government revenues, hinder
overall economic progress, and weaken the
broader societal framework. Mr. Goel empha-

sized that confronting this menace collec- g

tively is essential to fortifying the economy
against its corrosive effects.

He further highlighted that these ille
practices deprive lawful enterprises of:
rightful share, endanger public safet
erode consumer trust. Such chall

underscore the necessity for law enforce-
ment agencies to be well-equipped, ade-
quately trained, and fully informed, ensuring
they can protect citizens effectively from the
dangers posed by illicit trade and uphold
public confidence.

Echoing these concerns, Mr. Deep Chand,
Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Special
Commissioner of Police, New Delhi, noted
that counterfeiting and smuggling have wide-
ranging detrimental impacts. These activities
lead to significant losses for
legitimate businesses, .
undermine consumer
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consequently hamper economic growth and
development. In addition, the public health
risks associated with counterfeit products
remain a serious concern, threatening the
safety and well-being of citizens.

Ms. SHIMIZU Hiroko, Chairperson, IIPPF,
opined that counterfeiting and smuggling
extend beyond national borders, jeopardiz-
ing the integrity of global trade systems. She
emphasized that such illicit activities are not
merely economic offences but also harm
consumers, distort competition, and stifle
innovation. Ms. Hiroko stressed the impor-
tance of fostering stronger international
collaboration and building resilient partner-
ships among governments, enforcement
agencies, and industry stakeholders to
effectively tackle this challenge.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate
Affairs, ITC Ltd. mentioned that counterfeit

trade and smuggling significantly impede
India's economic potential. He emphasized
that even a 50% reduction in illicit trade
could unlock substantial economic growth,
generate employment, and bolster legitimate
businesses, contributing directly to India's
journey toward self-reliance. Mr. Paul
highlighted the importance of raising
awareness among young enforcement
officials and informed consumers as a critical
step toward strengthening enforcement
mechanisms, supporting informed decision-
making, and advancing the Prime Minister's
vision of an Atmanirbhar Bharat by 2047.

The Interactive Session titled "A Unified
Global Front: Strategic Action Against Illicit
Markets", featured active participation by
the Japan delegation, including representa-
tives from Seiko Epson, Yonex, Kubota,
Canon, Casio India, Panasonic Life Solutions
India, and Honda Motorcycle & Scooter India

auili HE! eport 2025-2026
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGR: MME
FOR POLICE OFFICERS

Pvt. Ltd. The delegation shared their per-
spectives on the challenges posed by illicit
trade, its impact on industry and consumers,
and the need for stronger international
cooperation, innovative enforcement strate-
gies, and collaborative industry-government
action to dismantle these illegal networks.

FICCI CASCADE has been working closely over
the years with government, industry, enforce-
ment officials, legal fraternity, consumer
organizations and the youth to create
awareness about the detrimental impact of
counterfeiting and smuggling. Among other
activities, FICCI CASCADE has been regularly
engaging with law enforcement agencies
including police, customs and central armed
police forces engaged in border protection in
sensitizing them on the gravity of the prob-
lem.

The programme witnessed enthusiastic
participation from over 150 officers in
Haryana, who gained valuable insights and
skills to counter the adverse effects of
counterfeiting and smuggling.
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Illicit trade major threat
to India’s economic goals’

MNEW DELHI: S5cnior police
amnd :im']l.utr}' leaders on
Wednesday stressed the urgent
need for stronger enforoement
.ﬂJ'd. I:er-bl'JIdl’.‘f \'.'ﬁ.ﬂ]'P'EIﬂ'
tiom to mckle counterteiting
and smugpling, calling these
iflicit activities a muajor threat
to India’s coonomic aspiratims,
Spesking at FICCL CAS-
CADES programme “Enforce-
ment Against Iicil Econonmies:
Strengthening the Hole of
Police in Preventing Transna-
tonal Crime”, Karan God, [P5,
DCP/West, Harvana Paolice
Service, warned that the men-
ace underntines the country’s
ecommic ambition
Highlighting the broader
ﬁxk?h?{]ﬂjdﬁ'[hc&r illicit
activities deprive legithmale
businesses of thelr fair share
and endanger the very fabric
elfiviir sochety. The harm caused
Euﬂ tar beyond financial set-
ks, posing serious risks to
public sfety and consumer
trust, This makes it iimperative
for law enforcement agenclies
tor be adequately expaippesd and
well-informed. ensuring they
can efectively protect citizens
from the dangers inherent in
these unlawiul pradices”
Echoing these concems,
Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCT
CASCADE, noted: “Counter-
festing and smuggrling hive sev

eral detrimental effects, They
result in sz{t nificant losses for

legstmate messes, enode
consumer trost, and deprive
the nation of crucial reve-
nue, thereby hindering over-
all growth and developement.
Muoreover, the associaled health
risks of counterfeit products
ané 3 grave cancern, ]Jusijlg a
direct threat to the well-being
of the public”

SHIMIZL Hiroko, Chalr-
person, [ETROL undedined the
ghobal implications. “Coacttee-
teit amel smppled poods are o
meerely economic offences; ey
endanger consumers, weaken
fair competition, and under-
ming innovatien. Toe counter
this menace, we must foster
stromger cross-border cooper-
aI.I.ull'::d build m:pz?m-
ships between governments,
entfordeitent agenches, and
industry, she said,

Ashish Paul. Vice President-
Corporate Affaies, ITC Lad,
saick: “. Crenerating awareness
nuulrﬁ yuing enforcenent offi-
cials along with the discerning
comsrmiers is the need of the
Inouer. 1t willl strengthe s enforce-
ment mechanisms, promeate
mformed - decksion-making
andd meaningfully contrib:
ute fowards the Prime Minis-
ter's vision of an Atrmanirishar
Bhmrat by 20477 WPk

Wwﬁaaﬂeaﬁwaﬂmwm

ml dl’lrﬂ -;I'—ul [
& divbhofm, e e

w1 e B R
wfifu yelit & e merd
STTTE =py W S
-Eﬂ,qrmi-mm
=] amrnmr l'-n:
o fl Hw

s ks i
FPE A W T T
e o 0w v
i iy T R

'I"'|"|F|' T 5 AT ST
M e e A

el ) e e el
0w aned I sl o
miwﬂtﬁnmﬁ'i
e & FEE WS em
TrR oty ot 3wl
A omw O s
wn af e e &
P s v e v
T v R ST,
qE T RE. TR Eiz il
4 e i s i
iy ha st W il
T wnirm e
VTt s e
TEm & Fm i TR
Portres v B ke e

el Wl € wh e
wefT i i P i ey
F, 7 TN O e o
e T e i
TSR T T
= v 1T e
&S =) 3 SEEE
B FI:EHHTfI"‘?':R
Fwr =rE TolEE w5
I T HT TE THTE
B we am, e
mnpf Frg ey e
e sy wE oF &
T e owe

lllicit economies pose transnational threat: FICCI
CASCADE calls for stronger enforcement and global
collaboration

Illicit economies pose transnational threat:
FICCI CASCADE calls for stronger

enforcement and global collaboration
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS ON
PREVENTION OF GOUNTERFEITING AND SMUGGLING

ICCI CASCADE organised a Capacity

Building Programme for police officers

in Kolkata on 12th November 2025,
focusing on the theme 'Prevention of
Counterfeiting and Smuggling'. The
programme brought together over 80 senior
police officials and industry representatives
to deliberate on enforcement challenges,
share real-world case experiences, and
explore collaborative strategies to
strengthen anti-smuggling and anti-
counterfeiting operations. The initiative
aimed to enhance investigative capabilities
and promote closer coordination between
law enforcement agencies and industry
stakeholders in tackling economic offences.

Addressing the programme, Mr Amit Verma,
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Kolkata,
emphasized the critical role of law enforce-
ment in safeguarding society and ensuring
fair trade. He noted that illicit trade not only
undermines legitimate businesses but also
erodes public trust, threatens consumer
safety, and weakens the social and economic

fabric of the nation. Mr Verma also com-
mended FICCI CASCADE for creating a plat-
form that enables meaningful dialogue
between law enforcement, industry, and civil
society, thereby fostering greater awareness
and proactive engagement.

He stressed that tackling this complex
challenge requires a multi-pronged
approach, combining stringent enforcement,
intelligence-led operations, community
awareness, and collaborative partnerships.




By working together, he mentioned, stake-
holders can not only curb the spread of
counterfeit and smuggled goods but also
strengthen market integrity, protect consum-
ers, and bolster economic resilience against
illicit trade.

Mr. Deep Chand IPS, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
and Former Special Commissioner of Police,
New Delhi, outlined key drivers of illicit trade
in India, including price differentials with
neighbouring countries, high tax arbitrage,
high-margin and portable nature of certain
products, organised crime networks, weak
enforcement mechanisms, and widespread
consumer unawareness that normalizes such
trade. He mentioned that high taxation
creates opportunities for illegal operators to
exploit gaps and evade compliance.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate
Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted corporate
strategies to mitigate illicit trade. These
include empowering consumers as the first
line of defence, enhancing supply chain
monitoring, collaborating with enforcement
agencies, incentivising vigilance, and lever-
aging technology for product traceability and
early detection of counterfeits. According to

FICCI
S

FICCI estimates, illicit cigarette trade resulted
in revenue losses exceeding Rs. 13,331 crores
in 2019-20, while international estimates
place the figure at over Rs. 21,000 crores, he
added.

Mr. Shahid Ali Khan, Brand Protection
Manager (Legal), Marico. Ltd. talked about
the growing challenges posed by counterfeit-
ing and illicit trade for consumer-facing
industries. He accentuated that protecting
brand integrity goes beyond legal enforce-
ment, it requires proactive monitoring of the
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market, collaboration with law enforcement
agencies, and consumer awareness initia-
tives. Mr. Khan discussed the critical role of
legal frameworks in combating counterfeiting
and smuggling, the importance of timely

action against infringers, and the value of
leveraging technology to track and trace
products across the supply chain.

The programme concluded with an engaging

discussion where officers exchanged insights
on real-world enforcement challenges,
shared best practices, and explored collabo-
rative strategies to combat counterfeiting
and smuggling. The interactive dialogue
enabled law enforcement officers and
industry representatives to identify gaps,
deliberate on innovative solutions, and
reinforce the importance of coordinated
action
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Hlicit mkt in 5 key sectors valued at 7.9L cr: Study

Vedanta Dasgupta / Now 17, 2008, §1:51 15T
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Kolkata: The size of the illicit market in five key
sectors — packaged FMEG, induding personal and
household care, aicohol, tobacco, textiles and
apparel — was valued at Rs 7.9 lakh crore,
according to a Ficd-Cascade study,

The study highlighted that the apparel and textiles
segment, valued at around RS 4.03 lakh crore,
makes up for over 50%% of kgt trade. The Wit
market for packaged FMCG was estimated to be

vaiuved at above Rs 2,23 lakh- crore and for personal and household care at Rs 73,813 crore:

Sonali Ghoshal, co-chair of Ficd West Bengal State Coundl, said India’s rapid economic growth has

invited mew vulnerabilities,

Protecting consumers: State steps up fight
againsL illicil trade, calls for collective aclion

KOLKATA: Stale Consumer
Affaies minister Biplab Mitrs
it Tharsday foe thghter
coondination nmang enforce:
ment sgencies, industry bod-
ies and civil sodety 1o protect
consumersand safeguand legiti-
ke husimesses,

Speaking at a FICUT CAS
::;\?E scrmar an ":Hn:ﬂgth-
ening Security: Sirategies (o
Combal Counterteiting and
Smugghing”, Mitra sid dlicit
trade ERpOES COndlamdTs 10
unsale products and weakens
the muarket ecnaystem, “Protect-
Ing comsamer rghty pequires a
umited effort from government
:lgem:irs.lnﬂ.u.llq' and the cam:
mtiniy. Awareness amd vigi-
famece are nur stroagest toalal
bee sl Thee mimister noted that
the state is increasingly using
t:u;hnnln:lpl and in igence-
based surveillance to track

Closer Look

--‘Pmm ORI g

Depaty Commissinner [ Debec

m-qumu s

Awarenesn ond viglores are our sinenges foals”

= Tha mintster noted thot the stoto & increosingly wing fech-
nalogy and ineligence-based surveillonce 1o rock fikc
aclivifies, parficularly aleng berder and cosstel areas

illicst activibes, p:.rtncu]nrh_.-
Jhnghuﬂtrmdcnmmlw.

Special Secretary of the
Caonsumer Affairs department
Trithankar Halder and senior
indisstry representatived also
aller the programme. Mitra
comumensded FICCT CASCADE
for driving consurmer aware-
ness and fostering collaboration
ACTORS SACinrs.

Inabiistry  leaders  and
enforcement officlals high-
lighted the economic and
securily ch ek posed by
counterfelt @ smuggled
gouds. Semali Ghosal, Co-Chair

| State
= umder-

of FICCT West Hen,
Conmcl; sakd illicit tr:
mines marmifaciaring eoosys-
s ] dliveerts benefits meant
for legatimate stakehinders. Tor
it CHIC chairnia aned FIOCT
CASCADE advisor IO Jha
warned that revenue leakages
weaken the formal ecomoany
and called for stromger com-
plaance amd GST mechanisma.
DR Kolkatd addithoenal
director peneral K. Ramak-
rishnan said ielligence-driven
enforcement remains central
i p'mhh:tlng India’s econamic
security, while Kolkata Palice

tive I'.Ie-parlrm:ﬂt] Vidit Raj
Bhumdesh stressed improved
Imelligence-sharing and inee-
sgenicy conrdination,

FCCTCASCADE also beld
A rz.pa.n:lrp-hul]dins proramme
for palice vilicers on Novem-
beer 12 Ly st en imvesti-
gative skills and enforcenent
responses. Addre the sey-
sion, Kolkata THCP Amit Yerma
sald counterfeiting and souag-
ling “evsdamger the very fab-
ric af our seciety” and
the indtiative for procsoting
juint slrabigics

A FHOCT CASCADE repont
catbmated the 1Dcit market
across fve key sechors-— FMCG
packngﬂi s, Flersum;l
ami h ald care, alen-
bl tobacon and textibes and
apparel—at about Bs 7.97 lakh
crare, with textiles and apparel
alone accoumting for over half
o 1hse Rkl

Protecting consumers: State steps up fight against illicit trade,
calls for collective action

BT T hiF WHEGR XGY O15AM

& Tumm [P

=14 Ko W 1205

Akl

00DO0OQ

Koelkata State Consumer Affairs minister Biplah Mitra oo Thusday wged for tighter coordmatos among esforcement agencies. industry
kecaiaes amed eivi] society 0 prodect constmens s safepnand legtimate busmesses

Speaking & 3 FIOCT CASCADE seminar on “Strengthening Security: Strategies to Combat Coumterfeting and Smmggling”, Matra said illcit
trade exposes consumers i mssfi products and weakens the market ecosystem “Prodecting cosswmner nghts requines 3 umited eifon from
govermsenl ageies, sty and the pommunity. Asvateness ind vipilmce a8 our strongest tool,” he sasd The sninister doted that the
state {5 moreamaly using lechnology and mirfhpencs-hased surveilance to rack il acirvibes, partscilarly' dloog border and coastal meas
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liicit mkt in 5 key
sectors valued at
Z1.9L cr: Study

Vedanta Dasgupta

Kolkata: Thesizeof the illicit
market in five key sactors —
packaged FMCG, including
personal and household care,
aleahol, tobacco, textiles and
apparel —wasvalued at Re 7.9
lakh crore, according to a
Fieci-Cascade study.

Thestudy highlighted that
the apparel and textiles seg-
ment, valued at around Rs 4.03
lakh crore, makes up for over
50% of illicit trade. The illicit
market for packaged FMCG
was estimated to be valued at
above Rs 2.23 lakh crore and
for personal and household
careat Rs 73,813 crore,

Sonali Ghoshal, co-chair
of Ficcl West Bengal State Co-
uncil, said India's rapid eco-
nomic growth has invited new
vulnerabilities,
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLICE OFFICERS ON

LLIGIT TRADE: ENFORGEMENT
GHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS

December 16, 2025| Rajendra Nagar, Delhi

he role of police department in
Tcombating illicit trade requires a

comprehensive approach involving
enforcement, intelligence, collaboration,
public awareness, and technology utilization.
In an effort, to tackle the escalating problem
of counterfeiting and smuggling, FICCI
CASCADE organized an extensive training
program benefiting over 60 police officers
from the Delhi Police. The programme
underscored the pressing importance for law
enforcement agencies to remain proactive in
addressing the ever-evolving challenges
posed by counterfeiting and smuggling, given
their far-reaching global implications.

Mr. Yogesh Malhotra, Assistant Commissioner
of Police, Specialized Training Centre, Delhi
Police was the chief guest at the programme.
He emphasised that it is imperative for
police officers to recognise the deep
penetration of counterfeit and smuggled
goods in the marketplace, noting that such

-y
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Capaciy Huilding
Programme fir
Police (HTieers

unlawful practices not only undermine the
economy but also erode the social fabric,
endanger public health, and adversely affect
the overall well-being of citizens.

He expressed his support for the initiative
and highlighted that capacity-building
programmes of this nature are critical in
strengthening the skills, preparedness, and
operational effectiveness of police personnel
in addressing the complex challenges posed
by illicit trade.

Highlighting the pivotal role of law enforce-
ment in society, Mr. O P Thakur, Inspector,
Delhi Police, emphasized that police
officers must understand crimes
from the perspective of victims to
fully appreciate the impact on
their lives. He stressed the
importance of recognizing
every cognizable offence,
upholding the highest ethical




and legal standards, and taking timely,
decisive action against those who breach the
law. By combining vigilance with empathy
and professionalism, law enforcement
cannot only enforce the law effectively but
also strengthen the social fabric, deter illicit
activities, and contribute to building safer
and more resilient communities, he added.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Special Commissioner of Police, New
Delhi, highlighted the multifaceted impact of
counterfeiting and smuggling. He noted that
these illicit activities cause substantial
losses to legitimate businesses, undermine

{RPRETTY BEELTAE PRI AN
FH FOULE ERIERS

consumer confidence, and deprive the nation
of critical revenue, thereby impeding overall
economic growth and development. In
addition, he pointed out that the health risks
posed by such unregulated products are a
serious concern, directly threatening the
well-being of the public.

A key highlight of the programme was the
'Interactive Session on Industry Issues and
Collaborative Actions Needed with
Enforcement Agencies to Counter Economic
Offences’, Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President-
Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd., stated that illicit
trade has emerged as a new form of eco-

IR AR
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nomic warfare. He explained that unautho-
rized products evade taxes, violate legal
standards, and infiltrate sectors, including
pharmaceuticals, FMCG, automobiles, and
agrochemicals, posing significant risks to
consumers, industries, and the broader
economy. He further added that the tobacco
industry is a major contributor to India's
economic growth, supporting livelihoods for
nearly 46 million people while generating
substantial tax and foreign exchange reve-
nues. However, the expansion of illicit and
smuggled tobacco severely undermines
these contributions, threatening both public
revenue and lawful business operations.

Dr. Rishi Kulshresth, Advocate, High Court of
Delhi, emphasized that brand value is
sustained only through effective brand
protection. Once such protection is weak-
ened, brand value diminishes, making
vigilance against illicit trade essential for
both industry and enforcement agencies. He
highlighted that, for enforcement authorities,
the initial challenges in combating illicit
trade include evaluating cases, identifying
lookalike products, and scrutinizing raid
requests with proper documentation tasks
that require clear legal guidance and close
cooperation with industry stakeholders.

The programme concluded with a reaffirma-
tion of the urgent need for sustained collab-
oration between industry and law enforce-
ment to effectively combat illicit trade. It was
discussed that tackling counterfeiting and
smuggling requires not only robust enforce-
ment and legal frameworks but also
proactive intelligence, technology adoption,
and continuous capacity building initiatives.
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FICCI CASCADE Flags Transnational Risks
Of Illicit Economies, Seeks Stronger
Enforcement
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New Delhi, Dec 17 (KNN) Federation of Indian Chambers of Commeree & Industry (FICCT)-Committee Against
Sreugpling end Counterfeting Activities Destroving the Economy (CASCADE) on Tuesday argantted a capacity.

building programme for police officers on Tllict Trade: Enforcament Challenges & Selutons’ at the Specialised
Training Centre. Rajendrn Keger, Defhi

Tha programme brought together over 60 sanicr palsos officals and industy representatives to deliberate on the
growing challenge posed by counterfeiting, snugpling and other Micit rede aodvites.
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[licit trade
enforcement
focus at FICCI

CASCADE

workshop

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: FICCI’s Com-
mittee Against Smuggling
and Counterfeiting Activi-
ties Destroying the Economy
(CASCADE) organised a
capacity-building programme
for police officers on "lllicit
Trade: Enforcement Challenges
and Solutions' at the Delhi
Police’s Specialised Training
Centre in Rajendra Nagar.
The programme was
attended by over 60 senior
police officers and industry
representatives, Addressing the
gathering, ACP Yogesh Mal-
hotra said counterfeiting and
smuggling severely harm the
economy, public health and
social fabric, and stressed the
need to strengthen enforce-
ment capabilities, Inspector
O P Thakur underlined the
importance of victim-cen-
tric policing and strict action
against economic offences.
FICCI CASCADE advisor
and former Special Commis-
sioner of Police Deep Chand
warned of revenue losses and
health risks linked to illicit
goods. Citing a CASCADE
report, officials said illicit
trade across five key sectors
was estimated at Rs 7.97 lakh
crore, with textiles and apparel
accounting for over 50 per cent.
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GAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLIGE OFFIGERS ON
PREVENTION OF GOUNTERFEITING
AND SMUGGLING
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Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities

Destroying the Economy) organized a
Capacity Building Programme for Police
Officers of Goa on 'Prevention of
Counterfeiting and Smuggling' at the GO's
Institute Hall, Goa.

I ICCI CASCADE (Committee Against

The programme served as a dynamic knowl-
edge-sharing platform, uniting more than
200 senior police officials and industry
stakeholders to deliberate on the escalating

s posed by counterfeiting, smug-
Through focused
t insights, the
2d the serious

critical role of coordinated enforcement and
industry collaboration to effectively combat
this growing menace.

Mr. Alok Kumar, Director General of Police,
Goa, graced the programme as the Chief
Guest. In his address, he emphasized that
structured capacity-building programmes are
essential in enhancing the skills, prepared-
ness, and operational efficiency of police
personnel in addressing the complex chal-
lenges and evolving challenges posed by
illicit trade.

Sharing key enforcement achievements, he
informed that in one of the largest single
operations of 2025, the Crime Branch seized
4.3 kg of cocaine valued at over Rs. 43 crores,
resulting in multiple arrests and the disman-
tling of an international drug supply chain
operating into the State. He further noted
that sustained action under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
framework led to the registration of 159
narcotics cases during the year, with seizures

ort 2025-2026
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exceeding Rs. 78 crores, including hydroponic
cannabis and other high-value contraband,
and 206 arrests across Goa.

He emphasised that such operations high-
light the scale and sophistication of criminal
networks, which often overlap with activities
such as smuggling and counterfeiting. He
stated that law enforcement agencies, must
remain vigilant to the deep and widespread
presence of counterfeit and smuggled goods
in the marketplace. These illegal activities
not only cause significant economic damage
but also erode social values, compromise
public health, and adversely affect the
overall quality of life of citizens.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Special Commissioner of Police, New
Delhi, underscored the far-reaching and
multifaceted impact of counterfeiting and
smuggling on the nation's economy and
society. He opined that illicit trade severely
undermines legitimate businesses by
creating an uneven marketplace, discourag-
ing fair competition, and weakening investor
confidence.

He further highlighted that illicit trade
significantly erodes consumer trust, as
unsuspecting buyers are often exposed to
substandard and potentially hazardous
products. The consequent loss of govern-
ment revenue, he noted, constrains public
expenditure on critical sectors such as
infrastructure, healthcare, and education,
thereby impeding the country's overall
growth trajectory. Addressing this menace, he
emphasized, requires sustained enforcement
efforts, enhanced public awareness, and
robust coordination between industry
stakeholders and law enforcement agencies.

Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice President- Corporate
Affairs, ITC Ltd., highlighted the structural
challenges contributing to the growth of
illicit cigarette trade in India. He pointed out
that the steep taxation regime on cigarettes
has created a significant tax arbitrage, which
smugglers exploit by flooding the market
with untaxed products. As a consequence,
nearly one in every four cigarettes consumed
in the country is estimated to be illicit,
making the sector particularly vulnerable to
organised smuggling operations.
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He cautioned that illicit products are often
more harmful, while misinformed consumers
may perceive them as safer or more afford-
able alternatives. Retailers, attracted by
higher profit margins, further facilitate their
circulation. Emphasizing the broader impli-
cations, he stated that illicit trade extends
far beyond tax evasion, it strengthens
criminal syndicates, distorts fair competition,
and places an additional burden on enforce-
ment agencies. Combating this challenge, he
stressed, requires robust inter-agency
coordination, as such activities violate
multiple legal frameworks spanning taxation,
trade regulations, public health standards,
and customs laws.

Underscoring the pivotal role of law enforce-
ment in society, Mr. Santosh Desai,
Superintendent of Police/ Principal, Police
Training School, Valpoi, Goa, stated that illicit
trade poses an evolving and multifaceted
threat to the nation's economy, internal
security, and social fabric. The growing nexus
between smuggling, counterfeiting, and
organised criminal networks not only results
in substantial revenue losses but also
exposes citizens to serious risks to their
health and safety.

As police officers, we are frequently at the
forefront of responding to these emerging

challenges. Initiatives such as this
programme play a vital role in strengthening
our awareness, enhancing our investigative
capabilities, and equipping us with the
knowledge required to address these
offences with greater efficiency and resolve.

The programme concluded with an engaging
interactive session, where the officers shared
field-level experiences, operational chal-
lenges, and best practices in tackling cases
related to counterfeiting and smuggling. The
deliberations reaffirmed the urgent need for
sustained capacity building, intelligence-
sharing, and closer collaboration between
enforcement agencies and industry stake-
holders.
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Counterfeit, smuggled goods endanger public health,
erode social values and impact economy: DGP, Goa

The illicit market across five kev sectors is estimated at Rs 7.07 lakh crove, officials said
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GAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR POLIGE OFFIGERS ON
STRENGTHENING ENFORGEMENT AGAINST ILLIGIT

TRADE AND EGONOMIG OFFENGES
© rebuay22006 Newdehhi

ICCI's Committee Against Smuggling

and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying

the Economy (CASCADE) conducted a
specialised training workshop for police
officers on "Strengthening Enforcement
against Illicit Trade and Economic Offences"
at the Academy for Smart Policing (ASP), New
Delhi.

The workshop witnessed the participation of
police officers of ACP rank and above from
Delhi, along with representatives from
industry. The workshop served as an impor-
tant platform for knowledge sharing and
dialogue on the growing challenges posed by
counterfeiting, smuggling, and other illicit
trade activities. These illegal practices
continue to undermine legitimate busi-
nesses, disrupt fair market competition, and
pose serious risks to economic stability and
public safety.

While delivering the Welcome Address and
Overview on the Socio-Economic Impact of
Counterfeiting and Smuggling, Mr. Deep
Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former
Special Commissioner of Police, New Delhi,
opined that the menace of counterfeiting
and smuggling causes deep and far-reaching
damage to both the economy and society. He
described how these illegal activities inflict
heavy financial losses on legitimate busi-
nesses, weaken consumer confidence, and
deprive the government of critical revenues,
ultimately hampering the nation's growth
and development.

He further accentuated that a considerable
share of the proceeds generated through
such illicit activities is often channelled into
organised crime networks and even terrorist
activities, posing a serious threat to national
security. Stressing the need for a coordinated
response, he highlighted that effective
information sharing and close collaboration
among enforcement agencies are crucial to
successfully combat the growing challenge of
illicit trade.

A key highlight of the programme was the
Interactive Session on "Industry Issues and
Collaborative Actions Needed with
Enforcement Agencies to Counter Economic
Offences." The session convened industry
experts who deliberated on the emerging
challenges posed by economic offences and
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nation and collaborative action with enforce-
ment agencies to effectively tackle illicit
trade and related crimes.

During the session, Mr. Ashish Paul, Vice
President - Corporate Affairs, ITC Ltd., shared
his perspective on the growing challenge of
illicit trade and its wider economic implica-
tions. He underscored that counterfeit trade
and smuggling continue to drain India's
economic potential and significantly
undermine legitimate businesses. He further
noted that reducing illicit trade even by half
could unlock substantial economic opportu-
nities, leading to greater economic growth,
enhanced employment generation, and
stronger support for legitimate industries,
thereby reinforcing India's journey towards
self-reliance. He also accentuated the urgent
need to build awareness among young
enforcement officials as well as discerning
consumers to effectively curb such illegal
activities.

Emphasising the broader national vision, he
stated that the goal of Viksit Bharat can be
accelerated when illicit trade is tackled
decisively, with enforcement agencies
playing a pivotal role in protecting the formal
economy from the damaging effects of
counterfeiting and smuggling.

FICCI
S

Mr. Bala Krishnaswami, Policy
Communications Lead, Amazon, shared his
perspective that tackling cybercrime, coun-
terfeiting, and smuggling require sustained
and consistent efforts. He said that Amazon
adopts a year-long approach to awareness
campaigns, recognizing that preventing illicit
activities demands continuous engagement
across multiple channels. He further high-
lighted that such awareness initiatives can
serve as an effective deterrent by clearly
informing manufacturers and sellers that
involvement in illicit trade is illegal and may
attract strict legal consequences.
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Syed Imtivaz Ahmed, Brand Protection
Associate - Legal Department, HUL, high-
lighted the evolving tactics used by counter-
feiters to mislead consumers. He stated that
in many cases counterfeiters make minor
alterations to brand names while closely
replicating colour schemes, fonts, and
packaging designs, making the products
appear deceptively similar to genuine ones
and often leading consumers to believe they
are purchasing authentic goods.

The workshop concluded with a strong
consensus on the need for sustained collab-
oration between enforcement agencies and
industry stakeholders to effectively combat
the growing threat of illicit trade. The
programme emphasized the need to
strengthen enforcement capabilities,
enhance intelligence sharing, and promote
greater awareness among officials and
consumers to effectively address the com-
plex challenges posed by counterfeiting and
smuggling.

These initiatives reaffirm FICCI CASCADE's
continued commitment to supporting law
enforcement through capacity-building and
knowledge-sharing, while fostering collective
action to safeguard the legitimate economy
and contribute towards the vision of a Viksit
Bharat.
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FIGHT SMUGGLING AND COUNTERFEITING

July 14, 2025| Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir

ndia continues to grapple with the far-

reaching consequences of smuggling and

counterfeiting, an underground web that
not only undermines our legitimate economy
and industries but also endangers the lives
and safety of consumers. Alarmingly, a
significant portion of the population affected
by these illicit activities remains unaware of
the true scale and severity of the threat. To
effectively address the issue, sensitization
and public engagement are imperative.

As part of our ongoing commitment to raise
widespread awareness about the adverse
impacts of smuggling and counterfeiting on
our economy, society, as well as health and
safety of the citizens, FICCI CASCADE success-
fully orchestrated an Auto Rally in Srinagar,

Jammu & Kashmir on 14th July 2025. This
initiative witnessed over 200 auto rickshaws
forming a convoy as they traversed a desig-
nated route which commenced from Nehru
Park, Boulevard Road, Srinagar, amplifying
the message of awareness and collective
action across the city.

Flagging off the Auto Rally, Mr. Nasir Aslam
Wani, Advisor to the Hon'ble Chief Minister,
emphasized that smuggling and counterfeit-
ing are insidious threats that penetrate
markets, undermine legitimate businesses,
drain government revenues, and endanger
public safety. He mentioned that the impact
of these illegal activities may not always be
visible, but the consequences are grave.
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He lauded the rally as a vital initiative in
raising public awareness and promoting
consumer vigilance. Mr. Wani further stressed
the urgent need for widespread public
sensitization and a shift in societal attitudes
to curb the problem of counterfeit and
smuggled goods in daily trade.

Reaffirming his commitment to the cause, he
added, "We stand united in the fight against
illicit trade and are dedicated to advancing
this mission through sustained efforts,
stronger collaborations, and meaningful
action across Jammu and Kashmir."

Shri Tanvir Sadiq, Member of the Legislative
Assembly, Jammu and Kashmir, highlighted
that illicit trade poses a significant threat to
the economy, endangers livelihoods, and
puts public safety at serious risk. He empha-
sized that in a region like Jammu and
Kashmir, where efforts are consistently being
made towards peace, stability, and develop-
ment tackling counterfeiting and smuggling
must be a collective priority.

He further underscored the importance of
robust enforcement mechanisms and
widespread public awareness as critical tools
to safeguard the interests of legitimate

FICCI
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businesses and secure a safer and more
promising future for the youth of the region.

Mr. Mushtaq Ahmed Burza, Chair, FICCl J&K
State Council accentuated that in a region
like Jammu & Kashmir, where economic
stability and employment are key pillars of
progress, curbing illicit trade is vital in
ensuring growth, trust, and supporting lawful
enterprise.

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor to FICCI CASCADE
and Former Special Commissioner of Police,
New Delhi, asserted that illicit trade is far
more than just an economic concern, it poses
a direct threat to national security. He noted
that the proceeds from smuggling often fuel
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organized crime and even terrorist activities,
making it a grave issue that demands urgent
attention.

"Every smuggled product in the market
undermines legitimate businesses, drains
government revenue, and endangers public
health,” he remarked. Highlighting the
significance of the Auto Rally in Srinagar, Mr.
Chand said the initiative is a call to action,
aimed at engaging and empowering citizens
to take an active role in the fight against
illicit trade.

During the rally, several impactful messages
were shared to raise awareness about the
serious implications of illicit trade. At the
heart of the campaign were four powerful
slogans, each emphasizing a key conse-
quence: illicit trade causes job losses,
finances terrorist activities, fuels organized
crime and poses significant health hazards.

The auto rally was meticulously coordinated,
following a route that spanned Nehru Park,
Boulevard Road ?Proceed straight along
Boulevard Road? SKICC ?Royal Springs Golf
Course gate and then ultimately concluding
its journey at Nehru Park.

The Auto Rally in Srinagar stands as a
significant step forward in FICCI CASCADE's

ongoing efforts to engage with communities,
local authorities, and the general public in
the fight against illicit trade. By fostering
awareness and encouraging public resistance
to smuggling and counterfeiting, initiatives
like this play a crucial role in building a more
informed and vigilant society. Through
sustained outreach campaigns, FICCI
CASCADE continues to strengthen consumer
awareness and mobilize nationwide support
to eradicate the menace of illicit trade.

| 88 |
Annual Report 2025-2026



5ﬁﬁﬁCOVERAGE .

Advisor to CM flags off auto rally
hlghllghtmg lmpacts of I||ICI|: trade

TR REPOR T
SEINAGAN, JUL 14 To
amplify @y oum——
tormard boiidm g wearmess
dgam (b prerwmy feeal
all ke radet @ Indea
FHTI AR AT
1L mnmi e Aprizal
Himilpgling =l
Coamerimting  Acirites
Preitroping S Fooscmy)
wley orpunbed an Awms
[TETEE S

Ton inZinse = awsued
over 24 auie pcishess
frmsitng & somviy e Ty
trewrwm| = drngneied roeste
whicl cemesesi
Nehiou  Park,  Peswlavan]
Roml, Srinsgis

Flugging off the msin
mlly, Mwsr Asleni Wi
Abciew 00t Climf
RiET D TT B T Y
A conieTermg 0 i
Ui thal sfillvate am
mrerkeets, farm bwinl feou-
mavees. dagrive e g
o afl ol wvsiidee, e
e i Lives ol caissin i
k. While ther ot
diy ot abw e b vasile
tlin worma niw e e
Tha midy is o sogermm
ey i sty puicple
i wisd sAmgEg e 1 b
viglaw vensmnes | oo

‘Brinagar sn o nday
it FICCT CASCADE
o lmngn s caspasgn
i thiw hwwr ol Boasbemir il
g VY ol W b s
reaponsite pan i dhis
[resrret

"Theiiw m & weel e
wabsipres] bl sapmh-
wsting ansd ool dsigs
re @fmitrr el isnbsil thi
goemg  sceptnmes . of
counering  goods  and
wenipgled prodact e
eyl »
eypluiei] Wi

Wi Suoriben wluiwd Sl
wy whallssiedy sgpon

Adfvnt-1n OO Nl A Vel wherg wils WA Tiosir Rindi Py ging -7 Auha: Ralty e

fhis moparmEr cEse and
wand mned m e Sgh
agias i imbe

W div coniiafied 1
mking #us o for-
] oty wsd i i
et aulebernbon, and
erpuetfel schom @ Jemme
mie] adies * b athied

The eally msinid po
sty mukewone | FICCT
CASCATII nataaisl
wmiTe canpgEngs, aed
" FOEEmE T ST
tien, spmeadiy dwaEscs
L T
guemaes of Jiod wede ank

mokibnng pabdic sy 1o
st Bl s @l samg-
wlog md iminsrrinticg

The moc  Eily  wes
Airrnndy orgeed aml
prescedel osagh Makeu
Park, Donleyved Rl sl
procesdad pes prommed
ety liadsirks dactuliag
SEEC aisl Reped Sprvigs
Geolil Comree Canie, befors
idhal usting back sl Habwn
Paik

Forar Sndey. Mamber
of Leghalanie Asnsmbdy
Jummiin winl Boinlowi. wd
thee “ISice ke pames &

seniHE HPmr m our S0
iy Embanguv vl
amel g bl
wirty, Iz = regiom Ehe
Jazgue aid whae

FICCI CASCADE organiz-
es an auto rally in Srinagar

to combat illicit trade
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Srinagar: To amplify
its commitment towards
building awareness
against the growing
threat of illicit trade in
India, FICCI CASCADE
(Committee Against
Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy)
today organized an Auto
Rally in Srinagar.
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FIGHT SMUGGLING AND COUNTERFEITING

December 06, 2025 | New Delhi

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities

Destroying the Economy) organised the
third edition of its Annual Auto Rally on 6th
December 2025, which was flagged off by Mr.
Manoj Tiwari, Hon'ble Member of Parliament,
Lok Sabha, Northeast Delhi. The rally aimed
to generate widespread awareness about the
adverse impact of smuggled and counterfeit
goods on India's economy, public health, and
national security.

FICCI CASCADE (Committee Against

Mr. Manoj Tiwari, Hon'ble Member of
Parliament, Lok Sabha, Northeast Delhi,
emphasised that smuggling is not merely an
economic offence but a silent and dangerous
threat that fuels organised crime and even
terrorism. He noted that while a bomb blast
shocks the nation in an instant, the financing
for such acts often begins quietly through
the sale of smuggled and illegal goods. He
further cautioned that many citizens remain
unaware that purchasing products without a
bill or opting for cheaper, smuggled items

& 10 RALL!
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inadvertently strengthens the very forces
that undermine India's safety and stability.

Mr. Tiwari appealed to every Indian to take a
clear and conscious pledge to never pur-
chase goods that enter the market through
illegal channels. Emphasising that even if
legitimate products cost slightly more,
consumers should always choose tax-paid
and bill-certified goods, he noted that such
choices go beyond supporting honest
businesses. He underscored that rejecting

AUTO RALLY

| Figght Sreanggling and Coanitn
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smuggled goods is a powerful act of patrio-
tism, one that protects the nation, safe-
guards citizens, strengthens the economy,
and weakens the criminal networks that
misuse public money to fuel illegal trade and
terrorism.

Mr. Tiwari commended FICCI CASCADE for
highlighting the issue and mobilising com-
munities in such an impactful manner. He
stated that the rally should serve as a strong
and unequivocal message that illegal trade
will not be allowed to flourish in the country.
Urging citizens to act as vigilant partners in
this collective mission, he expressed confi-
dence that sustained public participation
would help build a safer, stronger, and truly
Viksit India.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE,
highlighted that illicit trade remains one
of the most serious threats to the
nation's economic stability and social
well-being. He opined that the substan-
tial tax losses resulting from smug-
gling and counterfeiting deprive the
government of crucial
resources that should
otherwise support essential
public services such as
healthcare, education, and
infrastructure, thereby
directly impeding

FICCI
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AUTO RALLY

. Fight Sm uggling and Counterfeifing

Decarmbsar 1

national development.

He further emphasised that smuggling
exploits consumers by flooding markets with
unsafe, substandard, and unregulated
products that pose significant risks to public
health and safety. Through initiatives such as
the Auto Rally, FICCI CASCADE seeks to raise
public awareness, encourage collective
action, and strengthen the resolve to combat
this menace. He expressed his appreciation
to all auto pullers for their support and
reiterated the need for strong enforcement,
heightened consumer awareness, and a
unified societal commitment to curb illicit
trade in all its forms.
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Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Special Commissioner, Delhi Police
emphasised that illicit trade extends far
beyond an economic offence and poses a
serious threat to national security. He
pointed out that proceeds from smuggling
are often diverted to finance organised crime
and terrorist activities, making every smug-
gled product in the market a setback for
legitimate businesses, a loss to the public
exchequer, and a potential risk to public
health. He added that this rally was aimed at
empowering citizens and encouraging their
active participation as crucial partners in the
collective fight against illicit trade.

P
1 Ficcl

AUTO RALLY

Fight Smugaling and Counterfeiting
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The rally witnessed the participation of over
300 auto-rickshaws, vibrantly branded with
anti-smuggling and anti-counterfeiting
messages, moving in a coordinated convoy
from FICCI House, Tansen Marg, through
prominent locations including Connaught
Place and Barakhamba Road, ensuring wide
public visibility and engagement. Auto
drivers, commuters, and passers-by were
actively encouraged to support lawful trade
practices, refrain from purchasing counterfeit
goods, and spread awareness about the
detrimental impact of illicit trade on liveli-
hoods and the broader economy.

N ARy

l':huuae wisely, Secure uur nattun

#BeACASCADER
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FICCI-CASCADE (Committee Agalnst
Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Destroying the Economyl, on Satunday
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Awareness rally
against smuggling

New Delhi: BJP Lok Sabha
member from Morth East
Daelhi Manoj Tiwarl on
Saturday Hags off FICCI-
CASCADE(Commitiee
Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Destroying
the Economy ), annual auto
rally to raise large scale
awareness on the impact of
smuggled and counterfoit
goods on Iindia’s economy,
public health, and national
socurity. Making a passionate
appeal during the fag-off
céremony, Mr Thwarl urged
citizens to act as informed
consumers and joln the
nation's collective crusade
against smuggling, which
continues to drain govern-
ment révenue and under-
ming legitimate industry. He
sald saying “no”™ Lo smug-
gled goods is a powerful act
of patriotism. It is a stand for
a safer India, a stronger
economy, and a future frea
from the shadows of illegal
trade and terror funding.

FICCI flags off anti-smuggling rally; buying FICCI flags off anti-smuggling rally;

illegal goods fuels anti-India forces, says

leader
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FICCI flags off anti-smuggling rally; buying ilfegal goods

fuels anti-indla forces, says leader

New Debhi, FICCT's annual anti-smuggling auto rally was

launched in the capital on Saturday, with leaders present at
the ovent saying citizens unintentionally strengthen anti-

India forces by purchasing smuggled poods, astatement said
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Inter-School Competition
Empowering Youth to Combat Smuggling & Counterfeiting

August 22, 2025 | New Delhi

ICCI CASCADE (Committee Against

Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities

Destroying the Economy) continues to
harness the energy and vision of youth as
catalysts for change and guardians of the
nation's economic integrity. Staying true to
its commitment to educate young minds on
the perils of smuggling and counterfeiting,
the committee recently hosted the 7th
edition of its flagship youth initiative, Zero
Evasion - "Empowering Youth to Combat
Smuggling & Counterfeiting", at FICCI,
Federation House, New Delhi.

The programme saw the spirited participa-
tion of over 600 students from more than 80
premier schools across Delhi/NCR, who Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI);
expressed their perspectives and creativity ~ Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi, Former Chief, Research
through three dynamic competitions: and Analysis Wing (RAW); and Mr. P. C. Jha,
Elocution, Poster-Making, and Jingle Writing. Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and Former Chairman,

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs.

The esteemed jury comprised prominent
leaders and FICCI CASCADE Think Tank Addressing the gathering, Mr. P. C. Jha
members: Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, emphasised that the youth of today are
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tomorrow's leaders. Engaging them in the
fight against smuggling and counterfeiting is
not only vital for public safety but also for
safeguarding the nation's economy.
Initiatives like Zero Evasion equip young
citizens with the knowledge and conviction to
protect our economic interests and act as
vigilant guardians of integrity.

Mr. Anil Sinha accentuated that combating
illicit trade goes beyond enforcement, it
demands collective responsibility. School
students, as future torchbearers, play a
pivotal role in fostering ethical trade prac-
tices. FICCI CASCADE's annual competitions

kFICCI

are designed to enlighten, inspire, and
empower students to lead a youth-driven
movement against smuggling and counter-
feiting.

Highlighting the transformative potential of
youth, Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi stated that illicit
trade jeopardises not only the present
economy but also the nation's future. Young
people, as agents of change, must recognise
their power to challenge unethical practices.
By becoming aware consumers and responsi-
ble citizens, they can champion a culture of
integrity and pave the way for a stronger and
brighter tomorrow.

Annual Report 2025-2026
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Over the years, FICCI CASCADE has emerged industry leaders, enforcement agencies,
as a dedicated platform for raising aware-  media, and the youth, FICCI CASCADE contin-
ness about the dangers of illicit trade. Its  ues to expand its impact through interschool
youth-focused programmes provide mean-  and intercollege competitions nationwide,
ingful avenues for students to actively reinforcing a collective commitment to curb
participate, engage, and contribute to the  smuggling and counterfeiting.

cause. By partnering with policymakers,

Name of the o nd rd .
S.No. Competition 1 p 3 Special Jury Award
Agrim Jain,
Sanvi Stijan, The Shrlk mrerll”School,
Bal Bharti Public
School, Noida Suhani Mahapatra, Abishta Jha, Zafar Raza,
1 Elocution The Indian Heights | The Khaitan School, | Panchsheel Balak Inter
Kenisha Dawar, School, Dwarka Noida College, Noida
InternLa%}gﬁaYagiﬁgaon SIS
' The HDFC School,
Gurugram
Shaurya Bhatt,
) . . ) New Green Fields
Quchitya Khurana, Upasana Nair, Utkarshika Rajput School, Saket-
2 Poster-Making Lotus Valley St. George's School, Lotus Valley
International, Gurgaon Alaknanda International, School Partho Bar,
Soami Nagar Model
School, New Delhi
Navya, Madhuri Agarwal, | Aishani Sharma,
3 Jingle Writing SRM Public School | The HDFC School, Navy Children
Noida Gurugram School, New Delhi
| 98 |
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PIGITAL ART
V ‘COMPETITION 2026

STAND AGAINST SMUGGLING

21% January 2026 | New Delhi

muggling continues to be a pervasive

challenge that transcends national

boundaries, adversely impacting
economies, legitimate businesses, public
health, and national security across the
globe. It erodes government revenues, fuels
organized crime, and undermines fair trade
practices, thereby posing a serious threat to
sustainable economic growth. In order to
address this critical issue and reaffirm its
commitment to raising awareness, FICCI
CASCADE observes 11th February as Anti-
Smuggling Day. The observance serves as a
significant platform to bring together
policymakers, enforcement agencies, indus-
try leaders, media, and civil society to
collectively assess the magnitude of the
problem and explore avenues for stronger
cooperation, information sharing, and
coordinated action.

As a run-up to Anti-Smuggling Day and to
spread awareness about the menace of
smuggled goods, FICCI CASCADE organises an
annual Digital Art Competition in January on
the theme "Stand Against Smuggling." The
competition generates wider public aware-
ness on the issue of smuggling, encourages
individuals to reject illicit products, and
promotes creative expression to inspire
positive societal change. By encouraging
creative expression, the competition pro-
vides a unique platform for participants to
articulate powerful messages against
smuggling and to promote informed and
responsible consumer behaviour.

The competition has consistently received an
overwhelming response from participants
across the country, reflecting growing public

concern and engagement on the issue. This
year, over 10,000 entries were submitted
from diverse regions, showcasing remarkable
creativity, originality, and a deep under-
standing of the socio-economic impact of
smuggling.

The entries were evaluated by an esteemed
jury comprising members of the FICCI
CASCADE Think Tank: Mr. Ramesh Abhishek,
Former Secretary, Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade; Mr. Ravi
Capoor, Former Secretary, Ministry of Textiles
and CEO, Sansad TV; and Mr. Anil Sinha,
Former Director, Central Bureau of
Investigation. The jury members commended
the participants for their insightful interpre-
tations of the theme and the high artistic
standards reflected in the submissions.

The winners were felicitated and awarded
attractive cash prizes in recognition of their
outstanding artwork.

NAME OF WINNERS ARE AS FOLLOW

First Position- Abhishek
Second Position - Anish Minj
Third Position - Muaigathinbou Ch Niumai

Consolation Prize Winner

Devan Bidhan
Bhumika Singh

The competition not only witnessed artistic
excellence but also reinforced the collective
resolve to stand united against smuggling
and illicit trade.
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1st Position-Abhishek 2nd Position- Anish Minj

Smuggling Is Not Smart
It's Anti-National

Sasta lag sakta hai,

GHOOSE HEALTH,
par desh ko mehenga padta hai. i

e CHDSE SAFETY,
DONH'T BUY ILLEGAL. LTLND AGRINAT SMUBGLING,
DON'T STAY SILENT.

Break the
Chains of

3rd Position- Muaigathinbou Ch Niumai
} Consolation

Bhumika Singh
Consolation
DEVAN 4
| 103 |
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S

27" THINK TANK Meeting

July 17, 2025 | New Delhi

Tank Meeting to deliberate on the

MASCRADE 2025 agenda and the forth-
coming CASCADE Study, which will be released
during the conference. Members shared their
valuable insights and suggestions on the
proposed agenda and study framework. The
meeting also highlighted ongoing CASCADE
initiatives and outlined the roadmap for
future activities.

FICCI CASCADE convened its 27th Think

Key Actionable Points:

» The Chairman commended the success of
initiatives like Anti-Smuggling Day,
recognizing their effectiveness in elevat-
ing public consciousness and galvanizing
multi-stakeholder engagement against
illicit trade. Mr. Rajput stressed the need
to institutionalize this model to maintain
its momentum and deepen collaboration
between the public, private sector, and
policymakers in addressing the escalating
threat of smuggling and counterfeiting.

» The Chairman further emphasized the
need to engage more experts with
domain-specific knowledge to strengthen
the impact of CASCADE's initiatives.
Members were apprised that capacity-
building programmes have been instru-
mental in spreading awareness about the
grave threat posed by illicit trade. The
increasing volume of seizures across India
indicates the escalating scale and com-
plexity of the problem.

» Strengthening efforts to protect indige-
nous IP particularly in areas such as
Geographical Indications and Patents, was

>

>

>

>

>

>

>
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identified as a key priority for India. It was
noted that the Supreme Court's recogni-
tion of counterfeiting as a criminal
offence marks a significant milestone,
with the judiciary showing increasing
support through judgments that uphold
the rights of IP holders.

As part of the deliberations on the
MASCRADE 2025 agenda, members
proposed inviting Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal, Hon'ble Minister of State
(Independent Charge), Ministry of Law
and Justice, Government of India and Shri
Kiren Rijiju, Hon'ble Union Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs, Government of
India, as Chief Guests for the conference.

To broaden global participation and
amplify the conference's outreach, it was
recommended that an open invitation be
extended to international delegates for
virtual attendance, thereby fostering
wider engagement and collective action
against illicit trade.

The members further recommended
inviting the following dignitaries and
subject-matter experts for relevant
sessions at MASCRADE 2025:

Dr. Anju Rathi Rana, Secretary,
Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of
Law and Justice

Shri Pavan Kapoor, Deputy National
Security Advisor

Mr. Rahul Navin, Director, Director of
Enforcement

Dr. Gulshan Rai, Former National Cyber
Security Coordinator & Former DG, CERT-In
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»

Mr. Hardeep Batra, Commissioner of
Customs, Mumbai, and Former Chairman,
Counterfeit and Piracy Committee, WCO

For the Plenary Session 6 titled "Resil-
ience in Action: Industry-Led Solutions to
Counter Smuggling and Counterfeiting," it
was recommended to include speakers
from the e-commerce, pharmaceutical,
FMCG, and alcoholic beverage sectors, to
ensure comprehensive industry represen-
tation.

A new judiciary-focused panel discussion
was suggested for the MASCRADE agenda.
It was proposed to invite Hon'ble Justice
Prathiba M. Singh to participate in the
panel, followed by a valedictory address
by a Judge of the Supreme Court of India
to facilitate an insightful legal discourse.

It was agreed that the next Think Tank
Meeting would be scheduled for the first
week of September 2025 to review the
progress of the study and discuss upcom-
ing CASCADE initiatives.

Update on Study: Towards a Tax Equitable
Society

Mr. Kaushik Dutta presented an update on
the study titled "Towards a Tax Equitable
Society".

»

»

The TARI team was tasked with proposing
an appropriate title for the study.

It was agreed that a draft of the report
would be circulated to all members by the
end of August 2025 for review and feed-
back.

List of Participants

1.
2.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE

Justice Manmohan Sarin, Former Chief
Justice, Former Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi,
Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Judge, High Court of Delhi

Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi, Former Chief,
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)

Dr. Debi Prasad Dash, Former Principal
Director General, DRI, Chairman,
Enforcement Committee World Customs
Organisation (WCO)

Mr. Arun Chawla, Director General, Indian
Council of Arbitration & Former Director
General, FICCI

Mr. Suvashis Choudhary, Former Joint
Commissioner and Chief Security
Commissioner, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, Delhi

Mr. P K Malhotra, Former Secretary Law,
Ministry of Law & Justice, Government of
India

Mr. Hem Kumar Pande, Former Secretary,
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, Government of India

Ms. Sungita Sharma, Former Special
Secretary & Member (Admn), Central
Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs

Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, Central
Bureau of Investigation

Mr. Rajiva Ranjan Verma, Former Director
General, RPF, NCB, Civil Defence, Home
Guard & Fire Services, Bureau of Police
Research and Development

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
and Former Special Commissioner of
Police, New Delhi

Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Chairman, Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs

Mr. Rajiv Ohri, Executive Vice President,
ITC Ltd.

Ms. Kashifa Hasan, Joint Director, FICCI
CASCADE

Ms. Shikha Bhatt, Assistant Director, FICCI
CASCADE
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28" THINK TANK Meeting

November 4, 2025 | New Delhi

ICCI CASCADE convened its 28th Think

Tank Meeting to deliberate on the

theme for MASCRADE 2026 and to share
the draft "Recommendations to Combat Illicit
Trade" with its esteemed members. Members
were invited to provide their valuable insights
and suggestions on the proposed recommen-
dations. The meeting also highlighted
CASCADE's ongoing initiatives, reviewed
strategic priorities, and discussed the
roadmap for upcoming programmes.

Key Actionable Points:

» The Chairman commended the success of
MASCRADE, noting how the platform has
consistently strengthened public aware-
ness and mobilized diverse stakeholders
in the fight against illicit trade. He
emphasized the need to sustain this
momentum and continue contributing
meaningfully to India's efforts to combat
this growing menace.

» Members were invited to propose poten-
tial themes for MASCRADE 2026 and
actively contributed their suggestions
during the discussion. Following a con-
structive exchange of ideas, the theme for
MASCRADE 2026 was finalized as "Securing
Economies and Empowering Nations."

» It was suggested to develop a curated
video for the next edition of MASCRADE,
illustrating the origins of illicit trade, its
evolution over the years, and the current
landscape. This visual narrative would
help contextualize the issue and provide
participants with a comprehensive

understanding of its scale and impact.
Members further recommended that the
video should highlight key international
initiatives undertaken to combat counter-
feiting and smuggling, including efforts
led by organisations such as the WCO and
INTERPOL, and that it be updated annu-
ally to incorporate the latest develop-
ments and global best practices.

» To strengthen outreach and broaden the
impact of CASCADE's initiatives, members
recommended organising state-level
programmes in cities such as Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad, and Surat. They also sug-
gested identifying additional states and
regions significantly affected by illicit
trade to ensure wider and more strategic
coverage.

» Members suggested that, for Anti-
Smuggling Day, CASCADE should explore
partnerships with relevant UN bodies that
are actively addressing major smuggling
challenges globally. It was further pro-
posed that representatives from the
Ministry of External Affairs, the Ministry of
Home Affairs, the World Customs
Organization, and the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) be invited to participate in
the conference to strengthen and foster
high-level engagement.

Update on Study: Towards a Tax Equitable
Society

Mr. Kaushik Dutta presented an update on
the revised study titled "Towards a Tax
Equitable Society - Understanding Taxpayer
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Perceptions, Willingness, and Compliance
Behaviour in India."

»

»

The Chairman noted that the report
should include a dedicated component
capturing the perspectives of high tax-
paying individuals, as this segment is
currently underrepresented in the study.
He further emphasized the importance of
integrating international best practices
that support the retention of wealth
within the country. It was also highlighted
that the study should incorporate inputs
from FICCI's Tax Committee, co-chaired by
Mr. Rajeev Dimri, Tax Partner, KPMG, to
ensure a more comprehensive and robust
analysis.

For the next edition of MASCRADE, the
proposed title for the upcoming study
"Illicit Trade and Its Consequences" was
discussed. The Chairman shared the
suggested title, and all members were in
agreement with the proposed theme.

List of Participants

1.
2.

Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE

Justice Manmohan Sarin, Former
Lokayukta, NCT of Delhi, Chief Justice,
High Court of Jammu & Kashmir, Judge,
High Court of Delhi

Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs

Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi, Former Chief,
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)

Dr. Debi Prasad Dash, Former Principal
Director General, DRI, Chairman,

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.
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Enforcement Committee World Customs
Organisation (WCO)

Mr. Suvashis Choudhary, Former Joint
Commissioner and Chief Security
Commissioner, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, Delhi

Mr. P K Malhotra, Former Secretary Law,
Ministry of Law & Justice, Government of
India

Mr. Hem Kumar Pande, Former Secretary,
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, Government of India

Ms. Neeta Lall Butalia, Former Director
General, DGHRD & Principal Director
General, NACIN

Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, Central
Bureau of Investigation

Mr. Arun Chawla, Director General, Indian
Council of Arbitration & Former Director
General, FICCI

Mr. P C Jha, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE and
Former Chairman, Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs

Mr. Deep Chand, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
and Former Special Commissioner of
Police, New Delhi

Mr. Rajiv Ohri, Executive Vice President,
ITC Ltd.

Ms. Swati Srivastava De, Deputy General
Manager, ITC Ltd.

Ms. Kashifa Hasan, Joint Director, FICCI
CASCADE

Ms. Shikha Bhatt, Assistant Director, FICCI
CASCADE
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February 14, 2026 | New Delhi

ICCI CASCADE convened its 29th Think

Tank Meeting to review its ongoing

initiatives and chart a strategic
roadmap for the months ahead. The meeting
provided a constructive platform for the
exchange of ideas and forward-looking
deliberations aimed at strengthening efforts
to combat illicit trade and smuggling.

A key highlight of the meeting was the
forthcoming FICCI CASCADE Study, scheduled
for release at MASCRADE 2026. Members
engaged in detailed discussions on the
study's scope, framework, methodology, and
key focus areas.

Key Actionable Points:

» The Chairman commended the success of
Anti-Smuggling Day, noting that it served
as a significant platform to amplify
awareness, reinforce collective resolve,
and mobilize diverse stakeholders in the
fight against smuggling. He emphasized
the importance of further strengthening
engagement with international communi-
ties and embassies, encouraging coordi-
nated efforts and support from respective
governments to advance collaborative
action against smuggling and illicit trade.

» Members emphasized that CASCADE's
activities should be strategically aligned
with regions and sectors where the
incidence of smuggling is particularly
high. They underscored the need for
targeted capacity-building programmes
and sustained awareness initiatives in

>

>

>

>
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areas most affected, to ensure greater
impact and effective intervention.

It was further suggested that outreach
efforts be strengthened across all regions
of India-North, East, South, and West.
Members emphasized the need to
sensitize citizens about the adverse
impact of smuggling and encourage
greater public participation in efforts to
combat illicit trade.

It was proposed that, in the lead-up to
the next edition of Anti-Smuggling Day,
letters be addressed to the Chief
Secretaries of all States, requesting them
to nominate representatives from their
respective departments to participate in
the conference.

To enhance visibility and strengthen
public outreach, members recommended
undertaking a coordinated communica-
tion campaign through articles. It was
further suggested that CASCADE could
place advertisement at international
airports. The commercial viability of the
same to be evaluated to assess its
effectiveness. This would help further
amplify CASCADE's initiatives and rein-
force the message of "Say No to
Counterfeit and Smuggled Products."

It was suggested that a meeting be
scheduled with the Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), to
deliberate on advancing the proposal at
the international level and to explore the

ICC
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possibility of pursuing recognition of 11th
February as Anti-Smuggling Day at the
United Nations.

It was recommended to organise inter-
agency coordination workshops involving
senior officials from DRI, Customs, and
Police, with the objective of strengthening
collaboration, enhancing intelligence
sharing, and ensuring a more coordinated
response to smuggling.

Members proposed approaching the
'"Taskaree' team to develop a pro bono
awareness video and explore their
association as brand ambassadors for
CASCADE, with the aim of widening public
outreach and amplifying the message
against smuggling and counterfeit trade.

For securing UN recognition of Anti-
Smuggling Day, it was suggested to
explore the possibility of engaging with a
Non-Permanent Member of the UN
Security Council to advance an appropri-
ate resolution at the Security Council. It
was also recommended to approach the
Secretary General of the World Customs
Organization (WCO) to facilitate institu-
tional support in obtaining this recogni-
tion. Secretariat to seek guidance from Mr
D P Dash on the same.

It was further suggested to identify and
collaborate with organizations in other
countries engaged in combating illicit
trade, in order to build strategic partner-
ships, exchange best practices, and
reinforce collective global action against
smuggling and counterfeiting.

Members recommended intensifying
awareness initiatives among school
children and youth, while strengthening
engagement with the Ministry of

>

Education at the State level. This would
help promote informed consumer behav-
iour and further advance the objective of
curbing illicit trade.

The Chairman proposed reaching out to
Mr. Manoj Tiwari, Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha), Northeast Delhi, to feature in
an awareness audio-visual campaign for
CASCADE, with a view to amplifying the
message against illicit trade and smug-

gling.

Update on Study: Illicit Markets and Its

Mr.

>

>

Impact on the Indian Economy

Kaushik Dutta presented an update on
the forthcoming study titled "Illicit
Markets and Its Impact on the Indian
Economy”

The TARI team was advised to further
refine the study framework by clearly
identifying the key sectors to be covered.
Members recommended that the study
incorporate data examining linkages
between illicit markets and organized
crime, along with relevant country-
specific case studies to provide compara-
tive insights and strengthen the overall
analysis.

It was also suggested that the study
assess the scale and dynamics of the
unorganized sector and analyse its
economic implications, particularly with
respect to revenue loss, impact on
employment, and its nexus with illicit
trade activities.

List of Participants

1
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Mr. Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICCI CASCADE
and Member - Corporate Management
Committee & President - Corporate
Affairs, ITC Limited



Q. Clalsiclaipfe
FICCI CASCADE

THINK TANK MEETING.

Mr. Hem Kumar Pande, Former Secretary, 8. Mr. Suvashis Choudhary, Former Joint
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Commissioner & Chief Security Commi-
Public Distribution, Government of India ssioner, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation, Delhi
Mr. Najib Shah, Former Chairman, Central 9. Mr. Deep Chand, Former Special
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs Commissioner of Police, New Delhi &
Mr. Sanjeev Tripathi, Former Chief, Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) 10. Mr. P C Jha, Former Chairman, Central
Mr. Anil Sinha, Former Director, Central Boa.rd of Indirect Taxes and Customs &
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
Dr. Debi Prasad Dash, Former Principal 11. Mr. Rajiv Ohri, Executive Vice President,
Director General, DRI & Chairman, ITC Ltd.
Enforcement Committee World Customs  12. Ms. Swati Srivastava De, Deputy General
Organization (WCO) Manager, ITC Ltd.
Mr. Ramesh Abhishek, Former Secretary, 13. Ms. Kashifa Hasan, Joint Director, FICCI
Department for Promotion of Industry and CASCADE
Internal Trade 14. Ms. Shikha Bhatt, Senior Assistant

Director, FICCI CASCADE
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Mr. P C Jha
Advisor, FICCI CASCADE
& Former Chairman,
Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs

part from spiritual and philosophical
Ainsights, India's ancient texts offer

practical frameworks for governance,
economics, and public finance. For nation-
building, we often seek best practices from
developed economies. Yet, our own ancient
texts like the Arthashastra and Manusmriti
provide enduring wisdom that is relevant even
today. These texts advocate a model for
sustainable governance rooted in economic
rationality rather than based on the welfare of
a few at an enormous cost to the masses. They
reflect lived principles of empires that
achieved an ideal blend of territorial integrity
and expansion, social stability, and economic
prosperity.

One of the most powerful embodiments of this
wisdom was the Mauryan Empire, which was
the first realisation of Akhand Bharat. The
Mauryan state stood out for its efficient
administration, ethical statecraft, and invest-
ments in national security and public welfare.

At the time of Chandragupta Maurya's rise in
322 BCE, India was politically fragmented,
dominated by small, often warring, kingdoms.

116

IN OUR TEXTS

India's sustainable economic model must reflect its
ancient wisdom while adapting to present realities
rather than replicating the path of developed nations.

Against this backdrop, Kautilya, the strategist,
economist, philosopher, and advisor to
Chandragupta Maurya, authored the
Arthashastra as a comprehensive manual of
governance. It was also a response to the
complexities of building and maintaining a
vast, diverse empire. It offered detailed
guidance on governance, economic manage-
ment, taxation, military organisation, diplo-
macy, and penal code. Remarkably, this
manual influenced governance in India for the
next 1,500 years.

The idea of yogakshema was central to
Arthashastra's vision of sustainable gover-
nance-yoga (resource acquisition) and kshema
(their effective use). This holistic approach
ensured both raksha (security) and palana
(welfare) of the people-and under this
umbrella, the book declared "Kosha moolo
danda", meaning "revenue is the backbone of
administration".

Arthashastra presented a remarkably nuanced
approach to taxation, considering it a dharmic
responsibility, binding both ruler and citizen.
Taxes were to be fair, moderate, and propor-
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tionate, designed to encourage compliance
rather than prohibitive. Also, taxpayers had
transparency on how the taxes they paid were
utilised, and tax officials were subject to strict
oversight to prevent corruption. Revenues
were to be reinvested in public-facing sectors
such as agriculture, trade, infrastructure,
education, and culture. The system also
allowed for tax relief during natural calamities,
highlighting an early form of counter-cyclical
fiscal policy.

A striking example of the Arthashastra was the
prescribed tax rate-one-sixth of a citizen's
income, or about 16.67%. This rate was
designed to strike a careful balance, low
enough to encourage compliance and produc-
tive activity, yet adequate to support the
state's functions. Interestingly, modern fiscal
theory such as the Laffer curve also suggests
that moderate, well-calibrated taxation leads
to better compliance and stronger revenues.

Today, as India strives to improve its tax-to-
GDP ratio, expand the formal economy, and
work towards building a $5-trillion economy by
2027 for a Viksit Bharat by 2047, Kautilya's
legacy is inspiring. What made his vision
enduring was its firm grounding in fiscal
prudence and the belief that true state power
emerges not from extraction, but from empow-
erment. This philosophy has quietly guided
India's fiscal evolution since Independence by
moving beyond the
colonial-era taxation
system that prioritised
revenue over welfare.

PC JHA
India has emphasised s

goal of shared prosperity. Yet, India's fiscal
journey is far from complete. Some key
challenges remain, such as broadening the tax
base, reducing informality, and building
compliance through trust. For voluntary
compliance to thrive, tax rates must be fair,
moderate, and aligned with people's ability to
pay. Citizens also need to see tangible returns-
better infrastructure, public services, and
responsive governance. To be sure, the present
government has made visible progress;
however, much more needs to be done. Tax
rates on many items are still high, and the GST
structure remains complex with many slabs.
High rates incentivise evasion, burden
enforcement, and fuel illicit markets, ulti-
mately undermining revenue and public
welfare.

As India navigates shifting geopolitical dynam-
ics and evolving economic paradigms, it must
draw strength from its roots. The
Arthashastra's timeless tenets are not relics of
the past, but living principles for building a
modern, resilient, and inclusive nation. India's
sustainable economic model must reflect its
ancient wisdom while adapting to present
realities rather than replicating the path of
developed nations. In this journey, history is
not merely something to be remembered; it is
to derive inspiration from and build upon.
Ignoring such teachings can be only at our
great peril.

The fiscal wisdom in our texts

Ervifia's sustainable ecotomic moded st reflect its
anclent wisdom while adapting to present realities

iyt e rather than replicating the path of developed nations

redistribution and
embraced progressive
taxation and investment
in public welfare.
Landmark reforms like the
goods and services tax
(GST) and the digitisation
of tax systems have taken
this focus forward,
echoing Kautilya's vision
of a tax regime that is
clear, efficient, and
aligned with the larger
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Undoubtedly, substantial seizures of illicitly traded goods and
instances of evasion occur in India and globally, but what is
detected represents only a minuscule fraction of the overall
criminal activity, notes former CBIC Chairman Najib Shah,

Mr. Najib Shah
Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs and

Think Tank Member
FICCI CASCADE

he Committee against Smuggling &

Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the

Economy (CASCADE), a think-tank under
the aegis of the industry association FICCI,
observed the 5th Anti-Smuggling Day on
February 11. The event had participation by
government officials, representatives from
the embassies, UN bodies and the industry.
The concept of a day designated to highlight
the pernicious impact of smuggling is laud-
able. While most people are broadly aware of
the term smuggling, very few realize the
impact of smuggling on the economy.

Smuggling as defined under the Customs Act
and couched in typical legalese refers to any
act or omission which will render 'such' goods
to confiscation. The definition is wide and
relates not only to import but also export, to
illegal import or attempt to export of goods,
but also to attempts to evade, payment of the

118

underscoring the importance of CASCADE and its objectives.

correct tax, or a restriction or prohibition.

At the end of the day smuggling is an eco-
nomic activity. Policy makers must be cogni-
zant and strike a correct balance between
revenue, consequences thereof and larger
social goals. Where there is demand and the
supply is restricted or costly, smuggling will
follow. Thus, a whole gamut of goods is
presently sought to be smuggled.

Gold (despite record licit imports contributing
to a widening trade gap) and tobacco are
smuggled because of the incessant demand
and the tax structure which provides an
arbitrage and high profit. Narcotics and
synthetic drugs because they are prohibited
and the profit margins are astronomical given
the demand fueled by the increasing inci-
dence of drugs in the country; exotic animals
again for the same reasons as are red
sanders, an item falling under the Convention
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on International Trade in Endangered Species
of wild fauna and flora (CITES) and restricted,
which is attempted to be illegally exported to
meet the demand in the far-east countries.

Then there are cases of products sought to be
imported under the guise of licit import or
mis-declared to evade duty or where trade is
used to launder money. Smuggled goods are
popular with the public at large because they
are cheaper since they have not paid taxes or
are otherwise prohibited.

The damage that smuggling does is enor-
mous. Apart from the obvious generation of
profits (higher the tax incidence, higher the
profit) which are outside the tax net, this
money, can in turn be used to fund other
nefarious activity. All anti-national, terrorists'
activity ultimately is financed by such acts of
evasion. And in case the money is to be
transferred to the principal architect who may
be located outside the country, hawala
transactions which are outside the licit
banking channels are utilised resulting in yet
another offence.

Smuggling damages licit industry and results
in licit jobs being lost. Yes, it does generate
jobs which are necessary for the illegal
activities, but these are criminal jobs and the
country can do without these. Smuggled
goods are invariably of poor quality with no
after sales guarantees and are not safe -
smuggled automobiles parts is a case in
point. They can be health hazards especially
since pharma products are also sought to be
smuggled by unscrupulous criminals.

Serials like the popular Taskari currently on
Netflix while glamorizing both the smuggler
and the customs officer, undoubtedly a
highlighting the problem but a lot more nee
to be done. The daily seizures made the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) and
the other enforcement agencies is testimony
to the fact the smuggling continues unabated.
Enforcement agencies are stretched. With

FICCI
S/

meagre resources they necessarily must make
risk-based calls.

Criminals exploit this situation. Given the
universally accepted acknowledgement that
smuggling is harmful to the economy it is
surprising that no specific day to highlight the
dangers of smuggling and bring on board
policy makers, enforcement agencies and the
public at large on a common platform has
happened thus far. CASCADE has conducted
five editions of the Anti-Smuggling Day so far
and awareness is being built-but obviously
much more needs to be done.

The Global Risks Report 2025 published by
the World Economic Forum lists criminal and
illicit economic activity as a potent risk; illicit
activities have been defined as those that
undermine economic advancement and
growth, and includes but not limited to illicit
financial flows, illicit trade and cybercrime.
The United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crimes (UNODC) estimates that transnational
organised crime generates more than 1.5% of
global GDP; The United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) esti-
mates are much higher; they believe that
illicit trade drains nearly 3% of the world's
economy with the illicit trade being valued at
nearly US$3 trillion annually.

Undoubtedly substantial seizures of illicit
traded goods and detections of evasion take
place in India and globally- but everybody
acknowledges that what is detected is
miniscule portion of the criminal activity
which takes place. A problem which generates
such vast funds of illicit money, funds the
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activities of terror outfits,
which impacts and disrupts
all segments of society and
nations, and which has been
prevalent from across
centuries with no signs of
reducing, certainly warrants
a bit more awareness. We
should never forget that
what is at stake is the
national and economic
security of the nation.

(® &Min Rzad

In this context the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes &
Customs (CBIC) the body
which will be most adversely
impacted by smuggling
given their mandate to
ensure the integrity of the
borders should though the
Ministry of External Affairs
seek to influence the UN to
recognise this day. There are
UN international days for
pulses, happiness, bee,
argania (have you even
heard of this - it is a thorny shrub found in
Morocco) bicycle, lake, translation, post,
television, football among the more than 200
days commemorated across the year for
various causes.

Here is an activity which impacts every single
country in the world, which needs coordi-
nated action amongst enforcement agencies
across the globe and within each country,
which fuels terrorist activity, which is growing
by the day - and yet. The idea of a day is to
mobilize political will, public awareness
about a particular issue so that concerted
action can be initiated. While CASCADE is
doing its bit, the day needs national and
global recognition.

% By Majib Shah

Chopse - G
CHEL TVI18 an Goangle .

Thie Committee against Smuaggling & Counterfeiting Activities
Destroving the Economy [CASCADE), a think-tank under the
asqgls of the industry assoclation FICC), observed the S5th Anti-
smugaling Day on February 11. The event had participation by
government officials, representatives from the embassies, LN
bodies and the industry, The concept of a day designated to
highlight the pernicious impact of smuggling is laudable. While
most people are broadly aware of the term smuggling, very few
realize the impact of smuggling on the economy

Observing an anti-smuggling day is not an
admission of our inability to counter the
problem; it is merely an acknowledgement of
the extent of the problem and the urgent
need to have all hands-on board especially
the citizenry, to counter the menace. By
merely not buying smuggled products we can
cripple smuggling gangs. And if you were to
still do so then we need to remember that we
will have blood in our hands- we could very
well by our act be financing, God forbid, the
next terrorist activity in the country.

The author, Najib Shah is former Chairman,
Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs.
The views are personal.
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GST 2.0 move than a tax reforn focused on
ease of li iving & ease of doing hiz, says minister
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‘India deepens
capabilities to
curbsmuggling’

MNew Delhi: Tndin has signifi-
cantly enhanced its global
enforcement capabilities o
curbiransnational smug-
gling networks through

42 Muiual Customs Cooper-
ation Agreements with
Aot trading partoers,
while 21 more such pacts are
under negotiation, CBIC
Member Mohan Kumar
Singhsaid Wednesday a
the5th Editionof Anti-
Smugaling Day organized
by FICCI CASCADIE. PTI

Smuggling poses serious threat to legitimate industries and
erodes investor confidence: Ahmedabad Customs Dept. Chief
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Fvent Coverage CAMedizcoverace

West Bengal Gears Up to Tackle [Hlicit
Trade: Minister Biplab Mitra Calls for
Stronger Enforcement Collaboration

Coumterfeit trade is bleeding India’s economy
and public health, Goa DOF warns
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Value of counterfeil & pirated goods crosses USD 2
trillion in year zozz: FIOCI
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FICCI
S/

Established in 1927, FICCI is the largest and oldest apex business organisation in India. Its history is closely
interwoven with India's struggle for independence, its industrialization, and its emergence as one of the
most rapidly growing global economies.

A non-government, not-for-profit organisation, FICCI is the voice of India's business and industry. From
influencing policy to encouraging debate, engaging with policy makers and civil society, FICCI articulates
the views and concerns of industry. It serves its members from the Indian private and public corporate
sectors and multinational companies, drawing its strength from diverse regional chambers of commerce
and industry across states, reaching out to over 2,50,000 companies.

FICCI provides a platform for networking and consensus building within and across sectors and is the first
portof callfor Indian industry, policy makers and the international business community.

www.ficci.in

FICCI
S/

Inthe recent past India's economic growth story has attracted world's attention bringing new challenges for
the domestic economy. One ofthe challenges currently faced is the growingillicit trade in counterfeits, pass
offs and smuggled goods. These activities are also threatening brands not only in every region of the
country butacrossthe globe.

Contraband and counterfeit products hurt the integrity of the brand, further diluting the brand owner's
reputation. This not only results in erosion of sales of the legitimate product but further [CASCADE]s onto
affectthe consumersin the form of health and safety hazards.

With the above insight the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) took the
initiative to dedicate a forum by establishing the Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting
Activities Destroying the Economy - CASCADE on 18th January, 2011 at FICCI Federation House, New Delhi.

FICCI Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy (CASCADE)

www.ficcicascade.in



